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13 Tories defy party whips 

Fishing rebels 
inflict defeat 
by two votes 

By Philip Webster and Jill Sherman 


THE Government suffered an 
embarrassing blow last night 
when Tory MPs combined 
with Labour to defeat it over 
the European fisheries policy. 

In spite of a frantic whip¬ 
ping exercise. John Major’s 
fragile parliamentary position 
watt vividly exposed as MPs 
representing fishing commu¬ 
nities. Euro-sceptics and most 
opposition members lined up 
against him. 

With more than a dozen 
Conservatives rebelling, the 
Government lost by two votes 
in its most embarrassing de¬ 
feat since die revolt over VAT 
cm fuel a year ago. 

The Tories were protesting 
at the way the common fisher¬ 
ies polity had damaged the 
British industry and warning 
the Government that it must 
win better quotas in negotia¬ 
tions beginning tomorrow. 
They were also opposing 
moves to allow Spanish boats 
into traditional British waters 
from next year. 

Douglas Hogg, the Agricul¬ 
ture Minister, said foeGov- 
emment would give “due 
weight" to what had happened 
in the debate and promised 
that it would “vigorously rep¬ 
resent” UK interests in the 
Brussels negotiations. 

Although (he defeat was on 
a technical motion and has no 
immediate impact, it was the 
last result Mr Major needed at 
the end of yet another dismal 
year for the Tories. 

Tony Blair said the Govern¬ 
ment was unravelling and 
declared: “It is unable to lead. 
It is increasingly unable to 
represent Britain. It is increas¬ 
ingly unable to govern. The 
parnamenlary year is ending 
as it began: in incompetence, 
division and chaos." The idea 
that the Government could 
limp on for another 16 months 
was becoming more and more 
unsustainable. 

Labour had mounted an 
impressive operation to inflict 


idZjHE REBELS'V* 


The Conservatives William 
Cash. MP for Stafford, and 
Michael Carttiss (Great Yar¬ 
mouth) voted against the Gov¬ 
ernment. while John 
Wilkinson. Richard Shep¬ 
herd. ChristopherGiJI, Teresa 
Gorman. Tony Marlow, Sir 
Teddy Taylor, David Wd- 
shire. Peter Thumbam, Ru¬ 
pert Allasou, David Porter 
and Hugh Dykes abstained. 

All seven Ulster Unionists 
who attended the debate vot¬ 
ed against the Government 


a final defeat on the Govern¬ 
ment before the Commons 
rises today for the Christmas 
recess. Members were called 
bade from abroad and several 
sick MPs were brought to the 
House. Two were “nodded 
through” because they were 
too Bl to walk through the 
division lobbies. 

The Government had a 
majority of only eight against 
a Labour amendment calling 
far reforms to the fisheries 
policy, before being defeated 
on its own motion taking note 
of recent developments in the 
policy. 

The defeat came in spite of 
attempts to buy off Tory MPs 
in fishing constituencies by 
reversing some £12 million 
cuts in grants to harbours 
announced in the Budget last 
month. Ministers also an¬ 
nounced that the Spanish 
Government would pay 
£100.000 compensation to 
British fishermen whose nets 
were destroyed in the “tuna 
wars’ last year. 

Michael Forsyth, the Scot¬ 
tish Secretary who will put the 
British case in Brussels, had 
tried to head off the revolr by 
telling Tories that they risked 
compromising the respect they 
had earned among fishermen 
by lining up with Labour. 


whom he dubbed a “bunch of 
sellout merchants” 

Those calling for withdraw¬ 
al from the common fisheries 
policy should consider careful¬ 
ly the practicalities and costs 
of that action, he said. Scrap¬ 
ping the policy would be a 
“monumental and probably 
impossible task", needing 
unanimity among EU states 
which “could only be bought 
at a huge price". 

Seventeen Tories had earlier 
signed an amendment calling 
for a 200-mile exclusion zone 
around the UK. and for Brit¬ 
ain to leave the policy. 

Mr Forsyth alleged that 
Labour would “saO under a 
white flag” in the EU. but the 
Government would always 
fight for the right of British 
fishermen to fish around UK 
shores, consistent with main¬ 
taining stocks. “Let this House 
send out the dearest signal 
that we are united in our 
determination not just to get 
the best deal on quotas, but'to 
achieve a long-term solution 
which offers thus vital industry 
the security it deserves." 

But David Porter. MP for 
Waveney. Suffolk, described 
Mr Forsyth’s speech as “Or¬ 
wellian", saying: “He was 
claiming the success of the 
CFP which will choke most of 
the fishermen of Lowestoft." 

Gavin Strang. Labour’s 
fisheries spokesman, said the 
fisheries policy was funda- 
mentaBy flawed. Its priority 
must be the conservation of 
stocks and that priority was 
not being met; too many boats 
were chasing too few fish. 

He added: “The UK Gov¬ 
ernment must take its share of 
the blame here. Their recalci¬ 
trance over decommissioning 
and the consequent failure to 
reduce pressure on stocks will 
further hinder the chances of 
matching fishing effort with 
fish stocks." 


Fishing debate, page 8 



David Ashby wept after the verdict “Just leave me" he said as he brushed aside the consolations of his wife Sylvan a, the main witness against him 


Tories seek to save MP from bankruptcy 
after £500,000 defeat in libel action 

By Michael Horsnell. Kathryn Knight and Arthur Leathley 


SENIOR Conservatives last 
night rallied round to save 
David Ashby from financial 
ruin as he faced a £500.000 bill 
for a failed libel action in 
which he was branded a lying, 
hypocritical homosexual. 

A rescue fund could prove 
vital for the Government 
since any MP made bankrupt 
has to stand down. The Con¬ 
servatives would almost cer¬ 
tainly lose the resultant by- 
election - Mr Ashby held his 
Leicestershire North-West 
seat by only 079 votes in 1902 
— and that could leave John 
Major with a Commons ma¬ 
jority of one. 

The costs of Mr Ashby’s 
action against The Sunday 
Times astonished many at 
Westminster, but there was 
immediate confidence that the 
party’s grandees would be 
able to call on prosperous 
contacts for help — even 
though the amount involved is 


huge compared with previous 
rescue operations. 

Mr Ashby, a former Name 
who suffered substantial 
losses at Lloyd’s, had sought 
damages over an article in 
January last year alleging that 
he shared a double bed with 
another man during a holiday 
in Goa. 

But the jury found against 
him in a majority derision 
after five hours' deliberations 
and he put his head in his 
hands and wept when the 
verdict was announced. His 
estranged wife SiJvana. who 
gave evidence for The Sunday 
Times during foe four-week 
hearing, crossed the court to 
comfort him. But as she put 
her arm round him and kissed 
foe back of his neck, he told 
hen “Just leave me." 

He was given a police escort 
as he left the High Court for 
his Temple chambers after 
issuing a statement saying: "I 


am deeply disappointed by the 
decision of the court today. 1 
am ver\ r grateful for the kind 
support of my constituents 
during what has been a most 
traumatic ordeal." 

He then went to the Com¬ 
mons where he was cheered 
by MPs on both sides of foe 
House as he rose to ask the 
Prime Minister a question. He 
thanked the Speaker and sat 
down, looking bleak, for a few 
minutes before leaving foe 
chamber. 

Mr Ashby is now expected 
to have a few days' holiday 
before returning to his constit¬ 
uency home in Ravenstone. 
Leicestershire, where he will 
meet local parly officials. 

Clifford McKee, the constit¬ 
uency chairman, said: “It was 
a great shock to find out he’d 
lost and a great sadness, too. 1 
think most of us were sur¬ 
prised at the jury’s decision 
but I think he was brave to 


take the action. We are not in 
the business of making instant 
decisions. I expect to see Mr 
Ashby next week to discuss his 
future, and after that we will 
have a meeting with foe 
constituency executives who 
will make a final derision." 

Asked whether Mr Ashby 
had considered that his career 
might be at risk if he lost. Mr 
McKee said: “In his mind 
there was no question of 
losing, so everything was 
predicated on winning." 

Lord Crawshaw. the associ¬ 
ation president, said he expect¬ 
ed to meet Mr Ashby and 
other party members in the 


new year to consider who 
should be the candidate for the 
general election, adding: “I 
would not advise that the 
matter should be rushed." 

Mr Ashby, a 55-vear-old 
barrister, had claimed that the 
Sunday Times article alleged 
that he was a homosexual who 
had misled his wife about his 
sexuality: that he had lied to 
the public about having an 
affair with Ciaran Kilduff. an 
Irish doctor with whom he 
admitted sharing a double bed 
in France; and that he was a 

Continued on page A col 8 
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Red Cross in 
appeal for 
Afghanistan 

By Michael Dynes 

THE British Red Cross today 
launched an emergency ap¬ 
peal for Afghanistan, whose 17 
miUiaft people are facing a 
humanitarian catastrophe 
after 16 years of invasion and 
unrelenting civil war. 

An estimated 85 per cent of 
the capital, Kabul, has been 
reduced to rubble after devas¬ 
tating clashes between govern¬ 
ment forces and foe radical 
Taleban militia. Most of Ka¬ 
bul is without electricity and 
food is scarce. 

Rain of destruction, page 12 
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Bottomley gives regulator 
of lottery a second chance 

By Arthur Leathley. political correspondent 


PETER DAVIS is to keep his 
job as regulator of the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery tat was yester¬ 
day sternly rebuked by 
Virginia Bottomley, foe Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Secretary, for 
accepting free flights from a 
company linked to Caroelot 
Mrs Bottomley ended more 
than a week, of speculation 
about Mr Davis’s future by 
(effing him that she stiff had 
confidence in him, despite his 
admission of close contacts 
with the lottery operator. 

Before making the derision, 
she demanded an assurance 
from Mr Davis foal there 
would be no farther damaging 
revelations about his contacts 
with Camelot She also told 
him during a 20-minute meet¬ 
ing that he was unwise to 
accept flights from GTech, the 
American firm with a 22 per 
cent stake in Camelot 
The decision came 48 hours 
after senior figures in Mrs 
Bottomley’X department told 
journalists to expect his dis¬ 
missal. Mrs Bottomley*s col- ' 
leagues denied that she had 
been deterred from dismissing 
Mr Davis by foe cost of paying 
off his five-year contract on a 
salary of £84.000. 


Mrs Bottomley wrote to Mr 
Davis: “You retain my confi¬ 
dence ... there is not, and 
never has been, any doubt 
about your integrity.” Howev¬ 
er. she added: “I do not think 
your acceptance of foe flights 
was wise in foe context of your 
role as regulator of the 
lottery." 

Mrs Bottomley made it 
dear that the decision had 
been taken after his assurance 
"that there are no other issues 
which may come to light 
subsequently which could af¬ 
fect my derision in this mat- 
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ter". Mr Davis was also 
ordered to distance himself 
from companies involved in 
running foe lottery. Mrs 
Bottomley said on Channel 
Four News last night that she 
had no plans to alter the 
powers of the regulator. 

Mr Davis said in a state¬ 
ment: "I am grateful to foe 
Secretary of State for her 
expression of confidence in me 
as the regulator of foe Nat¬ 
ional Lottery. I am looking 
forward to continuing my 
work of ensuring that foe 
National Lottery is run prop¬ 
arly. that players’ interests are 
protected, and that the maxi¬ 
mum funds are raised for foe 
good causes." 

Mr Davis. Director-Gener¬ 
al of Oflot, the Office of the 
National Lottery, was urged to 
resign after admitting to the 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee last week that he 
accepted flights in helicopters 
and private jets belonging to 
GTech. He also stayed at the 
Long Island home of Carl 
Menges. the firm’s non-execu¬ 
tive director, who has been a 
family friend for 20 years. 

Leading article, page 17 


Holloway visitors 
tell of their fears 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MINISTERS were told 
months jqjo by Holloway’s 
Board of Visitors of mounting 
alarm at the deterioration in 
conditions for the jail’s hun¬ 
dreds of women inmates. 

The board told of serious 
staff shortages, huge amounts 
of rubbish strewn around 
and prisoners being locked in 
cells for long periods. It also 
expressed anxiety about low 
morale in the education de¬ 
partment and foe number of 
mentally ill offenders detained 
in foe health care unit. 

Lesley Harvey, board vice- 
chairman, said yesterday. 
“There are many, many com¬ 
plaints that we have made 
They are seen by foe Gover¬ 
nor. We have sent leners to 
ministers and what foe inspec¬ 
tor has said is exactly what we 
have been saying for some 
time." 

Sir David Rams both am, the 
new Chief Inspector of Pris¬ 
ons. took foe unprecedented 
step of terminating his inspec¬ 
tion after finding women 
locked in their cells for up to 
23 hours a day, poor health 
care, inadequate education 
and other activities, low staff 
morale and filthy conditions. 

One Prison Service source 


said conditions in the London 
jafl were dreadful.“You name 
it it was awful. The place was 
a shambles." the source said. 

Yesterday, as 16 temporary 
staff drafted from jails in Kent 
in an attempt to improve con¬ 
ditions arrived at Holloway, 
foe position of the Governor, 
Janet King, who has been at 
foe jail for 20 months, was 
under question. 

Mrs King, formerly a gover¬ 
nor at Strangeways Prison in 
Manchester, is understood to 
have asked for an extra 66 
officers. A further 25 full-time 
members of staff will arrive 
next month. 

But penal reform groups 
and foe Prison Officers’ 
Association said a 133 per cent 
Prison Service budget cut dur¬ 
ing the next three years threat¬ 
ened to cause a further 
deterioration in conditions. 

Last night senior Prison 
Service sources said Mrs King 
should not be made a scape¬ 
goat The jail has 561 inmates 
compared with a certified 
normal population of S17. In 
October an extra £300.000 
was allocated to help to tackle 
the problems. 

Prisoner’s tale, page 2 
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Fishermen’s friends swept into net on the tide 


T his morning, no doubt; 
the fisherman’s new¬ 
found friends at West¬ 
minster are his quayside toast 
But had he time to watch 
yesterday's debate he would 
raise his glass with hesitation. 
One of the most risible scenes 
m the Westminster farce is the 
spectacle of MPs professing 
sudden awl special sympathy 
for a previously neglected 
group. 

Their sympathy is touching; 
Are you a sewage worker? 
They know what it's tike 
down there in the drains 
among (he rats. Are you a 


miner? Why, their own 
fathers had toiled in the pits. 

Are you an ocean fisher¬ 
man? Ah, Sir Edward Heath 
knows your skipper. As a 
child in Kent (he told us 
during yesterday’s debate) he 
had watched the fishing boats 
come home. 

Nor did bis comradeship 
with file tine, the net, the 
whitebait and the tunny end 
there. “During my 15 years* 
ocean raring,” he rumbled, he 
had been able to observe die 
indus try at the closest 
quarters. 

“I bet you just waved at 


them as you sailed past": 
shouted the impertinent Den¬ 
nis Skinner. 

“It’s no laughing matter,” 
harrumphed Sir Edward. We 
were witnessing an angry 
elderly statesman, driven be¬ 
yond endurance by what he 
saw as piracy on the high seas. 
Euro-scepdcal Tories yester¬ 
day hijacked the fishermen’s 
cause and, all at once, the tiny 
group of backbenchers who 
really do speak for die fishing 
indukry found its lobby 
swamped by a rabid gang of 
Brussels-baiters clutching to 
their breasts instant expertise 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



on mackerel landings, net size 
and the Irish Box. 

Teresa Gorman (Q. from 
gale-lashed Bfflericay, joined 
Tony Marlow (Q from wave- 
battered Northampton North 
and Christopher Gill (Q, wip¬ 
ing the salt from his eyes after 
a weekend on the shores of 
Ludlow. Of Such was the new 
band of Tory fishermen's 
friends formal Labour’s sad¬ 


den sympathy for these Brit¬ 
ish flag-wavere looked equally 
suspect, their leader’s con¬ 
stant complaint bring that 
John Major Is “isolated" in 
Europe: Why had the Labour 
Walrus joined the Euroscep¬ 
tic Tory Carpenters in weep¬ 
ing, now, for die whitings and 
oysters? 

Hiis question was put per- 
sistentiyby the minister lead¬ 


ing for the Government Scot¬ 
tish Secretary Michael For¬ 
syth. But Forsyth’s own role 
was arum one. 

Mr Forsyth is a convinced 
Euro-sceptic. But ambition 
breeds obedience and Forsyth 
is do in g wdL He has taken 
die Cabinet’s shilling. In 
rhnmdng him to tempt the 
rebels over, the Government 
was parading me of its tap 
p rison e rs. 

The trouble with parading 
. prisoners is that they do not 
their lines with the 
required enthusiasm. Attack- 
. mg Labour, Forsyth was con¬ 


vinced .and convincing; but 
pleading with the Tory, rebels 
he stumbled through his eml 
servants’ cribsheet like a child 

in Readings Alouddass. The 
rebels understood the unwit 1 

ting message. The body lan¬ 
guage was. dear.' 

An unforgettable sight "was 
to watch Mr Fotsydr watdiing 
Sir Edward Heaifi; as 
latter defaided fcfc European 
record on fisheries. # ' . 

Aware that an expression off 
solemn approbation was ex¬ 
pected of a government minis¬ 
ter on this occasion, .hut- 
unable quite to bring himself 


to nod, Foisydi kept ids brad,: 

quite still tike a snake wash¬ 
ing an exceptionally big 

When Sir Edward sal down 
Totsytfi realised that he was 
. supposed to say : -hearj*^. 

His mouth opened, but his 
, throat wouldn’t doit He just 
brid his lips slightly parted, 
like those godparents at am-, 
finrratiom who do not brikve 
the words, but wish to be 
' polite. But he uttered not a 
:: .peep. . 

r One day, after alL Mr 
Forsyth may need to cast his 

nriontbeotiieriide. 


First sale of British Rail franchises 


Privatisation critics 
condemn buyer of 
southwest network 


By Jonathan Prynn, transport correspondent 


BRITISH RAIL’S 4S-year 
monopoly on train services 
came to an end yesterday 
when three passenger fran¬ 
chises were sold to .private 
bidders. 

The sales of the South West 
Trains. Great Western and 
LTS Rail franchises mean that 
about 20 per cent of the BR 
network will be privately oper¬ 
ated by April. South West 
Trains, the biggest franchise, 
was acquired by Stagecoach, 
Britain's largest bus company. 
Great Western and LTS Rail 
went to staff buyouts. 

The sales, after weeks of 
legal uncertainty, were hailed 
by Sir George Young, the 
Transport Secretary, as “an 
enormous step forward in the 
development of the railways in 
this country". 

But there was criticism of 
the choice of Stagecoach, 
which is bidding for all 25 
passenger franchises. Critics 
said it would be running fewer 
services at a higher cost to the 
taxpayer. 

South West Trains runs 
services between Waterloo. 
London, and the commuter 
belt in Surrey. Dorset and 
Hampshire, with tickets 
worth more than £245 million 
sold to 95 million passengers a 
year. Stagecoach will receive a 


subsidy of E55 million a year to 
take over the services. 

Great Western, which runs 
Intercity trains to the west 
Country and South Wales 
from Paddington, London, 
has passenger revenues of 
E.156 million a year and re¬ 
ceives an annual subsidy of 
about £50 million. The man¬ 
agement buyout is backed fay 
Hist Bus. the second-biggest 
bus company in Britain, and 
3i, the venture capital group. 

LTS Rail operates commut¬ 
er trains from south Essex and 
has revenues of £53 milli on. 
Further details of the staff 
buyouts are to be announced 
this morning. 

The staff takeovers at Great 
Western and LTS Rail are 
likely to mean only limited 
changes at their head offices, 
but staff at South West Trains 
were preparing themselves for 
upheaval. Managers from 
Stagecoach will move into the 
London headquarters today to 
oversee the handover. 

Stagecoach was started with 
the backing of a £25.000 
redundancy cheque in 1980 by 
its chairman, Brian Sou ter, a 
former bus driver, and his 
sister, Ann Gloag. It now 
controls a quarter of the 
British bus market 

Its aggressive expansion 


has caused controversy and 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission accused it last 
summer of “predatory and 
deplorable" behaviour. 

Brian Wilson, a Labour 
transport spokesman, said: 
“This is a sad day for Britain's 
railways. The taxpayer is 
being forced to subsidise the 
fragmentation of the network. 

"It is particularly ironic that 
privatisation, which began 
with rhetoric on competition, 
has ended up with the first 
franchise going to a ruthlessly 
anti-competitive company 
which has faced 24 inquiries 
into its predatory behaviour.” 

Mr Souter dismissed the 
critidsm, saying that he 
planned to continue all exist¬ 
ing South West services and 
would not increase tares. “It is 
our intention to maintain die 
present service levels and we 
will seek to improve services 
where opportunities arise," he 
said. 

Stagecoach intends to run 
bus services from towns that 
lost their rail lines during the 
Beeching cuts of the early 
1960s to restore their connec¬ 
tions to the train network. 
Other planned innovations in¬ 
dude dosed-dreuit television 
on trains to improve security, 
and higher reliability targets. 
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of plans for 
assembly 


Consul Patricia l e ft, criticised conditions in Holloway, where Sara Thornton wrote her d a mning letter 


Inmate tells of ‘rat-infested tomb’ 


By Stephen Farrell 


HOLLOWAY PRISON was a 
“rat-infested concrete tomb", 
the former inmate Sara 
Thornton told Prison Service 
chiefs seven months ago. 

Mrs Thornton, who faces a 
retrial in the new year for 
killing her violent husband, 
protested at conditions inside 
tile jafl where two prisoners 
committed suicide this year. 

Her complaints were ech¬ 
oed by others, including Chris 
Tchaikovsky, director of the 
campaign group Women in 
Prison, who yesterday 
claimed prison officers had 
forced women who had just 
given birth “to breast fe ed in 
chains”. 

The Prison Service yester¬ 
day refused to confirm or 
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deny whether women were 
made to wear doseting chains 
— handcuffs with a chain 
linking them to a warder — 
while breastfeeding. How¬ 
ever, a spokesman said it was 
“not beyond the realms of 
possibility”. 

Mrs Thornton, 38. wrote a 
four-page letter to her MP, 
obtained by The Times, with 
instructions that it should be 
passed to Derek Lewis, for¬ 
mer Director-General of the 
Prison Service. 

Mrs 'Thornton wrote on 
May 22: The regime here in 
Holloway is so bad. so 
demoralising for both staff 
and inmates, that a glass ban 
is an attempt to keep the lid on 
a prison ready to erupt" 

“You place emphasis on 
money, none on people. Pris¬ 


ons are about people, but 
you're an accountant and you 
tail to understand that.” 

Protesting at the death of 
Lungiie Simdane. who com¬ 
mitted suicide by hanging 
herself in her cell in May, she 
wrote Tdl me, Mr Lems, do 
you accept responsibility for 
Simmie’s death? Do you ac¬ 
cept responsibility for this rat- 
infested concrete tomb?” 

Patricia Castano. deputy 
consul at the Colombian Em¬ 
bassy, said yesterday after 
seeing drug couriers held 
Inside “The conditions are 
much better than in Colombi¬ 
an prisons, but it is over¬ 
crowded and there is a lack of 
staff. Many of these women 
are poor and ignorant not 
hardened criminals." Emma 
Humphreys, who was freed 


from Holloway in July after 
her successful appeal against 
a murder sentence for killing 
her boyfriend, said: The way 
that we were treated was 
disgusting. We were barely let 
out of our cells and hardly any 
attention was paid to. our 
mental and physical health, 
leaving some inmates suicidal 
or desperately 3L" 

The idea that prison is like 
a holiday camp is a ludicrous 
one. One week in Holloway 
would prove that It’s about 
time things changed. 7 * 
Another former prisoner 
said constant searches carried 
out by staff drove them mad. 
Karen Stott who spent a week 
in HoDoway recently, yester¬ 
day emerged after visiting R 
friend and said: “It is reaffly 
24-fiour lock-up-all the time. 
There’s not much association 
with other prisoners each day 
and yon are lucky to get it 
The mood is very tense 
because it’s just all women 
with nothing to do." 

However, one mother of 
two who recently served seven 
days for non-payment of a 
fine told reporters: “It’s dis¬ 
gusting. and you can’t eat the 
food, but that's what you 
expect — it’s a prison, not a 
holiday camp." 


John Major and .David 
Trimble, foe Ulster Unionist 
leader, spent an hour A 
Downing Street yiesterday-af- 
temoon - discussing unionist 
plans for an elected assembly : 
in Northern Ireland. 

- Mr Trimble has-floated the 
idea of an ..assembly as an. 
alternative to exploratory talks. 
as a way of establishing-a 
dialogue with Sinn Fein. .The-' 
Prime Minister has exp r essed 
interest in the proposal which 
could allow all-party talks . 
without tite repubhqms -first 
agreeing to abandon, some of 
their weapons. J - v 
Afterwards Mr Trimble, 
said he was encouraged fay the 
outcome of his talks, which 
were also attended by Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, the North¬ 
ern Ireland Secretary.: 


Meningitis death 


A student has died from 
meningitis six hours after 
reixjrting sick to the her 
university doctor.- Suzanne 
Williams, 18, a student at 
Leicester University, was tak¬ 
en to Leicester Royal Infirma¬ 
ry where shed ied from merlin: 
gococccal. septicaemia; a 
virulent strain of meningitis. 
Other students have; been 
alerted to the symptoms. 


Officer’s ‘error’ 


An Army officer who went to a 
golf tournament in a military 
helicopter has been - disci¬ 
plined but will not face court 
martiaL Lieutenant Colonel 
Douglas Cannon, commander 
of the 3rd Battalion The High¬ 
land Regiment, was found 
guilty of an “error of judg¬ 
ment" in taking the helicopter 
from Naim, Highland, to 
Prestwick. Strathclyde. 


Redwood’s plea 




I can’t show fear, says ‘Rambo’ 


THE decision by General Sir 
David Ramsbotham to end 
the inspection at Holloway 
Prison was greeted with de¬ 
light by penal reform groups 
yesterday who wanted an 
early signal that he intended 
to be as robustly independent 
as his predecessor. Judge Ste¬ 
phen Tumim (Richard Ford 
writes). 

Few in Whitehall or the 
Prison Service expected Sir 
David, 61, who is nicknamed 
“Rambo". to make such a 
dramatic move within 14 days 
of taking over from Judge 


Tumim as Chief Inspector of 
Prisons. 

Since moving into his room 
in the Home Office at Queen 
Anne's Gate. Sir David has 
immersed himself in learning 
about the prison system. He 
attended the annual meeting 
of the Howard League for 
Penal Reform and. by the end 
of this week, he will have 
visited every type of institu¬ 
tion, from fop security to open 
jail. 

Until his appointment Sir 
David, a former Adjutant- 
General in the Army, had seen 


prison life through visits to the 
Military Corrective Training 
Centre — the army glasshouse 
— at Colchester, and when, as 
Commander 39 Brigade, he 
went into the Crumlin Road 
jail in Belfast. 

After his appointment 
which is initially for five years, 
he said: “My job on behalf of 
foe public is to go into prisons 
and make reports without 
showing any fear or favour to 
anyone. If I start fudging, then 
I am not doing my job. I shall 
be very critical, but I hope 
constructive." 


John Redwood calls today for 
Britain to reassert its tradi¬ 
tional role as a brake on am¬ 
bitions of over-mighty contin¬ 
ental powers. The former 
Cabinet minister, writing in 
The Times, equates the drive 
to political and monetary 
union to a merger between 
France and Germany aimed 
at creating a “colossal power". 

Speaking for Europe, p!6 


Titanic libel 


An 83-year-old expert on the 
sinking of foe Titanic was 
given an apology and “sub¬ 
stantial" damages by Patrick 
Stephens Ltd, publishers of 
The Ship That Stood Still at 
foe High Court Leslie Reade's 
book claimed that Leslie Har¬ 
rison, a retired master mari¬ 
ner, had pressured a witness 
to change his story while 
investigating the disaster. 


Model Numbers Model Number 

CR1507, CR2009 & CR2009T BQ15CR 

(model number is shown here iMviemeatti front end ) ( mode } number Is shown here underneath front end ) 

It has come to our notice that some of the NEW STYLE column type oil filled electric radiators, 
represent a safety hazard with the risk of dangerous fumes and fire. These heaters we easily 
Ide n t if ied by the two large wheels. 

These heaters have only been on sale since October 1995. If you have purchased one, 
you should follow this procedure: 

0 Do not use the heater. 

0 Unplug It from tiie mains supply Immediately. 

0 IMMEDIATELY TELEftfONE THE DIMPLEX CUSTOMER SERVICE UNE BELOW. EVEN IF YOU 
HAVE STOPPED USING THE HEATER AND YOU HAVE ALREADY RETURNED IT TO THE PLACE OF 
PURCHASE, fT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU TELEPHONE US IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. 

0 Return It to the place of purchase for either a frill refund or an alternative replacem en t 

0 You should stffl return the product even if there are no apparent problems. 

0 If you have any questions or are unable to return the product please telephone the 
Dimplex customer service line. 


MPs want change 
on lifers’ release 


Councils delay 
curbs on asylum 


By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MPs called yesterday fra- the 
scrapping of the Home Secre- 


' ■ —- — ■ — — — 1 —— 1 — -■»— 3 --—riii’.i^aa—rmr'ffii ^ -jm-.-i-a-r.. k. 

If you are ratable to tetepbooe, please write to: Wmptex (UK) Limited, Customer Services (Ratflators), 
FREEPOST (no Stamp needed), 501638 MDIbrook, Southampton, S015 OUH. 


Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may 


cause 



Dimplex 


scrapping of the Home Secre¬ 
tary's power to deckle how 
long prisoners serving life for 
murder should stay in jaiL In 
a report which may fuel the 
furore over Myra Hindley, the 
MPs said it was wrong for a 
politician to make the 
decision. 

The report by the influen¬ 
tial Home Affairs Committee 
chaired by Sir Ivan Lawrence. 
QC also questioned the part 
that public opinion can play in 
setting a murderer’s release 
date. Although the Home Sec¬ 
retary might be best-placed to 
respond to public opinion, 
said foe MPs, that “public 
opinion is not necessarily the 
surest guide" to when murder¬ 
ers should be released- 

Instead, the Parole Board 
should assess the risk of 
releasing murderers as it does 
with discretionary life sen¬ 
tence prisoners, tfie MFs rec¬ 
ommended. The committee is 
to make a further report on the 
details of how the release of 
murderers would be decided, 
without die involvement of the 


Home Secretary. Their report 
coincides with the pending 
Parole Board review of 
Hindley. the Moors murderer, 
in the new year. The Board 
would then make recommen¬ 
dations to the Home Secretary 
but these are not binding. Last 
year, Michael Howard said, 
she should remain inside for 
life. 

The MPS do not favouf 
scrapping the mandatory life 
sentence for murder, as sug¬ 
gested by some senior .legal- 


□The Lord Chancellor is 
ending foe secret selection 
procedures for part-time 
judges, under which lawyers 
may wait for years to hear if 
they are bring chosen for the 
bench. In future, lawyers as¬ 
piring to the judiciary will 
apply to published advertise¬ 
ments and go through new 
selection procedures. Lord 
Mackay of Ciashfem said. 

Annual selection procedures 
will be introduced for all 
assistant recorders hips, the 
stepping-stone to a career as a 
judge. 


THE Government’s propos¬ 
als to cut benefits to asylum 
seekers are threatened with 
further delay after a High 
Court decision to allow two 
councils to challenge foe 
move. 

The local authorities were 
given permission yesterday to 
seek a judicial review of the 
plans to save £200 million.a 
year. Last week the Govern¬ 
ment had to announce the 
postponement of the start date 
for the changes from January 
8 so foal Parliament had a 
chance to debate foe mea¬ 
sures, which will affect 13.000 
asylum seekers. 

The legal challenge by 
Tory-controlled Westminster 
council and Labour 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
centres on the fact that asylum 
seeters will lose entitlement 
to housing benefit but local 
authorities will still have a 
duty to house them until new 
legislation comes into force in 
Jnty.- They argue that the 
move wfll fond them with a 
bill of up to £50 million. 

The councils say that the 


measures will not create sav¬ 


ings but only pass ' ■ foe 
financial burden from central - 
to local government. ' $ 

The Social Security Secre-. . ” 
jury’s proposals will end bene-"" 
fit to any asylum «eekos 
appealing against a refusal of j V 
refugee status and'tn anyone ~~ 
who applies for. asylum hav^'. -V 
entered Britain .■ .for : 
another reason, for instance 
as a visitor or student ./ 1 ‘/v - ; - 
Mr Justice Mayrejectedan ■ • v 
argument from Stephen Rich-, 
aras, for Peter Ifltey, tfiatih£y- : . 
legal move was premalure. 

M r Richards safotifeGtfvmh - 
meat's proposals were stiff • 
open to detettobt 


decisiony*$jfo be-nev wMW' 

- foe court ; :J. V" •••> - :V- 

The Govemtitoit says foe, • 
dampdowh WilI "nanflYe^ 
unwarranted burden .on pub - ' ■ 
lie funds and make : 

limits of 

ment briievK td ife'pu^^; 
acceptable".. Refuge* **8®*;. 
isations datin'that, 
will force asyto swK^^ 
to foe streets. : -v,^. 
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- Self-styled Lucifer 
loved terrorising 
robbeiy victims 

By Joanna Bale 


A ROBBER who called him¬ 
self Lucifer and gloried in 
terrorising his wealthy victims 
in their homes at night was 
convicted yesterday. 

During an eight-week trial, 
a jury at Middlesex Crown 
Court was told how Keith 
Bramble chose mansions in 
north London, deliberately 
stalking professional people 
such as solicitors, doctors and 
company directors. He be¬ 
lieved he would never be 
caught “because he had the 
cunning of the devil" said 
Martin Heslop, QC. for the 
prosecution. 

In his worst attack, the 6ft 
Sin robber kicked an 89-year- 
old man on the floor. A police 
■ jgt surveillance operation finally 
trapped him and an accom¬ 
plice. Yesterday Bramble, 36, 
was found guilty of three 
charges of robbeiy. and one 
charge of assault with intent 
Sentence is to be passed today. 

The jury had been told that 
Bramble would dress all in 
black, his face covered with a 
scarf, before breaking into 
houses, often armed with 
weapons including crowbars, 
knives and screwdrivers. 

In November last year, two 
sisters. Linda and Wendy 
Ashley, were watching tele¬ 
vision and looking after young 
children at Totteridge. Hert¬ 
fordshire. Mr Heslop said: 
"Wendy looked up and was 
horrified to see a huge man in 
black clothes come into the 
kitched holding a crowbar, 
with a mask concealing his 
face." 

He called the sisters 
"bitches" and demanded their 
jewellery. He then tried to lock 
them in a bathroom before 
ransacking their house. The 
women escaped further 
threats by pretending they 
were au pairs who did not 
know where valuables were 
kept. 

They raised the alarm and 
police used a helicopter with 
an infra-red tracking device to 
.^pursue die robber. Bramble 
bragged later: “They know it’s 
me. they know it's my work. 
Lucifer is the only one they 
would come out for with a 
helicopter" 4 

He squandered his £10.000 
haul, on prostitutes an,d drugs,. 
then struck again. His next 
victims were lawyers living at 
a large, luxury bouse backing 
on to woods in north London. 
Debra Finkler, a solicitor, was 
reading a bedtime story to her 
two-year-son James when 
Bramble burst in. The court 


was told: “Suddenly she 
looked up and there in the 
doorway was a man well over 
6ft tall. He had an athletic 
buQd and a mask tied round 
his face like a highwayman. 
She was horrified." 

She was told nor to move 
but. as Bramble started walk¬ 
ing towards a children’s bed¬ 
room. she ran downstairs 
shouting: "There is a man in 
the house." 

Mr Heslop added: ‘He 
walked around as if he had a 
right to be there. He rook his 
pack of the valuables." 

Mrs Finkler's husband Alan 
was holding their daughter 
Theodora, aged seven months. 
Mr Finkler shouted for their 
nanny to call the police but. 
counsel said. Bramble 
snarled: “Don! be stupid, you 



Bramble: believed he 
would never be caught 


don’t want the children hurt, 
do you?" Mr Finkler was 
pushed about still clutching 
his daughter, as Bramble 
snatched his expensive wrist- 
watch then disappeared into 
the woods. 

The most terrifying robbery 
took place a week later, when 
Bramble took his accomplice, 
Anthony Gabbidon, 31. 

Having dinner at their 
home in Finchley, north 
London, were William Angel, 
a 69-year-old company direc¬ 
tor. Ms wife Frances, 67, and 
her. brother,.. Dr Bernard' 
Berman, 89. who is stricken 
with Alzheimer’s disease. 

As Mrs Angel went to the 
kitchen, she was cornered by 
Bramble who growled at her 
then ran past to attack her 
husband. Mr Angel defended 
himself with a small table, but 


Bramble threw this aside and 
then turned on the elderly 
doctor. He was pushed to the 
floor and kicked. Mr Angel 
warned Bramble that his vic¬ 
tim was very fll and likely to 
die from the shock, but Bram¬ 
ble was ‘remorseless and 
showed no compassion”, 
counsel said. 

He released the Angels but 
said he would shoot them. He 
also told Mr Angel he would 
poke his eye out with a 
screwdriver if he failed to 
reveal the whereabouts of his 
safe. The pair escaped with 
jewellery and cash from the 
safe. 

However, police had 
tracked them to the house, and 
were waiting outside. Bram¬ 
ble injured several officers in a 
struggle as they tried to arrest 
him. 

Mr Heslop said: "These 
robberies were terrifying. 
They were highly profession¬ 
al, carefully prepared and 
ruthlessly carried out. 

"He bragged about how 
confident he was of never 
being caught He said he only 
hit really large houses where 
there would be lots of money. 
He said he enjoyed terrorising 
his victims and sneaking up 
on them. He would wait in 
woodland for the weather to 
change because it was better 
when rain and wind covered 
the noise. Bad weather also 
made it difficuh for police and 
police dogs to track him. 

"He daimed there was noth¬ 
ing police could do because he 
was as cunning as the devil. 
He said at one time he was 
protected by the devil" 

Bramble, of Tottenham, 
north London, denied the 
three robberies and assault 
while resisting arrest. 
Gabbidon. also of Tottenham, 
admitted robbeiy and was 
found guilty of wounding with 
intent. 

Bramble was jailed in 1990 
for six years for two aggravat¬ 
ed burglaries. His latest rob¬ 
beries were the subject of two 
trials. The first was aborted 
after Bramble’s defence bar¬ 
risters retired through ill- 
health related to heart 
problems. A juror was dis¬ 
charged after he became sick, 
and on the final day a. second 
juror was also unwell. 

Detective Inspector John 
Shatford sa id of Bramble: “He 
is an extremely dominating, 
manipulative and evil man. 
Everyone he knew was too 
scared to stand up to him. He 
is used to getting his way.” 


Silvana Ashby wants to rebuild friendship with husband 



Silvana Ashby outside the High Court yesterday. She said: “1 want to make it dear that I am not obsessively jealous" 


I still love him, says wife who 
gave evidence against MP 

stay in England. Perhaps 
there will be a situation where 
I spend eight months here 
and four months in Italy." 

Earlier, in a statement out¬ 
side the High Court immed¬ 
iately after the verdict, she 
said she gained no pleasure 
from seeing her husband lose 
the expensive libel action and 
had frequently asked him to 
drop the case. “On numerous 
occasions 1 asked him to think 
twice before continuing with 
the case which I did not think 
would be in anybody’s long 
term interests." 

However, she emphasised 
that she had been distressed 
by accusations of jealousy 
and hysteria in court 
The statement said: “I want 
to make it dear that I am not 
‘obsessivdy jealous* and have 
never shown ’extreme hatred 
or violence' towards David or 
anyone else. While I regret 
some of the language in the 
letters J wrote — and which 
were read in court — they 
were time product of the emo¬ 
tional turmoil that 1 was 
going through in the latter 
part of 1993." 


By Kathryn Knight 

and Michael Horsnell 

SILVANA ASHBY said yes¬ 
terday that she still loved her 
husband and had no plans lo 
divorce him after the trauma¬ 
tic four-week libel action. Mrs 
Ashby, who rushed to comfort 
her husband in court but was 
pushed away, said it would be 
a long time before the family 
recovered from the raw 
wounds exposed by the case. 

However, she hopes she 
can now build a friendship 
with her husband of 30 years, 
and said her main concern 
was to resume a normal 
relationship with their daugh¬ 
ter Alexandra, 27, who gave 
evidence for her father. 

Despite the acrimonious 
battle between them, the 
couple often kissed each other 
on the cheek, each .morning. 
before taking their seals on 
opposite sides of the court¬ 
room. “This case does not 
mean the end of everything, 
we still have to get 00 with our 
lives. I still care for David, 1 
don’t want to hurt him. I feel 
very sorry for him." she said. 



Alexandra: she gave 
evidence for her father 

“The most important thing is 
to try and rebuild our family, 
relationships.” 

Mrs Ashby, who was born 
in Turin, northern Italy, 
hugged her husband as he sat 
with his head in his hands 
after the verdict but he pushed 
her away. “1 said ‘I'm very 
sorry* but he said ‘Just leave 
me’," she said. 

She said Alexandra had 
telephoned her the night be¬ 
fore the verdict, asking if she 
could fly from Italy to spend 


Christmas with her mother at 
the family home in Putney, 
southwest London. She said 
she wanted to be with her 
daughter but admitted it 
would be “difficult". 

In court Alexandra, a stock¬ 
broker. claimed to love her 
parents equally but sat with 
her father and denounced her 
mother’s possessiveness, say¬ 
ing “I criticise her methods. I 
don’t criticise her for being 
unhappy.” 

Mrs Ashby said: “I love my 
daughter and I forgive her but 
it will be a long time before 
things get back to normal. J 
will spend Christmas in Eng¬ 
land because 1 cannot leave 
my dogs. We will see what 
happens.” She said she had 
no plans to return permanent¬ 
ly to Italy, where she met and 
fell in love with Mr Ashby 31 
years ago on a skiing holiday 
in the Alps. 

The couple spent three days 
together, talking in French 
because neither could speak 
the other’s language. “We just 
clicked. We had something in 
common and I admired his 
thinking," she said. “I hope to 


Colleagues 
rally to 
loser in 
libel case 

Continued from page 1 
hypocrite in having emph¬ 
asised the importance of the 
family in his election address. 

Times Newspapers and the 
former Sunday Times editor 
Andrew Nei] denied libel, 
although they accepted that 
Mr Ashby did not go on 
holiday to Goa with a man. 
They maintained that he was 
and still is having an affair 
with Dr Kilduff. 

After the verdict, the news¬ 
paper's solid tor, Alastair 
Brett said he would expect the 
present editor. John Wither- 
ow, to see the case as a "tragic 
family problem" and be sensi¬ 
ble about what to do now. “We 
will have to show magnanim¬ 
ity in our victory." 

A statement from The Sun¬ 
day Times said: "We are 
obviously delighted to have 
won the case. We are sorry 
that Mr Ashby derided to take 
us to court and that he now 
faces a substantial legal bill. 
But it was his choice. His case 
and ours could not have been 
more folly aired in the High 
Court." 

Mr Bren said that the 
biggest liability faring Mr 
Ashby “by a long, long way" 
was the bill from his solicitor. 
Peter Carter-Ruck, and his 
barristers. 

Mr Ashby, who told the 
court that he had financial 
problems, resigned from 
Lloyd’s two years ago after 
suffering substantial but un¬ 
specified losses. He jointly 
owns with his wife their 
marital home in Putney, 
which is worth about 
£430,000, and a constituency 
house worth about £260.000. 
He, alone, also owns an 
£80,000 flat in Putney, which 
is rented out His mortgages 
are understood to total more 
than E70.000. 

He has an income as a 
criminal barrister on top of his 
salary as an MP. but the effect 
of the case on his career at the 
Bar remains uncertain. 

Senior Tories yesterday ex¬ 
pressed their determination to 
help him and launched a 
campaign "to keep him buoy¬ 
ant" that was immediately 
evident in his reception in the 
Commons. 

The Government’s majority 
of five has made it more 
important than .usual to en¬ 
sure that Mr Ashby does not 
°o under — the Tories already 
face a by-election in South 
East Staffordshire that could 
cut that advantage to three 
and they would almost cer¬ 
tainly lose Mr Ashby’s seat if 
that were contested. 
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Drunken lawyer 
‘lunged at girl’ 


By A Staff Reporter 


A LEADING criminal lawyer 
indecently assaulted a student 
as she left a nightclub, Bristol 
Crown Court was told yester¬ 
day. Richard Levene, 38, was 
drunk and lost his “proper 
inhibitions" when he lunged 
at the 19-year-old. Then when 
he turned to run away he 
bumped into a tree and broke 
his glasses. 

Mr Levene, a barrister with 
the Crown Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice, allegedly molested the 
girl as she and a friend left a 
party in Bristol in July. 

A passer-by heard screams 
and called at a police station. 
Police drove the girls around 
until they saw Mr Levene 
dodging in and out of shop 
doorways. He had marks on 
his face which he daimed 
were from an argument in a 
restaurant. 

The student who had been 


celebrating the end of her 
college course, said: “A man 
approached us really quickly 
and made a grab for me. My 
friend ran off after him but he 
had hit the tree and his glasses 
had fallen. As be hit the tree, I 
think that he swore. I 
screamed out my friend 
screamed out He ran down 
the street" 

Mr Levene. of Henleaze, 
Avon, denies indecent assault 
When he was interviewed by 
police the following day. he 
daimed he had been a tt acked, 
and trad used force to defend 
himself before running away. 

Earlier, Charles Barton, 
QC for the defence, asked his 
diem’s alleged victim: “Do 
you say that you can exclude 
the possibility that it was a 
drunken mistake?” “No," she 
replied. - 

The trial continues. 



PC Godber arriving for Che disciplinary hearing 


Assault case PC 
to keep his job 

By Paul Wilkinson 


THE community policeman 
who was facing dismissal for 
pulling a teenage boy's ear 
had the threat lifted yesterday. 

There was a public outcry 
last month when PC Nicholas 
Godber was convicted of com¬ 
mon assault on the 15-year-old 
boy as he attempted to stop his 
rowdy behaviour in a shop¬ 
ping arcade. An anonymous 
well-wisher from his home 
beat town of Bafldon in West 
Yorkshire paid his £600 costs 
and fine and the £50 compen¬ 
sation he was ordered to give 
the youth. 

Yesterday at an internal 
disciplinary hearing in Wake¬ 
field. Keith Hellawell. the 
Chief Constable of West York¬ 
shire, delivered a formal cau¬ 
tion, the minimum 
punishment possible. After the 
hearing PC Godber, 37, said: 
“The last months have pro¬ 


duced a few trying moments 
for my family and me, but we 
have been given such out¬ 
standing support from, my 
wider family, friends, col¬ 
leagues, neighbours at home, 
the people of Baildon and 
Shipley and indeed people 
from ail walks of life from ail 
over the country and abroad." 

He said that money donated 
by well wishers would be given 
to local charities. He would 
not discuss the incident last 
January but said: “I du want to 
put things into perspective. 
The vast majority of our 
teenagers are sound, intelli¬ 
gent kids who give the police 
their backing." 

Roger Benn, chairman of 
the West Yorkshire Police 
Federation, said that an ap¬ 
peal against the assault con¬ 
viction was “still under 
review”. 


Santa gets police 
escort after attack 

By Alan Hamilton 


SANTA CLAUS and his elves 
have been given police protec¬ 
tion after being attacked by 
stone-throwing youths in the 
back streets of a mining town 
in Tyne and Wear. 

Children as young as ten 
shouted “fat bastard" and 
threw stones and beer cans as 
the familiar figure in red robe 
and white beard, accompa¬ 
nied by helpers in green tights 
and pointed ears, drove 
around Moorsley and 
Hetton-le-Hole. between Sun¬ 
derland and Durham City, 
attempting to bestow seasonal 
cheer and goodwill by playing 
Christmas carols from the 
back of his sleigh. 

In future Mr Claus, who in 
this instance was played by 
Tony Wilkinson, a supply 
teacher and member of 
Hetton Rotary Club, will be 
accompanied by a police of¬ 


ficer and two part-time special 
constables. 

Police were called when Mr 
Claus’s sleigh — a heavily 
decorated Land Rover — was 
surrounded by youths who 
tried to overturn it as he and 
his companions proffered col¬ 
lecting-buckets to raise money 
for local charities. Mr Wilkin¬ 
son was hit on the leg by a 
missile and left badly shaken 
by the attack. A police spokes¬ 
man said: "Santa just had to 
sit there ho-ho-hoing because 
the nice children don’t want to 
see him raise a fist in anger, 
even if he is badly provoked." 

Sunderland police had as¬ 
signed an officer to the Santa 
patrol but on the night in 
question he was called away 
to other duties. Mr Wilkinson 
has now declined to venture 
out again without more seri¬ 
ous protection than elves. 
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Former IRA man 
shot dead ‘for 
drugs dealing’ 


By Nicholas Watt, Ireland correspondent 


THE IRA killed one of its 
former commanders because 
of his criminal activities, it 
was alleged yesterday. 

The group Families Against 
Intimidation and Terror said a 
gunman shouted "Up the 
IRA” after shooting Francis 
Collins in the nationalist New 
Lodge area on Monday night. 
!t was the fourth such killing 
in Belfast this year. 

Mr Collins, a former IRA 
leader in north Belfast who. 
according to security sources, 
had been involved in the Prov¬ 
isionals' murder campaign, 
was involved in drugs but 
specialised in robberies. Anne, 
his widow, issued a statement 
last night denying that he had 
been a drugs dealer. 

Nancy Gracey, of the anti¬ 
intimidation group, said the 
IRA had a hit-list of 12 alleged 
drugs dealers; two had been 
killed this year. The name of a 
third murdered man was al¬ 
legedly not on the list 

Mr Collins. 40. a convicted 
IRA terrorist, was shor in the 
legs and chest in front of his 
wife at their chip shop after 
two men broke in. He died on 
the way to hospital. 

Ms Graoey said: “It does 
not matter if he was a drugs 
dealer. He was a human 
being." She said Mr Collins's 
name was not on the hit-list 
but he had been a target be¬ 
cause those on the list who re¬ 
mained alive were in hiding. 

Before holding talks at Stor¬ 


mont with Gerry Adams. Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, the North¬ 
ern Ireland Secretary, con¬ 
demned the murder, saying in 
a statement “There can be no 
justification for gunning down 
a man in front of his wife in 
this cowardly fashion: to do so 
in the week before Christmas 
illustrates the total callousness 
of these vicious gunmen." 

Mr Adams tried to distance 
his party from the murder, 
saying: “Sinn Fein does not 
condone what happened. All 
of these killings are a dreadful 
tragedy for the families.” 

He refused to comment on 
reports that a group calling it¬ 
self Direct Action Against 
Drugs had claimed it commit¬ 
ted the shootings “I have heard 
speculation about a number of 
groups involved in direct ac¬ 
tion against social offenders 
and other criminal types." 

Other political parties had 
no doubt that it was the work 
of the IRA. Seamus Lynch, of 
the Democratic Left, blamed 
Sinn Fein's “policing depart¬ 
ment". He said: These self- 
appointed judges, jurors and 
executioners have derided that 
Mr Collins's children have no 
right to the peace process." 

The Alliance Party, which 
also condemned the murder, 
is today in Dublin to become 
the first Northern Ireland par¬ 
ty to hold a trilateral meeting 
with the British and Irish Gov¬ 
ernments under die new An¬ 
glo-Irish twin-track process. 



Grandparents set the pa ct: 

Calculators blamed 
for generation of 
arithmetic dunces 
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Francis Collins, who was shot dead in Belfast, pictured with his children 
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By Catherine Milton 


YOUNG shoppers who find 
themselves short-changed in 
the pre-Christmas rush were 
given a ready scapegoat yes¬ 
terday; the use of calculators 
in primary school classrooms. 

A study has found that 
undergraduates cannot match 
their parents' or grandpar¬ 
ents' generations on simple 
mental arithmetic. 

In a test of 60 mental 
arithmetic sums conducted by 
Tony Ward, a lecturer in 
cognitive psychology at Luton 
University. 30 students aged 
18 to 35 made an average of 
seven more mistakes than 
people aged 45 to 65 of similar 
intelligence. 

“Young bright students of¬ 
ten do appallingly in this test 
far worse than people older 
than them, who should be 
slower at processing informa¬ 
tion," Dr Ward told the British 
Psychological Society's confer¬ 
ence in London. The use of 
calculators in primary schools 
was an obvious explanation. 

Over-reliance on calculators 
in primary schools has caused 
such concern that Gillian 
Shephard, the Education and 
Employment Secretary, is con¬ 
sidering the introduction of 
mental arithmetic tests for 11- 
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year-olds. She has already 
approved plans for a calcula¬ 
tor-free test for the age group. 

Dr Ward decided to conduct 
the test after he noticed under¬ 
graduates resorting to count¬ 
ing on their fingers for simple 
sums. One young woman was 
unable to multiply 7 by 8. “We 
are probably being short¬ 
changed a tot more in shops 
because shop assistants can¬ 
not add up so well but, since 
we probably do not notice, 
perhaps we don't need to 
worry.” he said. 

Dr Ward used the Paced 
Auditory Serial Addition 
Task, which helps to check 
brain damage in suspected 
cases of concussion. Volun¬ 
teers listened to singledigit 
numbers, randomly selected, 
recorded at two second inter¬ 
vals. They had to add the 
numbers in successive pairs 
and call out the answers. 

Hie results surprised re¬ 
searches at Luton because 
people's brains are believed to. 
slow when they get older. Dr 
Ward said a separate test in 
which the same volunteers 
had to find objects on a map 
confirmed that the younger 
group was generally quicker. 

He said the results suggest¬ 
ed the auditory task test might 
no longer be appropriate for 
assessing the speed of mental 
processes. “We should not 
think this is tragic and put 
more funds into basic number 
and rote learning. If you look 
at what is done in the primary 
classroom these days, kids are 


beingtaui 

they weren't before, esj 
on the creative side." 

□ Mature students adrieve 
better degree results than 
young undergraduates, the 
conference was told. A study of 

the degree results of almost 
7,000 students at Plymouth 
University between 1W1 and 
1995 found that, on average, 
those under 25 averaged lower 
seconds while those in their 
late twenties and older 
achieved upper seconds. • 

“We strongly suspect that 
motivation may explain these 
results." said Sherria Hos¬ 
kins. a psychology lecturer 
and postgraduate student ax 
Plymouth University who con¬ 
ducted the study. "The deci¬ 
sion to leave jobs and go to 
university, the motivation, 
may overcome whatever other 
difficulties mature students 
encounter.” 

More than half of the 1.5 
million students at British 
universities and colleges are 
classed as mature — 21 or 
older when they start their 
course, or 25 and above when 
starting postgraduate study. 

Miss Hoskins added that 
mature students adapted 
quickly to university culture 
and younger students would 
seek them out as friends. 

The study also found that 
young men achieved the high¬ 
est number of third-class de¬ 
grees but contrary to previous 
studies, men and women 
scored an equal number of 
first-das s degrees. 
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Expelled pupils 
‘being failed’ 
by special units 


By David Charter, education correspondent 
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THE growing number of 
children expelled from main¬ 
stream schools and sent to 
pupil referral units, set up by 
the Government two years 
ago. risk being condemned to 
a lifetime of failure according 
to the Office for Standards in 
Education. It criticised yester¬ 
day “low achievement, weak 
teaching, lack of planning and 
poor acconqnodation" at the 
units, known as stnbins. 

The units provide intensive 
teaching for small numbers of 
pupils. Teaching unions have 
called for more pupils to be 
sent to the units because of 
mounting concern at violence 
in mainstream schools. De¬ 
mands for more places in¬ 
creased in the wake of the 
murder of the head teacher 
Philip Lawrence. 

Ofsted said in a report that 
teachers at the units showed 
considerable compassion in 
working with difficult pupils 
despite often being at personal 
risk. Bur the Ofsted inspectors 
said; “Compassion is not 
enough and, where it is com¬ 
bined with a belief that social 
problems need to be tackled 
before children can learn, it is 
self-defeating." Children at the 



Woodhead: concerned 
about education quality 


units regularly played truant 
and could be tempted into 
crime. 

Inspectors said the intensive 
lessons made little impact on 
poor levels of spoken and 
written English in most cases. 
“Overall, the quality of teach¬ 
ing fell below that found in 
mainstream schools." 

The report concluded: 
“Many of the children in this 
situation are at serious risk of 
educational failure and exclu¬ 
sion from a whole range of 
vocational, cultural and social 
opportunities. Pupil referral 
units deal with some of the 
most disaffected pupils in the 
educational system. As yet, 
few do so at all adequately, 
and few are appropriately 
supported in their efforts to do 
so." 

Pupil referral units were 
launched under the 1993 Edu¬ 
cation Act for pupils who have 
been expelled or cannot for 
other reasons attend main¬ 
stream schools. All local au¬ 
thorities are required to set 
them up. but so far only two- 
thirds have. 

More than 9.000 children 
aged six to 16 were in the units 
at the last official count earlier 
this year. Boys outnumber 
girls two to one and Chris 
Woodhead, the Chief Inspec¬ 
tor of Schools, said there were 
a “disproportionate number of 
black Caribbean boys”. 

He added: “It would be 
premature to suggest the ex¬ 
periment is a failure. The 
question is. can the units act 
on the criticisms we are mak¬ 
ing to improve the quality of 
education?" 

Robin Squire, junior Educa¬ 
tion Minister, said: "Local 
education authorities have a 
duty to ensure that pupils 
excluded from school are giv¬ 
en a decent education." 
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School bullies pick 
on racial minorities 


ASIAN and Wade children 
suffer more victimisation at 
school than their white class¬ 
mates, a two-year Home Of¬ 
fice study on bullying 
disclosed yesterday (David 
Charter writes). Researchers 
found that tense race relations 
in communities spUt over Into 
the four schools thqr visited in 
fte East End of London and 
in Liverpool. 

The study found that the 
atmosphere in schools wors¬ 
ened when former pupils 
were loitering near the gates. 
This undermined the confi¬ 
dence of staff and pupils in 
the safety of their school, the 
report said. 

The study concluded that 
bullying could be “nipped in 
the bud" if the schools used a 


senes of measures inducting 
better playground supervi¬ 
sion and discussion groups 
for parents of victims and 
bullies. However, racial buDy- . 
ing was the most difficult kind 
to prevent, although signifi ¬ 
cant reductions were 

achieved. . 

The report added; “Ben¬ 
galis and blade pupils ap: 
peared to be disproportion¬ 
ately victimised. Id fife 
London secondary school 
where huHying' dfci not-ife* • 
crease, the Bengalis suffered 
tiie highest indthaice^bnS^' 
ing." Work to countered / 

ism should indude sdK#“. 
because of the fink Vfoupo 
between them and ten stoani ; 
the community, the rea^?' 
era conducted. - i-^v-• - 
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Conservative MP awarded £40,000 over accusation of betraying Clegg 


HOME NEWS 5 
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Tories’ new spin doctor 
co-wrote libellous story 


By Nicholas Wood 

CHIEF POLITICAL 
■ CORRESPONDENT 

CHARLES LEWINGTON. 
the new media chief at Con¬ 
servative Central Office, suf¬ 
fered the embarrassment of 
being involved in a £40.000 
libel award to a Tory MP 
yesterday. 

Peter Bottomley, husband of 
Virginia, the National Heri¬ 
tage Secretary, had sued Ex¬ 
press Newspapers over a story 
accusing him of betraying 
Private Lee Clegg, the jailed 
paratrooper, by appearing on 
the same platform as Martin 
McGuinness, a Sinn Fein 
leader. Mr Lewington, who 
then worked for the Sunday 
Express, was one of three 
authors of the article, headed 
“The Final Betrayal" pub¬ 
lished in January. He took up 
his new post last Thursday 
after being headhunted by 
Brian Mawhinney, the Tory 
party chairman. 

Mr Bottomley. a former 
Northern Ireland Minister, 
said after winning the award 


Christmas 
adds up to 
£7bn extra 
spending 

By Robin Young 

BRITONS spend £7 billion a 
year on Christmas, about £130 
for every man/ woman and 
child. The calculation has 
been made - by the market 
analysts Mintel. who gathered 
the figures from industry esti¬ 
mates of the extra sales gener¬ 
ated at Christmas. 

Mintel says the country 
spends more than £1 billion 
on purely .Christmas items; 
£45 million is spent on Christ¬ 
mas lights. £30 million on 
ye crackers. £268 million on 
cards, £85 million on Christ¬ 
mas stamps, and £150 milli on 
on gift wrappings. Christmas 
confectionery novelties net 
another ,£60 miltipn- - • . ' 
A total of £4 bfllkm — 
equivalent to £75 a person - 
goes (hi presents and the 
population spends a total of 
£1 billion more on alcohol and 
tobacco titan at other times of 
the year. Christmas food and 
groceries involve an extra 
expense of £250 million, the 
analysts reckon,- but that is 
alleviated by the cheapness of 
frozen turkey!, a Christmas 
staple much cheaper than the 
food families usually eat 
The researchers estimate 
that an. extra expense three 
times as large goes on enter-, 
tainment and- eating out, 
which claims an additional 
£750 million over the period. 

Uncertainties about the 
economy, have made older 
shoppers cautious, according 
to Mintel. The analysts said 
that a poll of 1.600 consumers 
showed thatolder people 
“seemed determined to be 
gloomy". Christmas has “been 
saved, analysts feel.' by youn¬ 
ger consumers, who. were 
more likely to feel ,optimistic 
and spendmore freely. 



Lewington; played 
down involvement 

in the High Court; “It would 
have been possible to have 
avoided this writ if- we had 
come to some agreement earli¬ 
er on. I don't mind robust 
criticism or even vulgar criti¬ 
cism but this stopped me 
doing what I have devoted my 
life to—ending the violence in 
Northern Ireland." ’ 

Mr Lewington played down 


Reliant car 
plant lays 
off workers 

The future of the Reliant 
Robin, the threcwheeled car, 
was looking bleak last night 
after more than 100 workers 
were laid oft Emergency 
talks were held between exec¬ 
utives at the factory in 
Tamwortb, Staffordshire, and 
management from the parent 
company, the Tewkesbury- 
based avionics company 
Avonex. Reliant was rescued 
from receivership earlier this 
year. ; 

The new management is 
hoping to find a lucrative 
market in America for a new 
battery-operated electric mod¬ 
el of the car, favoured by the 
television character “Del Boy" 
.Trotter of Ohfy Foots and 
Hordes ,. • 

Canal death 

Apmtygoer who was pulled 
frota a canal drowned when 
he jumped in again for a joke 
while his rescuer answered 
his mobile telephone- Paul 
Phoenix, 24, had been at a 
pub in Bricriey HHL West 
Midlands, with workmates. 

Council rapped 

The local government om¬ 
budsman has recommended 
that Lambeth council in south 
London pays £18,000 to a 
man and bos seven children 
who were moved 34 times in 
five years to different bed and 
breakfast accommodation. 


23 Wrong track 

ners . New timetables for Reading 
opfe to Slough trains say the &52am 
be Sunday service will terminate 
been at Order Mongolia. Great 
oun- , Western Trains said typists 
ivere had used the words to remind 
listic them i to check information, 
but forgot to delete them. 


Divine intervention 
' aids clamped driver 


By Paul Wilkinson 
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THE true spirit of Christmas ■ 
saved a motorist stranded by 
wheel'dampers outside York 
Minster yesterday. 

Adrian Keefe, a surveyor 
from Worcester, could find 
no‘one to help when he found 
he had no money for the 
release fee. He. had left his 
credit eards and'dieque book 
at home but the dampers 
would not listen, the. police 
said it was nothing to do with 
them *"4 even his hotel 

refused a loan. 

Mr Keefe sought tadp in¬ 
side the Minster and found a 
Good Samaritan in the shape 
of Canon Giya Webster, who 
had just finished a carol 
service. Mr Webster pad ie. 
£50 dampers* fee himsdi. 



Canon Webster, paid 
th(E dampers’ £50 fee 


saying he was acting in 
tfae spirit of the 1662 Book, of 
Common Prayer “They reel 
to and fro and stagger like 
' drunken men and are at their 
wit's end. So when they ay 
• unto the Lord in their trouble 

He defiyereth than out of 
their distress." 

Yesterday Mr Keefe, who 
had been helping Ids teenage 
daughter, to check degree 
courses at York. University, 
said: “The Church was (be 
only place I could tun to. 
Everyone rise ignored my 
pleas." The dampers,' SM 
Security Services of York, 
declined to accept Ms watch 
as.security- His hold, which 
was next to the waste ground 
m Monk Bar where he. had 
parked, rejected the idea of, 

his wife paying for two rooms 
by credit card over die tele¬ 
phone if she was not goingto 

use them. 

Mr Keefe said; “I was at my 
wit's 'end. When , the Canon 
loaned me the money I wait 
to die hold and told them I 'd 
managed to find one Chris- 
, dan in York. It% jiist disgust¬ 
ing what happened." He said 
he would be rrimborsnig Mr 
Webster. * 

Canon Webster slid: ‘Tire 
way the damper handled it 
was inhumane.” No one from 
the 1 company was. available 
for comment last mghL 


the verdict, pointing out that 
he had not been named as a 
defendant. He said: “My role 
in the case was peripheral. I 
was not called as a witness." 

But a senior Labour official 
commented: “Dr Mawhinney 
will be hoping that Charles’s 
political judgment is rather 
better." 

Thomas Shields, QC, who 
represented the MP. had told 
the hearing that Mr Bottomley 
had been “shocked and horri¬ 
fied” when he read the article, 
which linked his sharing of a 
platform with Mr 
McGuinness and die failure to 
free Private Clegg, who at that 
time was in jail for shooting a 
joyrider in Northern Ireland. 

The 51-year-old MP for 
Elth am bad told the court he 
was prepared to talk ro two 
Sunday Express journalists at 
his Surrey home. He had 
explained he did not see any 
Jink with his decision to 
appear at the meeting and the 
failure of the House of Lords 
action to free Private Gegg. 
Mr Lewington was not one of 
the two journalists. The article 


which appeared the following 
day did not contain one refer¬ 
ence to his remarks to the 
journalists on why he attended 
the meeting on behalf of his 
peace group. New Dialogue. 

George Carman, QC, repre¬ 
senting Express Newspapers 
and Brian Hitchen, then edi¬ 
tor of the Sunday Express, said 
the article was’fair comment 
on matters of great public 
interest. 

Justin Walford, legal advis¬ 
er to Express Newspapers, 
which were also ordered to 
pay the estimated £250.000 
costs of the eight-day case, 
said the company was consid¬ 
ering an appeal because of the 
questions raised over press 
freedom. 

A statement from the peace 
group New Dialogue said; 
“Peter Bottomley*s principled 
stand against paramilitary 
violence — and any illegiti¬ 
mate use of force in Northern 
Ireland and more widely — 
deserves wide respect. So does 
his decision to stand up to the 
innuendo and inaccuracies of 
some tabloid journalism." 




Bottomley; attended meeting for peace group 
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Parents of 
murdered 
girl appeal 
for help 

By Gillian Bowditch 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

THE family of a 16-year-old 
schoolgirl, murdered as she 
walked home from a panto¬ 
mime, appealed yesterday for 
help in finding her killer. 

Police believe Mhairi Julyan 
was the victim of a sex attack. 
She is believed to have been 
strangled and badly beaten. 
Her attacker is likely to have 
been heavily bloodstained. 

The dead girl’s father, Philip 
Julyan, 46, supported by his 
wife Maureen, 46, and his 21- 
year-old daughter Claire, held 
back tears as he said: “Just 
come forward and let the 
police know. WeVe got to find 
out. We must." 

Mhairi was murdered as 
she walked home from the 
Steeping Beauty pantomime 
at the Palace Theatre. Kilmar¬ 
nock. on Saturday night. Her 
body was found in under¬ 
growth near the Stagecoach 
bus depot 150 yards from her 
home on Sunday at 3pm. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Bob Lauder of Strathclyde 
Police said there was "a very 
real possibility” that the killer 
had local knowledge. 
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Win a year's worth of 
supermarket shopping 

PLUS 

David Sinclair on the 
best of Britpop 
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IN THE TIMES 



A Methuselah of 
Moet & Chandon to the 
solver of our jumbo 
crossword — and 36 
magnums to be won in 
Weekend 
PLUS 

End-of-year quiz in the 

Magazine 
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Could you send a boner gift this Christmas? 


Disinfectant, nappies, washing materials 
- not the first things to spring to mind 
when you think about buying presents 
this Christmas. But for mothers in 
Bosnia who have almost nothing left 
with which to care for their children, 
these basic essentials mean the world. 
And they can be found in each baby 
box sent with a donation in Britain to a 
despairing mother in Bosnia, via British 
charity Feed the Children. 
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A s peace m Bosnia is tram¬ 
pled in die corridors of 
power, a young mother shelter¬ 
ing hi a tractor cabin in north¬ 
west Bosnia knows whin the 
really important issue is tonight: 
bow to keep her shivering and 
vulnerable toddler safe from 
disease and infection in appal¬ 
ling conditions and biting cold. 

She has been living on the 
edge of life, since October, 
when she was forced to flee 
her home in Velika Kladusa 
- with only five.minutes to 
pack a carrier bag - and huddle 
with 22,000 other people along 
five kilometres of road in 
Klupjensko valley. 

She is one of 14,000 mothers 
in Bosnia and Croatia who have 
received baby boxes foil of 
the basic essentials they need lo 
help protect their children from 
die filthy conditions in which 
they are surviving: dean nap¬ 
pies and baby cream to soothe 
burning nappy rash, soap to 
wash urine-soaked babygros 
and dirty nappes, antiseptic for 
cuts, disinfectant for the muddy 
floors of their shelters.. 


less ness surrounding these 
mothers and children, saying 
‘we know how hard it is for 
you, we care what happens to 
you,'” explains Gaynor Jones, 
Volunteer Co-ordinator at Feed 
the Children. "They take it 
very personally." 

“I wanted to send 
some love with all 
the practical things 
in a baby box.” 

• So do the individuals who 
rake up Feed the Children's 
invitation to send a message 
along with their £30 donation. 
“Seeing those mothers in 
Bosnia on the television, cling¬ 
ing to their children for dear 
life in appalling conditions, 
I wanted to do more than 
send a donation,” says Karin 
Weatherup, who has sent 
a baby box. “I wanted to send 
a message. I wanted lo say to 
the mother opening the box, 
'You’re doing an amazing job, 
and my family think about you 
every night'. Feed the Children 
enabled me to do that, for 
which I'm veiy grateful." 

Julie Griffin was drawn to 
the idea of sending a baby box 
to Bosnia for die same reason. 
"I just wanted to send some 
love with all the practical 
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Despite the Dayton peace initiative, mothers and young children in Bosnia trying to rebuild 
their lives need even the most basic essentials to succeed. 



A message from you this 
Christmas would mean so 
much to a Bosnian mother. 

things in a baby box. It was 
that personal involvement 
which really appealed to me.” 

Does peace hi 
Bosnia make 
a inference? 

In many areas of Bosnia, 
peace simply means that the 
shooting has stopped. But the 
problem is that whole commu¬ 
nities have been chased from 
their homes, and are either too 
afraid to return or will find 
only a scorched patch of earth 
or borabed-out shell where 
their home used to be. 

“There are many truly lost 
people," says Stewart Crocker. 
Deputy Director at Feed the 
Children. “We must ensure 
they are not forgotten amidst 
the news of the Dayton peace 
initiative. Their needs are 
tremendous, especially those 
of the mothers and young 
children. They are trying to 
move forward, trying to re¬ 
build their lives. 

"People in Britain can take 
one major worry from these 
mothers by giving them what 
they need to care for their little 
ones - a Feed the Children 
baby box.” 
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and baby. if you would 
orcomplete apd return 
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Children in Bosnia and 
Croatia have suffered enough. 
You can help them recover. 

Frammetoyoti 


Call 0990 600610 now to tell us how many baby boxes you would like to send. OR please complete and return this foroL^j 


Please send 


baby box(es) at £30 each on my behalf. 

■L 1 enclose a cheque for £_(total amount) made payable to Feed the Children. 

H JH OR Please debit £_ from my CD Visa D Access Q Switch 

1 card number 0330 LOIO OTTI OXE 
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Constables 
win libel 
damages 
from BBC 

By A Staff Reporter 

TWO policemen who sued the 
BBC over a Panorama pro¬ 
gramme they said portrayal 
them as racists won libel 
damages yesterday. 

In a unanimous verdict 
returned after nearly seven 
hours of deliberation, a High 
Court jury awarded PC Chris¬ 
topher Wright £12*500 and PC 
Peter Callaghan E4.000. The 
BBC was also ordered to pay 
the costs of the case* unofficial¬ 
ly estimated at £200.000. 

The officers were not named 
in the programme in April 
(991. called Race Hate UK, but 
said they were identifiable to 
colleagues and the public in 
east London. 

Lord Williams of Mostyn. 
QC. for the officers, told Mr 
Justice Curtis and the jury that 
the BBC programme, seen by 
2.8 million viewers, portrayed 
them as racist officers who 
arrested an Asian shopkeeper 
— later acquitted of assaulting 
a white customer — for no 
reason other than his race and 
colour. “That is a lie," Lord 
Williams said. “They were two 
constables carrying out their 
duty, which is not always easy 
and not always simple." Their 
reputations were seriously 
damaged and their feelings 
greatly hurt 

The BBC denied libel and 
pleaded fair comment, saying 
that the officers were not 
identifiable from the pro¬ 
gramme. and that it did not 
accuse them of being racist. 


‘Ultimate detective job’ for philosopher-policeman likened to Morse 

___ _ _^ 




commander 
leads fight for 
poetic justice 

From Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 







A WATERCOLOUR! ST 
with a taste for Chinese phi¬ 
losophy and American Civil 
War history was yesterday 
named as Britain’s new 
national anti-terrorist co¬ 
ordinator. 

Commander John Grieve, 
currently director of criminal 
intelligence at Scotland Yard, 
will take command of the 
Yard's anti-terrorist branch 
SO 13 in February and oversee 
investigations across the 
country. 

Colleagues regard the 49- 
year-old philosophy and psy¬ 
chology graduate as a shrewd 
but unconventional police¬ 
man. He has been compared 
to Colin Dexter's cerebral 
Inspector Morse — he shares 
a taste for poetry and quota¬ 
tion with the fictional Oxford 
detective, but is more likely to 
quote modern American nov¬ 
elists than the Greek classics. 
Also, he prefers rock and roll 
to opera. 

He studied the American 
Civil War campaigns in detail 
for lessons on fighting crime. 


and believes the campaign 
against the Apaches in the 
1880s could teach policemen 
how to deal with Britain's 
c rimin als. He is not afraid to 
be controversial. Eighteen 
months ago he told chief 
constables the time might 
now have arrived to consider 
licensing (bug dealers. 

Mr Grieve is a weekend 
painter whose heroes include 
Whistler, instead of sending 
postcards to friends, he gives 
sketches of places be visits on 
official duties. On Saturdays 
he forsakes work for painting 
classes. His favourite authors 
include Dostoevsky and Beck¬ 
ett and he is fond of the 
sayings of Joseph Fouchd, 
Napoleon's chief of 
intelligence. 

After the Yard announced 
his appointment, Mr Grieve 
quoted from a speech by 
Seamus Heaney, the Nobel 
prize-winning Irish poet say¬ 
ing: “By its very nature, the 
atrocious is always with us. 
We should be prepared for the 
worst and hope for the best" 
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Commander John Grieve will head a staff of 97 handling terrorist investigations across the country 


He said his new post was “the 
ul tima te detective job — I am 
pleased to be doing it It 
is obviously an extremely 
worthwhile job." 

He takes over a staff of 97 
from Commander David 
Tucker, who is becoming 
head of security with tbe 
supermarket chain Sains- 
bury. Mr Grieve will assume 
command at a time when the 
IRA ceasefire has held for 
more than a year and his 
officers will be concentrating 
on new work. This already 


includes animal liberation 
groups and the rise of vio¬ 
lence linked to political 
extremism. 

Officers are studying fun¬ 
damentalists' campaigns in 
Paris* poison attacks on the 
Tokyo underground railway 
and the Oklahoma bombing, 
for any possible lessons for 
the British scene. 

The appointment of Mr 
Grieve is seen as an indica¬ 
tion that police in Britain 
accept that the threat from 
terrorism mil continue, what¬ 


ever happens in Northern 
Ireland. 

Mr Grieve is the son of a 
Newcastle accountant. A po¬ 
liceman for 30 years, he 
started on the beat in Clap- 
ham and went to Newcastle 
University where his degree 
theses included one on foot¬ 
ball fans and their ability to 
pick up the teat of chants. 

He commanded Bethnal 
Green in the East End of 
London, and is also an expert 
on the crimes of Jack the 
Ripper. He has risen before 


dawn to take part in Flying 
Squad raids and became a 
Master of Philosopy at 
CranfiekL He drew up key 
guidelines on informers, and 
this year defended the han¬ 
dling of a Yardie informer 
who was discovered to be 
involved in armed robbery. 

His friends say that one of 
his favourite quotations is a 
line from a book by Cormack 
McCarthy about poverty in 
the Deep South. The line 
reads: “There are dragons in 
the wings of the world." 


Subsidy 
fraud by 
farmers 
tops £8m 

BY NlGEt WULLtAMSON '' 
WHITEHALL CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH farmers and food 
producers cheated the com¬ 
mon agricultural policy oul of 
more than £8.7 million last 

year. 

The amount of detected 
fraud has nearly doubled in 
two years, according to-a 
report yesterday by the Nat¬ 
ional Audit Office on the 
CAP’S Intervention Board, 
which pays farmers to encour¬ 
age production or to guaran¬ 
tee prices for products such as 
beef. Detected fraud in 1992 
totalled £4.5 million. 

Cases included: 
a Beef intended as food aid 
for Romania which ended up 
on a market stall in Romford, 
east London. As a result 
regulations were in traduced to 
make it an offence for 
unauthorised recipients of sur¬ 
plus food to sell it 

□ Seventy-two tons of beef for 
which CAP intervention fund¬ 
ing was claimed but which 
originated in South America; 

□ A dairy farmer who sold 
milk in excess of his quota 
allocation for four years with¬ 
out declaring the production. 
He received a heavy fine. 

The audit office has recom¬ 
mended a series of measures 
to enable the Intervention 
Board to detect fraud more 
systematically. The board has 
introduced a free telephone 
service to allow informers 
to disclose suspected 
irregularities. 
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KATE ADIE has survived 
bullets and shrapnel in the 
war zones of the world with¬ 
out. so far as it is known, 
suffering serious injury, but 
she has now been forced to 
return home after fracturing 1 
an ankle when falling on ice in 
former Yugoslavia. 

More than a million people 
in Britain fall on ice each year. 
.The fractures from which they 
suffer depend, to some extent 
on their age but in general the 
collar bone, wrist lower part 
of the forearm, ankles and 
hips are most at risk. 

Kate Adie was unlucky. 
Most people who twist their 
ankles when they fall suffer no 
more than an inversion 
sprain, an injury particularly 
likely to be suffered by those 
whose ankles tend to turn 
inwards when they relax and 
who wear out the outermost 
part of their shoes. These 
patients tend to twist their 
ankles when they lose their 
balance, and in some cases fall 
so heavily that they fracture 
the bones around the ankle. 

Perrival Port an 18th- 
century surgeon at St Barthol¬ 
omew's Hospital in London, 
was the first to describe frac¬ 
ture dislocations of the ankle, 
but his description was less 
than precise and it is uncertain 
whether he was describing a 
break in both the bones of the 


lower leg. -the tibia and the 
fibula, at the ankle or merely a 
break in the smaller of the two 
bones, the fibula, which is 
more common, with a dis¬ 
placement of the ankle bone 
beneath it ■ r 

The main ankle joint, with 
subsidiary joints in die small 
bones beneath it. is a complex 
system capable of multiple 
movements and linked by 
strong ligaments which either 
snap or, if they hold, detach 
pieces from the main bony' 
structures when subjected to 
abnormal strains. 

A serious fracture of the 
ankle joint may involve 
months of disability, and later 
osteoarthritis of the joint 
Even a simple one usually 
means six to eight weeks in 
plaster although it is possible 
to shorten this if surgeons can 
screw the jigsaw together. 

Winter will also bring many 
breaks to the upper limb. 
Most elderly people, as they 
faff, mil sustain a Colles’s 
fracture, a break to the lower 
portion of the bone in the 
forearm, but young and fit will 
break the scaphoid in the 
wrist and adolescents will 
fracture their collar bones. 
The Queen should always be 
proud that when she fell she 
fractured her scaphoid, an 
injury more common in those 
40 years her junior. 
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Aristocrat faked burglary at country estate where presidents and princes gathered 



Passer-by 
tried to help 
man with 
car bomb 

A,PASSER-BY offered to give, 
a lift to a man planting a 
home-made bomb under the i 
car of a friend who had been 
having an affair with his wife. 

Robert Graham, a television 
engineer, was lying on his 
back under the Mercedes be¬ 
longing to John Hall when the 
passer-by asked if he needed 
any help. 

“He thought I was working 
under the car and offered to 
give me a hand and that was 
when I panicked,” Graham 
told a jury at Manchester 
Crown Court He said He- 
shoved the "bomb", made 
from three fireworks and a 
bag of petrol, into a crevice 
under the car while it was 
parked in a dimly lit street and 
hurriedly left die scene. 

Graham said, however, that 
he never expected the device to ; 
explode and wanted it to be ; 
discovered so that his wife’s i 
lover would “go through the ! 
same mental anguish as me”, , 
He Mid; “The affair had 
gnawed away at me day after I 
day. My intention was to i 
frighten him and get it out of 
my system.” 

Graham denies making die 
explosive device with intent to 
endanger life but admits a 
bomb hoax charge- The prose¬ 
cution alleges that Graham, | 
45,:.from Rpyton, Greater 
Manchester, made the bomb 
in revenge after he discovered 
that his wife of 23 years, 
Lorraine, had been having an 
affair with Mr HaH, mar 
next-door ndghbour. 

The bomb was found when 
the car went for a service. j 
Mechanics fled in panic and i 
called Army bomb disposal 
expats. The trial continues. 


Private eye 
slipped up 
on video 
assignment 

By Paul Wilkinson 

A PRIVATE detective’s blun¬ 
der cost Britain^ biggest 
brewer dearly when he tried to 
videotape a woman the com¬ 
pany suspected was claiming 
damages dishonestly. 

The detective was sent to 
shadow Christine Macdonald, 
35, who was injured after 
slipping an a cellar hatch 
outside one of its pubs. His 
film showed .her bustling 
round stores, lifting heavy 
shopping, and driving her car. 

But when Scottish & 
Newcastle Breweries sherwed 
the recording to the mother of 
five from Middlesbrough on 
the eve of the court hearing of 
her negligence daira, she told 
them: “ThaTs not me.” Now 
the company has agreed an 
out of court settlement of 
about £15,000. 

Mrs Macdonald slipped an 
the wet, mass-covered wooden 
cellar hatch in 1990, da m aging 
her knee. She had to give up 
work as a care assistant and 
suffered pain when walking 
far. She is about to have a 
carbon implant. 

The woman mistaken for 
Mrs Macdonald was filmed 
driving to ber smart semi-' 
detached home to unload 
shopping. The real Mrs Mac¬ 
donald cannot walk fast 
because of her injury, does not 
drive, lives in a terraced 
council house and is unable to 
liftanything heavy. 

She said yesterday: “Their 
barrister’s face was a picture 
when we painted out they had 
filmed the wrong woman... It 
was obviously not me.” 

Scottish & Newcastle Brew¬ 
eries declined to commenL 


Sack awaits worker 
for night on the tiles 


HIGH-FLYERS. who re¬ 
sponded to an advertisement 
for an international logistics 
director found themselves 
with faces as red as Ru¬ 
dolph's nose yesterday (Paul 
WQkmson writes). . 

The job. based in “the 
Arctic Circle corridor” re¬ 
quired an applicant able to 
deal with a “mid-winter peak 
in demand” from a “youthful 
global customer base'*. 

Those tbirtysometirings flu- 
enfin corporate-speak foxed 

off their CVs - - ■ only , tor find 
they bad been, hoaxed in a 
festive joke fry a Newcastle 
mnagemcant consultancy 
firm, - t'KR. The advert;; 
whidj appeared m the ritys 
evening paper, was how die 
cpsmany envisaged; today's 


fr nman resources depart¬ 
ments would draw up a job 
description for the post , of 
Santo Claus. 

Applicants bad to be .ex¬ 
perts at planning and dkk 
distribution “because the en¬ 
tire yeart output bas to be 
delivered in just one nighf”. 
Despite more dues — like 
mmsaal corporate transport 
and the need to be “hairy, 
and have a jolly; gregarious. 
Int el p ers o nal style and _an 
inside knowledge of chim¬ 
neys” — some people sent 
gemnne appficatio&s. 

Mfte Goddnun, a consul¬ 
tant with CPCR, said: “We , 
had tpiite a response, I dunk j 
most people ffaougxt it was a 
wind-up hot there were a few 
who were caugif out" 
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Brocket faces prison for 
£4.5m insurance swindle 


ALAIN DOtfZE 


By Richard Duce 

LORD BROCKET, a polo¬ 
playing friend of the Prince of 
Wales, is facing a prison 
sentence after admitting his 
part in a £4.5 million insur¬ 
ance fraud involving his col¬ 
lection of classic cars. 

The Old Etonian and for¬ 
mer Army officer looked wor¬ 
ried in the dock at Luton 
Crown Court yesterday as 
Judge Rodwell, QC ad¬ 
journed his case for pre¬ 
sent endng reports. 

The judge told Brocket, 
owner erf the 5.000-acre Brock¬ 
et Hall estate in Hertford¬ 
shire; “I want to make it clear 
that by ordering a pre-sen¬ 
tence report it doesn't mean 
you are going to receive any¬ 
thing other than a custodial 
sentence.” Brocket, 43, was 
told the length of his sentence 
would be determined by what 
was in the reports. Brocket, 
who inherited the estate at the 
age of 13, was charged as 
Charles Ronald Nall-Cain. 

He appeared in the dock 
with an employee, Stephen 
Gwyther, 40, a mechanic, of 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts- 
fordshire; Richard Furtado. 
41. a classic car salesman, also 
of Welwyn Garden Q’ty; and 
Michael Campbell-Bowling, 
59, a financial consultant of 
Fulham, west London. All four 
men were charged with con¬ 
spiracy to defraud, alleging 
that between May 17, 1989. 
and September 1, 1994, they 
conspired together and with a 
fifth man, Mark Caswell, 
another employee of Brackett 
to defraud siidi persons as 
could be induced to part with 
money. 

Broket and Gwyther plead¬ 
ed guilty to the charge, but Mr 
Furtado and Mr Camr 
Bowling denied the 


Lady Brocket was given 

a divorce in September 

Peter Stage, for the prosecu¬ 
tion, then asked Judge Rod- 
well for 14 days so that a deci¬ 
sion could be reached on 
whether it was in the public 
interest to proceed with a trial 
against Mr Furtado and Mr 
Campbell-Bowling. 

The prosecution against 
Brocket whose stately home 
has been used as a film 
backdrop, followed his claim 
that there had been a burglary 
at in May 1991. He had said 
that four high-value classic 
cars had been stolen from a 
showroom on the estate at 
Lemsford. The cars were a 
1952 Ferrari 340 America, a 
1955 Ferrari Europe, a Ferrari 
195 Sport and a 1960 Maserati 
Ttpo Bird Cage. His entire 
collection had once been val¬ 
ued at £20 million. 

He had incurred huge debts 
after the house was trans¬ 
formed into a conference 
centre with a golf course in the 
grounds. 

At the time. Brocket, a 
father of three, told the press 
dial the thieves had calmed 
out a "professional job” by 
removing the alarm system. 
In February this year he was 
arrested and accused of at¬ 


tempting to deceive his 
insurers. 

After the hearing, Steven 
Barker, his solictor, said: “He 
has pleaded guilty and he has 
had to live with that derision 
for some time. He is prepared 
to go to prison but he is tor 
more concerned with the wel¬ 
fare of his children. It is a sad 
and unfortunate case.” 

Brocket’s ancestry can be 
traced back to 5th-centuzy 
Irish kings. His grandfather 
bought a baronetcy in 1921. 
The family motto is The Cat 
Striked is Meric. 

The Georgian family house 
was once the home of Vis¬ 
count Melbourne, Prime Min¬ 
ister during the 1830s. and is 
where the waltz is said to have 
been introduced to England. 

In the 1980s. after it became 
a conference centre, Margaret 
Thatcher, as Prime Minister, 
greeted Presidents Gorbach¬ 
ev, Reagan and Bush there. 

Brocket hired out the hall 
with its 48 bedrooms and 30 
bathrooms for up to £25.000 a 
day while the family moved 


into a smaller house on the 
estate. 

Brocket married lsabell 
Lorenzo, an international 
model, in Las Vegas in 1982, 
and they became society’s 
golden couple. He was seen as 
the dashing aristocrat she the 
beautiful heiress; her father 
was a Cuban businessman 
who made a fortune in ball¬ 
point pens. As a model, she 
had earned £10,000 a week. 

The marriage became trou¬ 
bled. Lady Brocket reportedly 
made two suicide attempts 
and was treated for a nervous 
breakdown. She sought a di¬ 
vorce on the ground of her 
husband's unreasonable be¬ 
haviour. It was granted by the 
High Cburt in September. 

Yesterday, the judge ad¬ 
journed the case for 28 days 
and all four men were granted 
bail. Brocket is on £30,000 bail 
and his surety was said to be 
flying in from America to sign 
the papers today. The judge 
ordered that Brocket should 
be arrested unless the surety 
was signed in 24 hours. 


Lord Brocket's classic-car collection was once valued at £20 million. Yesterday he admitted conspiracy to defraud 
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‘Defective regime 
is wrecking 
fishing industiy’ 


By Alice Thomson and James Iandale 


THE common fisheries policy 
is the diktai of Brussels bu¬ 
reaucrats and their political 
apparatchiks. Christopher 
Gill told MPs yesterday. 

Mr Gill, the Euro-sceptic 
MP for Ludlow, said that it 
was failing to protect fishing 
stocks, alienating public opin¬ 
ion. making criminals of hon¬ 
est people and encouraging 
short-term exploitation at the 
expense of genuine conserva¬ 
tion. It was also “perpetuating 
the situation in which a vital 
British interest is compro¬ 
mised by the process of quali¬ 
fied majority voting". 

Speaking in yesterday's 
Commons debate, he argued 
that the Government's case 

against withdrawal from the 
policy hung on three points: 
the time it would take to 
negotiate satisfactory bilateral 
agreements with other coun¬ 
tries. the absence of strong 
objections to the policy in the 
past, and legal problems asso- 
riated with disengagement. 

“1 trust that the whole 
House will recognise that 
none of these is sufficient in 
itself to justify the perpetua¬ 
tion of a regime which is so 
obviously defective in that it is 
predpitaring the demise of the 
British fishing industry.” 

Opening the debate, Mich¬ 
ael Forsyth, the Scottish Sec¬ 
retary. told the 17 Tory 
supporters of an amendment 
calling for a withdrawal from 
the common fisheries policy 
that if they voted with Labour 
— “a bunch of sell-out mer¬ 
chants" — they risked compro¬ 
mising everything, including 
the respect of British fisher¬ 
men. Labours amendment 
was “simply a squalid exerdse 
in synthetic patriotism by 


those whose sole objective is to 
try to entice some Tories to 
withhold their support from 
the Government". 

Later, the Government tried 
to win back the support of 
Tory MPs with fishing constit¬ 
uencies by announcing the 
reinstatement of a £12 million 
capital grant scheme for Eng¬ 
lish harbours that was cut in 
the Budget The Harbour 
Grant scheme and the Mar¬ 
keting and Processing scheme 
— both worth £2 million a year 
each until 1998 — were cut 
despite protests by Tory MPs 
in the South West 

However, the Euro-sceptics 
still accused the Government 
of selling out to Brussels by 
allowing Spanish boats into 
UK waters from January!. 

Sir Richard Body (C, Hol¬ 
land with Boston), the remain¬ 
ing “whipless" Euro-rebel, 
said British fishermen had no 
confidence in their future, 
espedally after the renegotia¬ 
tion of the fisheries policy in 
2002. “They have no idea what 
will happen to them." 

Rupert Allason iC, Torbay). 






Gill: attack on 
Brussels diktat 


said the Foreign Office had 
made too many compromises 
to Brussels. He told Mr 
Baldiy. 'who will be in Brus¬ 
sels on Thursday: “I urge you, 
1 beg you, fight tor Britain's 
interests — because if you 
don't, no one else will, certain¬ 
ly not the Foreign Office.” 

John Wilkinson (C. Ruislip 
and Northwood) sakL- The 
CFP is a busted flush and we 
should have no further part of 
it. If we had a 200-mile limit it 
would be far more effective 
and if we fail to conserve the 
fault will only be ours." 

Sir Edward Heath said that 
a common fisheries policy was 
needed to conserve European 
fish stocks. “The Government 
is quite right to pursue that 
endeavour. And it can be done 
successfully." 

The former Prime Minister, 
who rejected a Euro-sceptic 
claim that he was a “traitor” to 
his country. He urged poten¬ 
tial Tory rebels: “You owe 
your constituents not only 
your energy but also your 
judgment. Is it your judgment 
tonight that this is an event 
and a matter which justifies 
you in defeating this Govern¬ 
ment? That is the crucial 
question which you've got to 
answer." 

For Labour. Gavin Strang, 
the Shadow Agriculture Min¬ 
ister. accused the Government 
of failing to represent the 
British fishing industry in 
Europe. “It is utterly unaccept¬ 
able that we should be decom¬ 
missioning vessels to facilitate 
additional fishing opportuni¬ 
ties around the UK for the 
fishing industry of one of our 
European partners. The prior¬ 
ity must be to conserve our 
stocks." 
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Cricket facing US challenge 


By Arthur Leathley, political correspondent 


MALCOLM RiFKIND yes¬ 
terday inspired dreams of 
England's cricketers beating 
(he West Indies in a Test 
series, a feat last accom¬ 
plished in 1969. 

The Foreign Secretary ac¬ 
cepted that devotion to cricket 
among youngsters in the Ca¬ 
ribbean is being eroded by the 
growing domination of Amer¬ 
ican sports there. 

Jim Lester, Tory MP for 
Broxtowe. complained to Mr 
Rifitind that the BBC World 
Service's Test match coverage 
is being sidelined by the 
success of the US broadcaster 


CNN. "We need to look very 
carefully at the way we can 
preserve the Commonwealth 
culture, particularly for young 
people.” he said. "When they 
start playing basketball and 
baseball instead of cricket in 
the West Indies, you know 
something^ going wrong." 

Mr Rifkind replied: "1 very 
strongly agree with you." 

Mr' Lester, who recently 
made a fact-finding visit to the 
Caribbean with members of 
the Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee, joined other To¬ 
ries to press for greater fund¬ 
ing of BBC World Service 


radio and television to boost 
British influence. "In the Ca¬ 
ribbean. virtually every input 
into that society is American." 
he said. “They can’t even 
watch the Commonwealth 
Games on Television.” 

Mr Rifkind said that the 
planned £5.4 million, or 20 
per cent, cut in Foreign Office 
funding next year would not 
harm die World Service's 
broadcasting output “Our ad¬ 
miration for the World Ser¬ 
vice should not lead us to 
assume they are to be insulat¬ 
ed from the normal, rigours of 
financial discipline." 


Only eight more unitary authorities backed 


By Ian Murray 


THE commission in charge of redraw¬ 
ing the map of shire England recom¬ 
mended the creation of only eight more 
unitary councils yesterday, dashing 
John Gummer's hopes of a radical 
change in local government 
The eight are the only ones approved 
from a list of 21 sent to the Local 


Government Commission in June by 
the Environment Secretary. He was so 
disappointed then with the low num¬ 
ber of unitary authorities recommend-: 
ed k>y the commission that he sacked its 
chairman. Sir John Banham, and 
ordered his replacement. Sir David 
Cooksey, to do another review. 

If Parliament accepts these final 
recommendations only 46 unitary 


authorities will be established and 
services for almost half the population 
will continue to be administered by the 
old two-tier system. The eight are 
Blackburn, Blackpool, the merged 
Kent towns of Rochester and Gilling¬ 
ham. Haltort arid Warrington in 
Cheshire, Peterborough. Thurrock in 
Essex and The Wrekin in Shropshire. 

Among those rejected were Exeter, 


Norwich. Gloucester and Northamp¬ 
ton. whith ran their own affairs for 
centuries before being absorbed into 
their counties by the 1974 local govern¬ 
ment review. Frank Dobson. Shadow 
Environment Secretary, said he was 
profoundly disappointed that the coun¬ 
ty towns had lost their case, adding: 
The whole process of local govern¬ 
ment reorganisation has been a mess.” 


YESTERDAY in the Commons: questions 
to environment mmtetera and the Prime 
Mnister debate on Ehe common fisheries 
policy. In the Lords: debates on Lords 
procedure and on the Criminal Procedure 
and Investi g a t ions BB, committee stage. 
TODAY In the Commons: backbench 
debates on the proposed international 
passenger station at SraUord, east 
London; sdwote In Breadstairs,' the future 
of KnockhUl racetrack. Scottish questions 
will be toflowad by a debate on the 
Humber Bridge (Debts) Bffl, all stages. In 
the Lads: debates on the increase in 
litigation and con se quences for the 
professions; the case for a statutory 
limitation on cheque-book joisnrfsni; the 
Western European Tme Bfa. 


I n hinifcight. ; general 
elections always seem to' 
have been_iheld cm the- 

only possible day.' Before¬ 
hand, there is often ;enor-' 
• mews uncertainty. A wkJo.- 
variety of possible dates -iff * 
usually’ considered by the*. 
Prime Minister of the day. 

Margaret Thatcher called 
the 1983 and 1987 elections, in 
each case witha year to go in 
the life of the Parliaments, 
only after virtually being 
pushed'into the announce. 
mem by her advisers. Of 
course, she wanted to bind 
the Cabinet to the decision, 
but she also wanted to. 
consider all options, in ex¬ 
haustive discussion. 

John Major was the same. 
April 9 now looks the ideal 
date for his 1992 victory, after 
the legislation approving the 
council tax had been ap¬ 
proved by Parliament and 
after Norman Lamont had 
produced his Budget with a 
2 Gp starting' rate of 'income 
tax. But in Too Close To 
CalL Sarah Hogg and Jona¬ 
than Hill reveal how a series 
of dates was considered, 
from late spring 1991 on¬ 
wards. There was even talk, 
qukkiy dismissed, of recall¬ 
ing Parliament on December 
27 so as to hold an election on 
January 23. Almost every 
other Thursday from then 
onwards was debated. 

The choice in 1996-97 is 
equally complicated. The op¬ 
tions are viewed in a note by 
Andrew Lansley, former 
head of the Conservative 
Research Department and. 
Paul Wheeler. Labour's elec¬ 
tions co-otdinator until a 
month ago, of the Public 
Policy Unit, a firm of polit¬ 
ical consultants. As largued 
last Thursday, the Tories are 
unlikely to be forced into an 
early election as a result of 
further by-election losses re¬ 
moving their majority. Gov¬ 
ernments can survive for : 
some time without an overall 
majorily, espedally since it 
does not look in the interests 
of the Ulster Unionists to 
exchange their influence 
over Mr Major for a mqjv 
ority Labour government 
Mr Lansley and Mr 
Wheeler identify five pos¬ 
sible dates: October 10 next 
year (after the holidaysL-tiur-’ 
avoiding the party cbnfS^ 
ences): November 14 



A s Lansley and 

Wheeler' argue, Mr - : •• 
Major will face a 
dilemma in the early au-' 
tumn of next year about 
whether to take The political 
initiative for an election. In 
1978-79, James Callaghan 
waited, and Labour probar 
bly did worse as. a result In 
1991-92, M£ M^jOf .was ckU: : 
tious. and was justified. jBtif 
he has been bold, notably ifc. J 
forcing the leadership issue 
six months ago. My money is 
still on 1997, and May I. bur - ■ 
Mr Major will still have 
plenty of earlier dates^gert?.? - 
ailed mtoTiirffiaiy:- ; 
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(launched on the badcof the ■ : 

To# conference): December 

12 (after an tarty tax-cutting;:, 
,Buda^y&rf4J997 Icoin- ■ 
dding. .with dire first date y 
when Budget tax changes 
take effect); and-.;May i.. . 
(which the authors note is, 
“the preferred dale among' 
Conservatives generally, and ; 
the party organisationi-The - 
latter date would follow tfie 

firstfufimOTftofjmplemfinr.. . 

tation of tax changes arid 
coincide with the county 
council elections. ■ 

The Tory party organis ¬ 
ation and the manifesto will • 
be ready from next summer. ;v ‘ 
But the only argument for ’ ! 
one of the 1996 dates isif the ■ ' 
Tories manage a dramatic 
recovery in the opinion polls, - 
narrowing the gap with Lajg-W 
our to a single figured anej;! 
also if there is a favourable: ' 
political background provid¬ 
ed by, say. a breakthrough to 
the Northern Ireland peace- 
talks or by the European 
in rer-govemm en tal confer-, 
ence. AU these look tong"- 
shots. There is no evidence- 
yet of any sustained pick tip 
in Tory poll ratings. Mqre- - 
over. as the psephologist:: 
Robert Waller has pointed 
out the Tories face very big' 
lasses in the council elections ■ 
next May, probably'more . 
than half the seats they are b 
defendtogi since compariwn 
wfll be with .the Very gbod '. 
Tbiy results in the elections ' 
fought a month after the 1992- . 
general election. m : . 


Peter Riddel^t 
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Burden of Bosnia 
mission taken up 
by British general 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 
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NATO formally lakes com¬ 
mand of peace operations in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina this 
morning, beginning a unique 
mission in the alliance’s hist¬ 
ory which includes the objec¬ 
tive of withdrawing from 
former Yugoslavia 365 days 
from today. 

Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Walker, the British 
officer who will be operational 
commander of the 60,000 
ground troops taking part in 
the peace implementation mis¬ 
sion, arrived in Sarajevo yes¬ 
terday to prepare for his 
historic takeover from the 
United Nations Protection 
Force (Unprofor). 

The transition will be 
marked this morning at a 
parade at Sarajevo airport 
during which the UN flag will 
be lowered and the Nato flag 
will be raised. The mosr senior 
Nato officer at today's parade 
will be Admiral Leighton 
Smith, the US commander of 
Nato's Allied Forces Southern 


Europe, who will be in overall 
command of Operation Joint 
Endeavour, with headquar¬ 
ters in Sarajevo. 

General Walker, who will 
be in day-to-day control of the 
Nato-led troops, will be based 
initially in Kiseljak. outside 
Sarajevo, as commander of 
Nato's Allied Rapid Reaction 









General Walker arrives 
in Sarajevo yesterday 


Carps headquarters, which is 
running the peace implemen¬ 
tation mission. 

General Walker, 51, said 
that Nato had arrived in 
Bosnia in a "very deliberate 
and non-aggressive way". He 
said: “We are here to imple¬ 
ment a peace agreement 
which has been given the 
consent of the parties here at 
the wry highest level." 

As Nato got ready for the 
peace opertion, France last 
night called for Europe to be 
given a formal collective voice 
within a “renovated" Nato 
alliance, and said the Western 
European Union (WEU) de¬ 
fence grouping should estab¬ 
lish its own military 
command. The proposals, 
made by Charles Mill on. the 
French Defence Minister, are 
likely to be greeted with suspi¬ 
cion by Britain and America. 

!n Brussels, Javier Solatia 
took over as Nato Secretary- 
General and pledged to ex¬ 
pand the alliance eastwards. 
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Richard Holbrooke: in his diplomatic swansong, he hopes to repeat his success 
with the Bosnia peace deal by trying to resolve the ethnic divisions in Cyprus 
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PC PACKAGE FROM ESCOM 
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T he Man from ESCOM 
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yoar family's needs. 


“You'd be surprised 
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modern technology " said 
the PC troubleshooter. “ One 
or mp customers didn't 
eeen know l/uit PC stood 
for Personal Computer. 
But who could blame him 
when most PC retailers 
take for granted that 
their customers know as 
much its them. Except 
far ESCOM that is. Our 
helpful, friendly staff 
will guide and ad rise you 


every step of the way . 
They're not just interested 
in makiny a sale, they're 
here to make sure you don 7 
end up with a system that 
will be obsolete in the 
future, or is over or under 
powered for your needs." 

So, if you’re a family 
whose kids need a PC that 
can educate and entertain 
while you take care of 
business, check out ESCOM's 
amazing deal on the 
COMMODORE multimedia 
svstem below. 
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Wall Street bids 

for peacemaker 

From Tom Rhodes in Washington 


i 


RICHARD HOLBROOKE, 
the aggressive and high- 
profile American diplomat 
who negotiated the Bosnia 
peace agreement signed in 
Paris last week, is leaving die 
Clinton Administration early 
next year to spend more time 
with his wife and family in 
New York, and may return to 
Wall Street. 

Before his resignation, 
however, the State Depart¬ 
ment’s outspoken Assistant 
Secretary of State for Euro¬ 
pean Affairs will next month 
devote his intimidating tech¬ 
niques of negotiation to the 
divided island of Cyprus. 

“I will leave early next year, 
behind my original schedule. 
I am not walking away. I will 
■ leave with total support for 
this Adminis tration, and the 
policies I was part of.” 

Mr Holbrooke, 54, joined 
the foreign service after he 
had been turned down for a 
job on The New York Times. 
His first two marriages failed. 
His third wife is Kati Marton, 
a Hungarian-bom writer. 

It was well known that Mr 
Holbrooke had become frus¬ 
trated with Washington bu¬ 
reaucracy soon after his 
arrival at the State Depart¬ 


ment after being US Ambas¬ 
sador -id Bonn. But his high- 
profile appointment as chief 
negotiator iri the Balkans Iasi 
August appeared to have giv¬ 
en fresh enthusiasm jo the 
highly ambitious diplomat 

An investment tanker be¬ 
fore joining the Administra¬ 
tion, he has been talking; to 

several firms .about returning 
to Watt Street, but expects to 
'spend more time travelling 
aud writing. “My wife wor¬ 
ried that 1 was spending more 
time with Haris Sifejdzic [the 
Bosnian Prime Minister]than 
with her," he said. 

Rarely popular with col¬ 
leagues, ■ who resented his 
heavy-handed approach, Mr 
Holbrooke is nevertheless 
credited as the only roan 
capable of bringing the war¬ 
ring presidents of Bosnia. 
Croatia and Serbia to the 
table at Dayton, Ohio, and 
twisting their arms enough to 
initial an accord. The Wash¬ 
ington rumour mill says there 
is talk of a Nobel peaceprixe. 

His replacement is exjtected 
to be John Korn bl urn, who is 
an arms control expert and 
the Deputy Assistant Secre¬ 
tary of Stale for European 
and Canadian affairs. 


Bosnian refugees 
dread command 
to go back home 

From Roger Bo yes in rerun 


A SKINNY Christmas tree 
stands in the foyer waiting to 
be dressed: young men smell¬ 
ing of aftershave and squeezed 
into Sunday suits stumble 
down the staircase on their 
way to a court hearing; girls in 
plaits talk earnestly to Barbie 
dolls about their missing 
fathers. 

Refugee centres are fid! of 
small, dramatic episodes, and 
the lichtenberg house in Ber¬ 
lin, after the signing of the 
Dayton peace accord, is no 
exception. 

A cheerful German nurse, 
immunising children, ducks 
at a nine-year-old girl: “You 
will be looking forward to 
going home any day now." To 
most Bosnians stranded in 
institutions throughout 
Europe that smacks of a 
threat. Slowly the pressure is 
growing to return those 
stranded by the Bosnian war. 

Four hundred thousand ref¬ 
ugees from former Yugoslavia 
are living in Germany, and 
some have been here for over 
three years. More than 300 of 
them, Bosnian Muslims in the 
main, are in the rundown 
Lichtenberg hostel. 

Each has a Christmas di¬ 
lemma. Alina, with a Uned 
face that could make her 
anything between 26 and 46 
years old, came to Berlin from 
eastern Bosnia-Herzegovina 


with her three children. “I 
watched as my husband was 
shot right in front of me," she 
said. The children looked on 
as she dug his grave. She was 
given a safe-conduct pass on 
condition that she made over 
the house to a Serb. 

Thousands of Bosnian Mus¬ 
lims from “ethnically clean¬ 
sed” areas went through a 
similar process; Alina knows 
she Is not unique and does not 
embellish her story. Now slie 
is'in trouble:. Alina will be in 
one of the first batches to go 
back since.she has cmly Serbi¬ 
an identity papers. “They 
think we are Serbs because we 
have Serbian passports." 

The same problem con¬ 
fronts Bisera from Banja 
Luka. She had to sign over her 
house and shop to a Serb 
family in return for a Serb 
passport. That did not prevent 
her internment in a Serb-run 
camp. 

From March 31, refugees 
from former Yugoslavia will 
no longer be given special 
privileges in Germany. They 
must either apply for political 
asylum — with a good chance 
that they will be speedily 
rejected — or return. The first 
effect of Dayton has been a 
rapid increase in refugees 
from Bosnia, anxious to secure 
special status before the rules 
are tightened. .. 
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Rabin video 
stirs doubts 
on amateur 
cameraman 



OVERSEAS NEWS 11 

China exdudes 
Patten from 
handover party 

From Jonathan Mirsky in hong kong 


From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


tfmm wn mrim'rit ■jib pxi Him didts qiti ^ 


THE first public screening of 
the only film of Yitzhak 
Rabin's assassination shocked 
Israelis last night with its 
dramatic exposure of appall¬ 
ing security lapses and raised 
more questions about the film¬ 
ing by a 37-year-old amateur 
cameraman from Tel Aviv. 

In an exclusive interview 
with Yediot Aharonot, which, 
along with the Channel Two 
commercial television net¬ 
work. paid nearly $400,000 
(£260,000) for rights to the 
video, the camerman was 
revealed as Ronni Kempler, a 
civil service accountant and 
reserve army security officer. 

Asked to explain why he 
had filmed in the darkened 
parking lot before the shooting 
took place and why he had let 
his camera linger on Yigal 
Amir, the self-confessed assas¬ 
sin. before he shot the Prime 
Minister. Mr Kempler 
claimed that even from his 
rooftop vantage point the man 
had looked suspicious. 

Israelis who read the inter¬ 
view queried why, if that were 
the case, he had not alerted the 
security forces at the Tel Aviv 
peace rally. 

Mr Kempler, the existence 
of whose film was covered up 
by the authorities for nearly a 
month, said that, using a 
camera borrowed from a 
friend, he had focused on Mr 
Amir because he looked “like a 
potential killer”. The 25-year- 



Amir might not plead 
guilty to assassination 


old law student an opponent 
of the peace process with the 
Palestinians, sat some of the 
time on the edge of a flower 
bed and also loitered unchall¬ 
enged near the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s car. 

“At first he looked suspi¬ 
cious to me as he sat by the 
plants." Mr Kempler said. 
“He had a prominent pres¬ 
ence, there is so much talk 
about political murder, about 
attacks — and he looked like a 
potential killer. Afterwards I 
told myself that he was proba¬ 
bly an undercover policeman, 
because otherwise the police 
would have dealt with him.” 

Mr Kempler’s interview in¬ 
creased concern among many 
Israelis convinced that in 
some way their much vaunted 
security services were in¬ 
volved in the assassination. It 
has already been reported that 
Mr Amir acted as an Israeli 
agent abroad and had links 
with a known agent for the 
Shin Bet internal security 
service. 

Mr Kempler told Yediot 
Aharonot-. "The whole time 1 
had the feeling something bad 
would happen — there was 
anxiety in the air. Maybe 
because in the reserves 1 deal 
in security. 1 am more sensi¬ 
tive to that. Right away, 1 told 
myself that it cannot be. There 
are so many security guards 
here... The camera shows the 
security forces as if something 
is not quite right." 

The video shows the gun¬ 
man stalking Rabin until his 
outstretched left arm nearly 
touches the Prime Minister — 
much closer than he was seen 
to get during the reconstruc¬ 
tion of the crime set up by the 
police. There are the Dashes 
from two shots and the Prime 
Minister drops to the ground 
covered by his bodyguards. 

Yesterday Mr Amir ap¬ 
peared in the Tel Aviv district 
court. His trial was adjourned 
until January 23, when he is 
expected to be asked to enter a 
plea. Despite his confession. 
Mr Amir's lawyers have said 
that he might not plead guilty. 
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Yediot Aharonot with a photograph yesterday from Ronni Kempler’s video, showing Yigal Amir shooting 
Yitzhak Rabin in the back and the flash from the gun behind the Israeli Prime Minister's shoulder 


Minister’s Bethlehem visit called off 


Jerusalem: The delayed handover of 
Bethlehem from Israeli to Palestinian 
control was further soured yesterday 
when an argument over security forced 
the cancellation of an Israeli minister's 
visit (Christopher Walker writes). 

Bethlehem city officials said that Elias 
Freij. the Christian Mayor, was angered 
when Israel! security officials ordered all 


Arab workers to leave the municipality 
building before the arrival of Uri Baram. 
the Israeli Tourism Minister. 

“The meeting was postponed because 
the behaviour of the security people was 
unjustified and was humiliating,” said 
Mr Freij. The Mayor had earlier criti¬ 
cised Israel for delaying its withdrawal 
from December 18 until tomorrow. Israel 


claimed that the delay was necessary in 
order to complete a' by-pass road for 
Jewish settlers who will remain in the 
occupied West Bank. 

MrBaram later confirmed that Israeli 
security services bad asked for very harsh 
measures to be taken and said that, since 
he had no control over the security 
arrangements, he called off the trip. 


PEKING will not permit 
Chris Paiten. the Hong Kong 
Governor, to participate in the 
final ceremonies handing the 
colony back to China on June 
30.1997. 

Wang Guisheng, director of 
Hong Kong Affairs in the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry, 
told Joseph Wong. Secretary 
for Manpower and Education, 
in Peking last weekend that 
the final ceremony “is going to 
be officiated by the British and 
Chinese Governments: no 
third party can have a place". 

A Chinese official based in 
the colony said that as “the 
triple violator" of past British- 
Chinese agreements, for 
which Peking has ostracised 
Mr Patten since 1993. the 
Governor has created a situa¬ 
tion in which his rote in the 
handover ceremony “has al¬ 
ways been a contentious one 
between the two sides". 

Pelting and London have 
established a committee to 
begin formal discussions of 
the 1997 ceremony, but a 
senior British official in Hong 
Kong denied that the matter of 
the Governor’s role had been 
raised. He noted that the 
senior officials of the Hong 
Kong Government would at¬ 
tend the ceremony "in foil 
force" and Mr Patten would 
play a key role. 

“Of course, it’s a matter for 
the two sovereigns." he said. 
“If the Prince of Wales and the 
Foreign Secretary were here 
they would outrank the Gov¬ 
ernor. but he would dearly be 
one of the triumvirate." 

The matter is likely to be 
raised by Malcolm Rifkind, 
the Foreign Secretary, when 
he flies to Pelting next month 
after visiting Hong Kong for 
three days. "But it's barely 
worth discussing." said an¬ 
other senior official. “The Chi¬ 
nese position is stupid and 
absurd. If the Chinese do not 
want to come to the party on 
the evening of June 30. they 
can hold another party of their 
own some other time." 

He believed that this latest 
insult to Mr Patten is part of a 
new technique. “They assure 
senior Hong Kong offidals 
visiting Pelting that their 
future is bright and there is 
nothing to worry about Then 
they attack the Governor.” 

This was a reference to an 
event two weeks ago in Peking 


when Chen Zuo'er. the deputy 
director of the State Council's 
Hong Kong and Macau Af¬ 
fairs Office, told K. C. Kwong, 
Hong Kong's Treasury Secre¬ 
tary. that Mr Patten was like a 
reckless Formula One racing 
driver who could kill all 
around him. When the For¬ 
eign Office summoned the 
Chinese Ambassador to com¬ 
plain. the embassy issued a 
statement that it recognised 
Mr Patten as Britain's minis¬ 
ter plenipotentiary in Hong 
Kong. 

Hugh Davies, who repre¬ 
sents Britain in negotiations 
with Peking over Hong Kong, 
said: “The Governor of Hong 
Kong is a very important 
member of the British Gov¬ 
ernment. If rhere is any dis- 


Journalist 

loses visa 

Hong Kong: A German 
reporter who enraged Li 
Peng, the Chinese Pre¬ 
mier. referring to him as a 
“dictator", was told yester¬ 
day he can no longer work 
in China (Jonathan Mirsky 
writes). Henrik Bork. 34, of 
the Frankfurter Rund¬ 
schau. was denied an ex¬ 
tension of his journalist's 
visa. The Bonn Foreign 
Ministry reported Peking 
as saying it had never liked 
his reporting and h had 
always been negative. 


agreement between the two 
sides on the ceremony, it is on 
the role of the Governor.” 

Although there are certain 
to be further furious British 
objections to China's slight to 
Mr Patten, when the handover 
actually occurs it may be that 
Mr Patten will be visible but 
not play an active role in the 
ceremony. This might accom¬ 
modate both sides. 

The recent renewal of abuse 
of the Governor is part of a 
wider pattern of Chinese acts 
during the past two months, 
designed to show that Peking 
regards itself as the de facto 
master of Hong Kong's desti¬ 
ny. China recently reiterated 
that the Legislative Council 
will be suspended on July I. 
1997. and the Bill of Rights 
emasculated on the same day. 


Yemen planes ‘buzz’ island seized by Eritrea 


ByMichaelBinyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

A LULL in the confrontation 
over a small island at the 
mouth of the Red Sea was 
broken yesterday when Yeme¬ 
ni planes flew sorties over the 
island seized last week by 
Eritrea. 

Yemeni MiG and Sukhoi 


fighters were reported to be 
wheeling over Greater 
Hamish. one of two islands 
dose to the Bab el-Mandab 
channel at the Red Sea's 
southern entrance. Eritrea 
and Yemen both claim sover¬ 
eignty, and the dispute led to 
three days of fighting last 
week that left six Eritrean and 
three Yemeni soldiers dead. 


The Eritreans also daim ro 
have shot down a Yemeni 
helicopter. A ceasefire was 
announced on Monday. 

The confrontation meant 
that Yemen, itself racked by 
dvil war last year, was briefly 
engaged in hostilities on two 
fronts, last week Saudi Ara¬ 
bia accused Yemeni tribesmen 
of resorting to arms in another 


Renewing your home insurance 
in December, January and February ? 


If you’re 50 or over, 
just see how much 
you can save with 
Saga - call us NOW! 

You will know how expensive 
home insurance can be - thankfully, 
if you're aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from Saga Homecare - a 
superior household insurance that's 
only available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

Because of this. Saga Homecare 
can offer you genuine savings over 
other policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects your 
home and possessions. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking out Saga 
Homecare, we’ll refund you the 
difference. 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Saga Services Lid. FREEPOST731 
Middelburg Square. Folkestone CT20 IAZ 
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• Exclusively for people 
aged 50 or over. 

• Cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

- Free pen with your 
quotation. 

• Low Excesses. 


Call as today! 

For your free 
no obligation 
quote simply call 
us on the number 
below. We will 
be pleased to 
answer any questions you 
have on Saga Homecare: 

0800 
414 525 

ext.1994 

Lines open Monday to Friday i 
9am - 6 pm. Saturdays 9am - 1pm 


And why not ask us about our competitive 
1 MOTOR INSURANCE 


clash with Saudi border 
guards in a disputed area that 
has led to frequent skirmishes 
since a foil-scale border war 
60 years ago. 

Eritrea has asked the Inter¬ 
national Court of Justice to 
decide ownership of the Great¬ 
er and Lesser Hamish islands, 
and accused “troublemakers" 
of provoking the fighting. 

I Rains bring 
muddy joy 
to hippos 

From Inigo Gilmore 

IN JOHANNESBURG 

FROM hippos at the Kruger 
National Park to fanners in 
the Northern Transvaal, the 
rains sweeping drought- 
stricken South Africa over the 
past month appear to have 
brought unexpected joy to 
man and beast. 

Christo van der Linde, Kru¬ 
ger National Park public rela¬ 
tions officer, said the rains had 
transformed the game reserve. 
“The hippos are very happy 
because they are able to wal¬ 
low freely again," he said. 
“ While the weather was dry 
and hot the hippos got very 
grumpy, but that has all 
changed. In fart, everyone is 
smiling." 

The rutting season had 
starred several weeks early, 
and he attributed this to the 
change in the weather. “There 
are so many baby warthogs 
running around, the hyenas 
are going to have a great 
Christmas feast." 

In Bushpark Ridge. 60 
miles north of Kruger Park in 
the farthest readies of the 
Northern Transvaal, Lungu 
Masuku. editor of Bush Tele¬ 
graph News, said traditional 
tribal celebrations had al¬ 
ready begun, after the first 
rains for three years triggered 
an outpouring of joy. 

In tne next few days tribal 
chiefs from the region will 
gather for a huge feast where 
several oversized beasts will 
be slaughtered and traditional 
dances performed to honour 
ancestors. “It will be a rowdy 
occasion with a lot of drinking 
and fighting," Mr Masuku 
said. “It is considered a good 
thing to fight when you are 
drunk and happy." 


Leading article, page 17 





£160m home 

loans rip-on 

is revealed 

Building societies overcharge 





Sunday Tiroes J. 12 . 95 . From u inkfe br Pad Nidd and Rupert Sttter. 


Just what the building societies need. 

Another reason 
to transfer to Direct Line. 


There are plenty of reasons to move your 
mortgage to Direct Line. Save over £40" a month. 
No legal fees. A free valuation. And a saving of 
20% on your existing buildings insurance. (If 
you call before 31/1/1996.) But now it’s been 
revealed that the Building Societies below 
(among others) give you yet another reason. 


Because they wait until the end of the year to 
calculate your interest payments, whereas irr 
calculate them at the end of every month. 
Which means that in the long term you pay less 
interest with a Direct Line mortgage. If you’re 
interested in hearing just how much you could 
save, we’re waiting for your call. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pni Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. TT|6 
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Militia bombardment rains destruction on Kabul 


HOSPITALS, schools and 
mosques are being targeted in 
a shelling campaign against 
the residential areas of Kabul 
by a radical Islamic move¬ 
ment seeking to overthrow 
President Rabbani. 

Thousands of civilians are 
being killed and mutilated by 
the Taleban militia, a funda¬ 
mentalist student movement 
led by Mullah Omar, which is 
besieging Kabul's estimated 
one million population from 
the west, south and east 
Rockets, mortars, and 5001b 
parachute bombs which ex¬ 
plode above the ground, show¬ 
ering shrapnel over a wide 
area, have been raining down 
on the city since the renewal of 
fighting two months ago. 

The current bombardment 
is the latest agony suffered by 
the Afghan people during 16 
years of civil war and anarchy, 
which has led to the disinte¬ 
gration of the country and the 
destruction of Kabul. After ten 
years of Soviet occupation, 
and six years of civil war, 
more than 85 per cent of the 
dty has been reduced to 
rubble. Vast areas of the dty 
are a reminder of the 1945 
bombing of Dresden. 

The streets are littered with 
bumt-out tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers and other 
military hardware. During 
the Cold War. America and 
the fanner Soviet Union 
poured billions of dollars 
worth of weapons into Af¬ 
ghanistan, giving the primi¬ 
tive armies some of die world's 
most sophisticated arms. 

More than one million 
people have died in the fight¬ 
ing since the start of the Soviet 
occupation in 1979. This ex¬ 
cludes the estimated 100,000 
deaths in Kabul during fight¬ 
ing between mujahidin fac¬ 
tions after the fall of the Soviet- 
backed regime of President 
Najibullah in 1992. 

The fighting has created 
more than five million refu¬ 
gees, one million widows and 
half a million orphans out of 
Afghanistan's 17 million popu¬ 
lation. and has destroyed the 


Ministers 
to devise 
Nigeria 
strategy 


By Michael Binton 
DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 


THE Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifldnd, will join 
seven fellow Common¬ 
wealth Foreign Ministers 
in talks in London today 
aimed al finding ways to 
put p ress ure on Nigeria 
and other Commonwealth 
countries violating polit¬ 
ical and human rights. 

The first meeting of the 
Commonwealth action 
group, set up at the organ¬ 
isation’s summit in Auck¬ 
land. New Zealand, last 
month, will be at the 
Commonwealth secretari¬ 
at. The eight members are 
the Foreign Ministers of 
Britain. Canada. Ghana, 
Jamaica, Malaysia, New 
Zealand. South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. They will plot 
a strategy for enforcing on 
all 52 members the Harare 
declarations, which bind 
them to a code of demo¬ 
cratic and civil rights. 

Nigeria, suspended 
from membership after the 
hanging of Ken Saro- 
Wrwa and other activists 
accused of responsibility 
for the murder of Ogoni 
leaders, will be the main 
topic. The ministers will 
consider freezing the over¬ 
seas assets of the military 
leaders, tightening visa re¬ 
strictions and perhaps im¬ 
posing an oil embargo. 

□ Lagos: Nigerian police 
yesterday fired teargas to 
disperse hundreds of 
opposition demonstrators 
gathered here to demand 
an immediate return to 
democracy, witnesses said. 
One said police fired tear- 
gas after someone distrib¬ 
uted leaflets which read 
“We demand democracy 
now** at Yaba bus station 
in Lagos. No casualties or 
arrests were 

reported. (Reuter) 


The campaign of shelling by 
the Taleban is the latest agony 
to be suffered by Afghans, 
Michael Dynes reports 


fragile economy. There is no 
electricity in the capital, and 
90 per cent of buildings are 
without heat People have 
been burning the country's 
famous carpets in order to 
keep warm. 

Kabul is now the most 
heavily mined dty in history. 
An estimated six to seven 
million mines have been laid 
by successive governments 
and Mujahidin factions, and 
minefields are being created 
faster than the old ones are 
being cleared. 

The International Commit¬ 
tee of the Red Cross, which 
runs two hospitals in Kabul 
and supplies four others, cal¬ 
culates that some 50,000 
people have lost limbs after 
stepping on landmines. Many 
are young children, rummag¬ 
ing for wood. 

Most Afghans hoped that 
the fighting would stop after 
the fall of Mr Najibullah. but 
Kabul and other cities, which 
had remained largely unaf¬ 
fected by the previous fighting, 
rapidly became battlegrounds 



for mujahidin factions. By the 
autumn of 1994, the Taleban 
suddenly emerged from the 
chaos, and rapidly swept 
through the south of the 
country. Declaring themselves 
a "neutral security force", they 
set about disarming local com¬ 
manders and imposing sharia 
law. 

The Taleban, thought to 
number some 40,000 fighters, 
took the southern dty of 
Kandahar in November last 
year. They have used it as a 
base from which to launch 
assaults on other parts of the 
country, almost half of which 
is now under their control. 

By February, the Taleban 
entered western Kabul Their 
advance was stopped only 
after two weeks of ferocious 
street fighting, which left thou¬ 
sands of fighters on both sides 
dead and reduced vast areas of 
the dty to ruins. 

Although Mr Rabbani’s 
forces pushed the Taleban 20 
miles beyond the dty limits, 
they have Med to repel them 
beyond rocketing range, de¬ 
spite nightly bombardments 
by government jets. All at¬ 
tempts at international media¬ 
tion have Med. The 
Government and the Taleban 
now face each other in an 
uneasy stand-off, which is 
claiming the lives of countless 
civilians, in a conflict all but 
ignored by the rest of the 
world. 
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e Maiwand, one of the main streets in Kabul’s old dty centre, has been destroyed in ferocious street fightingbetweM goveram^ 
ces and the Taleban militia- Known to Western tourists as the street of a thousand carpet shops, it was turned to nibble m Marco 

No hiding place in shattered capital 


By Michael Dynes 


Rabbani: presides over 
dty of mines and ruins 


The British Red Cross today 
launches an emergency ap¬ 
peal for the situation in 
Afghanistan. Address: British 
Red Cross Afghanistan Ap¬ 
peal. Freepost, London SWIX 
7BR. Credit card donations: 
01712015010. 


Leading article, page 17 


WE HEARD the first shell land in the 
distance during a visit to some 
bombed-out Kabul apartment blocks 
inhabited by refugees, and thought 
nothing of it But as we made our way 
back to the Red Cross headquarters, 
Christopher Squires, the ITN camera¬ 
man. spotted bodies lying in the road. 

As we approached the crowd we 
saw two bodies, one of which had been 
vaporised from the waist down. A 
Large pool of blood lay congealing cm 
the road, and body parts were scat¬ 


tered everywhere. While the ITN 
cam eraman spoke to a group of on¬ 
lookers, we heard the tell-tale whoosh 
of another rocket as it landed 20 yards 
. away. The explosion shook our vehicle 
and a flash of panic shot across the 
face of our Afghan int er prete r. 

Everyone raced for coven we had 
found ourselves in die middle of a 
salvo of Taleban shells. Had the 
second one not fallen on soft ground, 
the toll would have been much higher. 
The ITN cameraman, showered in 


mud, checked himself to make sure he 
had not been hit. We all dashed to the 
vehicle to get out of the area, knowing 
more shells were on the way. 

We made our way to the Wazir 
Akbar Khan hospital where die in¬ 
jured had been taken. In the waiting 
room we saw Abdul Aziz. 24. writhing 
in agony. Pieces of shrapnel had hit 
him in his upper and lower right 1% 
his abdomen was bleeding profusely, 
and his right shoulder had been 
blown off. 


The doctors said they could not give 
him an y painkill ers because they did 
not want his bodily systems to slow 
down. As he lay there; screaming for 
his son, his tearful wife waited in the 
adjacent corridor. 

Some days later, we discovered that 
he had survived but would lose the 
whole arm. 

Five shells fell thru day, killing four 
people and injuring six. In adjoining 
streets, life went on as normal It was 
just another day in KabuL 


Communists build on 
lead in Russian polls 


FRom Richard Beeston in Moscow 


RUSSIA’S victorious Commu¬ 
nist. Party yesterday strength¬ 
ened its dominant lead in 
Sunday’s parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. as results suggested that 
the hard Left could secure a 
third of the seats in the new 
assembly. 

With two-thirds of the votes 
counted by yesterday evening, 
the Communist lead contin¬ 
ued to grow as the party's 
percentage of the nationwide 
ballot remained stable and it 
surged ahead in the single¬ 
mandate constituencies. 

Under Russia’s complicated 
electoral system, half the 
members of the 450-seat 
Duma, the Lower House of 
parliament, are elected on 
party lists and the other half 
are selected from local constit¬ 
uencies. Parties need at least 5 
per cent of the popular vote to 
be admitted to the Duma. 

Final results are not expect¬ 
ed until today, but by last 
night the Communists had 
secured 21.5 per cent of the 
vote in the party race and 49 
seats at constituency level. 
Their share of the vote is likely 
to rise again when the ballots 


are counted from outlying 
rural areas, traditionally 
Communist strongholds. 

In a further boost to their 
prospects, several smaller left- 
wing parties secured man¬ 
dates from local constituency 
races, which was likely to give 
the hardliners scores of extra 
Duma seats. 

“In ail probability we will 
have 30 per cent of the votes in 
the federal [party] list, and a 
little bit more than that in 
single-seat constituencies," 
Gennadi Zyuganov, the Com¬ 
munist Party leader, said. 

Pravda. the once mighty 
daily newspaper of the Soviet 
Communist Party which has 
recently fallen on hard times, 
could not conceal its delight 
and compared the spread of 
Western democratic values in 
Russia to the Aids virus. “The 
nation has demonstrated 
strong immunity against the 
virus of anti-communism." it 
said. 

The ultra-nationalist Lib¬ 
eral Democratic Party of Vla¬ 
dimir Zhirinovsky maintained 
second place with 10.8 per 
cent of the vote. While it only 


picked up one extra seat from 
the single constituency ballots, 
other nationalists fared better; 
Aleksandr Lebed’s Congress 
of Russian Communities man¬ 
aged to secure five seats. 

Although the anti-reformist 
block of left-wing and nation¬ 
alist parties is expected to 
dominate parliament they will 
be short of the two-thirds 
majority needed to challenge 
seriously foe authority of the 
Kremlin. 

In spite of the size of the 
Communist victory and calls 
for his resignation, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, vowed that no major 
changes would be made to his 
Government or his policy of 
economic reform and stabi¬ 
lisation. 

“Changes, shifts, sackings 
— nothing of the sort will 
happen." said Mr Chernomyr¬ 
din, whose Our Heme is 
Russia party had secured 9.6 
per cent of the vote by last 
night "Personnel changes 
have routinely taken place and 
will take place in future but 
they have nothing to do with 
this [election]." 



Belgian transport 
strikes cause havoc 


By Charles Bremner 


Westendorp: not likely 
to commit any gaffes 


New voice 
of Spain 
takes over 


From Edward Owen 

|N MADRID 


Arctic victory leaves Kozyrev 
out in the cold at ministiy 


From Thomas de Waal in Moscow 


ANDREI KOZYREV, the Rus¬ 
sian Foreign Minister, was on 
the verge of resignation last 
night after he confirmed his 
victory in a local election 
constituency in the Arctic dty 
of Murmansk 
Mr Kozyrev, the longest 
serving minister in the Yeltsin 
Government, said he planned 
to meet the President in the 
next few days to discuss his 
future. Under new rules, par¬ 
liamentary deputies are no 
longer allowed to be govern¬ 
ment ministers. Taking his 
seat and resigning as minister 


would be an honourable way 
for Mr Kozyrev to leave the 
administration. 

“I have my own thoughts 
but I feel it is inappropriate to 
announce this decision," Mr 
Kozyrev said yesterday after 
meeting Sir Andrew Wood, 
the British Ambassador. 

Mr Kozyrev said that his 
personal victory in Mur¬ 
mansk. where he defeated 
Lyubov Zhirinovskaya, the 
sister of the extreme national¬ 
ist leader, Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, was a sign that 
reformers could win the argu¬ 


ment over the opposition. But 
he said the heavy vote for the 
Communists was an alarm 
bell. Russians had voted more 
"against" than “for", he said, 
and the administration should 
“analyse honestly" what they 
had voted against 
A shift in foreign policy will 
most likely mean a more 
aggressive stand against the 
expansion of Nato into East¬ 
ern Europe. Gennadi Zyu¬ 
ganov, the leader of the 
Communist party, has made 
that one of his main themes in 
the past two days. 


CARLOS WESTENDORP 
was sworn in yesterday by 
King Juan Carlos as the new 
Spanish Foreign Minister, 
replacing Javier Solan a. who 
was in Brussels to take up his 
post as Secretary-General of 
Nato. Senor Westendorp, 58. 
a career diplomat, was for¬ 
merly Madrid's Secretary of 
State for European Union 
Affairs. 

His appointment was wel¬ 
comed by foreign diplomats 
and fay staff at die Foreign 
Ministiy. There had been 
fears that Felipe Gonzdflez, 
the Prime Minister, would 
choose a Socialist Party 
hardliner in the run-up to the 
general election in March. 

But a government source 
said yesterday that Senor 
GonzAlez had chosen Senor 
Westendorp because of his 
detailed grasp of the Immedi¬ 
ate foreign policy issues. 
Three months would have 
been needed for an outsider 
to take the reins, and Senor 
Westendorp is nnlikely to 
commit any gaffes in the 
pre-poll period. 

“I will continue the work of , 
the Government," he de¬ 
clared. indicating that there 
would be no changes in 
Spain's policy, including its 
claim to Gibraltar. 


TRANSPORT services in Bel¬ 
gium were crippled yesterday 
when. railway workers and 
staff at Sabena, the state 
airline, staged strikes against 
cutbacks imposed in a govern¬ 
ment drive to curb the coun¬ 
try’s sprawling national debt 

In the latest of a series of 
strikes by a disgruntled state 
sector that echo the recent 
unrest in France, workers at 
Sabena halted most of the 
airline's 300 daily flights, 
causing chaos at Brussels 
airport. Rail services were 
severely disrupted by an un¬ 
announced stoppage, mainly 
by workers in Wallonia, the 
French-speaking southern re¬ 
gion, against a planned ten- 
year overhaul of the loss- 
making company. Passengers 
on the Eurostar service to 
London were driven by bus 
across the border to catch the 
train at Lille, where rail ser¬ 
vices are again running after 
the three-week French strike. 

The airline and railway staff 
are angry that their employers 
have announced austerity 
plans without the consultation 
which is traditional in the 
consensual Belgian system of 


labour relations. Last week 
about 50,000 civil servants 
and other pubfio^ector work¬ 
ers marched through central 
Brussels in protest against a 
pay freeze planned by the 
Government of Jean-Luc 
Dehaene to staunch the losses 
in the state sector. 

The unrest over the auster¬ 
ity package, due to be an¬ 
nounced next month, is 
generating new tension be¬ 
tween the country’s two lin¬ 
guistic communities. In the 
latest flare-up, Johan van 
Hecke, the chairman of the 
Flemish Christian Democrat 
party, one of the members of 
the government coalition, ac¬ 
cused Wallonia of living off 
the Labours of tire Flemings. 

Mr van Hecke said his 
party would "not allow Bel¬ 
gium to be fed by Flanders 
■ and milked by Wallonia". 
Flemish resentment of the 
higher welfare spending on 
Wallonia has intensified over ; 
the past year as the Dehaene 
Government has begun add¬ 
ing new taxes to bring down 
the national debt so that 
Belgium can quality for Euro¬ 
pean monetary union in 1998. 


France ‘to 
keep checks 
at borders’ 


Brussels According to a Bel¬ 
gian official. France is prepar¬ 
ing unilaterally to main 
border checks with its six 
European partners in the 
Schengen zone at a meeting 
here today, Paris is expected to 
say that it is doing so because 
tiie bloc has Med to keep 
drugs, illegal immigration 
and terrorism under control. 

France delayed the planned 
end to border controls last July 
1, using an Article of the 
Schengen Convention which 
allows members unilaterally 
to keep checks for six months. 
In Paris the French Foreign 
Ministiy declined to say what 
France's position would be at 
today’s meeting. (Reuter) 


Abduction hunt 


Lugano: Swiss police began a 
massive search for the kidnap¬ 
pers of Geo Mantegazza, a 
billionaire property and travel 
tycoon seized from his office 
in southern Switzerland on 
Monday. (AP) 


Angola crash 


Paris is saddled with 
cyclists after stoppage 


From Adam Sage in Paris 


Kinshasa: A Zairean passen¬ 
ger aircraft with 136 people on 
board, most of them Ango¬ 
lans. crashed in northern An¬ 
gola and all but five were 
reared dead. Transport Minis¬ 
tiy officials said. (Reuter) 


THOUSANDS of Parisians 
are continuing to cycle to 
work even though the strikes 
are over, and the Metro and 
railway network are back to 
normal. 

Roads in and around Paris 
were full yesterday of people 
pedalling furiously through 
the exhaust fumes. Many said 
they had taken to cycling 
during the three-week stop¬ 
page and had derided to 
continue. Corinne Lepage, the 
French Environment Minis¬ 
ter, said in an interview with 
Le Figaro: "Tbe bicycle has 
become queen, and found, in 


Paris for instance, an impor¬ 
tance that it never had." 

However, as Mme Lepage 
admitted, the dty remains a 
dangerous place for cyclists. 
Teetering through the traffic 
on a gleaming blue bicyle 
yesterday. Frantz Fray, 36, 
said: “Before tiie strike 1 took 
the Mdro, but this is far more 
efficient" However, he said, if 
the bicycle were to become a 
permanent aspect of Parisian 
life, the authorities had to 
create proper cyde lanes. “At 
the moment the wily cycle 
lanes are in the middle of the 
road. It’s chaos." 


Somali kidnap 


Mogadishu: Gunmen work¬ 
ing for Genera] Muhammad 
Farrah Aidid. the Somali war¬ 
lord, kidnapped Marco Lor- 
enzetti, 35. in a pay dispute 
with an Italian-based agricul¬ 
tural training organisation. 


Christmas bash 


Sydney. Santa Claus, handing 
out sweets in Bourke, 370 
miles northwest of Sydney, 
was forced to flee in a van 
when about 30 children, aged 
eight to 13, kicked, punched 
and pinched him. (AP) 
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For a present that wilt last a liftime, give them a ticket to the most exciting sporting event of 1996. Tickets 
wilL be issued from Hay. Phone for tickets or get an application form from any branch of the Midland Bank. 


Under UEFA rules, residents of Scotland and Th* Republic ol Ireland should apply for tickets through their respective national Football Associations. Tickets will be issued from Hey 1996. Web site h 1 1 p - / / euro94-Vrji 
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First Lady under 
fire on Whitewater 

‘contradictions’ 

From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


SENATE Whitewater investi¬ 
gators are homing in on 
Hiilaiy Clinton after publish¬ 
ing subpoenaed documents on 
Monday that appeared to 
contradict her sworn evidence 
given to federal regulators. 

The documents were notes 
made by Susan Thomases, a 
New York lawyer and one of 
the First Lady’s closest friends, 
showing that Mrs Clinton did 
far more legal work for the 
Arkansas bank at the heart of 
the Whitewater affair than she 
has admitted. Moreover, 
records of Mrs Clinton’s bills 
to the bank, Madison Guaran¬ 
ty. have vanished from her old 
Jaw firm in Little Rock. 

Madison employed Mrs 
Clinton in the mid-1980s when 
it was seeking help from 
officials appointed by her hus¬ 
band. the state Governor, to 
stave off bankruptcy. Its own¬ 
er. Jim McDougai, was also 
improperly diverting its funds 
into the Whitewater develop¬ 
ment corporation he jointly 
owned with the Clintons. 

Madison collapsed in 1959 
at a cost jo the taxpayer of $60 
million (£39 million), and Re¬ 
publicans on the Senate 
Whitewater committee believe 
Mrs Clinton must have 
known what was going on. 
They also strongly suspect 


that the First Lady orchestrat¬ 
ed a cover-up in the wake of 
Vincent Foster's apparent sui¬ 
cide in July 1993. 

The committee has obtained 
records showing a flurry of 
phone calls between Mrs Clin¬ 
ton in Linle Rock and Ms 
Thomases in New York imm¬ 
ediately after the discovery of 
the deputy White House coun¬ 
sel’s body, and from Mrs 
Thomases to White House 
officials. Mr Foster had been 
handling Whitewater issues. 

Within hours Bernard 
Nussbaum. the White House 
counsel. Maggie Williams, 
Mrs Clinton's Chief of Staff, 
and Platsy Thom as son, an 
aide, had searched his office; A 
secret service agent has said 
that- he saw Ms Williams 
remove files, which she de¬ 
nies. Mr Nussbaum subse¬ 
quently stopped police and 
Justice Department officials 
from searching the office. 

The committee has ordered 
Mr Williams and Ms 
Thomases three times each to 
give evidence. Both have re¬ 
peatedly claimed that they 
could not recall key conversa¬ 
tions. After Ms Thomases's 
third appearance on Monday. 
Alfonse D'Amaro. the Republi¬ 
can chairman, asked the com¬ 
mittee’s lawyers to determine 
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Vincent Foster, whose office in the White House was 
searched by aides of Hillaiy Clinton after his death 
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whether “the level of failure of 
recollection ... reaches the 
threshold of deliberate lying", 
and some Republicans are 
demanding that Mrs Clinton 
be summoned. 

The Senate is expected to 
vote today to take the White 
House to court to obtain 
subpoenaed records of a 1993 
meeting - between President 
Clinton's lawyers and advis¬ 
ers. Republicans believe the 
participants plotted to foil two 
Whitewater-related federal in¬ 
vestigations using improperly- 
acquired inside information, 
an accusation the White 
House vigorously denies. 

Mxs Clinton insisted during 
the 1992 presidential cam¬ 
paign. and in a sworn affidavit 
to federal regulators in 1994. 
that her work for Madison 
was minimal, and the bulk 
was done by Richard Massey, 
a Rose law firm colleague. 
That is contradicted by notes 
Ms Thomases made when 
helping the Clintons handle 
press inquiries about White- 
water during the 1992 
campaign. 

They say Mrs Clinton had 
“numerous conferences’’ with 
Madison officials about a deal 
the bank was proposing to 
state regulators ro keep itself 
in business. They show she 
spoke to the State Securities 
Commissioner who was ap¬ 
pointed by her husband and , 
whose approval was required. 
That approval was given in 
1985, enabling Madison to 
continue accruing debts. 

Mrs Clinton has also 
claimed that Mr Massey per¬ 
suaded Madison to employ 
the Rose law firm. Ms 
Thomases's notes state Mr 
Massey “will say he had a lot 
to do with getting client in". 
Mr Massey has since denied 
doing so. and Mr McDougaJ 
has claimed he began paying 
Mrs Clinton a $2000-a-month 
fee after Mr Clinton had 
complained to him of financial 
difficulties. The Clintons have 
denied that account. 
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Sir Anthony Hopkins, left, as Nixon in a scene from Oliver Stone's latest movie, which is condemned as “degrading” by the family 

Stone raises storm with film on Nixon 


From Quentin Letts in new ydrk 


MEMBERS of the late Richard 
Nixon's family have attacked the new 
Hollywood “ bioplt " of the former LIS 
President. The film, which depicts Mr 
Nixon as a hard-drinking, foul- 
mouthed conspirator, was a “charac¬ 
ter assassination" and was “rep¬ 
rehensible”. they said. 

Nixon stars Sir Anthony Hopkins as 
a hunchbacked President troubled by 
dark spells, a man of rapacious ego. 
though ultimately a tragic figure. The 
film opens in America today. 

In a statement. Mr Nixon's daugh¬ 
ters Tricia and Julie and their hus¬ 
bands said dial the film’s creators 
“concocted imaginary scenes of the 
Nixons’ private life, Richard Nixon's 
family life as a boy and a young man 
and his public life that are calculated 
solely and maliciously to defame and 
degrade President and Mrs Nixon's 
memories in the mind of the American 
public”. 

Oliver Stone had waited to make his 
picture until both Richard and Pat 
Nixon were dead, "expressly to pre¬ 
vent their asserting their rights under 


the law”. In the movie the Nixons have 
a strained relationship. 

The family took issue particularly 
with suggestions that Mr Nixon 
supervised an American unit which 
planned to kill Fidel Castro, the 
Cuban leader, and that Mr Nixon 
believed the unit was later turned 
against President Kennedy. Linking 
him thus with the Kennedy assassina¬ 
tion was so “reprehensible that it 
should render wholly illegitimate any 


text or narrative in which it is 
contained”. 

Mr Stone, whose previous work 
indudes JFK and Platoon, responded 
to the Nixon family's complaints with 
a statement of his own. “While I 
understand the distress that any effort 
to examine the life of Richard Nixon 
might create for the family, our 
purpose in making the film was 
neither malicious nor defamatory." he 
said. He had intended merely “to 


New release of secrets 


Washington: The latest batch of 
documents relating to the Nixon 
presidency was released yesterday 
(Tom Rhodes writes). 

Among those poring over the 50,000 
pages of information at the National 
Archives were two. probably Republi¬ 
can, consultants for next year's presi¬ 
dential campaign, checking cross- 
references to Republican nomination 
candidates. Robert Dole, the front¬ 


runner, chaired the Republican Nat¬ 
ional Committee during part of the 
Nixon tenure. Lamar Alexander, a 
former Tennessee Governor, and Pu 
Buchanan, the commentator, were also 
involved in his Administration. 

Information on Ross Perot, the Texas 
billionaire, and General Colin Powell, 
former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, who have come dose to running 
for the presidency, was also induded. 


attempt a fuller understanding of the 
life and career of Richard Nixon — the 
good and die bad, the triumphs and 
Die tragedies and the legacy he left his 
nation and the world”. 

The Stone movie comes at a time of 
renewed media interest in the Nixon 
presidency. Earlier this month a 
television film. Nixon and Kissinger, 
cast the President as an anti-Semite 
and Dr Henry Kissinger as an agent 
of sleaze. A furious Dr Kissinger said 
that the film was a fantasy infused 
with “maiidous innuendo — a skilful 
blend of innuendo, distortion and 
misrepresentation". Ironically, that 
film was written by Lionel Chetwynd. 
one of the few right-wing people in 
Hollywood. 

In the Stone film, the former US 
Secretary of State comes across no 
more flatteringly — as a yes-man. The 
late J. Edgar Hoover is presented as a 
melon-sucking homosexual. Bob 
Haldeman is shown as a bigoted 
loyalist and General Alexander Haig 
emerges as a realist who would not 
snap to the breeze. 




Red faces 
over black 
Barbies 

From Giles Whittell 

IN LOS ANGELES 

AMERICANS facing a 
Christmas shortage of 
Caucasian Barbie Dolls 
have a high-tech solution: 
buy one on the Internet for 
six times the retail price. 

While black versions of 
the best-selling Barbie lan¬ 
guish on toyshop shelves, 
parents of every ethnic hue 
have been posting offers of 
up to $200 (E130) on elec¬ 
tronic bulletin boards for 
sought-after white ones. 

Mattel Inc, the manufac¬ 
turer. says last year ten per 
cent of “Happy Holidays" 
Barbie Dolls were blade — 
reflecting America’s ethnic 
make-up — and they sold 
out before Christmas. This 
year the company raised 
the proportion to 40 per 
cent, but overcompen¬ 
sated. 

Child psychologists say 
American girls associate 
white dolls with beauty, 
purity and goodness. 
White “Happy Holidays" 
Barbies, which cost about 
$35. are almost as popular 
with black girls as white 
ones. 

Inflated Internet prices 
show timing is everything. 
Mattel has offered coupons 
for white Barbies at their 
recommended retail price 
— redeemable in April. 


US 


By Martin Fletcher 


PRESIDENT CLINTON was 
holding an emergency White 
House meeting with Newt 
Gingrich, the House Speaker, 
and Robert Dole, the Senate 
majority leader, last night 
as pressure grew on them to 
resolve their protracted dis¬ 
pute on the US budget 

Ninety of America’s corpo¬ 
rate leaders took out two-page 
newsapaper advertisements to 
demand an end to the "polit¬ 
ical gridlock" and agree a 
credible plan to balance the 
budget in seven years. 

More than 250,000 federal 
workers were forced to stay 
away from work as the Gov¬ 
ernment remained partially 
shut for Jack of funds for a 
fourth consecutive day. Bene¬ 
fit payments to nearly 17 
million welfare recipients and 
military veterans will be de¬ 
layed unless it reopens- before 
Christmas. Wall Street sent 


Washington a powerful vote of 
noconfidence on Monday as 
the stock market suffered its 
biggest one-day drop in four 
years, and yesterday produced 
a crop of scathing newspaper 
editorials. 

77ie Los Angeles Times 
called the Washington budget 
game “loathsome” and de¬ 
manded that Congress and the 
President forfeit their pay 
until they deliver a budget 

The tourist industry is being 
hammered by the shutdown 
which has closed the capital’s 
national monuments and mu¬ 
seums. It lost an estimated $12 
million (£7.8 million) during 
last month’s six-day closure 
and fears this repeat perfor¬ 
mance will deter potential 
visitors for months to come. 

The budget should have 
been agreed at the start of the 
fiscal year on October 1. 
Eleven weeks and two govern¬ 


ment stoppages later, Mr 
Clinton has agreed in princi¬ 
ple to the Republican goal of a 
balanced budget by 2002. but 
die two sides cannot agree on 
how. The Republicans are 
insisting on far larger cuts in 
taxes and popular social pro¬ 
grammes than the President 
will accept, and on the use of 
less rosy economic forecasts. 

On Monday night Mr Clin¬ 
ton offered the Republican 
leaders two options. He would 
personally join the negotia¬ 
tions provided they aban¬ 
doned all preconditions, or he 
would accept their tough eco¬ 
nomic assumptions if they 
agreed to his shallower cuts in 
health insurance programmes 
for the poor and elderly. 

Mr Gingrich and Mr Dole 
consented to a meeting with¬ 
out conditions, but neither 
side was hopeful it would 
produce a breakthrough. 


Richard Armey, the House 
leader, predicted “a very diffi¬ 
cult discussion as long as the 
President remains so inflexi¬ 
ble and rigid and so unwilling 
to get down to the hard work 
that’s required". 

Mr Clinton had until now 
left direct negotiations with 
the Republicans to Leon Pa- 
netta, the White House Chief 
of Staff, but Mike McCurry. 
his spokesman, said the Presi¬ 
dent “wants to get the Govern¬ 
ment open and he wants to 
balance the budget, and there 
does not appear to be any way 
toward those goals without a 
face-to-face discussion". 

Mr McCurry said the Ad¬ 
ministration would also cease 
using the term “non-essential" 
to describe those federal work¬ 
ers who have been laid off. In 
deference to their sensibilities, 
it would describe them as 
“non-emergency". 


Republican values slide in ‘Fomigate’ 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

A YEAR after they took Capitol Hill by 
storm on a tide of traditional family 
values, a spate of broken marriages and 
tales of repealed infidelity among young 
Republicans is threatening to undermine 
the ideals of their revolution and provide 
easy ammunition for their Democratic 
opponents in Congress. 

After arriving in Washington in Nov¬ 
ember 1994. the celebrated Republican 


freshmen dass of ”95, comprising 73 of 
Newt Gingrich’s most ardent supporters, 
signed up for weekly bible classes and 
formed a caucus to fight welfare support 
for unmarried mothers. Mr Gingrich, the 
Speaker, vowed that the new dass would 
"turn values into policy and not just leave 
them as empty rhetoric". 

Twelve months later, four marriages 
have collapsed, two are on the nodes and 
reports of serial infidelity from the 
cloakroom at the House of Representa¬ 
tives are increasing by the day. It has 



become so bad that the bible group has 
started praying for “protection against 
rumours” and "support” for those whose 
reputations have been sullied. 

Democrats have seized on a growing 
embarrassment among Republican 
ranks. “We've all been tittering about it.” 
said Pat Schroeder. the Colorado Demo¬ 
crat “There are even people calling it 
‘Fomigate’. Bat to see this group that is so 
strong on preaching fall apart on 
practising is nothing to tiller about Ifs 
really sad." 


Brinkley: dropped daim 
for cash and property 

Model agrees 
$2m divorce 
settlement 

New York: Christie Brinkley, 
the former sapermodd and 
one-time “Uptown Girl”, has 
given her husband a divorce 
settlement reportedly worth 
$2 million (£1 j million). Miss 
Brinkley, 42. who married 
Rick Taubmao a year ago 
this week, dropped demands 
for cash and property. He is 
left with the couple's house in 
Colorado (Quentin Letts 
writes). 

Their wedding was held on 
a ski slope, with the bride in 
wedding dress and ski boots. 
They had a son. Jack, born in 
the summer. Miss Brinkley, 
who still works as a model, is 
a former wife of BiDy JoeL 
the singer, who described her 
in one song as the “Uptown 
Girl” 


CIA boss predicts 
huge surge in 
world terrorism 

From Reuter in Washington 


JOHN DEUTCH. the head of 
the CIA, yesterday predicted a 
worldwide surge in terrorism 
in the next decade and said 
that he was shifting American 
intelligence resources to help 
to meet the threat. 

“I regret that 1 have come to 
the conclusion there is going to 
be tremendous growth in ter¬ 
rorism over the next decade or 
so, not only directed towards 
Americans but throughout the 
world,” he told the House of 
Representatives Intelligence 
Committee. 

Mr Deutch said that the 
forecast rise in terrorism 
would have “immense impact 
on how we conduct our foreign 
policy, immense impact on 
how American businesses op¬ 
erate abroad". 

Replying to a question about 
the threat, Mr Deurch did not 
discuss why he expected a 
surge nor pinpoint the pos¬ 
sible perpetrators. But in his 
opening statement he said: “It 
is my judgment that ideologies 
and regimes inimical to de¬ 
mocracy will continue to exist 
Examples today are Iran. Iraq 
and North Korea.” He also 
cited unspecified transnation¬ 
al groups involved in drug 
running, organised crime and 
terrorism. 

Mr Deutch said the CIA and 
its sister US intelligence agen¬ 


cies were “shifting resources" 
to cope with the threat. He 
called for a halt in criticism of 
the CLA’s covert operations 
arm, derided in recent years 
for bungled operations rang¬ 
ing from the discovery of a 
Moscow mole in its midst to 
bribing bureaucrats for trade 
secrets in Paris. 

□ Los Angeles: Dozens of 
assault rifles and four inflat¬ 
able rubber rafts were among 
a stockpile of military haref- 
ware seized by the FBI after a 
dawn raid that foiled an 
amateur scheme to invade 
Cuba (Giles Whittell writes). 

Tftree Cuban immigrants 
were arrested in the raid on a 
warehouse in east Los Ange¬ 
les. where detailed plans for 
the invasion attempt were also 
found. Rene Cruz Sr. 6S, his 
son. Rene Cruz Jr. 47, and 
Rafael Garcia. 45, were 
arrested on Saturday and 
charged with conspiracy and 
expedition against a friendly 
nation — a term applying to all 
countries with which America 
is not at war — at a prelimi¬ 
nary hearing. 

The documents found in the 
raid induded papers showing 
the trio had bought a 50ft 
shrimp fishing boat that could 
carry 30 people. Also seized 
were grenades, bayonets, 
handcuffs and flare guns. 


“What can I get for Richard?” 







Madonna 

“Something To Remember" 

A collection of Madonna’s best love songs. includ¬ 
ing classics like “Oh Father', “Ram". -Take A 
Bow" "This Used To Be My Playground" and "I'll 
Remember”, together with new tmeks including her 
recent hit “You'll See" and -J Want You" rwith 
Massive At tack i. 





Enya 

“The Memory Of Trees" 

Enya's brand new album has been four years in the 
making and die consensus is that il is her bcJ ever. 
“Haunting, enchanting.- extraordinary - (Daily 
Ecprcssj. “Like nothing else on Earth" t••""Qr 
Includes the hit single “Anywhere |s“. 




Alanis Morissette 
“Jagged Linle Pill" 


Not only has Alanis lived through some troubled 
times hut die fights back with word* that will have 
you nodding in agreement and smiling at the wit 
aiih which she deals the killer blow. Undoubtedly 
the hottest new star of 1935. her album contains the 
hits “You Oughia Know" and "Hand In My Pocket". 



Seal 

“SEAL" 

Seal's .second album is a worthy follow up to his 
classic debut album. Contains ifw hiLs Prayer For 
The Dying". “Kb* From A Ro^c" i which wa> 
featured in Batman Forever and went to Number 
One in the USAt. “Newborn Friend". "I'm Alitv" 
and “Don’t Cr>”. An album for lovers cwnywhere. 



Cher 

"It's A Man’s World" 

One of the most illustrious albums of Cher's lengthy 
recording career, n includes “Walking In Memphis”. 
“One By One” and classics such as “The Sun Ain't 
Gonna Shine Anymore" and "It's A Man's. Man's. 
Man's WbrtfJ". W ith her unique mice -sundine as 
rich and powerful as ever this new album h a 
must for Cher Ians new and nit) 
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The secrets of see-through fashion 


in the bare 
necessities 


W hen Fashion de¬ 
signers dress 
models in glam¬ 
orous gowns of 
sheer chiffon or spidery lace, 
women everywhere can be 
heard muttering, “How am I 
supposed to wear that?" Yet 
there are few seasons when 
see-through does not feature 
as an alluring after-dark 
alternative. 

There are endless variations 
— from the exotic and explicit 
to the discreet and charming. 
There may be few women 
(with the exception of Liz 
Hurley and Madonna) who 
can wear the full-length black 
chiffon evening dress by Dolce 
& Gabbana — which does little 
to cover a woman’s modesty— 
yet this show-stopping outfit 
presents peek-a-boo chic at its 
most overt However, not ev¬ 
ery designer wants their cus¬ 
tomer to dress like Demi 
Moore in Striptease, the film 
wiiich is presently wowing the 
fashion pack in New York. 

Discovering how designers 
interpret a trend is both excit¬ 
ing and telling. While Dolce & 
Gabbana might go overboard 
with see-through daytime 
suits trimmed around the 
collar and cuffs with black 
fake fur. the more conservative 
New Yorker Oscar de la Renta 
keeps his cool with a heavily 
embroidered lace evening 
dress with the barest mini¬ 
mum of semi-exposed flesh — 
a shadow of fine silk tulle 
stretched across the shoulders 
and arms. 

John Gal liana British De¬ 
signer of the Year, inserts a 
trail of black chiffon flowers 
into a white bias-cut slithery 
gown: Karl Lagerfeld at Cha¬ 
nel offas black lace skirts 
worn with matching plain knit 
sweaters; Betty Jackson puts a 
see-through top with a balleri¬ 
na-length ballgown Skirt, 
while Sportmax slips a beaded 
transparent top over a strap¬ 
less dress. 

There is no right or wrong 


way to join the see-through set 
If you are feeling bold, Jenny 
Padthara’s mesh body with 
ribbon lace and beaded em¬ 
broidery will definitely cause 
heads to turn. For the less 
exhibitionist, there are several 
ways to allude to see-through 
without baring all. 

Organza fits fashion's brief. 
The fabric looks best cut into a 
boxy 1950s-style fly-front shirt. 
Wear this over a shoe-string 
strap or strapless dress. Lace 
makes a less obvious alterna¬ 
tive. Its romantic image soft¬ 
ens the mood. Romeo Gigli is 
famous for his mysterious 
vision — when the fashion 
world was obsessed with pow¬ 
er dressing. Gigli served up 
fragile fairy-tale princesses co¬ 
cooned in coats of pleated 
organza and wrapped in wisps 
- of chiffon. His latest designs 
are just as special: his black 
stitched chiffon dress worn 
over a shoe-string strap slip is 
covered with subtle bead work. 

I f astrappy dress leaves 
shoulders and arms 
bare, then drape your¬ 
self with a diaphanous 
devore velvet wrap which 
continues the theme while 
giving just enough coverage. 

A see-through stretch body 
is another option. Worn over a 
strapless brassiere. longer line 
bustier or even a skinny vest 
top, it provides the effect 
without cause for concern. 
Some mesh bodies come com¬ 
plete with faux bustiers in 
stretch satin or velvet 
This trend can be assimilat¬ 
ed into the wardrobe in the 
most understated way — it 
could be just a shoe with see- 
through panels, or the merest 
glimpse of legs dad in sheer 
black tights showing through 
the side split of a modest Mack 
dress. 

Fashion doesn't have to 
alienate. With a few minor 
adjustments it can reveal 
countless opportunities for ev¬ 
eryone to join in the fun. 


HOBB s 

SALE 

NOW ON 

REDUCTIONS OF UP TO 50% 
ALL BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 

For nearest branch telephone; 0171 586 5550 


Fashion 
journalist of 
the year 


IAIN R.WEBB 

- 0 - 


■.NrT* 


ABOVE: Black organza shirt, £79, Liberty,. Regent Street, W1. 

- Black satin fine strap dress, £49.99,. 

Warehouse branches nationwlda (0181-9101400). 

Long lace gloves, £9.99, Dents branches nationwide. Diamante 

cross, £18.50, Butler &W0son, 20 South Molton St, W1. 

ABOVE LEFT: Silk dress with lace overdress, £770, 
Romeo Gigli. 62 South Molton Street, W1 (0171-495 6730). 
Devore wrap, £195, Liberty, as above. Cross as above. 


SMART LADY 


A Corby Trouser Press is an , 
inspired Christmas gift. 

It makes both giver and receiver 
look. good. 

Choose from our stylish range at 
prices from just £76 (5RP). 

For information and local ctiriffcfete 
call free 0800.220 3511 ' ‘ 

HSSEHfSgf* 


informative: 


With effect from 2 January 1998the foftowtng 
rates will apply: 


Mortgage Rote 


(for mortgages taken out after 12 March 1995 wfthoo . 
Interest rate discount) . 

From To - 
All loan amounts.* 7.39% pa &95%‘pa 


Equity Release Loan 


(for loans taken out after 12 March 1995 with no interest 
ratedtecount) ; " 

If a mortgage is heW with First Direct or no other . 
mortgage Is outstanding on your property: . 


LEFT ABOVE: Grey satin jacket, £145, long black wrap skirt £59, Jigsaw, branches nationwide (0181 -878 8443). Sheer body, E55. 
Wolford, major department stores nationwide. Lace strapless bra, £17.99, Gossard. House of Fraser stores nationwide (0171-331 4519). 

RIGHT ABOVE Stretch black beaded body, £182, tong black split sJdrt with sash, £215, Jenny Packham, Harrods, SWl; Selfridges 
Oxford Street, W1; Fenwicks, Bond Street, W1; Jenners. 48 Princes Street, Edinburgh. Ultra Five Tighls, £3 49. Aristoc, mapr stares’ 

Photographs by IAIN R. WEBB. Make-up by Jo Karsberg. Hair by James Dodds. 


£ 

a^m 

T3 

1 


AH loan amounts 


From To ’ - 
7.39%pa. 6.9596pa 


If a mortgage is held which Is not.wtth RrstOtiect - \ r 
All loan amounts \ 9.39%pii-'-- 


Dlreca ts a efivtstan tA MkfandB*nfcpte 


Member BS8G-CEHM', 
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Girls just want to have fun 

(Christmas 


RONALD GRANT ARCHIVE 


parties are a 
minefield of 
temptation — but it 
isn’t only men 
who are indiscreet. 
Jason Cowley 
on women 
behaving badly 

THE LIMELIGHT Club in Picca¬ 
dilly is packed tonight. The music 
is loud, the air is thick with 
cigarette smoke and other exotic 
scents, and everywhere you look 
there are young women behaving 
badly. 

But this is no ordinary club 
night in raveland — this is the 
annual office party of a leading 
publishing house, and these liber¬ 
ated, daring women are behaving 
no differently from thousands of 
others across the country who 
have spent the Christmas party 
season having fun and seeking 
pleasure. 

A survey published last week 
claimed that almost half of all 
office romances began at Christ¬ 
mas parties. 

Julia Cole of the relationship 
counselling agency Relate con¬ 
firms that the Christmas party 
season is a minefield of temptation 
and indiscretion. 

“Most people spend more time 
at work than they do at home. So 
naturally they are going to develop 
feelings for their colleagues and 
Christmas parties, with their alco¬ 
hol and mistletoe, encourage inti¬ 
macy and the indulgence of long 
suppressed desires. Relationships 
are under tremendous strain at 
this time of year." 

So. as the recipient of as many 
as four invitations a night to 
publishing parties. I thought Iti 
test the veracity of these claims by 
spending the run-up to Christmas 
doing nothing but going to parties. 
That publishing is notoriously 
overpopulated with young women 
may also have influenced my 
thinking. 



Anita Ekberg lets down her hair in La Dolce Vita. This week thousands of women across the country are doing the same on the frenzied Christmas party circuit 


Yi 


et my week begins slowly 
at die Times Literary 
Supplement bash. The 

_occasion is earnestly 

hushed, there is very little sign of 
any indiscretion; but die malt 
whisky is good and! do seeatalL: : 
striking redhead in a Katharine' 
Hamnett dress locked in an em¬ 
brace with an aged don. his nose 
bulbously inflamed. 

The next night, however. I find 
what I am looking for. The 
Publishers Publicity Circle’s 
Christmas party is usually one of 
die highlights of the season. This is 
the event at which even the waiters 
carrying trays of canapes are not 
safe from groping girls; at which 
one publicist famously offered the 
literary editor of a respectable 
broadsheet regular sex if he would 
publish a review of one of the 
bodes she was promoting. And 
that is one of the deaner stories I 
can relate. 

The world of publishing publici¬ 
ty is the preserve of the south 
London Sloane set. and as 1 arrive 
at the Groucho Club in Soho I hear 
the sound of the daughters of the 
English county families braying 
for broken glass. The party is held 
in a dark, intimate upstairs room. 
Women outnumber men by al¬ 
most ten to one. The room vibrates 
with the throb of expectation. 
Whistles and shrieks pierce the 
air. I grab a glass of wine and 
watch as the man from the BBC 
emerges gingerly from a thicket of 
Camillas and Francescas, only to 
be dragged back into the fray by a 
voluptuous blonde from whose 
tanned wrist hangs sparkling 
jewels. 

You move through the dosed, 
airless world of this party with 
blanched fascination. There is so 
much wine that every woman 
seems to be holding a glass of red 
in one hand and a glass of white in 
the other. Everyone seems to be 
smoking. Many of the dresses and 

skirts, most of which are black, are 
cut thrillingly short Ftar such a 


cold night there is so much 
exposed flesh on display. These 
women really do just want to have 
fun. 

The first person I meet is the 
inveterate partygoer Minna Fry. 
who is still celebrating _____ 
her inclusion in 
Tatters “Black Book” 
of the hottest dates in 
town. Although her 
glass of wine is half 
full, she immediately 
asks if 1 can get her 
another one. 

"The great tiling 
about Christmas par¬ 
ties is that you can get 
away with anything," 
she says through a 
haze of cigarette 
smoke.'“You can al¬ 
ways have a quick snog car a grope 
with someone you’ve fended for 
ages because the next day you can 
blame the wine." 

As I move towards the bar, 
avoiding the sea of outstretched 
hands, I am stopped by Kay Scott 


‘I arrived 
by mistake. 
I’ve never 
met girls 
like these 
before' 


from Bloomsbury Publishers. She 
is 22 and has a feline seductive¬ 
ness. “Haveyou read any good sex 
scenes lately?" she asks by way of 
introduction. Before I can think of 
an appropriate riposte, she turns 

_ away, ner Ghost mini- 

dress and knee-length 
suede boots disappear¬ 
ing in a swirl of moving 
bodies. 

Later. I see Kay 
again, arm wrapped 
nonchalantly around a 
rather starried-looking 
chap. He is a doctor, 
and he confesses to 
being at the wrong 
party. But he doesn’t 
seem to care much. 
_____ since his shirt is open. 
_ and Kay's friend is 

running her fingers through his 
damp chest hair. 

“I wandered into this party by 
mistake." the doctor says. “But 1 
was having such a good time I 
decided to stay. I’ve never met girls 
like these before." 


One of the few women in the 
room who is waiting for men to 
approach her is Eliza Sportoorg of 
Midas PR. Huskily voiced and 
languidly guarded, her eyes spark 
mischievously as we swap stories 

about other people's _ 

bad behaviour. But has 
she herself ever done 
anything she regretted 
at an office party? 

“No." she says a little 
too defensively. “But a 
couple of years ago I 
worked on a news¬ 
paper. and at our 
Christmas party one of 
the secretaries had 
you-know-what in a 
back room with two 
different columnists — _____ 

and in less than half an 
hour." I am encouraged by her 
story, but when 1 spy the shining 
band of gold on the third finger of 
her left hand. I understand why 
she is happy to be one of the 
pursued, not a pursuer. 

My next stop is the Penguin 


‘There are 
so few men 
here, we 
will be 
fighting 
over them’ 


authors' party in Kensington, 
where last year I saw the definitive 
Sixties wild child, Marianne 
Faithfuil. elegant in black and 
gold, share a drink with the writer 
Mick Brown, while sidling up to 

_ Jeremy Paxman. The 

guest list looks just as 
good this year, but first 
you have to get there. 

It is a cold. dear, 
windswept winter’s 
night, but the streets 
are bustling with ener¬ 
gy. As I flag down a 
cab. a couple burst out 
of the shadows behind 
me and get into it 
The girl is wearing 
very little and she hud- 
_____ dies against the man in 
" """ the back seat He looks 
out of the window as the cab puils 
away, and for some reason he 
reminds me of the doctor who was 
talking to me at the party. Then I 
remember that glass of wine 1 
promised Minna Fry, and hurry 
back inside. 


The lost art of the formal introduction 

Rachel Kelly on why hostesses no longer do the proper thing at parties 


IT HAS happened to all of us. You arrive at 
the festive doorway. You are shown to a 
room full of strangers. And left When were 
you last introduced to someone who had two 
names? More often than not, if we are 
introduced at alL we get only a first name. 
Lost are the opportunities for shared gossip 
if only we’d realised we were talking to that 
Johnnie. And gained are the chances of 
being rude if, for example, you were chatting 
to Carol and insulted Lady T. before you 
realised you were talking to her daughter. 

The social field has become even more 
heavily mined since professional couples no ■ 
longer share the same surname. Beware of 
insulting someone who could just turn out to 
be your companion's spouse. 

Lady Elizabeth Anson, cousin of the 
Queen, Is tbe power behind Party Planners 
and an accomplished hostess. She bemoans 
the lost art of the introduction. The typical 
thing about the British is that they don’t 
speak to someone unless someone else 
introduces them," she says. “They stand 
there with their arms dangling." 

We can spend an entire weekend with a 
dozen others and not learn their names, says 
Lady Celestria Nod. the soda! editor of 
Harpers& Queen. “Introducing is one of the 
most important things a hostess can do." 

Once upon a time, society was so small 
(hat introductions were practically unneces- 



Lord Lichfield and Lady Elizabeth Anson 

saxy. But by our grandmother's day, a 
hostess knew that her role was to introduce; 
she was the heartbeat of the party. The best 
would give her guests a flying conversation¬ 
al start with a mini-biography. “Typically 
they might say. This is Elizabeth Anson, 
who lives half in Scotland and half in 
Staffordshire, and this is Johnnie Bloggs 
who is in the Irish Guards'. Most of the.time 
you didn't take on board what the hostess 
had said, but at least you had something to 
start people talking." Lady Elizabeth says. 

Now the new informality — “it’s supper, 
not dinner”—has conspired to make parties 
less fun. Today’s harassed hostess arrives 


hotfoot from the office, unpacking M&S 
canap&s with junior on her hip. 

What’s the answer? Well, we could relearn 
the art of the good introduction. “Balance is 
critical," says Lady Elizabeth. There is 
nothing worse than the over-ambitious 
hostess. When we were young my brother 
Patrick [Lord Lichfield] and I were always 
being introduced by hostesses who didn’t 
realise we were related. We would have a 
lovely time talking to each other." 

Ewa Lewis, the social editor of Tatter. 
says: “It’s an extremely delicate business. 
The best way to introduce is to open the con¬ 
versation with an interesting statement or 
sentence." Lady Celestria agrees. “Give peo¬ 
ple a due, but don’t say, ‘She’s written a 
book.’ if it's just been remaindered." 

We can learn from the Americans who are 
brilliant at sticking their hands out. smiling 
broadly and saying “How-do-you-do? My 
name is Bifl Clinton. I’m in politics," then 
repeating their name two minutes later. 

For those who must do their own 
introducing this Christmas, the best gambit 
is still: “And what are you doing now?” But 
always remember the Lady Diana Cooper 
lesson. Famously, at a Buckingham Palace 
party, she was confronted with a dowdy 
woman chatting about her brother. “And 
what is your brother doing now T she 
inquired. “He is still King,” came the reply. 


Back at the Limelight, writhing 
bodies can be glimpsed through 
the flickering strobes and clouds of 
dry ice. 1 approach a group of 
young women and begin talking to 
19-year-old Emma Boyes. She is 
wearing a skimpy Jonathan Rich¬ 
mond dress and chain-smokes 
Marlboro Lights. Without being 
prompted, she starts talking about 
who may end up sleeping with 
whom. 

“My friends and I love behaving 
badly at parties—especially at this 
time of year. 1 was at a party only 
last week when a girl 1 knew 
started having a bonk on top of a 
bar in fronr of everyone. You 
couldn’t believe what you were 
seeing. Someone asked me if we 
should stop them. But 1 said. 
’Leave them alone, they’re having 
fun’." 

Emma is down to her last 
cigarette new. so 1 offer to buy her 
some more. Yet as I struggle 
across the dance floor I get caught 
up with a group of dancing girls 
and rushed along with them. 
Eventually, I reach the bar. where 
I meet Rosalie Kidston, a 6ft 3in 
brunette from Fulham. Although 
she looks and moves like a 
supermodel, she confesses to writ¬ 
ing computer software for a living. 
Her backless micro-short sequin 
black dress is spectacularly reveal¬ 
ing. In her stilettos, she is surely 
the tallest woman in the club. In 
feet, she comfortably towers over 
most of the men, too. 

“ love this place," she says. 
I tossing her head so that 
I her lacquered hair falls 

-M. across one side of her face. 
“With all the nooks and crannies 
there is so much potential for 
decadence. There are so few men 
here that we will be fighting over 
them later." 

I ask about her dress. T bought 
it especially for tonight," she says. 
“I look it up myself a couple of 
inches. Irs a Herve Leger." 

“Didn’t he write the Tintin 
books?" I ask. 

She doesn't answer, so I make 
my excuses and leave. 

Much later, as I collect my coat 
from the basement. I glimpse 
Emma in a murky comer strug¬ 
gling to free herself from an 
embrace. She calls out to me, her 
voice fluctuating with feverish 
warmth. She says something 
about some cigarettes. 

I fleetingly consider turning 
back... but it’s past midnight now 
and I still have another two parties 
to go to. 


Who’d 
be a 
butcher 
at 

Christmas? 

The meat’s off, 
says Giles Coren 

THIS could be a bleak midwinter 
for butchers. For the traditional 
Christmas dinner is beginning to 
look like an environmental crime of 
monstrous proportions — the 
Chernobyl of festive meals. A large 
turkey covered with strips of bacon 
and chipolatas. and followed by a 
Christmas pudding made from 
beef suet, is likely to generate a 
different reaction, this year, from 
the oohs and aahs of old. 

Beef is off the Christmas list for 
obvious reasons, and turkey is 
certain to be regarded with horror 
after Channel 4's documentary. 
The Turkey Business, in which the 
bird's sex life was shown to be only 
marginally less appalling than its 
gruesome'death. 

This is bad news for butchers, 
and cannot be dismissed as hum¬ 
bug. “it has been pretty hard this 
year." says Dave Armstrong, a 
Dew hurst butcher in Southwark, 
south London. “Beef has slowed 
down a great deal — and the turkey 
programme could well affect the 
late rush." The British Poultry 
Federation were all out having 
Christmas lunch, but the Turkey 
Information Service thought the 
price of their gobblers would 
guarantee resilience. “Price wars 
have meant that a 121b turkey can 
be bought for £5," said a spokes¬ 
woman. “But you would have to 
pay as much as £45 for a traditional 
turkey.” Traditional turkey? How 
avant-garde can a turkey be. even if 
it is cheaper than catfood? 

“My customers won’t go near 
that stuff now," says Alan 
Whitworth, of G.w. Boggis, in 
Lowestoft Suffolk. “The turkeys I 
sell cost 15 times as much as frozen 
ones — but I have to convince 
people that my meat is different" 
Pork. too. has suffered, though 
for more unpredictable reasons. 
The film Babe, in which a talking 



The cruellest cut at Christmas 

piglet, anthropomorphised to with¬ 
in an oink of humanity, survives 
the threat of sausagedom, has been 
a huge success, and under-12s are 
boycotting pork products — either 
out of sentimentality, or for fear 
that their lunch may answer back. 

At the Meat and livestock Com¬ 
mission, defensiveness is the 
watchword. “Beef sales have 
dropped by 15 per cent," said a 
spokesman. “And while 1 expect 
this to be a temporary setback, it is 
undeniably bad timing for butch¬ 
ers. As for Babe. 1 shall go and 
watch it. and think of bacon 
sandwiches." 

It is rumoured that 900 pigs were 
used in the film. We may choose to 
believe the promise that none of the 
extras will be spending Christmas 
in apple sauce, but as we sit down 
to a plate of the old eggs and b. on 
Christmas morning, will we not 
reflect that it is usually only 
Hollywood studio executives who 
eat film stars for breakfast? 


INSIDE 

SECTION 


cLbokJ^ck.iB affection: 
:: Jofixi Osborne's last 
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From mst £29 the RAC covers you in any 





IT SMB u . 
YirVE ARRIVED 


Membership of the RAC still starts at just £29 -but now 
your bosk cover offers even more benefits. 

■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 
you cun calf on us whenever you need fast roadside 
assistance, even when you're simply a passenger in 
someone else's cor. 

■ Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
coses, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tew you to a neorby gonjge, free 
of charge. 

■ Accident Service. A free courtesy car, free legal 
advice, plus we'll deed with your insurers. 


■ Theft and Vanda ram Cover, if your car's stolen 
or can't be driven because of vandalism, we’ll get 
you home and recover your car, too. 

H Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and our labour are 
tree - you only pay lor ports. 

You can also tailor your cover to meet your needs, with 
the option to lake out ioint ond Family Cover or odd our 
'At Home' service. 

Don’t wait until you break down. Find out how lo join the 
RAC today. 



"’fescue costs £29 if you pay by Continuous Credit Cord Authority or Direct Debit. All prices include on enrolment fee. Phone lines open Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm, Saturday 9am - 5pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm. 



YES -1 want lo join the RAC Please tell me how I can join 
from just £29? 

Mr/Mre/Miss/Ms 


Addrwss 







Postcode 

Telephone 



Send Ids RAC Rescue, FREEPOS* Bristol BS38 7AU. (No stamp needed.) 
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Why Britain 
must speak 



John Redwood resists the idea of 


a Franco-German superstate 


S hould Britain mind if 
France and Germany', 
wish to merge? Could 
Britain stop them' anyway? 
These are not academic de¬ 
bates. They are the reality of 
modem Europe, where French, 
and German politicians-have 
come remarkably dose'to de¬ 
ciding to bring .their countries - 
together, France says it wants 
to join a currency union with 
Germany. This "would mean 
that French interest rates, the 
budget deficit and the foreign 
exchange reserves would all be 
managed by 1 an undected 
central bank shared with 
Germany, based in Frankfurt. 

Germany says she will only 
accept this monetary union Lf 
there is also a political union,, 
which presumably means 
merging much of what re¬ 
mains of the .two separate 
states and governments. Nat¬ 
ional identity would be a 
matter of language and cul¬ 
ture, but not of sovereignty. 

The people are not ‘so sure 
about all this. The Germans 
are proud of their mark. It is a 
colossal achievement of post¬ 
war Germany. They are right 
to fear that, however mahy 
controls and levers they hold 
over a new one, it will be' less 
strong than the German’eur- 
rency alone. Nor are they quite 
happy about taking 
on more responsibi¬ 
lities and paying 
higher taxes for 
the less prosperous 
parts of Europe. 

They have already 
had to pay deariy 
for helping Eastern 
Germany. 

Almost half of 
the French voted 


against the MaastrichtTreaty. 
Today it would be more. For¬ 
ces of die extreme Right based 
on a crude and unattractive 
nationalism, are poised to gain 
many more votes, as voters 
come to fear the long march of 
France into a merger with its 
neighbour. The French unions 
have taken up‘ die cudgels 
against the budget cuts that 
Maastricht requires. Many 
French people are fed up with 
the deflation, the high unem¬ 
ployment and high interest 
rates that are the result .of 
preparing for life with the 
mark. For many, it feels more 
like preparing for a funeral on 
the death of their country., 
rather than for a wedding with 
the suitor next door.'* 

Traditionally, if has been 
Britain’s role and Britain’s 
interest to balance power in 
Europe. We and’the Dutch 
ended the Spanish hegemony 
in the 16th and 17th centuries. 
We and the Prussians brought 
France to heel when Napoleon 
tried to unite Europe by force 
of arms. We and the French 
twice stopped Germany tak¬ 
ing over by military might We 
have always lived by overseas 
trade, and have wad ted an 
open trading system on the 
Continent so that we can earn 
our living. 

Some say things are differ¬ 
ent now. They say that to have 
influence we should join the 
Franco-German merger. But 
as a global trader, we do not 
want a protectionist system.. 
As a believer in open markets 
and competition, we do not 
welcome a Europe of the 
mega-state, as created by the 
Franco-German demarche. • 

It is still in Britain’s interests 
to keep a balance on the Conti¬ 


nent. Some of the architects of 
the new. Europe have in mind 
cmoe more a Europe which 
' protects its main companies 
and markets from outside 
influences and competition. 
They want a Europe run by 
the inarques and officials, 
where many of the important 
derisions will be taken behind 
' dosed doors with littie. if any. 
democratic accountability. 

Britain believes in some-. 
thing different: a bold, 
ing Europe which plays a 
part in the world market, a 
democratic Europe which re¬ 
spects the different strands 
and traditions which have 
been woven to make the differ¬ 
ent nations. We fear too much 
integration, because it would 
make government ever remot¬ 
er from the people and it 
would cut across national 
loyalties and sentiments. 

It is not the case that we 
need fear invasion if France, 
the Low Countries and Germ¬ 
any deride to become one. It is 
the case that we should fear 
the disruption that this might 
. cause to those societies and 
economies. We have seen«cn 
the streets of France the dam 
gers.of pushing people too for 
against a background of high 
unemployment and high inter- 
- est rates. We know the dag¬ 
gers that IurkHrir 
world trade arid 
jobs should Europe 
decide on a Conti¬ 
nental system of 
protection. 

A merged Germ¬ 
any and France 
would be a colos¬ 
sal power, with a 
big economy, more 
people than Japan. 


We have 
always 
opposed a 
fortress 
Europe 


and with nuclear weapons. It 
would make it very difficult for 
Britain to have influence in 
Europe. .Those who say that 
because of this we must join it 
must see that this does not 
make it easier for us to have 
influence: it means we have 
lost the argument If we joined 
the superstate, not only would 
we have lost derisive influence 
on the Continent but we 
.would lose it in the rest of the 
world as well as our foreign 
exchange reserves, invest¬ 
ments and diplomatic activity 
came under the control of a 
new state, in which we would 
be minority participants. 


B 


ritain owes- it to the 
world to stand up for a 
separate France and 
Germany, by speaking out for 
all those millions of French¬ 
men who voted "no" in the ref¬ 
erendum and for the millions 
more who now oppose the 
policies needed in France to 
prepare for the single cur¬ 
rency. We should speak out for 
‘.the majority of Germans who 
do not want the mark to be 
abolished. .We should speak 
out for all those smaller states 
in Europe which fear the 
Franco-German merger but 
which are appeasing rather 
than.opposing it or which try 
to pretend it is not happening 
or that it could be in their 
Interests. 

Greece and Portugal know 
they will be on the edges of 
Europe and of little impor¬ 
tance. Spain and Italy know 
they too will be excluded from 
the Union core. They need a 
Europe ■ that works, for a 
Europe that can get back to 
work. It is Britain’s task to 
offer this alternative. 



A Christmas 



W hatever happened to 
the Thatcher economic 
“mirade"? Has the eco¬ 
nomic performance of 
the Government, over its entire 16- 
year span, been any better than 
mediocre? Has the over-touted mir¬ 
acle turned into the widely expected 
mirage? Or was the Chancellor right 
when he said in the Budget speech 
that Britain can become the home of 
tiie enterprise culture in Europe? 

These are basic questions about 
Britain's political economy. Whatev¬ 
er else might be said about the 
Government, there is no doubt that 
tiie past 16 years have been a period 
of radical change. Privatisation, trade 
union reform and deregulation have 
had a revolutionary impact in many 
industries. As the next election draws 
doser, political debate will be increa¬ 
singly influenced by analyses of whe¬ 
ther all the upheaval has damaged or 
benefited the economy. 

My belief is that the supply-side re¬ 
forms implemented over the past 16 
years have led to an acceleration in 
the rate of growth of manufacturing 
productivity. This acceleration is 
dear and can hardly be disputed. 
Indeed it was so pronounced in the 15 
years to 1994 that it put Britain 
virtually at the top of the league of 
manufacturing productivity growth 
for the OECD area, which indudes 
all of the world's most advanced 
industrial economies. The contrast 
with previous periods since 1945 — 
when Britain was routinely at the 
bottom of such tables — is dramatic 
In this sense the Conservative 
period has been a mirade. Moreover, 
the upturn in productivity growth 
extends into the early 1990s, span¬ 
ning both the Thatcher and Major 
premierships. The key facts are set 
out in the accompanying table, [rum 
an artide by Nicholas Oulton in the 
National Institute Economic Review. 

In the period 1960-73. the growth 
rate of manufacturing productivity in 
Britain was the lowest of ail the 
countries cited except the United 
States: in the period 1973-79. perfor¬ 
mance was even worse, with a sharp 
drop in productivity growth com¬ 
pared with the preceding 13 years and 
Britain at the very bottom of the list. 
In the period 1979-94, however, 
Britain was second out of the 1 2 
countries (just behind Japan) and the 
productivity growth was four times 
that of 1973-79. 

In his article, Mr Oulton is cau¬ 
tious. He notes, for example, that the 
growth rate in the 1960s and early 
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1970s was similar to that achieved un¬ 
der the present Government, and — 
on this basis — the post-1979 record 
wou Id be better described as a “recov¬ 
ery" than an “improvement". He also 
warns that the gains in productivity 
(ie, output per worker) have not been 
matched by similar gains in output, 
because manufacturing employment 
has declined. 

Yet Britain appears in recent years 
to have done well, relative both to 
its own past and to its industrial com¬ 
petitors. The level of output per 
head in manufacturing may now be 
only slightly behind that in Germany 
and France, and is 
probably somewhat 
above the average 
in tiie European 
Union. There is no 
longer any reason 
for the British to 
suffer a national 
inferiority complex 
on this score. (In 
some sectors, such 
as food manufactur¬ 
ing and the steel 
industry, British 
output per head is 


We no longer 
languish at 
the bottom 
of the 

league table 


well ahead of that in Germany.) 

The productivity recovery has 
transformed Britain's underlying 
competitiveness. Direct wage costs in 
Britain are much the same as in 
France and considerably lower than 
in Germany. If everything else were 
equal, the approximate equivalence 
in output per head would imply unit 
labour costs in Britain similar to 
those in France and less than those in 
Germany. But everything else is not 
equal Largely as a result of the 
Tories' struggle to curb the public sec¬ 


tor. the ratio of government expendi¬ 
ture to national ourput is now almost 
10 per cent lower in Britain than in 
Germany, and almost 15 per cent 
lower than in France. The burden of 
some taxes—such as value added tax 
— is roughly equal in the three 
countries owing to EU harmonisa¬ 
tion. With expenditure lower but 
some taxes the same, other taxes have 
to be much lower in Britain. 

The big difference is concentrated 
in social security contributions, par¬ 
ticularly those paid by employers. 
Whereas employers’ contributions in 
France amount to more than 12 per 
_ cent of gross nat¬ 
ional product,, and 
in Germany to al¬ 
most S pier cent, the 
figure in Britain is 
less than 4 per cent 
As a result, total 
labour costs per 
unit of output are 
significantly lower 
in Britain than in its 
continental neigh¬ 
bours. Logically. 

_ Britain has become 

host to many large 
investments from overseas. 
Germany’s direct invest- 


direct 
whereas 

ment in other countries in 1995 will be 
five times as large as other countries’ 
direct investment in Germany. 

But in one respect the advance of 
British manufacturing is surprising, 
even paradoxical. In the early 1980s, 
the rhetoric of the Thatcher Govern¬ 
ment was widely regarded as anti- 
manufacturing and pro-services. 
There was alleged to be a particular 
bias towards financial services in the 
City and against basic manufactur- 


Output per manhour in manufacturing: 
percentage growth per annum 



1960-73 

1973-79 

1979-89 

1979-94 

United Stales 

3 Pff 

1.41 

2J34 

2.47 

Canada 

4.44 

2.03 

1.45 

1.81 

Japsn 

9.59 

5.15 

4.58 

4.18 

Belgium 

6.69 

5.83 

4.16 

3.73 

Denmark 

622 

4.09 

1.28 

1.68 

Francs 

6.55 

4.39 

3J28 

3.04 

Germany 

5.71 

4.21 

1.83 

2-22 

Italy 

Netherlands 

ai4 

7.15 

5.60 

5-32 

3.86 

3.40 

3J1 

3.04 

Norway 

4.69 

221 

2-03 

206 

Sweden 

626 

zes 

Z53 

287 

United Kingdom 

4.14 

1.01 

4.13 

3.96 


Source: US Department of Labor. BLS News, September 1395 


ing industries. State aid to industry 
has been slashed. Government ex¬ 
penditure on trade and industry in 
toe current financial year will be 
lower, even in money terms, than in 
1979-80. Yet manufacturing has done 
better. Despite both the removal of 
billions of pounds of state support, 
manufacturing is in good shape. 

Of course, the advocates of the 
more robust government attitude to¬ 
wards industry pursued over the past 
16 years would see notiling strange in 
the conjunction of less interven¬ 
tion and more growth. Whereas in 
the 1970s industry was being killed by 
the kindness of excessive state hand¬ 
outs, in the 1980s it has been 
revitalised by toe harshness of a more 
tree-market approach. Anti-interven¬ 
tionists would say that toe elimina¬ 
tion of state support aught to be 
followed by a shift of resources from 
inefficient to efficient industries, with 
positive effects on productivity. And- 
tins, it seems, is what has happened. 

All the same, the notion that 
Britain’s economic mirade (if such it 
be) is substantially a manufacturing 
mirade may be difficult to accept. 
Surely, toe Government's critics will 
protest Thatcherism wasn’t sup¬ 
posed to benefit blue*collar workers 
and manufacturers in toe North and 
Scotland, but white-colour workers 
and merchant bankers in London 
and the South-East? Can the stereo¬ 
type be so thoroughly misguided? 

As so often, toe stereotype is wrong 
and reappraisal is long overdue. The 
improvement in manufacturing has 
now extended over such a long period 
and been corroborated by so many 
statistics that it cannot be denied. 
However much the critics didike the 
facts, they speak for themselves. 

But a puzzle remains. The undoub¬ 
ted progress in manufacturing — 
where output per head has virtually 
doubled since 1979—does not seem to 
have been accompanied by a compa¬ 
rably spectacular improvement in 
living standards. As manufacturing 
accounts for only a fifth of national 
output, the manufocturing mirade 
has not been enough to achieve a 
more general economic mirade. 

So toe next questions are “why has 
the surge in manufacturing, an area 
traditionally seen as Britain's weak¬ 
ness, failed to boost productivity in 
the whole economy?" and “what, if 
anything, has gone so badly wrong 
elsewhere that the gains in manufac¬ 
turing appear to have been dissipat¬ 
ed?” I shall address these questions in 
a second artide shortly. 


Digging in 


THE PRINCE OF WALES’ has 
suffered a setback in trying to ad¬ 
vance toe organic cause, of High- 
grove, his estate in Glouces¬ 
tershire. One of Britain’s foremost , 
organic formers, Helen Browning, 
has turned down an offer from the 
Prince of a chance to take charge of 

his farms operation. 

Ms Browning's techniques of 
muck and mystery have long .been 
admired by toe Prince who has in¬ 
stalled his own organic sewage 
treatment plant at Highgrove. She . 
runs a form of more' than 1.000 
acres on toe Wiltshire Downs, with 
dairy cows, sheep, ■free-range hens 
and a herd 'of muck-snuffling' 
Saddleback pigs, which are ao-' 
mi red by the local fraternity. * 

But, after muffing 'over the 
considerable advantages of a link 
with Highgrove. she is said to have 
decided that a commitment qf a 
couple of days a week away from 
her home form would be too much. 

“I don’t think I am prepared to say 
anything at the moment,” was all 
she would say. ■ 

Land agents in Gloucestershire 
say, however, that toe Prince has 
yet to accept her refusal, and is still 
trying to persuade her-to lead the 
Highgrove team. They also claim 


that the farm manager David Wil¬ 
son is none too happy about the 
prospect of a new boss. “The 
Prince’s chief land agent, from the 
firm Smith Gore, is retiring soon 
though,” said one. “So it's a good 
chance to get in some new blood.” 


• An absurdity of royal correspon¬ 
dents gathered'yesterday far an 
emotional Christmas lunch at 
Christophers in Covent Carden, 
where James Whitaker, Andrew 
:Morton , Richard Kay and Antho- 



went green, then white, and caused 
a mess all over the tablecloth. And 
then continued with his story. 


fringe. “Looking like the jailer 
doesn’t help her image.” comment¬ 
ed Mary SpiUane, the parliamen¬ 
tary image-maker. 


Jailbird 


'! IIJLJ. J R S H- 

fi ?/ 



ny Holden toyed with turkey while 
discussing the Princess of Wales. 
Todays royal lunchers mil concen¬ 
trate on the husband: the Prince of 
Wales's private secretary. Com¬ 
mander Richard Aylard. will be 
joined at his favourite restaurant 
by Jonathan Dimbleby, puppet of 
“the enemy*. 


THE PRISONS Minister, Ann 
Widdecombe, is throwing herself 
into her job with gusto, if her ap¬ 
pearance on Monday's BBC news 
to talk about problems at Hollo¬ 
way is anything to go by. She 
looked fit for a part in the Austra¬ 
lian soap about female prisoners, 
Cell Block H. 

The minister has been experi¬ 
menting with a number of styles 
recently, but consultants were tak¬ 
en aback by her choice of black 
jacket, enormous floppy bow-tie. 
and by jet black hair with a frumpy 


Tub-u-like 




Aghast 





I HOPE William Cash, son of 
Euro-sceptic MP Bill Cash and one 
of Liz Hurley’s regular escorts, 
does not inflict on her the be¬ 
haviour which shocked an entire 
restaurant on Monday night Au 
Bon AccueU restaurant in Chelsea 
Green was lively, customers were 
enjoying their food and Cash ju¬ 
nior was tired and emotional. 

Halfway into an interminable 
tale about life in Los Angeles, Cash 



THE FESTIVE season is not 
swinging in quite customary fash¬ 
ion for Maureen Lipman. At the 
Foyles luncheon yesterday to 
launch her memoir You Can Read 
Me Like a Book, she was left sitting 
by herself for 15 minutes because 
her neighbours Ned Sherrin and 
Jane Asher were late. 

But she hopes things mil look up 
in the new year. "Christmas wifi 
just be with my mother and the 
children and their various lanky 
appendages. But this morning I 
was rung up by a friend who asked 
if 1 wanted to go and sit around 
eating Chinese takeaway in a hot 
tub—which is not easy to refuse." 



Clarke’s retro card 


Looking back 


Prisoner Widdecombe 


TRUE TO his beery tastes, Ken¬ 
neth Clarke has chosen a Christ¬ 
mas card of Gladstone toping at 
the dispatch box. His shopping has 
been equally nostalgic, toe Chan¬ 
cellor was yesterday in the Regent 
Street branch of Past Times, spe¬ 
cialists in historical replicas. 

He bought a Tudor-style embroi¬ 


dered waistcoat, a woollen cardi¬ 
gan based on 17th-century Persian 
wall-hangings and a flora] stole, 
which a fellow shopper described 
as "a bit arty". Ctae purchase 
raised suggestions that Downing 
Street might benefit from his mu¬ 
nificence. He bought a doormat, 
modelled on one owned by Samuel 
Johnson and inscribed “Here lives 
a very fine cat indeed". Humphrey 
is in for a treaL 


P-HS 




Alan Coren 



■ Have you ever 
had a ding-dong 
•with an angel? •: 


S ' he was born to dmg-dbog 
merrily on high- JhaLwa^ 
her lifeY wont That, was 
the career her Crisrtor \hrid- 
marfced out for boy fen thou?; 
sand miles from Gnckfewood.. 
-You will be flown to;'Gricfcle- 
wood." he murmured, tekteiy. 
but firmly, “you will fee pteoerf 
on high- and once you are up 
there, you will ding^wng 

m fmay be tafcirig smafllibertfe 
here, I do not know exactly what 
he said, I wasnTtoere.frutI feei. 
fairly confident .that, he.-said 
something; you caimot sit all 
day in the middle of toe Scum 
China "Sea knocking^out :ete> 
tronic fairies without the work. 


you cannot talk to. the assembler 
next to you, they are. strict 
dfcdpfinarians in Taiwato; turn 
to your neighbour for a natter 
and you will be out oh your ear. 
It is therefore not unlikely that 
you would murmur to the feirjr 
between your fingers, to stop 

yourself gping nuts.' 

The scene now shifts to Gam- 
den Market, last Saturday, _ 
whither a man has gone whose ■ 
old fairy appears to havedonea 
runrien for it is one of’the 
Parkinsonian laws of Christmas 
that work expands so as to 
require twice the time available 
for its completion, make, that 
thrice if theworkinvolves a tree. 
For cstample, because you are an 
old hand at the Yule game, you 
allow an extra hour for rushing 
out to buy new lights, only to 
find that toe old lights actually 
work, far once, so you cry “Wow! 
Terrific! I have been granted a 
whole extra hour to rush out and 

buy toe chocolate Santas f 
thought we already had!” and 
then you reach into the fights 
box to get toe fairy to put on toe 
top of the free, bth she has gone, 
so not only does the whole extra 
hour go m looking where she 
isn’t you dote have to find three, 
hew hours .to rush' out and buy . 
another foiiy.' 



.ne af toese is spent in 
not discovering them in 
_ airyiocal^hop, a second 
is spent parking just out¬ 
side Wolverhampton, this be¬ 
ing as dose as you can to 
Camden Market on pre-Christ¬ 
mas Saturday, and the third is 
spent trudging through the 
stalls until you find the only- 
man who sells fairies. He dots 
not, though, sell fairies like 
your old fairy, who. Yule in. 
Yule out just dung there silently 
blessing toe household with a 
wonky wand, be seDs only 
fairies who sing Ding-Dong 
Merrily On High. "They got 
this chip in," he explains. 
“They wossname every houT. oo 
the hour.” 

So I gave him a tenner, and 
took her home. She said nothing 
in toe car. She said nothing 
when I put her on the tree. And 
then, after about ten minutes, 
she sang “Ding-dong merrily on 
high”. After another ten min¬ 
utes, she was still singing it I 
took her down again, arid, with 
this technical expertise I have, 
shook her. She did not stop. I 
tapped her lightly against toe 
banister. "Ding-dong merrily on 
high!" she sang. 

This was lad news. There 
were 21 days to go until 
Twelfth Night, and there was 
quite enough coming up in 
those 21 days which would 
threaten to drive us all bark¬ 
ing mad, without having an. in¬ 
continent Chinese soprano to 
help out 


I took her into the kitchen, put 
her on the table, and re¬ 
moved her dothes.She ha'cL- 
sony about this, a little hatch 
between her legs, which, it 
would seem, led to her works. So 
—this is the fourth hour by now, 
and, if I haven’t mentioned it, 
had forgotten, Mule out, to buy 
the chocolate Santas — I put a 
screwdriver to the hatch. It was 
a bit unsettling, performing 
major abdominal surgery on a 
panent singing “Ding-dong 
merrily on. high!" but 1 perse-, 
vered, even when I discovered 
that I could not open the hatch ; 
without first prismg-her- legs off. :; 
I would have unscrewed them/ 
but they didn't uriscrewi they 
had littie rivets. I could now get 
to her Innards. They had a tiny 
digital-watch batfiay to them. I- 
took it out She shut up. 

All I had to do now was get 
her legs back on. I. got . one leg 
back on. Ask me where the other 
littie rivet went Ask me how', 
long I took to took for it-. 
Unsuccessfully. But I put her 
bade on toe top of the tree- 
anyway. No one wouidlnatice*- 
right up there. . ' 

I’d just finished ytften Mis 
Coren came throng'toe frrait . 
door, lugging shopping bags. 
“Why has the fairy got only 6ae : ' 
leg?" she inquired., v ~ 

"I bet yoteforgef to -ifey: 
chocolate Santas,"J said. - 
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BOITOMLEY AND DAVIS 

A bad decision by both politician and regulator 


Virginia Bottomless decision yesterday not 
to sack Peter Davis, the tottery regulator, 
was said to be “finely balanced". If so. she 
brought the weight of her judgment down on 
the wrong side. Mr Davis has been guilty of 
bad judgment on an issue central to his 
public function. That does not mean that he 
is corrupt, only that he is tarnished. A 
tarnished regulator will not quell the unease 
that surrounds the lottery. A nationalised 
gambling operation, which necessarily has 
potential to bring great benefit and grave 
disrepute, should not only be clean and 
impeccably ruled: it must be seen to be so. 

A national lottery has three potentially 
dangerous characteristics. It is a monopoly; 
it can be rigged; and it involves the handling 
of huge sums of money. Moreover, of the 
industries that operate within the law 
gambling is the world's toughest and most 
ruthless. So whoever is appointed to police 
the National Lottery has to be the equal of 
those under regulation. 

Mr Davis, the Director-General of Oflot 
since its inception, has proved unequal to the 
task. His acceptance of free flights and 
foreign hospitality from GTech, a partner in 
the Camelot consortium which operates the 
lottery, displayed a woeful lack of judgment 
— particularly since, as has now emerged, 
he was advised by the Government not to 
accept the offers. There is no suggestion that 
he was corrupted by these favours; but in his 
position as a regulator he should never have 
allowed himself to be in such a position. 

Because of the nature of the gambling 
industry, its policemen have to be sophis¬ 
ticated, hard and savvy, with not a trace of 
the naive or vulnerable. The head of Oflot 
should display the iron judgment that 
working in such an area demands. In both 
his actions and responses Mr Davis failed in 
this regard and should have been replaced. 

There are wider lessons, too, from this 
embarrassment. Should one man or 


woman, however strong, be expected to 
stand up to the full wheedling and lobbying 
force of a giant industry? In America, panels 
of officials are appointed to regulate utilities. 
This helps ro prevent fights between the 
regulator and the regulated being portrayed 
as clashes of personality. It would also have 
made Mr Davis’s action less likely; peer 
pressure would have been brought to bear 
on a member of a panel taking unwise 
actions. Had such pressure failed, the 
removal of one panel-member would not 
have seemed as drastic as the sacking of a 
regulator working alone. 

There remains the question of whether the 
person who awards a contract should also 
oversee its operation. Mr Davis has a vested 
interest both in Camelotsuccess and in the 
reputation of GTech remaining unblem¬ 
ished. Should it ever turn out that GTech 
had acted dishonestly, that would bring Mr 
Davis's judgment into doubt In the current 
rail privatisation, a franchiser awards 
franchises and a regulator then regulates the 
operators. Such a distinction is a healthy 
one. 

The director-generals of all the regulatory 
bodies should be subject to much clearer 
rules about what is proper and improper 
conduct In some American states, regu¬ 
lators have to make public every contact 
with each company that comes under their 
jurisdiction. Such openness ought to be 
routine for an operation that is designed to 
act in the interests of the public. 

Instead in Britain we have secrecy and 
fog. Mr Davis's contract remains private 
and his guidelines unclear. All that he has 
agreed now to do is to seek guidance from 
the Department of National Heritage if 
potential conflicts of interest arise again. 
Given that last time the department gave 
him advice, he ignored it, this assurance 
fails to inspire confidence. So does Mrs 
Bottomley's decision to retain him. 


KABUL CRUCIBLE 

In the dust of Afghanistan grow the seeds of Islamic terror 


When the United Nations negotiated the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghani¬ 
stan in 1989. the long-combative country, 
free from foreign forces for the first time in a 
decade, looked set for some sort of political 
and economic revival. Seven years later, as 
our correspondent reports today, its capital 
lies in ruins. Hospitals, schools and 
mosques have been destroyed- Kabul is as 
shattered and desolate as Dresden after the 
bomber raids. Thousands of civilians have 
been killed by rockets raining down on the 
main cities; women and children have been 
mutilated by mines strewn in millions. The 
warring factions show no sign of readiness 
for peace. Afghanistan as a political entity 
has virtually ceased to exist. 

From time to time the world has looked, 
incredulously, at the destruction wrought by 
the guerrilla gangs once hailed as freedom 
fighters. A United Nations peace plan was 
agreed which called for the resignation of 
President Rabbani and transitional arrange¬ 
ments to accommodate the demands of the 
feuding factions. But ceaseless warfare has 
brought all plans to nought The President 
refused to quit The factions, each professing 
a religious zeal that thrives on intransigence, 
would not make common cause. Weapons, 
purchased with drug money, continued to 
pour in to add to the pile left behind by the 
Russians. 

Meanwhile, a new force has entered the 
confused battlefield: the Taleban, Islamic 
“students” professing an interest only in 
stopping the heroin trade and disarming the 
warlords. Their sweeping initial gains, 
meeting little resistance, took everyone by 
surprise. But their record has been less 
impressive. In those swaths of country they 


now control, they enforce a repressive 
regime. Their peaceful credentials have been 
undermined by their tactics on reaching 
Kabul, where the rump Government has put 
up stout resistance: they have fired rockets 
into civilian sectors as ruthlessly as 
Gulbuddin Hekmatayar, the warlord who 
was also once on the brink of capturing 
Kabul. And it is increasingly dear that the 
Taleban, far from being indigenous sav¬ 
iours, are largely the creation of Pakistan, 
desperate to ensure a friendly regime on its 
northwestern frontier. 

Given the long history of tribal warfare 
and the remoteness of the country, there is a 
tendency to shrug at the endemic war and 
turn to more soluble problems. But the 
Afghan disaster is poisoning not only 
regional stability but inter-state relations on 
a much wider scale. Tajikistan is still 
struggling to contain the attacks of fun¬ 
damentalist rebels taking shelter across the 
border. Pakistan is being drawn, inexorably, 
into the maelstrom. All intelligence reports 
on spreading Islamic militancy in the 
Middle East point to the common Afghani¬ 
stan link, the place where Mujahidin have 
been trained and are still drawing strength 
and inspiration. 

As often in these wretched situations; it is 
the Red Cross which hangs on, attempting to 
alleviate suffering when most others have 
abandoned the country. The Red Cross is 
doing a magnificent job in keeping going 
hospitals overwhelmed by casualties. Amid 
warfare, it is attempting to create civilian 
employment and reconciliation. Today it 
launches its Christinas appeal for the 
victims of this forgotten war it is a call to 
which the world should respond generously. 


MUD, MUD, GLORIOUS MUD 

One creature’s sticky wicket is a heavenly hippo track 


Into each life some rain must fell. And this 
usually happens just as England look like 
sneaking a draw from the jaws of defeat or 
the converse, in a Test match. The torrential 
rains in South Africa have washed out the 
first two Tests in the current series and 
exasperated tourists who have flown to 
South Africa to escape the British winter. 
And when it has riot been pouring, these 
sunshine swallow tourists have watched 

drizzle sweeping in from the ocean in fits and 

spouts, blinding, the batsmen, loosening the 
grips of the bowlers, testing the pedantry of 
the umpires, and keeping the groundstafl 
running on and off with covers. 

“Rain stopped play" used to be an 
incantation peculiarly associated with Eng¬ 
lish cricket, on the lines'of straight bats, 
keeping one’s eye on the ball and sticky 
.wickets. And traditionally Old Trafford used 

to be the ground for dogged masochists who 

preferred their cridcet under a car-wash. But 
research by Simon Wilde on our sports 
pages demonstrates that Leeds and then 
Lord’s have taken over from Manchester as 
the home wet-weather grounds. And that 
new sucking and squeegee technology for 
mopping up wet weather has made England 
a land where rain now seldom stops play. 
Sri Lanka, forced to stage matches during 
the monsoon to accommodate the dates of 
senior cricketing nations, is the wettest In 
one Test at Kandy, only 12 overs were played 
over five days. 

The final two Test matches in South Africa 

take place at Port Elizabeth and Cape Town, 


two of the driest grounds in the world. But 
meteorology is one of the many variables 
that make cricket the most interesting game. 
It would be a shame to have undeviating 
snooker-table wickets for the South African 
debut of Paul Adams, the frog-in-a-blender, 
back-breaking twister of phenomenal 
Chinamen, who introduces danger and 
difference to professional cricket. 

This dim damp for cricketers has also 
brought life back to other exotic creatures of 
South Africa. Four years of drought have 
parched the land. This deluge has reintro¬ 
duced green to the parched veld, and forced 
new shoots of maize, sunflowers and 
groundnuts. The rain, which has come 
down so hard that people are having to jump 
into rivers to stop themselves drowning, has 
saved the hippopotamus in the Kruger Park 
and other game reserves. These gentle 
leviathans with huge heads suffer in die 
heat, as do pigs and other animals that 
' wallow rather than sweat They are im¬ 
probably thin-skinned, and are plagued by 
parasites when they cannot cool off in water 
or, at die worst, mud. New rains have made 
the hyenas frisky; new grass makes longer- 
living animal babies for lunch. 

Complaining about rain is an English 
hobby as peculiar as cricket. But four years 
without it would change air complaint, as 
well as turning Yorkshire taps as dry as the 
Kalahari May the cricketers enjoy uninter¬ 
rupted play in South Africa over Christmas. 
But may there also be enough Kruger mist to 
keep the spinners and the hippos happy. 


Giving new hope 
to Brixton area 

From Councillor Charles Elphicke 

Sir, 1 watched from Lambeth Town 
Hall as Brixton was disrupted by the 
mob that looted shops, turned over 
cars and threw petrol bombs (reports. 
December 14, IS: leading article, Dec¬ 
ember IS). It was not only the pros¬ 
pects of Brixton that went up in 
smoke; the effects will reverberate 
throughout the borough of Lambeth. 

In my view there has been a dear 
failure of policy. Brixton City Chall¬ 
enge, which was introduced in 1985 to 
stimulate investment in the area, has 
failed to encourage local entrepre¬ 
neurs. Government money in such de¬ 
prived inner-city areas must be target¬ 
ed ro assist local start-up businesses to 
get through their difficult first year of 
trading. 

Only by encouraging local people 
and assisting them in marketing their 
products will an employment base 
arise. Local opportunities will result 
in less vandalism and tension. 

Government money should be 
spent on encouraging greater employ¬ 
ment not just in Brixton but in the 
other deprived areas of Lambeth. 
That would sustain employment pros¬ 
pects rather than the “here today, 
gone tomorrow" jobs created by dol¬ 
ing out government money. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHARLES ELPHICKE, 

London Borough of Lambeth. 
Members’ Room. Town Hall. 

Brixton Hill. SW2. 

December 18. 

From Earl Russell 

Sir, Those who remember the Brixton 
troubles of 1981 will remember the 
trouble caused by the “sus laws" un¬ 
der which people could be arrested on 
suspicion. I am surprised to find that 
in Clause 7 of the Asylum and Immi¬ 
gration Bill the Home Secretary pro¬ 
poses to introduce a power fen- cons¬ 
tables to arrest people without war¬ 
rant on suspidon of their being illegal 
immigrants. 

Is it to be imagined that sensible 
police officers will wish to use these 
powers in Brixton? 

Yours sincerely, 

RUSSELL 

(liberal Democrat Soda] 

Security spokesperson]. 

House of Lords. 

December 18. 

From Mr Stephen Perry 

Sir, Employed people tend to have nei¬ 
ther the time, inclination nor the need. 
to involve themselves in riots. 

Until London-based businesses find 
a mechanism to employ young males 
from ethnic minorities, the potential 
for confrontations such as those we 
witnessed in Brixton will continue to 
exist 

Yours sincerely, 

STEPHEN PERRY. 

London Export (UK) limited, 

7 Swallow Place, Wl. 

December 15. 


Costs against JPs 

From the Chairman of the Central 
Council of Magistrates' Courts 
Committees 

Sir, In the light of your correspon¬ 
dence (December 4. 6 . 12, 13) on the 
award of costs against justices, it 
might also be appropriate to draw at¬ 
tention to the administrative prob¬ 
lems that can arise in this respect for 
magistrates’ courts committees. 

The Justices of the Peace Act 1979 (as 
amended) provides that cost orders 
should be met from local funds. This 
raises two areas of concern: the pos¬ 
sible inability of a magistrates’ courts 
committee to manage its budget effec¬ 
tively in a cash-limited environment; 
and the danger that consent orders 
will be signed in order to negate costs 
but at the expense of justice. 

At cur conference in London last 
week. Mr Jonathan Evans, Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary at the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor's Department, recognised our 
continuing concern. Constructive dis¬ 
cussions are urgently needed. 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER WRIGHT. 

Chairman, 

Central Council of Magistrates' 
Courts Committees. 

79 New Cavendish Street. Wl. 
December 14. 


Wheat tax 

From MrR. B. Coles 

Sir, The European Commission, with 
no notice to the fanning community 
and with virtually no press reporting, 
has just imposed a tax on wheat 
exports from the EU of £&50 a tonne. 

The effect of this will be to distort 
the grain market, increase world 
cereal prices, and thus make imports, 
mostly for the poorer nations, more 
expensive. 

Is this what is intended? 

Yours sincerely, 

R. B. COLES. 

Western Court. 

Bishop'S Sutton, 

Alresford. Hampshire. 

December 15. 


Business letters, page 25 


Letters to the Editor should cany a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 

iope Cuts threat to BBC World Service Fune 


From Mr C. H. Wigglesworth 

Sir. I am alarmed by Peter Barnard's 
report (Arts, December 7) ihat the For¬ 
eign and Commonwealth Office pro¬ 
poses to reduce its investment in the 
World Service of the BBC over the 
next three years. 

Your headline says. “A national 
asset under threat". Those who live 
and work abroad and listen to World 
Service broadcasts every day would 
see it as an international asset of uni¬ 
que value to those who want to hear 
tiie facts. 

We have only to compare overseas 
broadcasts from some other countries 
to realise how free from propaganda 
the BBC World Service broadcasts 
are. 

The threatened cut would be an act 
of treachery towards all those listen¬ 
ers who hear only doctored news from 
their national broadcasting stations 
and who rely on the BBC for the truth. 

Yours faithfully. 

G. H. WIGGLESWORTH. 

53 Canonbury Park South. Nl. 
December 8 . 

From the Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth Broadcasting 
Association 

Sir, The Canadian Broadcasting Cor¬ 
poration has recently announced the 
closure from March 31,1996, of Radio 
Canada International, its counterpart 
to the BBC’s World Service. Inaugu¬ 
rated in 1945, RCI has played a major 
role in spreading free and fair infor¬ 
mation round the world, and it will be 
greatly missed. 

Canadians, who are among the 
richest people in the world both in per 
capita income and in the values that 
underpin a free society, owe it to far 
poorer and less privileged people to 
share their access to accurate and un¬ 
biased information. Their sane voice 
and their experience of living decently 
with ethnic diversity are needed in 
many areas of conflict 


The CBC. put in an impossible posi¬ 
tion by the cuts in their funding, have 
been farced to announce this decision. 
The responsibility, however. Lies with 
Canada’s Government. Parliament 
and people, and in particular with 
those who have a vision of Canada as 
something more than a rich man 
building a high wall around his pro¬ 
perty and disregarding the poverty 
and despair outside. 

Radio Canada International had al¬ 
ready been damaged over the years by 
progressive spending cuts. Britain 
should take care that it is not going 
down the same route. 

Yours faithfully. 

ELIZABETH SMITH, 
Secretary-General, 

Commonwealth Broadcasting 
Association. 

152-156 Great Portland Street Wl. 
December 15. 

From Dr John E. Dayton 

Sir, I really must take issue with Ms 
Brenda Maddox and her article in 
praise of the BBC World Service 
(Media and Marketing, December 
13). Having lived and worked over¬ 
seas for the last 40 years. 1 suggest 
that Ms Maddox goes to some remote 
part of the world where there are no 
newspapers and tries to survive on the 
boring, politically correct rubbish the 
BBC puts out 

She would soon give up listening to 
the dreary Play of the Week, Anything 
Goes and poor Edward Greenfield te¬ 
diously discussing obscure operas 
and even more obscure composers. 

Thank God we now have satellite 
TV, with CNN, NBC and the excellent 
EuroNews. I suggest that it is time to 
dose down this obsolete descendant of 
Forces’ Favourites. 

I remain, yours sincerely, 

JOHN DAYTON. 

Jandin del Sol, 136. 

38350 Tenerife, Canary Islands. 
December 17. ——- 


Dispute over ‘safe’ drinking limits 


From Mr Andrew Barr 

Sir. You were quite right in your edi¬ 
torial (“Cheers, Mr DorreUr. Decem¬ 
ber 13; see also letters. December 14, 
18) to draw attention to the arbitrary 
nature of “safe" drinking limits. In the 
early 1980s British doctors were re¬ 
commending that men drink a maxi¬ 
mum of 56 units a week. 

This was lowered to 21 hy a working 
party in 1987.1 was later informed by 
one member of this group that the 
new figure had simply been “pulled 
out of die air". 

I wonder, however, whether you 
were right to suggest that the limit 
was set artificially low in an attempt to 
exaggerate the number of problem 
drinkers and thus extract more money 
from the Government “to combat this 
‘abuse’”. People do not usually tell 
market researchers the truth about 
their alcohol consumption. Offidal 
drinking statistics, which are based 
on market research, tend only to ac¬ 
count for 60 per cent of the alcohol 
that Customs and Excise knows has 
been sold. At whatever level the safe 
limit is set, the number of people 
believed officially to drink more than 
they should will always be too low. 

The limits were set at 21 units for 
men and 14 for women in 1987 because 
doctors were convinced of a hypoth¬ 
esis called the “Ledermann theory", 
according to which the amount of 
harm caused by alcohol in any one 
country or society is directly related to 
the average consumption of that com¬ 
munity. From this it follows that if you 
can reduce the amount that most 
people drink by persuading them to 
keep below a notional “safe limit”, the 
scale of alcohol-related problems will 
also be reduced. 

Although the Ledermann theory 
has never been proved, its adoption tty 
the medical establishment explains 
not only the promulgation in Britain 
of ludicrously kjw "sensible drinking" 


London treaties 

From Mr K. C. E. Ellison Davis 

Sir, As some of your correspondents 
(December 14) point out there is not a 
single treaty of London. Leaving aside 
those of 1827 (Greek independence). 
1852 (Schleswig-Holstein question), 
and 1867 (neutralisation of Luxem¬ 
bourg), most of which are now merely 
dates in history books, Britain's ratifi¬ 
cation of the Treaty of London of 1839. 
with its explicit guarantee of Belgian 
neutrality mentioned by Mr R. Bow¬ 
en-Williams. ultimately led to the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdom's involvement in the 
First World War. 

Britain could have ignored its obli- 


Penny foolish 

From Mr Robert M. Brodtman 

Sir, I am most grateful to Mr Barney 
Alterman (letter, December for 
paying his tax amounting to 8 p. as 
this apparently enabled Mr R. R 
Martin. Principal Finance Officer of 
Inland Revenue, to send a repayment 
cheque of 8 p in respect of income tax 
which the Inland Revenue calculated 
was due to my late wife. 

Yours sincerely, 

ROBERT BRODTMAN, 

The Cottage, 

Chapel Green, 

Long Melfont Sudbury, Suffolk. 
December 13. 


levels but also the obsession of the 
World Health Organisation with the 
idea that less necessarily means bet¬ 
ter. 

Yours sincerely, 

ANDREW BARR, 

51 Donaldson Road. NW 6 . 

From MrR. H.Keys 

Sir, Although drink-driving is an evil. 
Mr Graham Buxton, of the Campaign 
Against Drinking and Driving (letter, 
December 18), must not be allowed to 
misuse statistics so crassly without 
challenge. The fact that 14 per cent of 
drivers breath-tested by the police are 
over the legal alcohol Omit is no war¬ 
rant for his statement that "perhaps 14 
out of every 100 drivers on our roads 
at any one time could be over the 
limit". 

The police are supposed only to 
breath-test people when they are driv¬ 
ing badly, or when they have other 
cause to believe that the driver is at 
fault. Breath-testing of drivers at 
830am on a busy commuter road on a 
weekday morning would be extremely 
unlikely to reveal anybody over the 
limiL Mr Buxton’s exaggeration is ty¬ 
pical of the hysteria that in Britain 
surrounds the subject of drinking. 

Yours sincerely. 

R. H. KEYS. 

11 Finchley Avenue, 

Chelmsford, Essex. 

December 19. 

From Mr Jad Adams 

Sir, My partner has shown years of 
self-restraint in not having that third 
glass of wine. Now she intends to 
make up for it by drinking all the ones 
she missed. 

Yours sincerely, 

JAD ADAMS. 

2 Kings Garth, 

29 London Road, SE23. 


gations under the treaty and have 
stood aside, but then, as Sir Edward 
Grey, the Foreign Secretary, said in 
the House of Commons on August 3, 
1914, “we should ... sacrifice our res¬ 
pect and good name and reputation 
before the world" 

War, not neutrality, was declared 
tiie following day: the rest is history. 
Stirring stuff, which rather puts in the 
shade the 1972 treaty on the Preven¬ 
tion of Marine Pollution by Dumping. 

Yours faithfully, 

KENNETH ELLISON DAVIS. 
Brahms Straat 2 
1077 HG Amsterdam. 

The Netherlands. 

December 14. 


From Mr Jack Sewell 

Sir, Unlike Mr Barney Alterman, who 
has had to pay 8 p to the Inland Reve¬ 
nue, my wife, having recently cashed 
In about £2,000 worth of National 
Savings, has now received a cheque 
for 2 Qp more. 

In a full and detailed letter, the 
Head of Operations explains that 
ministers had decided to compensate 
savers for an error in the published 
RPI figure of-0.01 per cent, no matter 
how small the amount or the cost of 
sending it out 

Yours faithfully, 

JACK SEWELL 
6 St Nicholas Court, 

Childe Okeford, Dorset, 


Funeral fashion 
past and present 

From the Reverend Dr Peter Jupp, 
Director. National Funerals College 

Sir. The Duke of Westminster’s 1889 
letter on “Overcrowded cemeteries" 
(On This Day, December 9] is of both 
historical and contemporary signifi¬ 
cance. 

The Duke’s advocacy of "earth to 
earth” (ie. coffinless) burial was not 
new. It had been vigorously canvas¬ 
sed from 1873 by the surgeon Francis 
Seymour Haderu Queen Victoria's 
surgeon. Sir Henry Thompson, form¬ 
ed tiie Cremation Society in 1874 and 
cremation was legalised ten years 
later. 

The Duke selected the examples of 
Brampton cemetery (opened 1840) and 
Tower Hamlets (1841) which, despite 
being at the extreme ends of the soda! 
scale, both suffered from overcrowd¬ 
ing and financial difficulties, to argue 
for burial reform. But he was not 
wholly disinterested. His letter 
praised “natural cremation”, or de¬ 
composition, but he was already a 
convert to technological cremation. 
He had previously contributed to 
Woking Crematorium and. in May 
1890, was to become President of the 
Manchester Crematorium Company, 
which opened England's second cre¬ 
matorium in 1892 

His theological position supported 
his cause. The belief he expresses in 
his letter that “man is not a body en¬ 
dowed with an immortal soul, but 
rather a spiritual being who has a 
body and who can never die” fits cre¬ 
mation practice like a glove. Burial 
practice had traditionally fitted the 
doctrine of bodily resurrection. 

Several of the changes the Duke cal¬ 
led for came about in time. Mourning 
fashion had begun to moderate earlier 
in the decade according ro the declin¬ 
ing sales figures for Courtaulds’ 
crepe, and declined further during the 
First World War. Increasing use of 
cremation after the Second World 
War cut funeral expenses for many. 
As for land-use, the Audit Commis¬ 
sion estimated in 1989 that cremation 
saves 200 acres each year. Cemeteries 
cover more than 16.000 acres of Eng¬ 
land and Wales. 

The Duke’s letter is of particular in¬ 
terest now. as our funeral industries 
and services are experiencing enor¬ 
mous change. This year. Which'!, the 
Office of Fair Trading and the Mono¬ 
polies and Mergers Commission have 
all investigated funeral costs. Bereave¬ 
ment-support and funeral-reform 
groups have drawn attention to 
people’s needs at funeral times and to 
the importance of greater price and 
ownership transparency among fu¬ 
neral-directing firms. 

Most topically. 30 per cent of people 
still prefer burial but local authorities 
are running short of burial land. 
Within three years five London bor¬ 
oughs will have no space for new 
graves. 

To attempt a solution the Institute of 
Burial and Cremation Administration 
has just published its survey of public 
attitudes. Reusing Old Graves, a poli¬ 
cy to which nearly three fifths of res¬ 
pondents gave support. The challenge 
of 1889 may yet be met. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER JUPP, Director, 

The National Funerals College, 
Braddan House. 

High Street Duddington. 

Stamford. Lincolnshire. 

December 11. 


Sport on TV 

From Mr Gareth Boote 

Sir. Mr Ralph Glazer (letter. Decem¬ 
ber 18 ) wonders whether the races will 
be stopped for commerriaJ breaks 
when ITV takes over the broadcasting 
of Formula One. Has he not noticed 
the saturation'of sponsors’ advertise¬ 
ments on the cars, the drivers and the 
track? 

Formula One is the commercial 
break. 

Yours faithfully, 

GARETH BOOTE, 

13 Batheaston Grove, 

Leigh. Lancashire. 

December 18. 


Pennywise 

From Mr Peter Wells 

Sir, The birth of the euro in 1999 (re¬ 
port, December 18) will, as your col¬ 
umns have suggested, bring atten¬ 
dant semantic problems. 

Some countries, for various rea¬ 
sons, will fail to meet the criteria and 
consequently be unable to euronate. 
They will be diagnosed, one pre¬ 
sumes, as suffering from NSE, or 
non-specific eurothrhis. a disabling 
complaint, but not irreversible. 

What concerns me more is the 
threat to the British use of philology to 
disguise the fact that they are not ex¬ 
empt from die need to exercise their 
bodily functions. “Spending a penny", 
for example, has a impeccable record 
for saving English-speakers from em¬ 
barrassment. 

It should be abundantly clear to the 
European Commissioners that "spen¬ 
ding a euro” cannot possibly serve 
this end, since the word resembles too 
closely the very function it is intended 
to conceal. 

On this ground alone I feel we 
should be fully justified in exercising 
our right to secede from the contem¬ 
plated union. 

Yours faithfully. 

P.P.L WELLS. 

15 Sunnyside Road. Worcester. 
December 19. 
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December- 19: The Rl Hon 
John Major MP (Prime Minis¬ 
ter and First Lord of the 
Treasury) had an audience of 
The Queen this evening. 

The Hon Mary Morrison 
has succeeded the Lady Susan 
Hussey as Lady in Waiting to 
Her Majesty. 

ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December 19: The Prince of 
Wales this morning held a 
meeting at Highgrove House 
with the Mayor of Tetbury 
and others to discuss the 
development of the old rail¬ 
way goods yard in Tetbury, 

Gloucestershire, 

His RoyaJ Highness this 
afternoon visited Gloucester 
Central and Barton Street 
Police Stations to meet Police 
Officers and representatives of 
the local community. 

The Prince oF Wales later 
visited the Police Convalescent 
Home, Flint House, Goring- 
on-Thames. Oxfordshire. 

His Royal Highness, Presi¬ 
dent, the Bach Choir, this 
evening attended a Recital at 
St James's Palace. 

YORK HOUSE 
December 19: The Duchess of 
Kent this evening attended the 
Annual Christmas Celebra¬ 
tion. Westminster Cathedral, 
Francis Street London SW1. 
THATCHED HOUSE 
LODGE 

December 19: Princess Alex¬ 
andra. President accompa¬ 
nied by the Hon Sir Angus 
Ogilvy, this evening attended 
a Concert of Christmas Carols 
and Readings in aid of the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund in Glasgow Cathedral 
and was received by Her 
Majestyls Lord-Lieutenant of 
the City of Glasgow (Mr 
Tommy Dingwall, the Right 
Hon the Lord Provost). 
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A View of the Gardens of Chiswick House by Rysbrack was commissioned by Lord Burlington for whom the house was built 


Painting returns to its old home after 250 years 


By John Shaw 


A “LOST* 18th-century painting of the gardens at 
Chiswick House, Hounslow, has been reunited 
with the view it depicts after an absence of more 
than 250 years. 

The painting’s whereabouts had been unknown 
since it was sold at auction in 1952. It went into an 
anonymous private collection, but reappeared in the 
sale room again at Christie’s in London last month. 

The study was bought by Richard Green.-die 
London dealer, for just over £50.000 which he 
considered a bargain for such a significant picture. 
Mr Green then offered it for die same price to 
English Heritage which looks after Chiswick 
House. It was able to buy A View of the Gardens at 
Chiswick, by Pieter Andreas Rysbrack (1690-1748), 
with the help of grants from the National Heritage 


Memorial Fund, the National Art Collections Fund, 
the London Historic House Museums Trust, and 
the Friends of Chiswick House. 

The painting went cm public display yesterday, 
and fulfilled the ambition of Julius Bryant, director 
of collections for English Heritage, who had long 
been searching for the picture to restore it to 
Chiswick. 

He said: “I am delighted to see it back at the house 
just yards away from the spot where the artist must 
have stood to sketch it It is one of a set of eight views 
of the garden which Rysbrack was commissioned to 
paint by Lord Burlington for whom Chiswick was 
built between 1727 and 1729." 

Two others turned up in the 1980s, and they were 
restored to die house together with a third painting 
by George Lambert, the first English Landscape 
artist The three hang around the walls of die 


octagonal saloon in the centre of the house. “But 
until today, we had a gap." he said. “Now the 
panorama is complete. One can stand in the middle 
of the room and enjoy die 18th-century vista in all 
four directions." 

Chiswick is an architectural gem. The house and 
its striking landscape were the combined vision of 
Lord Burlington and William Kent the famous 
English architect The house was the first of a 
number of celebrated collaborations between the 
two men. arguably the greatest patron and the 
greatest designer of their day. 

Chiswick set a standard and began a fashion for 
neo-Palladian architecture In England. The picture 
shows an early stage in the design of the gardens 
and comes from one of two sets of eight 
commissioned by Lord Burlington soon after their 
completion. 


Forthcoming 


marriages 


Mr L Chapman 

and Miss KJ. Hams _ 

The engagement is announced 
between Lawrence, younger son oi 
Mr and Mrs Timothy Chapman, 
of Carmarthen, and Kale, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Hugh Hams, ot 

Seyenoaks, Kent 

Major WJLH. Cobham 
asd Miss JA. Lowe 
The engagement * 
between MIL son of the^iate R.H. 
Cobham and of Mrs R -H. 
Cobham, of Uley. Gtouresiershire, 

and Judy, only daughter of the late 

AJL Lowe ana of Mrs A-R- Lowe, 
of Great Barr. .Birmingham. 


MrXDonar 
and Miss HX. Owen - 
The engagement is announced 
between Jasper, son of Annabel 
and John Donat, and Hamel 
daughter of Mervyn Owen. 

Mr RJ.H. Edwards 

and MUe C. Waplcx - 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard Julian Henshaw. 
son of Mr and Mrs Graham H. 
Edwards, of Southwell, Not¬ 
tinghamshire, and Claire, daugh¬ 
ter of the late M le Docteur and 
Mine Claude Wapter. of Paris- 


MrW.G.W. Lomm - 
and Miss R- Rajah 
The engagement is announced 
between William, second sen of 
Mr and Mrs R- : lotam, of 
Brighdingsea, Essex, and Rebana, 
youngest daughter of the late Mr 
AA Rajah and of Mrs LRRsjah, 
of London and Lahore. 

Mr AM-Norris . - ; ! 

and Miss D.M. Ewer _ • • • 

The engagement is armaibced 
between Andrew, younger 1 sen d 
Dr and Mrs * Robin Norris, of '. 
-Ringmer, East. Sussex, and 
Dianne, younger dao^tter of Mr 
and Mis Frank Ennor.of Napier,. 
New-Zealand. • t. 

Dr AW. Thomas ' - ; 

and Dr SLMJBcfl....\ . 
The ' engagement is announced 
between Alun, son of Mr and Mrs 
Gethryn Thomas, of Aberdare. 
Mid Glamorgan, arid Susan, 
eldest daughter of Colonel and 
Mrs Raymond Bdl/ of ftwant, 
Wiltshire. by..-:.’ 


Marriages 


Mr BAH. Figgis 
and Miss J.K. little 


The engagement is announced 
between Benedict, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Anthony Figgis, of 
Barnes, London, and Joanna, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
David Little, of Rood Ashton, 
Wiltshire 


Today’s royal 
engagements 


The Prince of Wales as Presi¬ 
dent of Business in the Com¬ 
munity. will visit the 
Gatehouse Centre, Hartdive 
Road, Hartcliffe Estate, Bris¬ 
tol, at 1170; will visit The Soil 
Association. 86 Colston Street, 
at IZ55; and will visit Rexam 
Medical Packaging at Winter¬ 
bourne Road, Stoke Gifford, at 
2.15. 


Evangeline Bruce 


A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Evangeline Bruce will be 
held in the Grosvenor Chape], 
South Audley Street, London W1 at 
noon on Wednesday, December 
20 . 


Birthdays today 


Mr Bill Abbott, former Governor. 
Pentonville prison. 54: Miss Jenny 
Agutler. actress. 4& Mr Michael 
Beaumont. Seigneur of Sark. 68; 
Lord Brabazon of Tara. 49; Mr 
Simon Charming, former chair¬ 
man. London Philharmonic. 35; 
Sir George Coldstream. QC. 88; 
Mr Malcolm Cooper, marksman. 
4& Mr Peter CundeH, racehorse 
trainer. 47: Mr Charles Denton, 
television and film producer. 58: 
Mr D.F. Gardner, chairman. 
Brixton Estate. 52; the Earl of 
Harrowby. 73; Mrs Ros Hepple- 
white. former chief executive. 
Child Support Agency. 43; Lord 
Howe of Aberavon, QC 69: Mr 
Justice Ughtman. 56; Baroness 
Thomas of WaUiswood. 60: Miss 
Rachel Trickett, former Principal, 
St Hugh's College, Oxford, 72; Mr 
Karl Wend linger, racing driver, 
27; Mr John Whitney, former 
director-general. IBA 65: Mr John 
Wilkins, Editor. The Tablet, 
59. 


Luncheon 


HM Government 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind, QC Sec¬ 
retary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, was die 
host yesterday at a luncheon given 
by Her Majesty* Government at 1 
Carlton Gardens in honour of Mr 
Erik Derydce. Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. 


University news 

IivtrpooJ 

An honorary degree of Doctor of 
Science. Liverpool University, has 
been conferred upon Professor Ben 
Mottelson. winner of the Nobel 
prize for Hiysks in 1975. 


Appointment 


Mr William Fullerton has been 
appointed Ambassador to Morocco 
from Apn'L He succeeds Sir Allan 
Ramsay who is miring. 


Church news 


Appointments 

The Rev Jenny Lister, Assistant 
Curate. Lichfield St Michael: to be 
Priest-in-diarge. Yoxall (Lichfield). 
The Rev David Long. Vicar. St 
James, Westbrook; to be Vicar. St 
Mary, Ince-in-Makerfield 
(Liverpool). 

The Rev Canon Mkhad McAdam: 
to be Rural Dean or Oundle 
(Peterborough]. 

Hie Rev UDa Mon berg. Area 
Director of Ordinands and Dean 
of Women's Ministry for London 
and Kensington Areas: to be also 
Associate Vicar, St John, Hyde 
Park (London). 

The Rev Christopher Moss. Cu¬ 
rate, Malvern, Holy Trinity and Sf 
James: to be Vfcar, Longdan, 
Castiemorton, Bushley, Queenhill 
w Holdfast (Worcester). 

The Rev Norman Price, Minor 
Canon and Precentor of Bury St 
Edmunds Cathedral (St 
Edmunds bury and Ipswich): to 


be Vicar. Parr (Truro). 
The Rev Alastair Ross, Vicar, 
Halifax: now also Rural Dean of 
Halifax (Wakefield). 

The Rev Patrick Sales. Vicar, 
Heme: to be Priest-in-charge. 
Heath (Canterbury). 

The Rev Christine Shillaker. Assis¬ 
tant in the parish of Colchester, 
New Town and The Hythe to be 
Priest-in-diorge. Ramsey w Little 
Oakley (Chdsmfortf). 

The Rev John Stride, Assistant 
Curate, Ashstead (Guildford); to be 
Vicar. Lodge Moor, Sheffield 
(Sheffield). . 

The Rev Dr Angus Stuart. Assis¬ 
tant Curate. St Mary the Virgin. 
Twickenham (London); to be Se¬ 
nior Anglican Chaplain. Univer¬ 
sity of Bristol and Honorary 
Curate, St Paul. Clifton (Bristol). 
The Rev Jill Waters, Assistant 
Curate. Draycott le Moors and 
Forsbrook: to be Priest-in-charge. 
Mow Cop (Lichfield). 


Dinners 


Turners’ Company 
The Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs 
were the guests of honour at a 
dinner given by the Master and 
Wardens of the Turners' Company 
last night at Apothecaries' HalL 
Eur Ing G.M. Sloan. Master, pre¬ 
sided and presented the Lord Mayor 
with a turned blackwood box. The 
Lord Mayor, Mr J.N. Ciditira, 
Upper Warden, and Captain John 
Gray. Master of the Master Mari¬ 
ners' Company, also spoke. 

A guard of honour was found by 
the 78 Engineer Regiment REME 
(Volunteers), who were presented 
with the Turners’ shield. 

Tbe Old Portnradrian Club 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard 
Johns, KCB. CBE. L.VO. RAF (OP), 
and the Headmaster of the Ports¬ 
mouth Grammar School. Mr 
A.C.V. Evans, were guests of 
honour at the Annual Dinner held 
last Saruiday at the schooL Mr Ian 
Smart presided. 160 members and 
guests attended. 


Captain M.E. Lapping - - . - 
and Miss J:M. Jarvis 
The engagement is ann ounce d 
between Captain Mark Lapping, 
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards, 
son of Mr and Mrs Peter Lapping, 
of Sherborne. Dorset, and Jessica, 
middle daughter of the late Dts . 
Edward and Sandra Jarvis.' of 
Horsley. Northumberland. - - 

Mr BJ.C. Moore 
and Miss H-M-L. French 
The engagement is announced 
between Benjamin John 
Christopher, son of Dr and Mrs 
John Moore, of Nortftwaod. 
Middlesex, and Helen Mary Luise, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Richard French, of Limps field. 
Surrey. 

Mr CLLT. Whife-Tbomson 
and Miss U. Croft 
The engagement is announced 
between Charles, son of Mr and 
Mrs Christopher White-Thorrison. 
of Baggaretts, White Colne. Essex, 
and Louisa, youngest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs James Croft, of 
N inhams Wood. Farnborough. 
Kent. 


Mr F.DS. Chapman 
and Lady Sarah Fortescne 
A service of blessing was held 
yesterday at Chelsea Old Church 
after the marriage of Mr Francis 
Chapman, eldest son of Mr.and 
Mrs Michael Chapman, of Stoke- 
by-Nayland.. Suffolk, to Lady Sa¬ 
rah Fortescue. daughter of the’late 
Earl Fortescue and of Mrs Joodyn 
Hambro. of Oddington, Gloucester¬ 
shire. Canon Peter EJvy officiated. 

A reception was.-held ; .ar -30 . 
Pavilion Road. ' 

Mr J. C. WiBrins 
and Miss L Brass? 

The marriage took place yesterday 
at St Inkers.. -Chelsea. ..of . Mr 
Jeremy W ilkins , son of Mr and 
Mrs Denis Wfikins. of Maidstone, 
Kent to Miss Louise Brassy, 
daughter of the Hon Thomas and 
Mrs Brassey, of Duraote. North¬ 
amptonshire. The Rev Derek Wat¬ 
son officiated. 

The bride was given in marriage 
by her father. Mr Colin- Day was. 
best man.. 

A reception was held at the 
Lanesborough Hold and the 
honeymoon wifi be spent abroad. 
Mr D. Zecevic . 
and Miss N J. Richardson - 
The marriage between Mr Daniio' 
Zecevic. youngest sot of Mr and 
Mrs Ifija Zecevic, of Belgrade. 
Yugoslavia, and Miss Nicola 
Jayne Richardson, daughter of the 
late Mr Barry John Richardson 
and of Mrs June Richardson, of 
Seer Green. Buckinghamshire, 
will take place today, at the Ritz 
Hotel; in London. . 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Thomas Graham, chem¬ 
ist, Glasgow, 1806; Sir Robert 
Menzies, Prime Minister of 
Australia T939-41 and T949-66. 
Jeparit. Victoria. 1894: Georgei 
Duke of Kent, Sandringham 
House. Norfolk. 1902. 

DEATHS: James Hilton, novelist 
Long Beach. California, 1954; John 
Steinbeck, novelist Nobel laureate 
1962. New York. 1968: Bobby 
Darin, singer, songwriter and 
actor, Hailwood, 1973; Artur 
Rubinstein, pianist Geneva. 1982. 
The first General Assembly of the 
Church of Send and, 1560. 

Louis Napoleon Bonaparte was 
proclaimed President of France. 
1848. 


Latest wills 


Brigadier Raymond Ladais Sand- 
over, of. Richmond. Surrey, for¬ 
merly of Sanderstead. retired 
company director, chairman of the 
Fairbridge Society, and who com- 
manded the 6th Australian Bri¬ 
gade 1943-45. left estate valued at 
£215^05 net • 

Mr William Kenton Wrigley, of 
Kinver, Staffordshire, left estate 
valued at £835,728 net 
He left .£4,500, effects and a life 
Interest In rus home to personal 
legatees, and rhe residue to rormihe 
Ken Wrlgley Memorial Charley for 
the benefit of the people of Kinver. 

Mr Jonathan Ronald. Raise, of. 
Bishop Auckland, Co Durham, Jdt 
estate valued at £733.472 net He 
died intestate. 


BMDS: 0171 782 7272 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE: 0171 481 9313 
FAX:017I 481 9313 


Many waters cannot quench 
love, no Hood can weep It 
away; if a ro o cne were id 
after far hive afl the wealth 
In Us boose, ft wnfd be 
tangled to acorn. 

Sons of Sotamon 8:7 (RES) 


BIRTHS 


BOOM - On December 14m 
1996. to Joanna and Jidtan. 
a mb, Paalrldh Scott 
Wheatley, a brother for 


CAMPBELL - On 19th 
Deownber 1996. at Stttttng 
Royal Infirmary, to Rotee 
and Alaatalr. a son. 


CUNVHMQHAM - On 
December 16th 1996. to 
Joanna fade Sbeehy) and 
Hadyn. a daughter. Oftvta 
Aim Matte. 

DAVES - On Decenbe lSh. 
to Nicky Code Evans) and 
Nick, a daughter. Emilia 
Clare, a mckm gtfll from 
God. ^ 

DMOIJEY - On !6lb December 
at Wycombe General 
HonttaL to JacqnattM Cafe 
WaDa) and Rupert, a eon. 
Oliver tan Kenneth. 

HBMtOTT - To Lynne and 
Auttwny on Bth December, a 
soib. Dominic Junes, a 


HOOGEWERF - On December 
9m. to Jon and Ban. a son. 


brother tor Jo hnn ie. 

ILLINGWORTH - On 16th 
December 1996 at 
Un i vers i t y Cot ta g e HoaoOaL 
London, to ra ei Sett and 
Stmt mi miugwoith. a eon. 
Oscar Hugh. 

MEKDOZA/CHAMER - on 
17th December 1996. to 
Mllae and Lynne, a son. 


OBUM - On December URh 
1996 at weUngka H uoRitf . 
to Veronica and Eric, a atm. 


REDICAN - On December 
lBth. to JDt paAs CuBay) and 
Michael, a son, Thomas 


RUSSELL - On 16U> 
December, to Mandy 
(Warnford-DavM and Dick 


May AUoe. a stater for FeUx. 
SPRECKLEY - On Dscsmbn- 
lath 1996. to Anna (nte 
Ecroyd) and James, a 


STOKES-RHYS - On 
December 15th 1996. to 
Philippa (nte Tayler) and 
Rhodrl. a daughter. 
A m atmn ahcs. 

VmmajSY - On December 
17th 1995. to JUMto and 
Jottn. a son. has 


DEATHS 


BENJAMIN - On lBth 
Dec em ber, after a tong ntt i ese 
at The French Conval escent 
Home and at a time or Ms 
own choosing. Joe aged 74. 
remendiered with atteetkm 
and l iu m ua r By «t 

trtands. Private crananon. A 
cdtereBon or bis Bfi> wm be 
twdd tn the now year. No 
flow era bat donations. If 
desired. to French 
Convalescent Home, De 
Cowed Read. Brighton. 


DEATHS 


BISHOP - caeeUe MaxweR. 
peacefully to hospital on 
18th December 1996. Late Of 


BOND - Richard (Dick) 
M.B.E.. formerly of the 
Coldstream Guards, 
suddenly ai his home on 
Sunday 17th December 1996 
aged 76 years. Beloved 
husband of the late Doris, a 
much loved father, 
grandfather and great¬ 
grandfather. The funeral 
service will be held on 
Wednesday 27th D eas n l i ar 
at St Michael at tbe 
NorthgMe Church. Oxford, 
at l pm followed by 
cremation at Oxford 
Crematorium at 9 pm. 
FamUy flowers only. If 
dsatred donaOane to BriOsh 
Heart FqHHcp c/a A.W. 
Bruce. 29 Rogers Street. 
Swnmtrtown. Oxford. 


BROCKLESS - On 18tb 
December 1996. Brian. 
Musician, dearly lovad 
ho sh o n d of Jenny, father m 
Adrian and Jil n. Fumral 
Service at a Bartholotaew 
toe Great London, on Friday 
9Snd Dscambar at lOJK) am. 
All enquiries to Robert 
AyBng Funeral Services. teL- 
4014831 067333. 


BRODHICK - Elisabeth 
Venetta Marian of 
Ctaatawarth Court. 

Pesabroke Road, ws and 
Silver Lane. Pad worth 
Common. Berfestiku. Ftowrel 


St Mark's Church. 
Engl aft eld. Reading on 

Saturday raauary ted 1996 
Ot 12 noon. 


CRASTHI - Barbara c v elyn 
of CMppa i o Caanfes. On. 
Daughter of the late Sir 
Edamml and Lady Otdr. 

On 18S> December. Funeral 
Servi ce on 28th nwwatr , 
11 an at Chelfenbam 
No Bowers, 


DAWSON - Alexander 
MfchaaL FJLCjOXL. toed m 
Fremlngton Manor. 
Bametaple. on 14th 
Dece mb er 1996 aged 76. 
HWbaad of the late Henrietta 
and loving rather of 
Alexander and brother of 
David. Funeral at Martin 
Memorial Church 

Stornoway. Ha or Lewis, at 
llJD am an Thnmday Rut 
December, noware to 
McCree Uodertakar. 
Stornoway. Memorial 
Service to be announced 
later to be held to North 


DICK - On Dectmba- 17m 
1996. Marjorie Browning, 
daughter of the tale WUHam 
and the late Theodora 
Browning Dick of London. 
Funeral Service 

BaroemoaBi Crematorium 
Thursday. December 28th at 
1.16 pm. enquiries to 
Preston A Redman. 
Solicitors, Hinton House. 
Htaton Road. Bournemouth 
(01202 292424). CW 

flowers, or U preferred 
donatio ns for Bamardee. 
may be sent to Derte-Qc ot t, 
Portman Lodge Funeral 
Home. 756 Christchurch 
Rood. Bmmdh. BH7 6AN. 


DEATHS 


DOW 


- Dorothy May. 
ron Decnnbor 18to 
in Leamtngtan Spa. aged 86. 
widow of tha late Judge 
Ronald Dow. Loved by bar 
family: Graham rod MOBy: 
Andrew and Miriam, 


Mark. s«wvm«a: Jennie and 
Caroline. Funeral 22nd 
December. Enquiries to 
family or V/D Ratobooe. tab 
(01920 426331. 


DUN - Elizabeth, died in 
Charing cross Hospital 
London. 18th December 
1996 after a short mnese. 
Dearly loved stator of Mavis. 
Cremation at Mortlake. 
Wednesday 3rd January 
1996 12.30 pm. All 

welcome. Stotfe flowers only 
please or donaUans to Bra. 
Enquiries to CheHra Funeral 
Directors. (0171) 302-0008. 


FOULS HAM - On 17th 
December 1996. 

Gwendoline. youngest 
daughter of Hester and Amy 
Foutabam. sister of Daisy 
De nnlf onL Funeral Reading 
Crematorium Wednesday 
27m December 11-30 am. 
FamUy flowers only, but If 
wished donations to Multiple 
Sclerosis Society for 
Research. 26 E£Re Road. 
London SW6 1EE. 


FOWLEY - Patrick James or 
Uckfletd and formerly of 
Brighton and Somerset. 
Funeral Service at St PhUtp 
Nari R.C Church. Ucfcflekl 
on 2nd January 1996 at 
2.30puL. fallowed by 
Intarment at Panl 
Chttochyard CornwaO <a 3rd 
January. Family flowers 
only but donations, if 
desired, to St Peter A St 
James Hospice, c/n Cooper A 
Bop. II New Town. Uckflekl 
fck (0182Q 763753. 


FREESTONE Basil 

peacefuUy to Castle Hill 
Hospital on 16th DeteiuLa 1 
aged 86 year*. Beloved 
husband of Edith, much 
laved factor of Sunn. DavM 
and Lucinda. Funeral 
Sendee at Mdl Crematorium 
on T hu rs day 21* December 
at 11.48 am. No Bowes by 
request but AnnaffciiB If so 
desired to Tbe Imperial 

Cancer It es u ireh Fund C/o 
R. Copan A Sana Funeral 
Directors. Station Road, 
North Ferrlby. East 
Yorkshire HU14 3DJ. 


flOMSG - Lady Jnd&h Ratal 
Walton, at borne on 
December 16th 199&aftara 
courageous fight against 
Illness. Beloved wife of 
wnHazn. devoted and greatly 
knnd mother of Lucy and 
Ben Mori son and dearly 
lovad daughter of tha 
Reverend John Morris. 
Funeral private. Memorial 
Service win be hdd at St 
Bride's. Fleet Street, on 
Thursday January nth 
1996 at 12 noon. Donations 
may be sent to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care c/o T.H. 
Sender* ft San. 447 Upper 
Richmond Road West. 
London SW14 7RR 


DEATHS 


18 m D s cudm at home to 
Forfar, loving plater of 


a much loved aunt and 
aunL Funeral at St John's 
fr bnw l Church Foster a 
10.48 nm on Saturday 
December 23rd. Cma U on 


tnUeu of flowers to St John’s 
Church. 


HARRAP - Elizabeth GOea 
(Betty) of Llsvane. on 
Sunday December 17th at 
Unlveratty Homttal of Wedes. 


much loved a u nL great-anal 
and friend. Funeral service 
at St Deny* Church Ltavana. 
on Friday Docantar 22nd at 
2 pm aftarw m dsaf T l ws m id i 
Cremator Imu. Family 
flowers only, donat i ons If 
desired to N.8.P.C.C.. 9 
Brindley Rood. Carffiff CF1 
7TX. 


Yvonne May 
(nte Fenby). PncdM y at 
home In London, an 16th 
December. Desriy tarred wife 
of the late Rev. Arnold 
Helllcar. mother, 

grandmother and great- 
H^mnUMT T htnk i fts In 
God. Funeral Friday 
December 3 pm at a Maty 
Abbots Church. Ken e tno t nn 
W8. Funeral Directors 
Ballard, tel: (0171) 370- 
den. 


-- Jamah Gwyn. 

Peacefully in Chepstow 
Community Hospital. On 
1901 Decem ber 1996 aped 
83 yearn, amoved uns e at of 
the late Ctsrie end much 
loved father of Jackie. 
Funeral Service m Brecon 
Cathedral on Wednesday 
December 27th at 1 pm 
followed by cremation. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations if so desire d far 
Chepstow Community 
Hospital c/o Pete r Evans 


Brecon. Powys. (01874) 
(SOBdOB. 


JOW — TO N - Centum John 
RktmrdCm Johnston CjBlE. 
R.N. retired, on 16 th 
D ecem b er 1996 altar a moot 
courageous fight against 
c a ncer. Beloved hu sband of 
Audrey. Mtter of Vhrten and 

ft*n. fyandfMtKT of Jgtta. 


at St Laurence Church. 
Attpodcfle cm Friday 22nd 
December at 2.30 pm, 
followed by private 

cremation. Family flowers 
only ple a se, box domtttons if 
desired to Joseph Weld 
Hospice, c/o Oraaeby 
Funeral Swvice, 16 Princes 
Street. Dorchester DTI 
1TW. tab (01306) 268336. 


LAMHMHI - On Deaanbar 
17th peaoritfly at heme la 
Bexhlll<on4Sea. Sheela 
Lnngdon (nte (FHaUonn) 
aged 80 . MoOsr of Frusan 
and WllraoL pe wauo n at 
Eastbourne on Thursday 
Dscembsr 28th at 12.18 pm. 
Famlly flows ns only. 
Donations if desired to 
Britato-Neni Medkad Tttto. 
c/o Mummery Funeral 
Directors. 31 Devonshire 
Road. Bexhffloitte. 


DEATHS 


MaoKENZIE - Alexander 
Hugh, Squadron Leader 
(RHJ - aged 71 - peacefURy 
at home on December 16th 
after a long Ulnem 


husband of Freda and 
brother of wm. Funeral to be 
held on Thursday 28th 
December at 9.46 am al St 
Michael's Church. 
Mobwarth. With, followed 
by a private cremation. 
Family flowers only but 
donaflooe If dcsirad for RAF 
Benevolent Fund or Merle 
Cate Cancer Cara c/o AX. 
Baker & Bans. HS^iworih. 
WBN. SN6 7RR (TeL 0I79S- 
764064). 


MARTIN - On 17Tb December 
1996 Nancy aped 83 years. 
Dear wife of the tan Goff. 
Modi tawed mother to Ctafre 
and Tim. Dear gmdmoOier 
of Andrew. PbUlp. 


funceal eervlce takea place at 
the Parish Church of St 
Maiy. Bury Si E d m u n ds, on 
Friday 22nd December at 
1pm. Family flowers only 
tut If desired donations may 
be amt for ward <a Pitta— 
Bed Fund at The West 
Suffolk Hospital c/o L. 
rather. 80 waning sheet 
Bury a Edmnnita. Stoftaft 
1F33 rnx. 


MASTER MAN On 

December IStb Elizabeth 
®e«y) Joan. .Pearehmy at 
North H amp s hi re Hospital 
Batorotoka fodowlng a berni 
attack. Loved slater of 
Christopher and Kate and 
aunt of John. Funeral 
Service at 11.46 am Friday 
22nd December at St Matyta 
Church. Ornywed. fbBowed 
by trsnaOan al Aldendwt 
Cramatorlum. Family 
nowati only bid donoflens if 
desired to N4P.&C c/o 
A.W. Goddard. Kent Rood. 
FleaL ML- (012623 616431. 


NUITLEB - Doris Mary tote 
Mow) on 160 ) Deconber 
aged 84. Deuotad wife of the 

bde wauana Msyles, mother 
Of PMBp and Grandma or 
Santa and Helena. Funeral 
x id am on Friday 22nd 
« 6t Gertrude's 
Roman Catholic Church. 
Purley Road. Croydon. 
Family flowers Only, 
Enontrtoi and UrmeTlmii. u 
desired, to the Stroke 
Association, or the 
Partineonb Disease Society. 
c/o JJB. S hakespeare. 67 
Georee SiraeL Qreydon. Qfto 

1LD. Mr msuSSSwr 


MCtfOLL - David Shelley, on 
80i December 1998 aged 71. 
suddenly al home, much 
loved tether of Adrian and 
hraOMr of Dodo and Teddy. 
Wfll be sway mined by jm 
and Suzanne, and by an Ms 
family and (Mends. Funeral 
Service si Raddltch 
Cramatorlum on Friday 
22nd December 1996 at 
2pm. Flowers to Huxley 
Fmerai Sendee. Fedkenham 
Road. Aslwood Bank. 
Reddllcb. tel: (01627) 
893698- 


DEATHS 


ORMSSY - ivy May “dm" 
p avae d away at Ludshott 
Manor BramehotL Hants., on 
14th De ce mb er 1996. aged 
78 years. She wm be sadly 
mtasad by all who knew her 
In Fngtend end Ooern eay. 
Ov maU o a at 12 noon an 


Crematorium. Funeral 
Dlrecton Luflh or HaalBBere. 
Surrey. 


PARH - cm Deoemten- X8Q) 
1996 p e a cehdi y al a nunlng 
home near Wlncheeter. 
Whdfred Ansa Blanche (nte 
Rktaontsan) aged 80 years, 
wtte of Cecil, mother of Jean. 
James and Tom end 
grandmother of Robert. 
Mark, rocky. Alec. Michael. 
Sunn and Kane. Funeral 

Sendee at Compton Part* 
Churriu near Winchester, on 
Thursday December 28m al 
3.16 pm. Family flowers 
only. DonUtiro. IfdadraLfto 
The Alzheimers Disease 
SocMy c/o Jno. Stsel» Son. 
C he st! Homs. Winchester. 
5023 CHU. 


PEARSON - On December 
160) 1996 peacsfBP y at St 
George’s Nursing Home. 
Cobham. Surrey. Mary 
CaroBne. deariy beloved wife 
of Andrew, loving mother of 
Christopher and the late 
De e i ron , fond grandmother 
of DennoL Sean. hte. Vehn. 
i«m rod C nr ron. Funeral 
Service at Ra n d a lls Park 
Otnuttoun. LealherheeuL 
on Friday January B*h si 
llJlO am. 


peacefully oa Friday lBth 
Decetobar 1996 tn Kbaanvoy 
Hospital. Derby, aged 94 
yearn, husband of HM tate 
Margaret Maihleson and 
much loved father and 
grandfather or bod John. 
Jennifer and children 


MKber of (he uitvenfly or 
London. Fu neral at Bretey 
Cremator hem on T hmsday 
Slot December al n am. 
Memorial Service to be 
nrrse i p sd In Etanbmgh. 


SANGSTER - Margaret 
Martha (Reggie), aged 84. on 

De Ltntm r 19th la Anw w 
Park Hospital. Wlrral. 
peacefully after a short 
mnese. TbwMStvIna Service 
4 St Kfldebanft’s Church. 
Hoy lake, on Friday 22nd 
December at 11 am. No 
flowers phut* by regne et 
noneacna If so deetred in 
Save toe Cbddnm Fund. 


STENH0U8K - On 19th 
December, pesceftffly at tbe 
Sussex Nuffield HoepiinL 
Truth. Deafly loved wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
atelier and a famra friend to 
many. Funeral Service on 
Thursday 28Dt December as 
2-30 pm weeMene Owb 
East S ussex, f allowed by 
bnoRurof in llie churchyertt. 
Flowers and engnlrfas to 
Cooper A Son Funeral 
Services. Lewes. Tel: 
(01273) 478067 or (01828) 
763763. 


DEATHS 


STEVENSON - On December 
18th 1996. Maty Molr aoed 
83 years of Chipping 
Campden. p ea c efull y after a 
short illness, dearly loved 
wife of Colin, mother of 
Martin. Hap and Mary and 
grandmother to RanL I Wan, 
laobel. Hannah. Rupert. 
Sarah and lan. Funeral 
Service at Chipping 


1.30 pm on Friday 22nd 
December. Family flower* 
only but danaUane m flea If 
desired for Ce mpde n Home 
Nursing Trial to Kate A 
Son. POxford. Campden. 
(BOS. GLB6 6XD. 

TWYMAM - George Irvine 
Finch aged 7B yean, ear a 
bravely fought battle on 
December 17th. greatly 
loved husband of Juno and 
the late Susan Beresford- 
Jones. modi loved father 
and gadtata r. He wfll be 
aadte rabaed by aB hi* teeaQy 


at Charing Crematorium, 
near Ashford. KenL on 
December 22nd al 4.40 pm. 
Fam&y noiMen only ptaase 
or do na flena to toe RNJLX 
(Weymouth) c/oHogben and 
Paras Ltd.. 37 Stem Street. 
Foverabam. t4El3 BPH. tat 
9179Q B30B19. 

WAUK1NSHAW - Margaret 
peacefully at home on 
D e c em b er ISto MOowtog a 
brave fluid epbal a long 
illness, beloved wife of 
James, loving mother of 


devoted grandmother of 
Duncan. Cremation nt 


Saturday 23rd Dec e m ber al 
lO am. Family only. 
Thereafter a Service of 
Thanksgiving will be btad al 
2 pm In St Join's “United 
Reformed" Church. 
North wood, to which all 
friend* ar* warmly United. 
No flowers pteeee. Donations 
to Tha imperial Cancer 
Hae adi Fund. 

WATKMSON - Ou Dscantesr 
19th. Harold Arthur, 
viscount Watklpsan of 
Woktog. PC CH-. aged 88. 
Funeral Service at Holy 
Trinity. Boshsm. 2.18 pm en 
Thuawtay December 28to Mr 
tkmUy rod Moods. Itollowad 
by private cremation. A 
Sendee of ThaokagMug In 
London to be annouaead 
taler. FbmBy Bowers onbr 


WEISS - Peter, on 13th 
December 1996 at heme, 
suddenly of a heart attack. 
Beloved father of David. 
Simon and Deborah and 
grandfather of Angela. 




Edgcwsre on Thursday 21st 
12 noon. No 



the Drapers Wing of St 
Christopher’s Hospice. 
Sydenham, on Decwnbar 
16th 1996. Elizabeth smart 
WcsL Cremation private. 
Thanksgiving at St 
Katharine's Church. 
Mentham. on Friday 12A 
January ad 2.15 pm. 


DEATHS 


WRMHTON 

December 19th. peaoefuny at 
Court Lodge Nursing Home 
Lymlnglon. Much loved 
mother of toe tate Robert and 
grandmother of Anthony 
and Lomse. Funeral Service 
on De c ember 27Bi as 3 .3 n s en 
al B ou rnem outh 

Dkanand * Son. Uk (01690) 
67206a 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


CAMERON - James Munro. 
8. A. Oxon. (Professor 
Emeritus. University of 
Toronto) ■ at Toronto. 
Canada, on Thursday. 
December l«to. 1998. James 
Munro Cameron, beloved 
bnsbrod of tbe late Vara. 
Dear father of Bridget of 
Canftama and the tale Bdartc. 
Loving grandfather of May 
Bridget. John James. 
Catherine, Tlyroas. Georgs. 


of Sheila Smith. Private 
cremation. A manorial mass 
win be held at St Basil's 
Church to Toronto on 
Saturday. January 6th. 
1996. at 10.30 am. 
Arr an gements e n tru s ted to 
Rosar-Morrlean Funeral 
Home. Toronto. 

LOUDON - Anne. A Mo n d ial 
Service wtH be btad at (he 


at tl am on Friday I6to 

JaroaSSraron^MMiM 


JNMEM0R1AM — 
PRIVATE 


CARPENTER - Mias V.E. 
Formerly of Dame Alice 
Owen's Girls' School. 
Islington. Remain be red 
particularly today and 
through the Christmas' 
period. B.VJF and MmOy. 
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GPA 
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T Turner A ad pop sham. 
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Obituaries 


Maiy LasceUes, FBA, literary 
critic teacher and poet, died on 
December 10 aged 95. She was 
born on February 7.1900. 

MOST of Mary LasceUes S profession¬ 
al career was spent in Oxford as 
English tutor at Somerville College. 
She was one of those dons who leave an 
indelible impression on their pupils. 

Mary Madge LasceUes was born on 
the Caribbean island of Grenada 
where her father. William Horace, a 
younger son of the 4th Earl of 
Harewood, had an estate on which he 
grew sugar, cocoa and limes. Although 
her parents returned to England when 
their first child was three. LasceUes 
was to keep with her all her life her 
West Indian memories of colour and 
light. 

After some instruction from govern¬ 
esses. she went at the age of 15 to 
Sherborne Girls’ School and then on in 
1919 to Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford 
She taught briefly at Royal Holloway 
College in London University and in 
1931 was appointed tutor in English at 
Somerville College, where she was 
made a feUow the following year. She 
remained a tutor for 30 years and 
served as Vice-Principal from 1947. 
only giving up that post in 1960 on 
becoming a university lecturer. Her 
promotion to a Readership in 1966, 
entailing the loss of both tutorial 
teaching and of her rooms in college, 
gave less pleasure than her election to 
the British Academy in I%1 She 
retired in 1967. 

A rigorous scholar. LasceUes's com¬ 
manding values were order, clarity 


MARY LASCELLES 


KONRAD ZUSE 



and precision — both in thought and 
language. Her abhorrence was jargon: 
the jargon of the professional literary 
critic most of aU. Jane Austen, whose 
an she depicted as a growth from 
critical discrimination to human in¬ 
sight. was her model. But the authors 
who held her love were the large, 
generous, humane figures of Shake¬ 
speare. Johnson and Scott 
A study of Shakespeare's Measure 
for Measure appeared in 1953. fol¬ 
lowed in 1971 by an edition of Johnson’s 
Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland. A collection of essays pub¬ 
lished in 1972 under the characteristic 
“Lascellian" title of Notions and Facts 
conrains her Walter Scon lectures. 


given in Edinburgh in 1960. Her last 
major work. The Story-teller Retrieves 
the Past (1980). is a study of the 
historical imagination in Scott. Steven¬ 
son and Kipling. 

But the book with which LasceUes 
made her name in 1939. Jane Austen 
and Her An. was her first publication 
and remains her best-known work. 
Written after R. W. Chapman’s pio¬ 
neering editions of Austen's novels and 
letters, it set a new standard in Austen 
criticism, applying Henry James's 
ideas on the art of the novel. Its 
appearance was greeted by an unprec¬ 
edented first leader and a lengthy 
review in the Times Literary Supple¬ 
ment-, more than 50 years' later the 
book still sells well. 

- A fascination with the figure and the 
art of the story-teller was lifelong. 
What always interested LasceUes was 
the writer's dependence cm a range of 
allusion shared with reader and soci¬ 
ety: what she feared was the loss of the 
community of shared reference. As a 
scholar, she knew herself to be "caught 
in the web of words”, and her writing 
was rich in allusion. But the poems she 
wrote in later life speak of unheard 
words, of words that “must perish in 
air", of disenchantment with words. 

The waste of words pained LasceUes 
and caused a corresponding terror in 
her pupils, only reinforced by the 
occasional arch insight that she grant¬ 
ed into her own “errors": of how. 
returning on the Paddington to Oxford 
train it had been reassuring to find a 
carriage marked "Reading", but how 
vexing it had been to discover it was 
not set aside for passengers wishing to 


JOHN BUSHELL 


John Bushefl. CMG. 
former British 
Ambassador to Vietnam 
and to Pakistan, died on 
December 14 aged 76. He 
was born on September 
27.1919. 

v JOHN BUSH ELL was part of 
i the support team behind the 
Wooden Horse Escape in the 
Second World War. He was 
1 among those who tirelessly 
' vaulted day after day over die 
improvised “horse” while 
!- three of their colleagues be- 
l nearh the apparatus grimly 
tunnelled their way out of 
StaJag Luft 111. 

Bushell himself, however, 
was under orders to stay put 
A German speaker, he was 
TOcruited by intelligence to 
gather what information he 
could both from the prison 
guards and from freshly cap¬ 
tured Allied prisoners, then to 
transmit it through coded 
letters home to his family. 

A bomber pilot he had been 
shot down in 1940 while on his 
first mission over Nazi 
Germany. He had not even 
been at the controls, but had 
been sitting beside a more 
senior colleague as they ran 


into heavy groundfire above 
Mannheim. The hapless 
young pilot officer was to 
spend the rest of the Second 
World War m prison camps, 
studying to help to pass the 
time, before eventually being 
repatriated by die Russians. 
He was held for several weeks 
by the Red Army and had to 
endure a gruelling forced 
march before eventually 
reaching Allied lines. 

John Christopher Wyndowe 
Bushell was born at Harrow- 
on-the-Hill. He was the son of 
a colonel in the Royal Engi¬ 
neers who spent much of his 
career in British India. It was 
from there that the young 
Bush returned to boarding 
school in Britain between the 
wars. 

He won an exhibition to 
Winchester, then another to 
Clare College. Cambridge, to 
read history. There he joined 
the University Air Squadron, 
with the result that he was 
called up by the RAF as soon 
as the war broke out — with 
only his freshman’s year at 
university behind him. 

On eventually being 
demobilised. Bushel! rejected 
the chance of returning to 










finish his degree. Instead he 
was accepted by the Diplomat¬ 
ic Service through what was 
known as the “country house" 
method — a series of tests and 
interviews spread over several 
days to establish whether one 
was made of the right stuff. 

He was posted first to 
Moscow at the start of the 


Cold War. then went to Rome 
and in 1953-54. by now a first 
secretary', was sent to the Nato 
Defence College based in Par¬ 
is. That seemed to determine 
the shape of his future career 
which henceforth had a mili¬ 
tary slant to it 
He was serving in Baghdad 
in the late 1950s as deputy 
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settle undisturbed with their books; or 
again of how. as an assistant lecturer 
at Royal Holloway College, she had 
once reached the end of a lecture oh 
Shakespeare only to realise that she 
had throughout consistently mis¬ 
named its tragic hero, and so conse¬ 
quently heard herself announcing to 
her students, by way of conclusion: 
“For Apollo read Othello." 

The mixture of awe and anxiety that 
she inspired remained undiminished 
even once it was intimated that a pupil 
might call her by her Christian name. 
Invitations to tea (at precisely half¬ 
past-four) in her north Oxford house 
were received with greater alarm than 
supervision sessions because they 
meant more opportunities for blunders 
— not only the fear of solecism but of 
spilling jam on the while tablecloth 
(and it always did spill), or drinking 
one's tea too quickly, or the awkward 
question coming just as the scone had 
been bitten into: “Do tell me. which do 
you say. relatives or relations?" 

Yet such memories do not tell it ail. 
LasceUes was a strong influence over 
many years on Somerville and a 
generous benefactor to the college and 
English Faculty libraries. Her severity 
as a teacher was matched by great 
kindnesses and a pride in the subse¬ 
quent fortunes of her pupils. In later 
years, as she struggled with increasing 
blindness and die fear of having 
outlived her usefulness, she saw with 
distaste the rise of a world of doctoral 
researchers and career academics. But 
never once did she withhold her 
support or encouragement. 

Mary LasceUes never married. 


secretary-general of the Cen¬ 
tral Treaty Organisation (for¬ 
merly known as the Baghdad 
Pact), when the pro-WesTem 
Iraqi Government was over¬ 
thrown and the young King 
Faisal was murdered. But 
Bushell was fortunately on 
leave in this country at the 
time. 

He was less fortunate, how¬ 
ever, after his transfer to 
Turkey in the same post. 
Wftrledriving home in Ankara 
after a picnic. Bushell was 
severely injured in a road 
accident and had to be evacu¬ 
ated to the British Military 
Hospital in Cyprus. He only 
just survived and suffered 
from a stiff ami and leg for the 
rest of his life. 

He was in Aden as political 
adviser to the British Com- 
mander-in-Chief Middle East, 
1961-64, then joined the UK 
delegation to Nato in Brussels, 
1964-68. before being seconded 
to the Cabinet Office between 
1968 and 1970. Returning to 
Germany in happier circum¬ 
stances in 1970. he spent four 
years as Minister and Deputy 
Commandant in the British 
Military Government in 
Berlin. 

The first of his two appoint¬ 
ments as Ambassador was to 
Saigon from where he was 
flown out in the last helicopter 
to leave as the Thieu-Ky 
regime in South Vietnam fi¬ 
nally collapsed before the ad¬ 
vancing Communisr forces of 
General Giap. His final tour 
as British Ambassador to Pa¬ 
kistan. 1975-79, was almost as 
dramatic, coinciding as it did 
with the overthrow in 1977 and 
subsequent execution of the 
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto and the assumption of 
power by the military under 
General Zia. 

Apart from a little pan-time 
work for the Foreign Office, 
Bushell retired completely on 
his return to this country. He 
travelled a great deal, especial¬ 
ly to sites of archaeological 
interest around the Mediterra¬ 
nean where he indulged his 
love of classical scholarship. 
He played a lot of bridge and a 
little tennis — although the 
injuries suffered in his road 
accident inhibited his early 
love of outdoor sports. 

Essentially a shy man with 
old-fashioned values, John 
Bushell was nonetheless a 
friendly diplomar with a dry 
wit, and got on particularly 
well with visiting journalists. 
He was at his most contented, 
however, among his own fam¬ 
ily. He is survived fry his wife 
Theodora and their son. to¬ 
gether with a stepson and 
stepdaughter. 


Konrad Zuse, computer 
pioneer, died on 

December 18 aged 85. He 
was born on Jane 22. 

1910. 

KONRAD ZUSE pioneered 
digital computing techniques, 
and had the distinction of 
producing the world’s first 
general purpose, programme- 
controlled calculator, the Z3. 
in 1941. What was so remark¬ 
able about this was that he did 
it almost alone and from 
scratch. At a time when digital 
techniques in computing were 
not established, Zuse reinvent¬ 
ed a form of Boolean algebra 
as part of his work. Funded by 
friends and family, he built a 
prototype in his parents’ living 
room in the late 1930s. 

If there was a limitation to 
Zuse’s achievement, it was 
that he did not fully embrace 
the speed advantages which 
were promised by electronics. 
He had a visual imagination 
(he was a painter and had 
studied architecture), and thus 
he preferred to work along the 
electro-mechanical route after 
others had abandoned ir for 
pure electronics. 

He did his most exciting 
work in Nazi Germany and 
was partly funded by the 
Hitler regime but as a scientist 
he claimed to be detached 
from politics. Computer histo¬ 
rians never held his past 
against him and regarded him 
as one of the tribe. Nazism 
may even, indeed, have ham¬ 
pered his researches. The war 
had been a major stimulus to 
computer technology in other 
parts of the world, and while 
American and British scien¬ 
tists were receiving proper 
funding for their own comput¬ 
ers — EN1AC and Colossos 
respectively — Zuse was not 
given the sort of money he 
required to develop an elec¬ 
tronic version of has calcula¬ 
tor. The German authorities, 
having been told it would take 
two years to build, were so 
convinced that (hey would 
have won the war by then that 
they decided such expenditure 



was merely a waste of money. 

Konrad Zuse was bom in 
Berlin, and educated there at 
the Institute of Technology, 
where he read civil engineer¬ 
ing. He had a chequered early 
career before coming to engi¬ 
neering, but he aiways pre¬ 
ferred working with 
mechanical and electro-me¬ 
chanical constructions rather 
than electronics, which he left 
(o others who were better 
qualified. 

In 1935 he joined the 
HenscheJ Aircraft Company, 
but the following year he 
began to build a calculating 
machine. He worked in his 
parents' home with his friend, 
an electronics expert. Helmut 
Schreyer. A number of proto¬ 
type calculators followed over 
the next ten years. Z1 in 1938 
(originally these were named 
VI, V2 etc, but were renamed 
when the German rockets of 
those names were developed). 
Z! had a storage capacity of 16 
words and operated, like its 
successors, with punch cards. 
It also worked on a binary 
system, this being during a 
period when most of die rest of 
the developing computing in¬ 
dustry was working in the 
time-honoured decimal sys¬ 
tem. 

It was the Z3. however, 
completed in 1941 and funded 
by the Nazi Government's 
Aviation Research Institute. 


which could really claim to be 
a revolutionary computer. It 
was composed of a tape read¬ 
er, an operator’s console and 
two cabinets with Z600 relays. 
It had a small memory, capa¬ 
ble of storing 64 22-bit num¬ 
bers, but was fast enough to 
multiply two rows of digits in 
three to five seconds. 

The machine was destroyed 
by Allied bombing, but its 
successor. Z4, survived the 
war. This was an even more 
powerful binary digital com¬ 
puter which the authorities 
were keen to keep out of 
harm's way. When bombing 
intensified, Z4 was removed 
from Berlin, and arrived, after 
an eventful drive, in a battered 
state, at its resting place in a 
small village in Bavaria. 

Zuse also worked on a 
chess-playing system. As far 
back as 1938. he was predict¬ 
ing to friends that the world 
chess champion would be 
beaten by a computer in 
another half-century. In 1949 
Zuse turned his hand to busi¬ 
ness, building and marketing 
his own designs from his 
company in Hesse. He was 
not. however, a natural busi¬ 
nessman. His company was 
taken over in 1956 by Siemens, 
and Zuse subsequently turned 
his attention to research. 

He is survived by his wife. 
Gisela. and four children. 
Another son predeceased him. 


AHMED KARADAWI 


Ahmed Karadawi. 
refugee worker, died of 
hmg cancer in Khartoum 
on November 20 aged 50. 
He was born in Korda fan 
on October 19,1945. 

SUDAN, one of Africa's larg¬ 
est and most impoverished 
countries, has. since its inde¬ 
pendence in 1956. been lacerat¬ 
ed by internecine conflict 
between the Muslim north 
and the Christian and Antmist 
south. The urban populations 
of northern Sudan, where 
Ahmed Abdel-Wadoud Kara¬ 
dawi was brought up, were 
swollen by displaced peoples 
fleeing the bloodshed and 
famine of southern regions. 

To make matters worse, the 
shanty towns and encamp¬ 
ments around Khartoum were 
filled to overflowing by mi¬ 
grants seeking to escape the 
persecutions of governments 
in neighbouring countries 
such as Uganda and Eritrea. 
Karadawi dedicated his life to 
the plight of these refugees, 
examining the structures of 
humanitarian assistance 
provided for them. He was 
responsible for improving the 
conditions of displaced peo¬ 
ples not only in Sudan but 
throughout Africa. 

Graduating from Khar¬ 
toum University — he later 
studied for a master's degree 
and a doctorate at the univer¬ 
sities of Reading and Oxford 
— Karadawi joined the United 
Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Khartoum in 1970. He was 
principally concerned with the 
problems of the people of 
Eritrea, the former Italian 
colony which had been in¬ 
volved in a civil war for nearly 
30 years before its indepen¬ 
dence was finally declared in 
1993. Refugees from its arid 
plateaux and stony ravines, 
scoured by the MiG bombers 
of the Soviet-backed Ethiopian 
Government, fled in their 



thousands across the border 
info Sudan. 

The two decades in which 
Karadawi served on the 
UNHCR were to prove crucial 
ones in the development of 
African refugee policy. He set 
up meetings between interna¬ 
tional aid agencies and their 
beneficiaries. Previously the 
needs of refugees had not been 
taken fully into account — aid 
supplied in the form of maize 
oil or flour, for example, was 
of little use to people without 
cooking facilities. Karadawi 
insisted that refugees should 
be consulted as to their 
requirements. 

He argued forcefully that 
they should not be considered 
merely passive recipients of 
aid. UN policy had tended to 
concentrate displaced peoples 
in encampments and areas 
where aid could be easily 
delivered, but Karadawi con¬ 
tested that this exacerbated 
tensions between refugees and 
host nations and created seed¬ 
beds of political ferment. 

He explored ways in which 
refugees could be integrated 
within host societies so that 
they could contribute to local 
economies. His vision includ¬ 
ed such far-reaching ideas as 
the introduction of education¬ 
al policies to teach Arabic to 


Eritreans and Tigrinia to their 
Sudanese hosts. 

Karadawi was influential in 
the passing of the crudal 1974 
Sudanese Refugee Act — one 
of the most liberal in Africa, if 
not in the world. The Act 
declared that unaccompanied 
children, and asylum-seekers 
who had to wait more than 
three months for judgment to 
be passed on their cases, 
should automatically be 
granted refugee status. He 
protested strongly when in the 
early 1980s Europe and North 
America began introducing 
restrictionist asylum policies, 
predicting that their example 
would be followed by African 
governments. He was later 
proved right Rwandan refu¬ 
gees are trapped on the Ke- 
nya-Tanzania border, and 
Tanzania has justified its ac¬ 
tions by dting the US Govern¬ 
ment’s treatment of Haitians. 

Karadawi worked on an 
individual level, too, seeking 
the support of Amnesty Inter¬ 
national in order to secure the 
release of unjustly detained 
people. He never compro¬ 
mised his beliefs in the inter¬ 
ests of personal security. 
When thousands were dying 
of starvation because General 
Nimeiiy had refused to dis¬ 
close the 1985 famine. 
Karadawi was asked by a 
BBC journalist whose fault it 
was. His answer was inimita¬ 
ble: “Who else? The 
Government’s." 

In 19S2 Karadawi co-found- 
ed and developed the Refugee 
Studies programme at Oxford 
— a multidisciplinary centre 
which aimed to deepen the 
understanding and analysis of 
causes of forced migration and 
solutions to this problem. He 
spent much of the Eighties 
there and it was his dream 
that centres such as this would 
develop all over the world. 

Ahmed Karadawi is sur¬ 
vived by his wife Selma, and 
their son and daughter. 
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THE KOH-I-NOOR.—This famous di¬ 
amond {the largest and most precious in foe 
world), forfeited by the treachery of the 
Sovereign ai Lahore, and now under the 
security of British bayonets at the fortress of 
Govindghur. it is hoped will ere long, as one 
of the splendid trophies of our military valour, 
be brought to England in attestation of the 
glory of our arms in India. The mischievous 
superstition attaching to the possession of this 
unique and invaluable diamond might be 
Utterly crushed fry this retributive consign¬ 
ment: and our august Queen, herself the 
brightest example of female sovereignly in the 
annals of England, would be appropriately 
adorned with a jewel of analogous value to 
that of the loyal estimation so universally 
assigned to her in the hearts of her subjects.— 
—Delhi Gazette, 

CHASE OF A SLAVER.-—Extract of a letter 
from Her Majesty'S ship Amphrtrite. laL 6 
deg. N. long 4 deg. E., Sept. 18,1848—“ We 
have to-day taken our fifth prize for this year, 
and 1 cannot allow her to leave for SL Helena 
without assuring you again that I am well. 
Our recent capture is a most beautiful brig of 
about 130 tons, with a slave cargo on board of 
musquito doihs, tobacco, wine, rum. &c. She 
was first seen from our royal yard at 8 tun. 
.yesterday dead to leeward: she kept before the 


ON THIS DAY 

December 20,1848 


The laboured prose of the first article is 
in sharp contrast to the brisk action of 
the second. 


wind and set all studding-sails. We made all 
sail in chase, and for some time, as foe breeze 
was fresh, we had the advantage of her, 
nearing her sufficiently to make her visible 
from the deck, but the wind dying away at 
sunset she was only to be seen from the mast¬ 
head. As from her movements it was clear she 
was a slaver, ir became a question what her 
motions would be during die night, and after 
some deliberation we hauled up to S.S.E. so as 
to be able to weather Cape Formosa: and our 
calculation proved correct. At daylight, the 
weather clearing up we got sight of her right 
a-head. distance not more than two miles; we 
fired several shots, but the distance was too 


great for precision; however, the shots 
bothered her and made her keep more away, 
which enabled us to get to windward of her; 
and now began a most beautiful and exciting 
chase, the result seeming very doubtful 
during the whole of it. and boats, spars, and 
casks which had been thrown overboard 
floated past ur. she also cut away her anchors 
from the bows to lighten her. In foe squalls, 
which were frequent, we neared her rapidly, 
and again, as foe wind Ml. she left us. and at 
10 a.m. was almost hull down ahead, but from 
that time the wind increased to almost a gale, 
and at 2 p.m.. in foe midst of a heavy squall or 
tornado we ran alongside of her, having fairly 
out-carried her and nearly run her ashore at 
the mouth of the river Benin, after a most 
exciting chase of 31 hours. She is the most 
beautiful and perfectly fitted vessel you can 
conceive, named live Josef a. under the 
Brazilian flag, and we are all astonished how 
we caught her. as in moderate weather, on a 
wind, she can run round us; but, fortunately 
the chase was all before foe wind, our best 
point of sailing, and the greater part of it in a 
succession of heavy gales. We are much in 
want of a change for a month or so to a more 
temperate climate to recruit our health, as the 
debilitating air of the Bights is telling upon us 
all ."—Devonport Independent. 




























































































































































































































THE TIMES TODAY 



Tory fishing rebels help defeat 

■ The Government suffered an embarrassing blow last night 
as Tory MPs combined with Labour to defeat it over the 
European fisheries policy. 

In spite of a frantic whipping exercise John Major’s fragile 
parliamentary position was vividly exposed as MPS represent¬ 
ing fishing communities. Euro-sceptics and most of the 
Opposition party MPs lined up against him. Hie Government 
lost by two as more than a dozen Tories rebelled.Pages 1 8 

Tories try to save MP from bankruptcy 

■ Senior Conservatives rallied round to save David Ashby 

from financial ruin as he faced a £500,000 bill for a failed libel 
action in which he was branded a lying, hypocritical 
homosexual A rescue fund could prove vital since any MP 
made bankrupt has to stand down.Page 1 


Lottery rebuke 

Peter Davis is to keep his job as 
regulator of the National Lottery 
but was rebuked by Virginia 
Bottomley. the National Herbage 
Secretary, for accepting free 
flights from a company linked to 
Camelot-Page I 

Holloway warning 

Ministers were warned months 
ago by Holloway'S Board of Visi¬ 
tors of mounting alarm at the 
deterioration in conditions for the 
hundreds of women inmates at 
the jail-—___Page I 

New line 

British Rail's 48-year monopoly 
on train services came to an end 
when three passenger franchises 
were sold---Page 2 

Lucifer convicted 

A reign of fear ended for a robber 
who called himself Lucifer. Keith 
Bramble, 36, was said to have 
enjoyed terrorising his victims as 
he raided their homes...... Page 3 

Libel embarrassment 

Charles Lewington, the media 
chief at Conservative Central Of¬ 
fice, suffered the embarrassment 
of bong involved in a £40.000 
libel award to an MP_Page 5 

In the picture 

Commander John Grieve, a 
watercolourist with a taste for 
Chinese philosophy and Ameri¬ 
can Civil War history was named 
as Britain’s new national anti- 
terrorist co-ordinator-Page 6 


Classic car fraud 

Lord Brocket, a polo-playing 
friend of the Prince of Wales, is 
facing a prison sentence after ad¬ 
mitting his part in a £45 million 
insurance fraud involving his col¬ 
lection of classic cars Page 7 

Cricket dream 

Malcolm Rifkind inspired 
dreams of England's cricketers 
beating the West Indies in a Test 
series...Page 8 

Nato in command 

Nato takes command of peace 
operations in Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na today, beginning a unique 
mission in the alliance’s history 
which includes the objective of 
withdrawing in a year.— Page 10 

Assassination film 

The first public screening of the 
only film of Yitzhak Rabin* as¬ 
sassination shocked Israelis with 
its dramatic exposure of appall¬ 
ing security lapses?.-Page 11 

Schools under fire 

Hospitals, schools and mosques 
are being targeted in a shelling 
campaign against the residential 
areas of Kabul by an Islamic 
movement seeking to overthrow 
President Rabbani_Page 12 

Target Clinton 

Senate Whitewater investigators 
are homing in on Hillary Clinton 
after publishing subpoenaed doc¬ 
uments that appeared to contra¬ 
dict her sworn evidence given to 
federal regulators_Page 13 


Two plus two makes old 

■ Young shoppers who find themselves short-changed in the 
pre-Christmas rush were given a ready scapegoat yesterday: 
die use of calculators in primary school classrooms. A 
study has found dial undergraduates cannot match their 
parents’ or grandparents’ generations on simple mental 
arithmetic.Page 4 
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Chris Southern unloads the catch of the Mattanja at Padstow, Cornwall, as the fishing debate raged in Pa rl ia m e n t Pages U 8 ^ 



Banking: NatWest is to sell Nat- 
West Bancorp, its US retail bank¬ 
ing subsidiary, to Fleet Financial, 
the tenth biggest bank in the US. in 

a $356 billion deal-Plage 21 

Wise persons: Kenneth Clarke ap¬ 
pointed the first women to his pan¬ 
el of independent economic fore¬ 
casters. ushering in the era of “wise 
persons".. Page 21 

Economy: Countries hoping to join 
a common currency must be ambi¬ 
tious in planning to cut deficits and 
must tackle structural rigidities in 
their labour markets, says the 
OECD think tank.Page 22 

Mirtats: The FT-SE100 fell 19.2 to 
3576.9. Sterling's index rose from 
825 to 82.9 after a rise from $15385 
to $15435 and from DM22031 to 
DM22160—_ Page 24 


Cricket Angus Fraser'S omission 
by England from the three-day 
match starting in Pietermaritzburg 
today must raise considerable 
doubts about his future at Test 
level_Page 40 

Bowls*. Women bowlers in Soot- 
land struck a blow for traditional 
values by revoking a rule allowing 
them to go hatless in the national 
championships...Page 40 

Athletics: David Powell salutes a 

milestone in the long-running hist¬ 
ory of one of the sport's most au¬ 
thoritative magazines-Page 37 

Football: The Premier League app¬ 
ears to be set on a confrontation 
with European lawmakers over the 
edict scrapping restrictions on 
foreign players in domestic 
competitions-Page 40 



Osborne’s last word: Tb be pre¬ 
miered on television on Christmas 
Day. John Osborne’s epic last play. 
England , My England , is a charac¬ 
teristically virulent attack on mod¬ 
em England, doaked in a portrait 
of the Restoration composer Henry 
Purcell_Page 32 

Seeing red: At Wembley Arena, 
Simply Red displayed the wide- 
ranging appeal that has kept them 
top of the pop world_Page 33 

On stage: Peter Nichols* saucy 
Privates on Parade has been re¬ 
vived at Greenwich with Tony 
Slattery; while Norwich's fine new 
Playhouse opened with Stoppard's 
Jumpers _Page 34 

Juggling prodigies: More and 
more children want to learn the 
skills of the circus ring—Page 33 


IN THE TIMES 

■ THE FILMS 
Jim Carrey is back. 
Geoff Brown reviews 
Ace Ventura — When 
Nature Calls 

■ THE BOOKS 
Researching a 
biography of Arthur 
Conan Doyle is 
anything but elementary 
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Preview:Three singteinen tty tdhe; 
lonely hearts no longer. Man Seeks 
Woman (BBC2. 9pm) Bwfew* 
Lynne Truss wonders fioff- 
Enders is going mad -~- r Fage 38 


Bottomley and Davis 

The head of Oflot slwuld disp^y ' . 
the iriai judgment that wo rking in 
such an area demands, ta both his.. J 
actions and responses-Mr ^-Davis :• _>. 
foiled in this regard and stoufo -. 
have been replaced Paigel?. ^;- 

Kabul crucible 

Today‘die Red Qibs launches i» : Jj 
Christmas appeal for the victims of -- Jj 
Afghanistan’s forgotten war it 
call to which die world should re! 
spaad generously -- - Bag? B 

Glorious mud 

May die cricketers enjoy imbiter- ; j 
rupted play over Christmas. But . v: 
may there also be enough Kroger - 
mist to keep the spinners and the _ 
hippos happy-——__ PageT? ~;.i 


JOHN REDWOOD 

Should Europe decide on. a conti¬ 
nental system of protection, there 
would be dangers for work! trade 
and employment.-—Page 16 

TIM CONGDON 

Lar gely as a result of the Tories' 
struggle to curb the public sector, 
die ratio of government expend ir 
ture to national output is almost 10 
per cent lower in Britain dan in 
Germany and almost 15 per cent 

lower than in France-Pag* 16 

ALAN COREN 
Mrs Coreri came through the front 
door, lugging shopping bags. 
“Why has the fairy got only one 
leg?” she inquired.^—..--Page 16 

PETER RIDDELL 

John Major has been bold, notably 
in forcing the leadership issue six. 
months ago. My money is still on. 
1997. and May 1, but Mr Major will 
still have plenty of earlier dates 
pencilled into his diary— Page 8 


Party time: “The great thing about 
Christmas is dial you can get away 
with anything.” Jason Cowley on 
women behaving badly—Page 15 

Naming names: You arrive and are 
shown to a room erf strangers. And 
left When were you last introduced 
to someone?-Page 15 


-v I 


Sheer fun: lain R. Webb on the 
endless variations on die see- 
through theme — from the exotic 
and explicit to the discreet and 
charming--—Page 14 
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I 


Cutting prices: Housing market 
analysts were wide of the mark 
with their predictions about house 
prices for 1995. So whom should we 
believe for next year?-Page 30 


Less than five years ago as Com¬ 
munist Ftirty leaders fled their 
Moscow offices, frantically destroy¬ 
ing files as they went, die very 
survival of the parly seemed in 
doubt. Sadly. Sunday's parliamen¬ 
tary election erased that doubt 

'-New York Times. 
These Communists may not be the 
Bolsheviks of old but they are au¬ 
thoritarians. If the people feel seri¬ 
ous enough to give them control, 
there^s no certainty that they'll ever 
give control bade — USA Today 


Mary LasceOes, .literary critic, 
teacher and poet; Konrad Zztse, 
computer pioneer; John BnsbdL - 
former Ambassador to Vietnam'r- 
and to Pakistan; Ahmed Karad- 
awi refugee worker...;—- Page 19 


Brixton riots; threat to the. BBC 
World Service; fashions in funer¬ 
als; drink guidelines....._Page 17 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,043 


ACROSS 

1 Smelling-salts considered harm¬ 
ful to smokers (4.4). 

5 Ball dispersed moths around flat 

f6). 

10 Marks produced during delivery 
from China, evidently (5). 

11 Cast off here? (5-4). 

12 Heavenly time for some people 
(9). 

13 Sweet nonsense (5). 

14 Criterion, possibly, as the rate gets 
adjusted (7). 

16 Injury from long row on the way 
back (6). 

19 North American reform is OK 
with me (6). 

21 Dfirer*s work reduced to ash, say? 
? . (7)- 

23 Quarter horse ui poor shape in 
rude hut (5). 

I 25 High winds in Blackburn (3,6). 

27 Try getting facial hair cut? It's 
agony! (9). _ 

Solution to Puzzle No 20.042 
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28 Stuff cut to make mask for film 
production (5). 

29 Cheap Scotch fish (3-3). 

30 Adventure, these days, in flight 

( 8 ). 

DOWN 

1 Women’s ultimate therapy, pos¬ 
sibly? (3-5). 

2 Celebrity in sergeants’ mess (9). 

3 One who breaks his neck, right 
inside bank (5). 

4 Jazz, fun for students before term 

(7) - 

6 Promises of party in show-ring? 
(9)- 

7 Like Faberg* piece, a ring with no 
diamonds, say (5). 

5 Tap and plug away (6). 

9 Happened to live on mountain in 
Cumbria (6). 

is Tinker worked in attempt to 
produce gewgaws (9). 

17 Band-box in odd Scottish wrap¬ 
ping (9). 

IS Running out of stock, all at once 

( 8 ) - 

20 End in view? Protest! (6). 

21 Wilts — high ridge in the shire? 
(7)- 

22 There's novel here or an old book 
( 6 )- 

24 A place to recover after theatre 
presentation (5). 

26 Reportedly one who packs pan (5). 
Tunes Two Crosword, page 40 


For the lutes) region by region forecast 24 hours 
a dey. dal 0861500 kteomd by the appropriate 
coda: 

Greater London-- ...701 

KenLSurBy.Sussc* -- 702 

DoratHamSOW- 703 

Devon & Cornwall__ 704 

WR&.OtoucsAronSan’B - -- 705 

Bartc.Bucte.OXEn--—. 706 

B«is.rterti& Essex---...707 

NortoKSuSofc.Carpd».... 70B 

West tfd&S»Giara&Gwent-709 

SriopaJteekte&Worcs.. 710 

CenffteMdands- - 711 

EastMxfanca. 712 

Utcs&ltombeftede _713 

Oyted&PcMys- T1< 

Gannedd S Cited....-__71S 

NWEnrtand. T16 

W4SV&rtts40ates_ 717 

N E Engwnd---718 

CurtrO&UtoDana -- . „ 719 

S W Scotland. 720 

W Central Scotland_ 721 

Ecfri S Rfe/Lothian 5 Borders.. 722 

E Canute Scotland ........ 723 

Grampian & E Highlands - -724 

NWScottand ........ . _72S 

Catf¥W5a,Ori<ney & Shetland -- 726 

N Ireland____ . _ . 727 

Weather caf is charged a! 39p per minute (cheap 
rale) and -tap per roue at afl other Hmes 


For the latest AA traffic/roadworks information, 
24 hours a day, dal 0336 401 totaled by the 
appro p r ia te code: 

London » SEtrteBc. i—dwotto 

Area ttAftin M25_ ...731 

£ssex/H®ts/Beda/Bucks/Berta/0«on .732 

KenJ/SuretfSussax/Hants__734 

M25 London Orbital only_ —. 736 

Ka&onrt traffic and roadworics 

NaBonaJ motorways...__ 737 

West Country- 738 

Wales- 739 

Wdande- . _740 

EastAngSa—_ „..741 

North-west Eng fend .. ___ .... .742 

North-east England_743 

Scotland....- 744 

Northern Ireland.. 745 

AA Road watch is charged at 39p per minute 
(cheap rate) and 49p per minute at all other times. 


Yesterday: Highest day tamp: Penzance. 13C 
(5SR; fewest day mate LatwicK Shetland, -1C 
(30F); highest rarrrfafc Plymouth. 1.30H; h i ghest 
suraMna: Tkea, Hebrides, d^tr 



□ General: England and Wales will 
start doudy with outbreaks of rain and 
sleet over the southern half turning to 
snow over hills. This will gradually edge 
southwards during the (fey but the rain 
will linger in the southwest. More 
northern areas should brighten up 
through the day. although North Sea 
coasts may see some wintiy showers. 

South and west Scotland together 
with Northern Ireland should be mostly 
dry and bright. North and east 
Scotland will see some brightness but 
also snow showers, heavy at times. 

□ London, SE, Cant S England, E 
Anglia, Midlands: cloudy with out¬ 
breaks of rain or sleet, and snow over 
hills, this clearing southwards during 
the day Wind northeast moderate. 
Max 5C (41F). 

□ NE, E England: cloudy start but 
becoming brighter during the day. Risk 
of wintry showers along coasts. Wind 
north to northeast moderate. Max 3C 
(37F). 


□ Channel Is, SW England, S 
Wales: cloudy with outbreaks of rain or 
drizzle. Wind northeast gentle, becom¬ 
ing moderate or fresh. Max 7C (45F). 

□ N Wales, NW, Cent N England, 
Lakes, loM: cloudy start but brighten¬ 
ing up and staying mostly dty. Wind 
northeast moderate or fresh. Max 4C 
(39F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Central highlands, Mo¬ 
ray Firth, NE Scotland, Orkney, 
Shetland: bright spells but also snow 
showers, heavy at times. Wind north¬ 
west becoming northeast moderate or 
fresh. Max 2C (36F). 

□ SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Argyll, N Ireland: mostly dry and 
bright. Wind northeast becoming east 
fresh strong. Max 4C (39F). 

□ Outlook for tomorro w and Fri¬ 
day: bright in the north with snow 
showers in the east. There will be rain 
and sleet further south. 


24 tvs to 5 pen: b= bright; c=doud: d= 
r-rten; ah-shot 


drtzzte- de-dust storm; ducduB; fitter, to=tog; g-gala; h=hafl; 
far. si—almt: sn~ snow; s^eurr t a thunder 
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Shares 
halted in 
troubled 
mining 
company 

By Ghrictine Buckley 

THE future of Coal invest¬ 
ments, the mining com¬ 
pany, hong in the balance 
yesterday after its shares 
were suspended as direc¬ 
tors spent the day locked in 
talks with financial 
advisors. 

The company said that it 
was delaying its interim 
results and had asked for 
the suspension “pending 
clarification of its financial 
position”. 

Trading in the shares 
was halted after planning 
permission for a coalface 
for which the company had 
high production hopes was 
refused. 

The company, formed 
from die remainder of Brit¬ 
ain’s mines after British 
Coal sold the more lucra¬ 
tive collieries, had already 
made plans to launch a 
rescue rights issue to shore 
up its balance sheet with 
about £20 million. 

Coal Investments inter¬ 
im results, which had been 
scheduled for publication 
tomorrow, were expected 
to reveal losses of about £11 
million, with the bulk com¬ 
ing from lost production. 
The company has had its 
financial position under 
review since the start of 
this month. 

Speculation was mount¬ 
ing yesterday that the com¬ 
pany’s bankers could press 
for the departure of Mal¬ 
colm Edwards, the founder 
and executive chairman, as - 
City concent increases. 

One mining analyst said 
that there was a feeling 
that the company should 
have kept the Stock Ex¬ 
change more in touch with 
events. The City has been 
looking to the recruitment 
of outside industrialists to 
the group and for Mr 
Edwards to take more of a 
bade seat. 

Since the company was 
founded in 1993 by Mr 
Edwards, who was former¬ 
ly commercial director at 
British Coal, it has raised 
£50 milli on from investors. 
Although it has spent 
heavily on hs six collieries, 
some industry watchers 
believe the patience of the 
company's bankers is 
wearing thin. 

Canaries Kemat, mining 
analyst at Paribas, said: 
"There would be no short¬ 
age erf buyers for the mines. 
The question mark hangs 
fiverthe commitment of the 
banks to the company." 

. Coal Investments in¬ 
tends to appeal against the 
decision to refuse planning 
permission, but time may 
run out for the company 
bpfbre-a hearing. 

■.i. Pennington, page 23 



Edwards: firm’s founder 


Kale Barker caused a temporary fall in sterling when she suggested that a further 3 per cent depreciation in the pound would be useful to exporters 


NatWest sells Bancorp 
in $3.56bn US deal 


By Patricia Tehan and Richard Thomson 


NATIONAL Westminster 
Bank is to sell NatWest 
Bancorp, its American retail 
banking subsidiary, to Fleet 
Financial, the tenth biggest 
bank in die US. in a $3.56 
billion deal that has taken 
months to hammer out 

NatWest will receive just 
$3.16 billion for the business 
as it is buying back assets 
worth $400 million. The price, 
of which only $2.6 billion is 
payable immediately, is far 
lower than the $4 billion to $5 
billion NatWest had originally 
hoped for. Analysts said the 
price was "disappointing but 
acceptable". NatWest shares 
dosed 19hp higher last night 
at 649p. 

The cash payment of $2ii 
billion could be reduced to $2.1 
billion with the rest paid in 


stock if Fleet opts to finance 
the deal wifi] die issue of up to 
$175 million of common stock 
and up to $300 million of 
preferred stock to NatWest. 

Additional payments of a 
total of up to $560 million will 
be payable over the next eight 
years, dependent on Bancorp^ 
future earnings. Derek Wan- 
less, NatWest chief executive, 
said he expected the total 
deferred consideration would 
be satisfied within four years. 

The $400 million assets 
excluded from the sale include 
a non-performing loan portfo¬ 
lio of $315 million net of 
provisions and an $85 million 
building in Manhattan occu¬ 
pied by NatWest Markets. 

Lord Alexander, the chair¬ 
man, said the tank was re¬ 
viewing ways in which the 


proceeds from the sale can be 
utilised, “including returning 
capital to shareholders”. One 
way could be a share buyback. 
In April the bank received 
shareholder permission to re- . 
purchase up to 100 million 
ordinary shares. 

Mr Wanless said other 
options available to the bank 
include in-fill acquisitions. 

As a result of the structure of 
the sale with the deferral of 
some of the payment, and to 
conform with UK accounting 
law. NatWest will make an 
accounting loss of about £600 
million on the sale next year. 
That will be reduced over time 
as the bank receives proceeds 
from the earnout. 

NatWest was forced to re¬ 
veal its plans to sell Bancorp 
in September after news 


leaked. The derision followed 
widespread consolidation in 
die US banking sector. Lord 
Alexander said yesterday: 
“With the rapid pace of con- 
sofidation in the US banking 
market, Bancorp could not 
maintain its competitive pos¬ 
ition long term without farther 
substantial investment.” 
NatWest did not believe that 
such investment would yield 
acceptable returns, he added. 

Bancorp has $32 billion in 
assets and 310 branches in 
New York and New Jersey. 
Fleet is the tenth largest bank 
after its merger with Shawmut 
National Corporation this 
month. Tt has a market 
capitalisation of $9.73 billion. 
The acquisition wfl] take it to 
seventh place. Bancorp will be 
merged with Fleet's New 


York-based banking business. 
The combined operation will 
trade as Fleet NY. 

John Tugwell. chairman 
and chief executive of 
Bancorp, will become presi¬ 
dent and chief executive of 
Fleet NY. NatWest will ap¬ 
point two additional directors 
to the board of tire merged 
bank. Mr Wanless said this 
was because the bank had “an 
interest in the way the bank 
will be managed because of 
the earnout". 

Fleet said the acquisition 
would be financed primarily 
through internal funding 
sources. It expects to issue 
$600 million of preferred stock 
and $400 million of debt 
securities. 

Pennington, page 23 


White Hart hotel 
backer pulls out 


By EricReguly 


THE sale of White Hart, the 
mid-market hotels chain 
owned by Forte, all but coF 
lapsed yesterday after Apax 
Partners, a venture capital 
group in London, decided to 
withdraw the financing it had 
lined up for the proposed 
purchaser. 

Apax. which is funded 
largely by American institu¬ 
tions. had been negotiating 
with Oriel Leisure, a small 
hotels management company, 
to buy 60 of die 72 White Hart 
hotels for about £120 million. 
Apax's contribution towards 
the purchase price was to be 
about £40 million. 

Apax had concerns about 
value of the hotels, whose 
annual profits are about £12 
million, and tried to negotiate 
a discount of 20 per cent or so 
last week. The lower offer was 
rejected by Fbrfe. A Forte 
spokesman said: "We intend 
to sell these businesses at a 
proper price, but we’re in no 
hurry.” 

John Moulton, Apax’s direc¬ 


tor, would not comment about 
the valuation discrepancy. He 
said: “We would have been 
happy to complete the 
transaction.” 

Forte, which is under take¬ 
over threat from Granada, 
considers White Hart a non¬ 
core asset and had hoped to 
sell the chain quickly. 

Granada was pleased that 
the sale has hit a snag because 
it would keep White Hart if its 
takeover succeeds. 

Gerry Robinson, Granada’s 
chief executive, said: “We 
believe it's better to keep and 
develop a business like White 
Hart It can only benefit 
shareholders in the long 
term." 

Forte said that it continues 
to talk to Grid’s managers, 
but said they were no longer 
considered the lead candidates 
to purchase White Hart Forte 
is talking to other potential 
purchasers. It would not iden¬ 
tify them and said no sale 
should expected before the end 
of the year. 


Fed rate cut 
by quarter 
of a point 

AMERICA’S Federal Re¬ 
serve last night cut the Fed 
funds Tate by 025 per cent of 
a percentage point in what 
officials described as a cau¬ 
tious move, designed to give 
the economy a helping hand 
in the New Year. 

The cut to 5.5 per cent in 
the rate that commercial 
banks charge each other for 
overnight loans is the second 
this year. 

Officials at the Federal 
Open Markets Committee 
meeting last night, however, 
left unchanged the discount 
rate, the amount that the Fed 
charges banks for money. 

The cut followed a less 
turbulent day on world mar¬ 
kets. Just after the rate cut 
was announced the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
down 20 points. In London, 
the FT-SE 100 index closed 
down 192 points at 3.576.9. 

The Fed decision came 
ahead of a crucial meeting 
on America’s budget im¬ 
passe which began at 8pm 
London time. 


BTR sells Dunlop 
for £300 million 


By Alasdair Murray 


DUNLOP SLAZENGER, the 
sports good manufacturer, 
changed hands for £300 mil¬ 
lion yesterday as toe compa¬ 
ny's owner. BTR. the 
industrial conglomerate, con¬ 
tinual its disposal strategy. 

Dunlop has been bought by 
CINVen. the venture capital 
company, which until a man¬ 
agement buyout in October was 
part of British Coal. CINVen 
also bought Compass’s health¬ 
care division for £180 million 
earlier this month. 

The Dunlop sale follows the 
disposal Iasi month of Til con, 
the aggregates business, for 
£330 million and had been 
expected for some time. BTR’s 
share price closed unchanged 
at 316p. 

BTR has been using the 
money from disposals to fund 
the £2 billion purchase of the 
minority stake in Nylex, its 
Australian subsidiary. The 
City is anticipating farther 
sales, with the most likely 
considered to be BTR]s Tai¬ 
wanese chemicals division. 


Dunlop is best known for its 
golf and tennis products and 
employs 3,000 people world¬ 
wide. Its brands indude 
Slazenger. Maxfli and Carl¬ 
ton. Last year, Dunlop had a 
turnover of £275 million. 

The company was founded 
in Belfast in 1889 by John Boyd 
Dunlop, inventor of the pneu¬ 
matic tyre, while Slazenger 
started out as a modest family 
sports business established by 
Czech immigrants in Man¬ 
chester in the 1920s. 

The two companies merged 
in the 1960s and were taken 
over by BTR after a tough £100 
million bid battle in 1985. 

Dunlop had already dis¬ 
posed of its core tyremaking 
operations to Sumitomo of 
Japan in the early 19S0s but 
BTR continued the process of 
disposing of Dunlap's motor 
interests, selling off the fam¬ 
ous Fori Dunlop site. 
Birmingham, in 1989 and a 
majority stake in the automo¬ 
tive components division to 
Siemens, of Germany, in 1991. 


Pledge to scrap nuclear power subsidy overturned 




By Christine Buckley 

FRESH controversy hit the soon-to-be 
privatised nuclear industry after the el¬ 
ectricity regulator reinforced a levy cm 
prices designed to subsidise nudear 
power in an announcement that flew in 
the face of a pledge made by Michael 
Heseltine to abandon the charge and 
cut customer Nils by £20 a year. 

The Labour Party called for an imm- 
ediate inquiry into whythe levy, which 
is likely to cost custoniers-up to £500 
milli on, is Locontinue. Nigel Griffiths, 
die party's spokesman on consumer 
affair s, declared the promise made by 
Mr Heseltine in May. when the Deputy 


Prime Minister revealed plans for the 
privatisation of the nuclear plants, “an 
extravagance the Government clearly 
cant afford to pay for”. 

The statement by Stephen Little- 
child, the regulator, that the fossil fuel 
levy, paid on electricity bills to support 
nudear power, would remain at 10 per 
cent also provoked a storm in the ind¬ 
ustry. The Chemical Industries Associ¬ 
ation said it was deeply disappointed 
that the nuclear element of the fossil 
fuel levy—which makes up the bulk of 
the charge — was to remain after the 
Government had indicated that it 
would be abolished on privatisation. 

Professor littiechild said that a 


reduced rate would apply after the sell- 
off, which is expected in the spring or 
summer of next year, in a statement 
that contradicts Mr Heseltine’s pledge 
of abolition. 

The regulator said that the levy 
would fall to a rate to fund continuing 
obligations for renewable fuels and to 
recover outstanding arrears between 
Nuclear Electric and the Non-Fossil 
Purchasing Agency. 

In his statement to the Commons.in 
May, Mr Heseltine said that electricity 
bills should fall by about 8 per cent by 
autumn 1996. Tun Eggar, the Industry 
Minister, yesterday said that the foil 
was now more likely to be 6 per cent- 


But he insisted that customers would 
not lose out and said that the returns to 
customers from the National Grid 
flotation over the £50 set by Professor 
Littiechild would take the average 
reduction in bills to more than the £20 
pledged by Mr Heseltine. 

Money raised from the fossil fuel 
levy will go to meet decommissioning 
costs on Magnox reactors which are 
staying in the public sector. Those costs 
have teen put at £85 billion, while the 
Government revealed in May that it 
had raised E5.9 billion to fand it 

BNFL plant, page 22 
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Women 
join 
panel 
of the 
wise men 

By Janet Bush 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

KENNETH CLARKE, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
yesterday appointed the first 
women to his panel of inde¬ 
pendent economic forecasters, 
ending the soubriquet “wise 
men” and ushering in the era 
of “wise persons". 

The three appointments 
place greater emphasis on the 
regional economies and indus¬ 
try, and indude a strong strain 
of Keynesian economics. Nota¬ 
bly, the new panellists believe 
that the Chancellor’s forecast 
of 3 per cent growth next year 
is over-optimistic. They join 
the three men left from the ori¬ 
ginal panel of seven set up by 
Norman Lament, the former 
Chancellor, to bolster policy 
credibility after sterling left the 
exchange-rale mechanism. 

Kate Barker, formerly head 
of economics at Ford of Eur¬ 
ope and now chief economic 
adviser at the Confederation of 
British Industry, marked her 
appointment by causing a 
temporary fall in sterling 
when she suggested in an int¬ 
erview that a farther 3 per cent 
depreciation in the pound 
would be useful for exporters. 

The second woman is Brid¬ 
get RoseweD, joint managing 
director of Business Strategies, 
the regional economic consul¬ 
tancy that she set up after 
leaving her post as deputy 
director of economics at the 
CBI. Ms RoseweD described 
herself as a Keynesian. 

The other vacant place on 
the panel goes to Martin 
Weak, the new head of the 
National Institute of Econom¬ 
ic and Social Research. Mr 
Weale, a reader-elect in eco¬ 
nomics at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity. had worked variously at 
the Bank of England, the Min¬ 
neapolis Federal Reserve bank 
and the National Statistical 
Office of Malawi. 

The three new members join 
Gavyn Davies, of Goldman 
Sachs, Tim Congdon of Lom¬ 
bard Street Research, and 
Patrick Minford of Liverpool 
University on the panel. 
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Profit warnings 

Coats Viyella and Courtaulds 
Textiles, two of Britain’s 
largest dothing 
manufacturers, yesterday 
revealed the extent of the' 
damage wreaked by the 
unusually mild autumn 
weather by issuing surprise 
profit warnings to their 
shareholders. 

Page 23, Tempos 24 

OECD warning 

European countries hoping to 
join a common currency must 
be ambitious in planning to 
cut budget deficits and must 
tackle structural rigidities in 
their labour markets before 
they lose their independence 
over interest rate policy', the 
OECD said yesterday. 
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Solicitors convicted in £8m fraud case 





By Robert Miller 

TWO men, including the senior 
partner of one of die largest firms of 
solicitors in Hastings, East Sussex, 
have been convicted for their part in 
defrauding about £8 million from 
more than 1,000 beneficiaries, and 
will appear at Maidstone Crown 
court for sentencing today. 

Both men can expect to receive 
prison terms for what has been 
described by the Serious Fraud 
Office, which bought the case, as a 
"cynical and particularly unpleasant 
crime against innocent people". 

Graham Maurice Durnford Ford, 
52, a senior parter of Durnford Ford, 
which collapsed in May 1992. plead¬ 
ed guilty to 10 specimen counts of 


theft of clients money, involving £5 
million in October. 

Sentencing on Ford was delayed 
while his coaccused William Digby 
Bew, 33, stood trial on four charges 
of furnishing false information, on 
which he was found guilty 
yesterday. 

The case was bought by the 
Serious Fraud Office in conjunction 
with Sussex police. 

Ford, the driving force behind 
Durnford Ford, lived a lavish life 
style funded by proceeds stolen from 
the estates of deceased clients. 

Serious Fraud Office investigators 
found that between 1988 and 1992 
Ford spent more than £870,000. This 
included £250,000 on his “splendid” 
house in Battle. Sussex, for the 


installation of a swimming pool and 
other imp rov eme n t s . The house was 
transferred to his wife’s name prior 
to the collapse of the legal firm and 
Ford bring struck off foe roll of 
solicitors by the law Society, the 
profession's governing body. Hie 
Solicitors Compensation Fund has 
paid out around £8 mfllion to former 
clients of Durnford Ford. 

The Serious Fraud Office said tint 
Ford also transferred £250.000 to his 
joint bank account with his wife, 
took an average of £200400 a year 
from the business, compared with 
between £30.000 and £40400 for his 
partners, and a further £44400 
placed in Mrs Ford's personal 
account 

Ford also prepaid £25400 to 


Beneden School, whose former pu¬ 
pils include the Princess RoyaL for 
his daughters fees. He also spent 
£63,000 on his American Express 
card, a further £34000 on Barday- 
card and £31400 in cash. 

Ford worked his scam fay hilling 
the deceased dienfs estate on an 
interim and final basis. Ford, how¬ 
ever. never actually sent out the 
interim bills, although he took the 
money. 

In one example a gross estate 
valued at £32400 was charged 
£11,000 which is at least £9,000 above 
the average bill that might have been 
levied by an honest practioner. 

Bew, who was in charge of the 
Probate department was involved in 
foe final billing stage, knowing that 


dienfs had been charged an interim 
bill but without including tins infor¬ 
mation on the final ML 

Andrew Jackson, the senior Seri¬ 
ous Fraud Office lawyer who led the 
successful prosecution, said: “Ford is 
responsible for a particularly cynical 
and unpleasant crime. He exploited 
people who were at their most 
vunerable and also devastated the 
fifes of wholly innocent people he 
worked with." 

The former partners in Durnford 
Ford have also lost out They all face 
equity partner liability bflls, have 
lost their homes and been forced to 
move out of the area even though 
they were unaware of Ford’s fraudu¬ 
lent activities. The firm’s employees 
were also losers. 


EU nations 
must tackle 
deficits 
says OECD 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


PETER TREVNOR 


EUROPEAN countries hop¬ 
ing to join a common currency 
must be ambitious in plan¬ 
ning to cut budget deficits and 
must tackle structural rigidi¬ 
ties in their labour markets 
before they lose their indepen¬ 
dence over interest rate policy, 
the Organisation for Econom¬ 
ic Co-operation and Develop¬ 
ment warned yesterday. 

The OECD, in its semi¬ 
annual World Economic Out¬ 
look, said that, on policies 
announced, oily four countries 
— Germany. France, Britain 
and Luxembourg — would 
meet the Maastricht Treaty’s 
debt-to-gross domestic product 
ratios, it said "the fiscal re¬ 
trenchment required in some 
countries over the next two 
years will be substantial” to cut. 
deficits towards the Maastricht 
limit of 3 per cent of GDP. 

The OECD emphasised the 
importance of continued efforts 
to cut budget deficits, not just 
because of the Maastricht time¬ 
table. but also because these 
would allow lower interest 
rates. These, it argued, are 
necessary to create the high 
levels of consumer and busi¬ 
ness confidence which would 
create more employment 
Once a single currency is in 
place, it said foe consequences 

Coal funds 
group sold 
to Friends 
Provident 

By Robert Miller 

FRIENDS PROVIDENT, 
the British fund manage¬ 
ment group, has won its 
bid to buy CINMan. the 
company that looks after 
the £17 billion British Coal 
Pension Schemes. 

British Coal declined to 
disclose the price that 
Friends Provident will pay 
and said that H expected 
definitive agreements to be 
signed in January. It is 
understood, however, that 
Friends Provident, which 
will double its £15 billion 
funds under management, 
will pay about £7.6 million 
now and a further £2.4 
million or so after two 
years, subject to perfor¬ 
mance. 

This was similar to the 
deal signed with Jupiter 
Tyndall last year for 
Queen Anne's Gate Asset 
Management the com¬ 
pany set up in 1989 to 
manage some £2 billion 
from the privatised water 
companies’ pension funds. 

Friends Provident, 
which will become the 
UK’s 10th largest fond 
manager, beat off a final 
rival bid by Sal Oppen- 
heim. a German company. 
Michael Doerr, group 
chief executive of Friends 
Provident said: “We are 
looking forward to work¬ 
ing closely with the Trust¬ 
ees of the Coal Schemes 
and to the continued provi¬ 
sion of a high quality fund 
management service for 
the long term.” 

The British Coal deaL 
part of a process to sell all 
its business operations, 
will transfer the manage¬ 
ment of the British Coal 
Staff scheme and the 
Mineworkers Pension 
scheme, on which a total of 
550.000 miners and staff 
have a daim. In October. 
CINVen was sold to man¬ 
agement in a deal believed 
to be worth less than £5 
million. 


of delay in making structural 
reforms to deal with high un¬ 
employment would become 
increasingly visible. It said 
even on the most optimistic 
assumptions, overall unem¬ 
ployment in the European 
Union would remain high. 

The OECD report high¬ 
lighted a slowdown in the pace 
of eoonomic expansion in the 
industrialised countries which 
it represents, compared with 
both last year and its own 
projections in June this year. 
However, it said inflation 
remained low. interest rates 
had fallen in most countries 
and exchange rates were clos¬ 
er in line with economic 
fundamentals. 

It predicted that total OECD 
growth would pick up to 2.6 
per cent in 1996 from 2.4 per 
cent this year. But industrialis¬ 
ed countries in Europe should 
see growth slowing from a 
pace of 2.9 per cent this year to 
2-6 per cent in 1996. 

The OECD expressed par¬ 
ticular concern about Japan 
and the fragility of its financial 
system. It predicted that the 
Japanese economy would 
grow by 0-3 per cent this year, 
rising to 2 per cent in 1996. It 
said that the fiscal package 
announced by Tokyo in Sep¬ 
tember should help to promote 
a recovery in domestic de¬ 
mand. but should the econo¬ 
my be weaker than it projects, 
priority should be given to the 
use of the remaining, although 
small, room for further mone- I 
tary easing. 

It urged Japan to tackle bad 
and non-performing loans in 
its financial sector as soon as 
possible. 

The OECD’s forecast for 
Britain was completed on No¬ 
vember 10, before the Budget 
and the subsequent U-point 
base rate cut Without this inf¬ 
ormation. it predicted that the 
economy would grow by 2.4 
per cent below the 3 per cent 
Budget forecast. 



Jack Leonard, chairman, left, and Claes Hultman will concentrate on new products 

Eurotherm drives up 31% 


By Aiasdair Murray 


EUROTHERM, the specialist electronics com¬ 
pany. unveiled sparkling full-year figures 
yesterday. Profits soared 31 per cent to £34 
million, boosted by a particularly strong 
performance in the drives and gauging 
division. 

In an upbeat statement the company 
promised further growth next year. Claes 
Hultman, chief executive, said: “Eurotherm is 
on trade and delivering growth. Our strategy is 
based on organic growth and we have made 
massive improvements over the past five 
years." The company said it had not ruled out 
acquisitions but that it was rare to find 


complementary businesses that would enhance 
shareholder value; instead it would continue to 
concentrate on developing new products. 

Eurotherm added it had benefited this year 
from recovery in Europe and a resumption in 
capital investment in the paper and process 
industries which it supplies with temperature 
control equipment and recording instruments. 
Turnover increased 16 per cent to £1945 
million, while pre-tax margins rose from 15-5 to 
175 per cent- The dividend was increased from 
53p to 7.5p and will be paid on 12 April 1996. 
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Engineers 
reveal 
slowing 
growth 
and orders 

Bv Philip Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

ENGINEERING leaders yes¬ 
terday claimed that rising 
investment in foe industry 
suggests further growth in 
output in. the new year. But the 
latest business trends survey 
from the CEF engineering 
employers showed growth 
and orders have slowed over 
the past six months, and that 
export orders are falling back. 

Though EEF leaders put a 
positive gloss on their figures, 
foe more mixed pattern over¬ 
all is in line with the findings 
of other large-scale business 
surveys, which are beginning 
to show a decline — especially 
in domestic orders. 

In its survey, taken before 
last week’s interest rate cut a 
sample of more than 1.700 
engineering firms showed 
capital investment continuing 
to rise strongly. Thirty-two per 
cent of those surveyed report¬ 
ed an increase in capital 
expenditure plans, and only 9 
per cent recorded a fall. 

Graham Mackenzie. EEF 
director-general, said: "Hie 
continuing rise in investment 
by engineering companies is a 
very encouraging sign of con¬ 
fidence for 1996. We expect 
further real growth in engi¬ 
neering output during 1996. 

“Growth in orders has 
slowed during the last two 
quarters of 1995. but output 
shows no sign of foiling.” 

Output and new orders 
continued to grow during the 
last three months of 1995 at a 
similar rate to the previous 
quarter. A balance of 22 per¬ 
cent of firms reported a rise in 
output while a balance of 12 
per cent said there had been 
an increase in new orders. 
While new UK orders contin¬ 
ue to increase, growth is slow. 
Thirty-four per cent of firms 
said there was a rise, and 30 
per cent a fall 
While export orders are 
continuing to grow quieter 
than domestic orders, growth 
in exports is also slowing. The 
balance of 9 per cent of firms 
seeing export orders increas¬ 
ing will come as a further sign 
of a slowdown in overall 
export growth — which has 
been vital to the recovery. 


BNFL to build £ 360 hl 
plant at Sellafield 

BRITISH NUCLEAR 

company that supplies fu 1 £ 3^0 million plant 

ff*5SSSESsiss&, 
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Sellafield nuclear reactors, although some will he sent from 
D^rlarae investment comes just a week after.. 

British Energy, the holding company for the 

tHlvatised Nud^ Electric and Scottish Nuclwr, abandored 

Snediate plans to bu3d new reactors. 2NFL. jjj;-, : 

plant should result in lifetime savings of 

on the costs of intermediate level waste management. ■ 

Howden edges ahead 

HOWDEN GROUP, foe tunnelling, process equipment and 
aerospace equipment company, report^ 
order intake to £243 mfllion m 
performance in the Pacific Basrn, South Africa and 
Europe more than offsetting difficult trading in other regions, 
particularly North America. But profits before tax: rosejun 
£400,000 to £10-98 mfllion in the six months to October?!: 
The interim dividend is increased to 0.95p a sharefrom O-K/p. 
due on May 1. The shares were unchanged at 67p. 

AEG disposals cost jobs 

AEG, the German rail and engineering group, said at least. J 
1.700 jobs would be lost after the sale of its energy and 
industrial automotation units to GEC Aisthom and Cegelec. • 
of France, respectively. AEG said GEC Aisthom would take 
over a large part of its power business and that its industrial 
automation business would be grouped in a holding 
company, in which Cegetec would have a 51 per cent stake 
and AEG 49 per am L AEG said more jobs would probably go 
after the sale of smaller units to CWB Capital Partners. 

BTG agrees placing 

BTG, which specialises in developing and licensing patents 
for new technologies, has agreed to a placing in response to 
strong demand in the marker since its June flotation at 225p a 
share. Originally, 8 TG*s venture capital and university 
investors had agreed not to sell their interest for a year but this 
was partly relaxed in October and now. 556,500 of the original 
investors’ shares, or 32 per ant of BTC’s share capital, have 
been placed by Kleinwort Benson with institutional investors, 
at £10.50 a share. The shares fell 30p to £1035. 

Thames Water project 

THAMES WATER has finalised the £558 million water 
supply project for the Turkish city of Izmir after five years 
of study and negotiation. The company is the single 
largest investor with 35 per cent of the equity. About 85 per 
cent of the project is covered by loans supported by the 
Commercial and Export Credit Agency, with the 
remaining 15 per. ant being subscribed by the project 
sponsors. Construction is expected to begin in January, 
when the loan agreements become effective. 

Persona in £20m deal 

PERSONA GROUP, a LflC distributor of networking and 
communications products for personal computers, is acquir¬ 
ing Finanriere Top Log, a distributor of Unix, network and 
communications products for £19.9 million. The deal will be 
funded through a I7-for-20 rights issue of new shares at 225p 
each, raising about £21.1 million. Top Log operates in France, 
Britain. Spain, Germany and Belgium. In the year to Septem¬ 
ber 30, the company’s turnover was £635 million and profits 
were £22 million before tax. Persona shares fen lOp to 27lp. 

Trinity expands 

TRINITY HOLDINGS, the specialist vehicles company that 
owns the Dennis brand, is to acquire the aircraft and handling 
division of ML Holdings for £1425 million. The division, 
which comprises ML Douglas Holdings and Schopf Masclnn- 
enbau, achieved turnover of. £282 million and operating pro¬ 
fits of £800.000. excluding group charges, in the year ended 
March 31. Net assets were £93 million. Trinity is funding the 
acquisition through a placing of 43 million new shares at 329p 
each. ML will use foe funds to repay borrowings. 


PolyGram issues 
profit warning 


Braton mes Japan plans to bail out 

into aid ^ 

steel deal mortgage companies 


By Marttn Barrow 

POLYGRAM, the music and 
entertainment group, struck a 
sour note with investors yester¬ 
day. with a profit warning char 
wiped almost II per cent from 
the value of its shares. 

The company, whose major¬ 
ity shareholder is Philips, the 
Dutch electronics group, has 
achieved a compound annual 
growth rate of 20 per cent in net 
income since 1990. So investors 
were shocked by the disclosure 
that net profits for 1995 would 
be, at test, fiat, particularly 
after the company returned a 15 
per cent rise in rales in profits 
in the first half of the year. 

Alain Levy, PolyG ram’s 
president and chief executive 
officer, said: "Any creative 
company has seasonal set¬ 
backs. We have had a cold spell 
in the second half of 1995." 

industry observers were less 
sanguine. “They’ve always 
published double digit growth 
.. ■ Something must have gone 
terribly wrong.’said Ab Bame- 
veld, an analyst at CLN & Van 
Eeghen, the Dutch broker. 

Hie company, whose shares 
were floated in London in Octo¬ 
ber 1989, blamed a below-par 
pop release schedule in the sec¬ 
ond half, delays in the delivery 
of key albums, the lack of a big 
hit from the film division and a 
strong appreciation of the guil¬ 
der. During foe year, the curr¬ 
ency rose 9 per cent against 
PolyG ram's main currencies, 
the dollar, yen and sterling. 

This is all a far cry from Mr 



Sting: new album next year 

Levy’s upbeat statement in 
July that the company “is in 
good shape and on course for 
a further year of progress in 
sales and profits”. But he 
remains defiant- “We have a 
more robust release schedule 
for the current year," he said. 

Just how robust remains to 
be seen. In a business where 
major artists come and go 
with the seasons, PolyG ram’s 
roster faces a tough battle for 
sales. The hopes of investors 
ride with the likes of Bryan 
Adams, the Cranberries, 
Sheryl Crow. Sting and U2. all 
due to release albums in 1996. 

“We can expect PolyGram. a 
creative, well-managed com¬ 
pany. to continue to deliver its 
pattern of success in foe 
future.” said Mr Levy. 


By Christine Buckley 

JOHN BRUTON, foe Irish 
Prime Minister, flew into 
London last night for an 
emergency meeting with the 
head of the company that 
wants to buy Irish Steel. His 
hastily arranged meeting 
came as lobbying stepped 
up ahead of today’s EU 
industry council meeting to 
persuade Britain to sanction 
a rescue plan for the Irish 
company. 

Tensions are growing be¬ 
tween London and Dublin 
over Britain's vetoing of 
government aid for Irish 
Steel which would ensure 
increased production and a 
smooth sale to ISPAT. the 
Indian corporation that 
wants to buy the company. 
State aid requires the back¬ 
ing of all EU members of the 
industry council but Britain 
is standing alone in refusing 
to back the award. Tun 
Eggar, the Industry Minis¬ 
ter, said the rescue package 
for Irish Steel would endan¬ 
ger up to 1,000 jobs in 
Britain. On Monday a dele¬ 
gation of Irish politicians 
returned to Dublin, having 
foiled to persuade Mr Eggar 
to change his mind. 

Meanwhile exhaustive 
talks are continuing be¬ 
tween London and Dublin 
in an effort to see if the two 
can strike a deal on restrict¬ 
ing export markets and 
product ranges. 


By Our City Staff 

IN A first step towards con¬ 
fronting Japan’s bad debt 
| hangover from foe 1980s. the 
Government yesterday an¬ 
nounced a plan to spend 
1 taxpayers’ money to help to 
ban out troubled mortgage 
companies. 

Government officials are 
rushing to get the appropria¬ 
tions written into draft budget 
legislation that should be sub¬ 
mitted to foe various minis¬ 
tries today. 

Masayoshi Takemura. the 
finance Minister, defended 
foe rescue plan, which is sure 
to be opposed because 680 
billion yen (£4.41 billion) will 
have to come from the public 
coffers. 

"The financial system is an 
artery of the Japanese econo¬ 
my, but that area is saddled 
with massive problem Joans 
and suffering from cancer," 
Mr Takemura said. “A drastic 
surgical operation is needed to 
remove the tumor." 

The seven housing loan 
corporations, or jusen, are 
holding about 73 trillion yen 
(7,500 billion yen) worth of 
problem debt. The plan was 
approved in a special Cabinet 
meeting yesterday. 

A recession and relatively 
low property prices have dog¬ 
ged Japan for nearly four 
years, riddling Japanese lend¬ 
ing institutions with debts. 
The resolution of the mortgage 
company crisis is sure to be 
just a prelude to the eventual 




Takemura: defended plan 

tackling of massive bank 
debts. 

Public opposition to using 
government money in foe 
bailout remains strong. Com¬ 
mentators attacked the plan., 
and it could undermine foe 
coalition government of foe 
Prime Minister, Tomiichi 
Murayama. 

Several leading banks fund¬ 
ed housing lenders in foe late 
1980s. when real estate prices 
were soaring and the Finance 
Ministry wanted to encourage 
private citizens to invest in 
homes. The banks and other 
financial organisations con¬ 
nected with wealthy agricul¬ 
tural cooperatives together 
made trillions of yen in iU- 
fated loans to the housing 
lenders. When the value of the 


land used as collateral on foe 
resulting mortgages collapsed 
in the early 1990s. so did the 
value of all that debt and foe 
mortgage companies. 

Finance Ministry officials 
and counterparts in the Agri¬ 
culture Ministry have spent 
months trying to work out 
how the burden should be 
divided. The controversy is 
coining to a head because the 
Government has to decide by 
tomorrow whether tax money 
should be used. 

The Finance Ministry and 
Agriculture Ministry have 
proposed that the funding 
banks bear 33 trillion yen 
(3300 billion yen) of the losses, 
and that other banks that 
made loans to the companies 
bear 1.7 trillion yen (1.700 
billion yen). Another 12 tril¬ 
lion yen (1200 billion yen) of 
the total would be converted 
into a debt-liquidating com¬ 
pany. to which foe agricultur- 
al-affiiiaied creditors would 
contribute 530 billion yen. The 
latest version of foe proposal 
will only cover 6.41 trillion yen 
(6.410 billion yen) of foe 73 
trillion yen (7300 billion yen) 
that must eventually be dealt 
with. 

The jusen bailout is sure to I 
set a precedent for a plan bo 
deal with foe huge amounts of 
bad bank debts. The banks 
acknowledge holding about 40 
pillion yen in non-performing 
loans, but the Government 
has admitted that fo e amount 
would be higher if calculated 
by non-Japanese standards. 


Loan portfolio 
changes hands 

ANGLO IRISH BANK has 
bought a £69 million corpo¬ 
rate loan portfolio from Allied 
Dunbar Assurance (Patricia 
Tehan writes). 

The sale is part of Allied 
Dunbar’s strategy of moving 
out of non-core businesses. 

Peter Killen. director of ride 
assets at Anglo Irish, said foe 
loans were all based in foe UK 
and of excellent quality. The 
average size of loan ui the 
portfolio is £450.000. 

The acquisition is part of 
Ando Irish’s intention to build 
”a diversified loan book in the 
medium-sized corporate arid 
professional market in both 
the UK and Ireland”. 
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□ Bancorp deal could mean cash for shareholders □ Byatt’s plans do not add up □ Edwards looks for fresh funds 


□ AT LAST Nat West has ree- 


might consider returning their 
cash to them. 

This is the only reason for a 
higher NatWest snare price yes¬ 
terday. Everything else about its 
agreement to sell Bancorp to 
Fleet Financial is disappointing. 
NatWest has been buying far 
smaller US banks for two and a 
half times their book value; this 
deal values Bancorp at around 
1.6 times. Even Derek WanJess 
could only manage a grudging 
“acceptable" in praise of the 
value of the sale. 

The headline figure of $3.56 
billion is at the very bottom end 
of hopes that had ranged from $4 
billion to $5 billion. In fact, on 
further analysis the price is not 
even that attractive. It is a 
convoluted deal designed, in 
part, to get around the pain that 
Fleet would suffer in its profit 
and loss account by paying cash 
for a subsidiary of a foreign- 
owned organisation. If It had 
been buying a stand-alone US 
bank. Fleet would have been able 
to use merger accounting to 
avoid the problem of 
amortisation of goodwill by 
merging the two. 

NatWest is buying back un¬ 
wanted assets of $400 million, 
which takes the consideration 
down to $3.16 billion. To assist 


NatWest not so Fleet of foot 


Fleet in its goodwill problem, 
$560 million is deferred for up to 
eight years and subject to an 
earn-out, taking the initial sum 
down to $2.6 billion. NatWest 
could end up with cash of just 
$2,125 billion on completion next 
May. plus another $475 million 
in Fleet stock, only part of which 
it could sell for cash at once. 

There is no disputing the logic 
of a sale. NatWest would have 
needed to spend substantial 
amounts of cash to fight on with 
Bancorp and maintain its pos¬ 
ition in New York and New 
Jersey. Other options, including 
a partial stock market flotation 
and selling off the bank in parts, 
have been ruled out. With the 
sale. NatWest has achieved its 
aim of pulling out of retail 
banking in the US in one go. 

The sale removes uncertainty 
and leaves the bank free to 
devote capital to its core busi¬ 
nesses, from which it wcnild hope 
to generate a higher rate of 
return and where there is cer¬ 
tainly room for improvement. 
NatWest has not done as well as 
some competitors at increasing 
income from fees and commis¬ 
sions and its large corporate loan 


book is tying up capital at low 
margins. On return on equity, 
NatWest is one of the poor 
performers of the sector, with a 
18 per cent against an average of 
over 20 per cent 
The sale will depress earnings 
per share — by around 7 per cent 
in a normal year. The bank may 
need to buy back its shares 
simply in order to maintain their 
earnings. Although NatWest 
was refusing to give any clue 
yesterday about now it would 
use the proceeds, there will be 
real pressure to use newly gained 
powers to buy back shares and 
provide shareholders with a real 
return at last 

Comparators 
are onerous 

□ MEMO to anyone shopping 
for presents for a regulator: socks 
ana ties always come in handy, 
but you can never have too many 
comparators. Regulators are 
deeply attached to their compa¬ 
rators. and this year's wave of 
bids for regulated companies has 
severely depleted their number 
just in time for Christmas. 


BENNINGTON 



One of them, Ian Byatt, at 
Ofwat has come up with a novel 
scheme to maintain supplies. 
Yesterday was the last date for 
comments to him and his col¬ 
league at Offer over the Welsh 
Water bid for South Wales 
Electricity, and both will shortly 
be putting their views to the 
Office of Fair Trading. 

The merger would create a 
super-utility similar to that al¬ 
ready existing in the North West, 
and strip Stephen Uttlechild at 
Offer of one more quoted com¬ 
pany in his sector — he is already 
down to just seven, poor lamb — 
while radically changing the 
nature of Welsh Water. 

Mr Byart wants a separate 
stock market quote for the core 
water business, a quarter of it to 


be held by outside investors. He 
has also written to North West 
Water, now merging with 
Norweb, asking it to do die 
same. Lyonnaise des Eaux, of 
France, which is buying North¬ 
umbrian Water, has agreed to 
follow suit, but rather tentatively 
and by the year 2005. 

Mr Byatt says that such a 
separate listing provides him 
with a comparator for his work 
of setting prices between the 
various companies, and would 
also give a parallel, City valua¬ 
tion of the business. Otherwise, 
is the implication, he might call 
for die whole bid to be referred. 

Significantly. Professor Little- 
chflcT is not making the same 
plea to any of the bidders in his 
sector. Perhaps he thinks, quite 
rightly, it is a lousy idea. 

The City takes against such 
minority holdings, which would 
by definition be valued without 
any bid premium. The price tag 
reached by the market is likely to 
be spurious, therefore, while 
such holdings would presum¬ 
ably also have to be created 
retroactively for all the other 
companies taken over. It is hard 
to see how the regulators' jobs 


can be made any easier by the 
creation of some weird little 
kindergarten of quoted minor¬ 
ities in regulated utilities. 

Staring into 
the coal pit 

□ THE phrase "pending clarifi¬ 
cation of the company’s financial 
position" has an ominous ring, 
the corporate equivalent of “the 
patient's condition is giving rise 
to some concern”. The eventual 
clarification for shareholders ail 
roo often makes one thine clear: 
their investment is worthless. 

Coal Investments has already 
said that the £50 million raised 
by investors so far since it bought 
the duff end of British Coal 
would not be enough to fund the 
investment needed to bring its 
six collieries up to scratch. 

But Malcolm Edwards, 
founder and executive chairman, 
was confident little more than a 
fortnight ago that his creation 
would be in the black from next 
month. So yesterday’s announce¬ 
ment came as a nasty shock even 
to investors already braced to put 
up fresh funds. 


No one is willing to predict the 
result of continuing talks with 
the banks, bur Coal Investments 
is probably still on track to raise 
EI5 million of fresh equity. 
Yesterday’s suspension was to 
ensure an orderly market alter 
news of a planning reversal at 
Hem Heath Colliery, near Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

The colliery had hoped to cut 
under a Grade A listed building, 
to the discomfiture of its owners. 
The defeat is not a terminal one. 
But contrast the situation at Coal 
Investments with RJB Mining, 
which took the more profitable 
half of British Coal and was 
handing out festive bonuses to 
workers last week. And imagine 
the howls if any of the buyers of 
British Coal were to be allowed 
to collapse. 

Flight of fancy 

□ THE normally redoubtable 
Consumers’ Association has 
gone too far in criticising tour 
operators such as First Choice 
who push their own product 
through their high street travel 
shops. On any scale of difficult 
life decisions a holiday ranks a 
long way behind a mortgage or a 
pension. The local travel agent 
should no more be required to be 
an independent adviser than 
Sains bury ”s should be forced to 
sell Marks & Spencer's own 
Christmas puddings. 


Coats Viyella 
and Courtaulds 
issue warnings 


COATS VIYELLA and 
Courtaulds Textiles, two of 
Britain’s largest clothing man¬ 
ufacturers, yesterday revealed 
the extent of the damage 
wreaked by the unusually 
mild autumn weather by issu¬ 
ing surprise profit warnings to 
their shareholders. 

For both companies, the 
months from August to the 
end of November are the four 
, most important of the finan- 
>daiyear. 

Traditionally, the quarter 
accounts for about two thirds 
of annual clothing profits and, 
therefore, the performance 
over file period is critical in 


By Sarah Bagnall 

determining profit levels for 
the full year. 

The companies yesterday 
said that the abnormal wea¬ 
ther during these crucial 
months was principally to 
blame for the warning that 
full-year profits would fail to 
match the levels achieved last 
year. The warm weather 
severely depressed demand 
for winter clothes, such as 
knitwear and coats. 

Textile companies have also 
been hft by rising raw materi¬ 
al prices, which they have not 
been able to pass on to their 
customers. Some easing in 
prices has begun to emerge. 


Buyback costs 
NatPower £260m 


By Chjusitoe Buckley 


NATIONAL POWER the 
UK’S largest generator, has 
spent more than £260 million 
in a surprise move to buy 
back, a chunk of its shares. 

The company, whose bid 
for Southern Electric is 
being Looked at by the Mo¬ 
nopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission, went into the 
market yesterday to buy 57 
million shares at 428p. The 
purchase, equivalent to 4.4 
per cent of its capital, was 
signalled at National Pow¬ 
er’s annual meeting but the 
tuning was unexpected. 

National Power is re¬ 
sponding to MMC inquiries 
over its wish to buy South¬ 
ern. A report is due from the 
commission by March 22. 
The company denied that 
ploughing £260 million into 
a buy bad; indicated that h 
had gone cold on the idea. A 
spokesman said: “It has 
always been our intention to 
buy back a proportion of the 
shares and now seemed a 
good opportunity with the 
price having fallen.” 

The share price has tum¬ 
bled since Ian Lang, Presi¬ 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
referred the bid for South¬ 
ern, along with that by 
PowerGen for Midlands 
Electricity, to the MMC. 

Hie buy-back will boost 


the earnings per share of 
National Power by between 
2 and 3 per cent This will 
make up for the fall in 
earnings caused by the gen¬ 
erator’s sale of three power 
plants, demanded by Profes¬ 
sor Stephen Uttlechild. the 
electricity regulator, to en¬ 
courage competition in gen¬ 
eration. National Power said 
that talks with four bidders 
were progressing and that a 
deal should be clinched by 
the end of MarCh, within the 
regulators deadline, for 
which the generator will be 
rewarded with an easing of 
price controls. 



Lang: referred bids 


The warnings prompted ana¬ 
lysts to cut their profit fore¬ 
casts. The news sent shares of 
Courtaulds Textiles, which is 
focused on clothing and fab¬ 
rics, down 24p at 373p. About 
25 per cent of the total sales of 
Courtaulds Textiles are to 
Marks & Spencer. 

However, shares of Coats 
Vryella, Britain’s biggest cloth¬ 
ing maker, slipped only ]p to 
169p. The shares were held up 
by the news, also released 
yesterday, that the search for a 
new finance director had been 
completed with the appoint¬ 
ment of Kirk Stephenson, who 
is currently finance director at 
Amersham International. Mr 
Stephenson, joins Coats Viyel¬ 
la in April, replacing Jeff 
Phillips who resigned in Sep¬ 
tember, after six months in the 
job. 

Neville Bain, chief executive 
at Coats Viyella, said profits 
before tax and exceptional 
items in the year to December 
31 are expected to be "slightly" 
below tiie lower end of market 
expectations. This prompted 
analysts to cut their forecasts 
from between El 47 5 million 
and £152 million to £142 
million to £145 million. This 
compares with last year’s pre- 
exceptional profit of £152.4 
million. 

Mr Bain said that profits 
from the Indian business were 
expected to fall, but that the 
thread business, which ac¬ 
counts for about half of total 
sales, was progressing well, as 
was its precision engineering 
operation. 

Forecasts for Courtaulds 
Textiles’s profit before tax and 
exceptional items were cut by 
up to £7 million, to £40 
million. Noel Jervis, chief 
executive, said: "We had a 
pretty good first half, but we 
have had a real problem in the 
autumn, when the weather 
was exceptionally warm.” 

The company said demand 
had picked up in the UK 
during December, but the 
results for the month will 
largely depend on the perfor¬ 
mance in France and America, 
which together account for 25 
per cent of sales. The group 
has been hit by depressed 
demand in both countries. Mr 
Jervis said the board expects to 
maintain the final dividend. 

Tempos, page 24 



Central Transport 
steers new course 


By George Sivell 


Francis Baron, flanked by a Beefeater and a Moon tie, hopes to protect First Choice profits 

First Choice 
banks on 

holiday cut - 

By Sarajh Bagnall 

F ? AN( :«2^?2^^ hief -?r THIS ANNOUNCEMENT APPEA 

utive at First Choice, said he 

hoped the decision by Britain's 
tour operators to cut the 
number of holidays on offer 
next summer by 1.5 million 

would be enough to boost the P 

company’s flagging profits. XYldlidSl C111C 

He said January would be 

the key month in determining WT J J 1 

whether the 15 per cent cut in l/VPfirl PI 

capacity would prevent » " VUUVl 

another summer of swingeing 
price cuts. 

He said that First Choice, 

Britain’s third biggest tour 
operator, was also cutting the 

commissions paid to travel _ _ - B 

agents, which will limit the tl rr 

size of discounts offered by VVOriklXlSi 

agents. Mr Baron made his O 

remarks as he reported a /• n/ 

slump in pre-tax profits from f~VT / MtYI 

£16J million to £1J million in VrJ. cWVI* / / HI 

the year to October 31. The 

decline, which included £1.1 ^ P J _ „ 

million of redundancy costs, (JILLlilvll 

was in line with expectations 

after a profit warning. # 

The company is dipping I l-f cpAl 1 X 

into reserves to help pay a LXA 

maintained final dividend of 

245p. which makes a total for P i .. , ^ 

the year of 3B5p. The dividend ^ I ■UC*lU 

is payable on April 12 Earn- ^ “ UV ' tUA * 

ings per share slipped from 
5.1p to a loss of 1.7p. The 

shares remained unchanged dll X Uxl 

at64p. 


CENTRAL Transport Rental, 
formerly known as Tiphook, 
told long-suffering followers 
yesterday that it “anticipated" 
presenting financial restruc¬ 
turing proposals to sharehold¬ 
ers during this financial year, 
which ends in April. 

The restructuring is likely to 
involve a heavy debt and bond 
swap for shares that would 
dilute the holdings of existing 
shareholders substantially. 

Yesterday. Central Trans¬ 
port reported a £128 million 
pre-tax loss in the six months 
to the end of October. Debts 
fell to £4828 million, support¬ 
ed by shareholders funds 
showing a £500.000 deficit 

The accounts were drawn 
up on a "going concern basis", 
which is only valid if the 
company continues trading 
for the foreseeable future and 
that the proposed reconstruc¬ 
tion goes ahead. In May 1998. 
the group has to repay $119.4 


million of US public bonds, 
which could not be paid 
without obtaining alternative 
borrowing facilities. The 
group’s banks have provided 
working capital facilities until 
May 11998. 

Ian Clubb, chairman, said: 
“The form of financial restruc¬ 
turing currently being pro¬ 
gressed would involve the 
conversion of a significant 
amount of the group's existing 
bond and bank debt into new 
ordinary shares." 

He added: “While there is a 
considerable amount of work 
to be done to agree details of 
such a restructuring — and 
until such an agreement is 
reached and documented 
there can be no certainty as to 
the outcome — shareholders 
should be aware that such a 
restructuring would involve a 
. significant dilution of their 
equity interests in the 
company.” 
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Cash from Warner-Lambert joint venture will repay debt 

Glaxo Wellcome sale to earn $lbn 


By Eric Reguly 

to sell eady last year. It distributed non- venture wifi be restructured to include 


ul urn- vi m jvw — 

'amer-Lamberi the American 
■ ni f jrats company, for $1 billion 
It is the first significant disposal 
axo bought Wellcome early this 
£92 button. 

loney wiD be used to pay on 
the debt taken on by Glaxo to 
the Wellcome acquisition. The 
icoroed the effort to reduce 
net debt which stands at about 
lion; the shafts, which were 
it gfilp in a faffing market before 
(ttocemenf, dosed at 878p. down 
joint venture being sold was set 
YcScome and Warner-Lambert 


tisterine, that woe produced by both 
companies. Sales are expected to exceed 
$1.6 bOHon this year. 

Glaxo said that the joint venture did 
not fit into its lon^tefm strategy: The 
company is more concerned with market¬ 
ing ovcr-the-ootmtervereions of prescrip¬ 
tion drugs than non-prescription drugs. 

Glaxo w£D keep its other joint venture 
with Warner-Lambert, which was 
launched in 1993 to market orer-th e- 
counfer versions of Glaxo’s prescription 
dregs. Profits from these " switched” 
dregs were shared equally, with Glaxo 
receiving a royalty on the rales. The joint 


counter version of Zovirax, a cream for 
cold sores. Sir Richard Sykes. Glaxo's 
chief executive, said: “We are pleased to 
announce agreement in principle to the 
establishment of a new, simplified rela¬ 
tionship with Warner-Lambert whereby, 
through a single joint venture, Glaxo wfll 
continue to develop over-the-counter 
op p o r tun ities for its research-based pre¬ 
scription products.” 

The company said It expected to 
complete the sale of the joint venture 
befor e next summer. 
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THIS ANNOUNCEMENT APPEARS AS A MATTER OF RECORD ONLY 

Management Buy-In of 
Weddel Swift Ltd 

Working capital facilities 
of £6.79m provided by 
Confidential Invoice 
Discounting Ltd. 
Structured, led and 
arranged by 

BARNES M EN2IES 

CORPORATE FINANCE 


Confidential Invoice Discounting Limited 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of International Factors 


International 

Factors 


INSTANT INCOME FROM INVOICES 

International Factors, 

Sovereign House, Church Street, Brighton BN1 1SS 
Tel: 0800 521371 Fac 01273 207651 
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Profit warnings test 
nerves of investors 


New York (midday): 
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INVESTORS in London 
struggled to regain their com¬ 
posure in volatile trading after 
the shock of Monday's 101- 
point tumble on Wail Street 
and profit warnings from 
some well known UK com¬ 
panies further tested nerves in 
a jittery City. 

An initial markdown was 
followed by widespread profit- 
taking in uneasy early trading 
ahead of Wall Street’s opening 
after the overnight slide in 
New York- Many investors 
simply decided to lock in some 
of file profits they have en¬ 
joyed after the recent bull run. 

Traders were additionally 
concerned about the possibili¬ 
ty of more program trades 
when trading resumed across 
the Atlantic. TTiere was also 
short-covering and uncertain¬ 
ty before the Federal Reserve 
Open Market Committee 
meeting on interest rates, 
while file US budget impasse 
continued. 

A 37-point fall for the FT-SE 
100 index at one point largely 
corresponded to the losses 
suffered in New York after the 
London market had closed on 
Monday. However, a mildly 
positive, if uncertain, start on 
Wall Street helped to bolster 
late London trading, although 
the next few days will be 
influenced by Wall Street's 
direction. Hie FT-SE 100 index 
partly recovered to end 19.2 
lower at 3,576.9. Volume, 
boosted by book-squaring and 
large one-off trades, reached 
827 million shares. 

Volume was boosted by a 
bumper block of 119.5 million 
shares in National Power, up 
2p to 429p, as it bought bade 57 
million of its own shares for 
cancellation, paying 428p a 
share in the market. The £44 
million deal is expected to be 
earnings enhancing, although 
it will increase gearing. When 
added to the 7.6 per cent 
bought earlier in the year from 
the Government, National 
Pbwer has reduced its market 
capital by 12 per cent. 

Elsewhere in the sector. 
PttwerGen gained I2p to 514p. 
boosted by reports of a Hum¬ 
ber electricity supply contract 
National Grid dipped Ip to 
199p. on heavy volume of 50.6 
million shares, with Salomon 
Brothers said to have been 
involved in a bought deal of 25 
million shares originating 
from Southern Electric of the 
US, which recently acquired 
South Western Electricity. 

Among banks. National 
Westminster stood out with a 
19*zp advance to 649p on 
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National Power bought back 57 million of its own shares 


confirmation of the sale of the 
group's US commercial and 
retail banking operations to 
Fleet Financial Group, a US- 
based financial services com¬ 
pany, in a $356 billion deal 
Elsewhere in the sector. Bank 
of Scotland fell 7 * 2 p to 277p, 
Barclays 5p to 751p. Lloyds 9p 
to S30p, Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land J7p to 568p and TSB 3p to 
392p. However, Abbey Nat 


9.9 million shares. Among 
other international companies 
with strong do liar-related in¬ 
terests. Cadbury-Schweppes 
fell I7p to 530p, BOC Group 
15p to 88 Ip, RTZ 16p to 930p, 
Standard Chartered 19p to 
546p. Bass 18*2p to 692^p. 
Siebe 16p to 766p, and Gener¬ 
al Accident which has a large 
exposure to US bonds, 20 p to 
623p. Glaxo Weflcome lost 


Shares in PolyMASC a biopharmaceutical company that 
intends to license products and processes to the pharmaceutical 
and medical diagnostics industry, made a healthy debut on the 
Alternative Investment Market. The shares raced to 152p, before 
settling at 129p, compared with a lOOp placing price. 


ional, which is expected to 
benefit from mortgage rate 
cuts, enjoyed an 8 p rise to 
627p, with dealers saying the 
stock has been oversold. 

The market was p leased 
with the move by BTR to sell 
Dunlop Slazmger, its sports 
equipment division, to 
CINVen in a deal worth more 
than £300 million. BTR rose to 
322hp before ending un¬ 
changed at 3l6p, on volume of 


20p to 865p in spite of news 
that it is restructuring its OTC 
joint venture with Warner- 
Lambert by selling Well- 
camels OTC interests to 
Warner-Lambert for £1.05 bil¬ 
lion. Zeneca fell 21 bp to £12.18 
in spite of US Food and Drug 
Administration clearance for 
its Zoladex treatment for 
breast cancer. 

High-yielding defensive 
blue-chip stocks weathered the 
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storm best. Hanson finned 
bp to 185p, on volume of 20 
million shares, while GEC 
climbed *ap to 3l7p. T1 2p to 
429p and North West Water 
7p to 587p. British Gas ad¬ 
vanced IQ'zp to 239hp, on 
volume of 18.6 million shares 
traded as investors decided 
that the worst was known 
after the appointment of a 
special negotiator to deal with 
take-or-pay contracts, while 
vague talk of a bid from Shell, 
down Sp to 834p, resurfaced. 

Courtanlds Textiles dived 
24p to 373p as brokers down¬ 
graded profit forecasts after 
file group issued a profits 
warning after a deterioration 
in trading conditions, unsea¬ 
son al weather and margin 
erosion. 

Coats Viyefla also said that 
its full-year dean pre-tax prof¬ 
it was expected to be slightly 
below the lower end of market 
forecasts. The shares dipped 
Ip to I69p. 

W Canning tumbled 18p to 
212 p after it issued a cautious 
trading statement and profits 
warning, while Earotberm 
fell 18p to 536p after accompa¬ 
nying higher full-year profits 
with a cautious statement on 
future growth. Laporte fell 
24p to 64Ip. depressed by 
negative noises from James 
Capel. 

But Vosper Thomycroft 
steamed 16p higher to 8Q3p on 
news that it is part of a 
consortium that has won a 
Royal Navy training contract 
through a joint venture with 
GEC Marconi. 

Stagecoach, the bus group, 
drove to an Up gain to 293p 
after it was awarded the South 
West Trains raD franchise for 
seven years, the first rail line 
to move into private hands. 

Tarmac rose 4**p to 109bp 
after a reiterated buy recom¬ 
mendation from SBC War¬ 
burg in the wake of the 
Wimpey asset swap. 
GILT-EDGED: Nervous 
overseas bond markets 
dragged gilts lower in thin 
trading, although domestic 
buying helped to trim losses. 
The March long gilt future 
ended 19 ticks lower at 
£109«32. on volume of 51.000 
contracts. Among convention¬ 
al stocks, shorts fell by up to 10 
ticks, but ultra longs 
underperformed and losses 
stretched to £V Index-linked 
fell ten ticks. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
shares were mixed in early 
trading. At midday, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 253 points at 5,077.74. 
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No riches, only rags 


TWO profit warnings from textile compa nies 
should have a sobering effect on any investor 
who thought the new year would bring cheer 
to the rag trade, hi fact, the outlook for profits 
is grim and there are good reasons to believe 
that by the end of 1996 there will be 
consideraWy fewer people employed in the 
industry in the UK than there are currently. 

Courtauid’s trading statement contained 
more news than that of Coats Viyella and was 
all the more alarming for it Weak sales of 
winter garments because of warm weather in 
the Autumn and the effect of the slow housing 
market on upholstery sales was hardly new. 
Likewise, comments about the state of the 
high street-from Marks & Spencer should 
have put investors on notice that CourtaukL 
which makes a quarter of its sales from M&S, 
would be suffering price pressure from its 


of destocking ta the 
are not filihig racks and shelves fast enough to 

need to be both fleet of foot and low m cost 
Cbats and Couriauids will benefit from-a- 
softening in the price of raw niatenab ne* 
year. However, there is no sign that die 

consumer is ready to ^ 

pressure is on the rag trade to seek louwosi 

solutions offshore. 


First Choice 


JUST as Britain’s tour opera¬ 
tors caused the holiday glut 
and collapse in profits, so the 
industry's salvation rests in 
their hands. Last summer 
was probably the worst on 
record for operators, who 
tore up the year’s profits in a 
frenzy of discounting as they 
attempted to shift unsold 
holidays. Industry net mar¬ 
gins fell from about 6 per 
cent to less than 2 per cent 
while file return at First 
Choke slipped below 1 per 
cent 

The big unknown is how 
the s umm er 1996 season will 
shape up. Early indications 
are far from favourable, with 
bookings down sharply in 
fiie run-up to Christmas. 
First Choice suffered a 14 per 
cent drop by the aid of Nov¬ 
ember, against a 30 per cent 
decline for the industry. 

Lower bookings prompted 


.a cut in capacity of about 15 
per cent — equating to 15 
million fewer holidays — in a 
bid to bring supply back in 
autumn bookings _ can be 
misleading: the key indicator 
is January which typically 
accounts lor about a quarter 
of sales. 

First Choice is not relying 
on the volume reduction to 
improve its profits. It has cut 


costs and improved the profit 
mix of by moving to higher- 
margin all-indusive holi¬ 
days. These now account for 
20 per cent of sales from nil 
last year. 

However, the outcome strii 
■depends on the. mood of 
consumers in the new year 
and cautious investors wffl 
keep First Choice oft the 
Christmas shopping list • 
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WELLCOME’S joint venture 
with Warner-Lambert was 
never a great success for the 
former company and Glaxo 
Wellcome has done well to 
exit from the arrangement 
with $1 billion in cash and a 
continuing joint venture 
through which to market 
medicines in over-the- 
counter form. 

The original Warner- 
Well come pint venture was 
more than just an agreement 
to sell Wellcome products 
and the latter company suf¬ 
fered an unexpected restruc¬ 
turing charge of £52 million 
when the joint venture was 
set up. However, the main 
setback far Wellcome was file 
failure to secure approval 
from the FDA for sale in the 
USA of its OTC version of 
Zovirax. The terras of the 
joint venture gave Wellcome 
half of the European profits 
but only 30 per cent of the 
profits in the United States. 
Approval for Zovirax would 
have increased WeUoome’s 


return from the joint venture 
and the medicine, which is 
still seeking US approval, 
will form part of the con tiling 
joint venture with Warner- 
Lambert. 

The OTC medicines being 
sold to Warner-Lambert had 
revenues of about $360 mil¬ 
lion and Glaxo has done well 
to achieve about 3 times sales 
in a transaction where there 
was no alternative buyer. 
The cash will help reduce 
some £33 billion of debt but. 
with interest cover of 15 
times. Clara was never 
under pressure. 


Eurotherm 


LIKE a corporate Santa; 
Eurotherm, the electronics 
company, comes bearing 
Christmas gifts. Yesterday, 
the company raised profits 
for the fifth consecutive year 
and looks set to deliver fore¬ 
cast profits of £40 million 
next year. 

Such an impressive perfor¬ 
mance has attracted flatter¬ 
ing City attention and Euro¬ 


therm shares sit on a hefty 
premium of 40 percent to the 
market multiple. Just re¬ 
ward, perhaps, for Claes 
Huffman, the chief executive, 
but a disincentive to invest in 
the shares. 

Unlike Santa. Eurotherm is 
growing up into a company 
that shareholders can still 
believe in. Some of the compa¬ 
ny's products have faced a de¬ 
layed market response and 
should continue to benefit 
from an upswing. Operating 
margins can be pushed up 
further, while Eurotherm’s 
strong cash generation should 
eastty support any ambitions 
to acquire businesses. 
Eurotherm continued to grow 
during the last recession, a 
record that should provide 
support for the shares when 
the cycle moves downwards 
again, as will a stronger prod¬ 
uct base. Next year’s forecast 
allows for a slowdown, a mar¬ 
gin of comfort that should 
keep investors holding the 
stock even at this high price. 


Edited by Carl Mortished 
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Casta: 28790-28*00 talk a«U>2694J3 Vot 4011825 
7O7.50-7CSLM 70bJ»-707JW 464JM 

1014X1-10150 1D79.0-I040B 1058375 

62MJ36235.0 tMUHdl&O 31830 

1654X3-165511 IM4XM68A5 3I184SO 

809OX38IOOJ) 8210X382200 81462 



Period 

Open 

High 

Low 

Sen 

Vol 

FT-SE 100 

Mar 9b _ 

35*5 JO 

35«M.O 

3558.0 

3584J0 

14048 

Previous open Inieresi: o7J!S 

Jun 96 _ 




3565X1 

1> 

FT-SE 250 

Mar ■*.. 




39600 

0 

Previous open interest. 1315 

Jun “to . 





0 

Three Month Sterling 

Dec 9S 

93.45 

93.-ft 

93.44 

9J.4S 

5360 

Previous open Interest: 402474 

Mar 96 _ 

93.78 

93J0 

917b 

93.79 

11057 


Jun <*> _ 

91.95 

93.ft 

9J.92 

91,94 

"858 

Three Mth Eurodollar 

Mar 96 _ 




94.59 

0 

Previous open interest: 0 

Jun 46 _ 





0 

Three Mth Euro DM 

Mar 90... 

96J5 

ft. 39 

96J3 

96J8 

225ft 

Previous open Interest: 017515 

Jun ft 

96.41 

9648 

96J8 

ft. 4 7 

|9ft0 

Long CQt 

Dev »5 _ 

110-21 

110-24 

109-28 

11006 

6794 

Previous open interest 148211 

Mai ft 

II04H 

1KM2 

raw 

109-25 

51623 

Japanese CovttH Bond 

Mar ft- 

I2I.3U 

121-40 

I2IJ4 

I2I-W 

2730 


Jun ft _ 

119.85 

(|OJ5 

1I9J5 

1 i«ur» 

50 

German Gov Bd Bund 

Mar ft . . 

98.48 

ft.75 

98.14 

98.55 

143653 

previous open (merest: 2(4452 

Jun ft .. 

97 JH 

«7.98 

97*0 

97J6 

275 

Three month ECU 

Mar ft.- 

94.90 

94.95 

9488 

94.91 

tfl 1 

Previous open interest: I6J95 

lurt ft ... 

95 JJQ 

95 AJ 

94.99 

9498 

60 

Euro Swiss Franc 

Mar ft - 

98JI 

98JS 

96.17 

98J3 

4421 

Previous open Interest 4iovs 

Jun ft _ 

■WJ4 

98L2S 

98.18 

9427 

1053 

Italian Govmt Bond 

MJrft.. 

105 70 

I06J8 

I05J5 


3U7o6 

Previous open Intense 49653 

Jun ft ... 




105.49 

D 


Australia __ 

Austria_ 

Belgium (Com)_ 

Canada__ 

Denmark __ 

Fftmce_— 

Germany__— 

Hong Kong_ 

Ireland_ 

Italy__ 

Japan _ 

Malaysia __ 

Netherlands_ 

Norway ___ 

Portugal_ 

Singapore- 

Spain_ 

Sweden--— 

Switzerland_ 


-... 1.3493-1.5502 

-iaio-io.il 

- 29.52-29.53 

-1J775-IJ780 

- 5.5675-55705 

- 4.9445-4.94SO 

-1.4369-1.4374 

- 7.7342-7.7352 

- 15945-15965 

- 1595.50-159000 

-10150-10155 

- 2.5425-2-5435 

- 1.6086-1.(096 

-6.348365558 

-150.76-150.93 

-1.4135*1.4145 

-122.18-12223 

-6.6164-66239 

-1-1535-1.1545 


Dec 19 Deri* 
midday dose 


Dec 19 Dec n 
midday dose 


OTHEii.sTEpfcrrafr 


MONEY RATES (%) 


rHFFE OPTIONS 


Base Rales: Chairing Banks Vi Finance Hse 7 

Dbronnt Market Loans: o; night high: b 1 . Low 6*. Week fixed: 

Treasury Bills (Di&Buy: 2 mth 6V: 3 mth o’a . Sell: 2 tnth b’.; 3 mUi: 6*a. 


Call* Pot* 

_ Series Jan Apr id Jan Apr Jnj 

BAA- 4W 23 JS'i 4J J 9 15 

(•4781 WO 4 14 22-1 23>, 284 M 

Thuno W 550 22 40 « 8 164 Jl 

«6I4) 603 J 19 254 40 444 (Ci 


BAT [ml 500 
(-SUM 550 

BT*- 300 

mu 330 
Br Aero— 750 

ms 800 

BrTelcm. 3JO 
(*3411 3fO 


20 if' 3b 
22 JS 30 


Feb May Ana 
524 574 U 4 124 30 

20 It 4 » 1*4 3S 44 

22 2S 30 24 84 II 

6 9 IVi 164 25 27 

J74 U 71 234 U 464 

16 314 484 S3 664 744 
16 23 204 9 114 |9 

44 10 16 29 M J7 


_ Scries 

Abby Nai_ (CO 
r6271 650 

brand... 200 
(-21541 230 

Eirdav.._ ICO 
f74S»4 15D 

BlneOrc. wo 

(-3241 

Brens_220 

raau 240 

□brans— 390 
P4I9) 420 

Font_ JOB 


Cab Pat* 

Or Mar Jen PccMar Jan 

IP, 48 58 04 20 30 

04 214 3Tt M 47 57 

»5*i 244 JI 0 b 8*i 


I 13*i 21 
4V. til 74 
6 yr, 444 
24 TV IP, 

1 16 20 

184 2b 294 

(4 14 I d*: 
29 414 524 

2 244 35 

Of: 37 40 

Pi 16 W 


5 144 17 

0 14 214 

54 344 04 
0 5 114 

64 17 26 

0 4 8 

24 ll'j 164 


Local Antborky Dtps 
Stariiiig CDs 
Dollar CDs 


Itnlfa 

2 mill 

3 mill 

6mtfa 

12 mth 

d'Wc 

F'trff. 

b'r»-6‘» 

Vu-Vk 


6"n-b u u 

Vrtfrn. 

6 l r-b’» 

b'rb’n 

tfu-6'., 

6k. 

b'rb'- 

65#. 

GW* 

6*^6'q 

6 'm 

n/a 

6 ‘h 

6*. 

b'k 

6 , 'it 6 “b 

6 ,, rr6 u u 

b , »-6 n u 

6*11-6'u 


S.79 

n/a 

5.68 

5.55 

550 

b"u-6'i. 

b'V-b'V 

b •w4»"o 

6"«-6‘. 

6'e* 1 . 


I Argentina peso*- 

Aunralla dollar-- 

Bahrain dinar_ 

Brazil real'__ 

China yuan_ 

Cyprus pound _ _ 

Finland rnarMca_ 

Greece drachma - 

Hong Kong dollar — 

India rupee- 

Indonesia rupiah — 
Kuwait dinar KD — 

Malaysia ringgit - 

New Zealand dollar ... 

Pakistan rupee -- 

Saudi Arabia rtyal — 

Singapore dollar_ 

S Africa rand (coral 

U A E dirham- 

Barclays Bank GTS 1 


- 1.5437-1.5463 

-2XOCfl-2-0837 

-a5740-03860 

-- 1.4978-125026 

-I1L00 Buy 

- 06990-0.7000 

- 6.5900-67060 

-361.25-368-25 

— 11.9323-11.9416 
- 53.37-54.33 

— 3487.00-3555.60 

-(14555-0.4655 

- 3.9226-3.9267 

-2J644-2J670 

- 52.73 Buy 

--5J425-5A605 

-2.1810-2.1833 

-5J93Q-5.6950 

- 5.5900-5.7140 

* Lloyds Bank 


AMP Inc 384 J74 

AMS Oo rp 7r. 7J4 

AT • T bfi 654 

Ah boa Ubi 414 414 
Athanonl Mien* 174 17 

Aetna LWe 704 TD4 

Atunuuan (HJ) 26 »4 

Air Prod 6 Cbem 53 534 

AUToacta Comm ?7 274 

AlbenoCutver B 354 36 

AibensoK4 334 334 

Akrui Alnmnm 314 31 
Aha srandaid 454 454 

Allied Signal 47 474 

Alum Co at Am 544 534 
Amu GoM Inc 74 74 

Amerada Hess ST. 49 . 
Aidet Brands 444 444 
Amer a ftraw W, Vf, 
Amcr Express 414 41 
Amer Ccnl Carp 334 334 
Amer Home Pr 964 974 
Amer bid 924 934 

Amer Sums a?. 264 
Amer Sum dam 2V, 304 
Amcrtwui 584 584 

Amoca Wi W< 

Anbftuer-BuKh w. 664 
Apple Co 01 paler JJ. J2‘. 
Artier Daniels 174 174 
Arrnrn 54 S4 

Arms rag WrM 624 or- 
Asanas 304 3r 

Aablond (Ml 354 35>. 

All BkJldckl I LB ICW. 

Aims Dora Pro 714 724 
ATCay Dennison 474 48 

Avon Producu 764 Try, 
Baker Hughes 234 244 
Bamm Cm a £j zr, 274 
Bone One 374 J74 

BankAmerka 634 63 

Bank of NT 474 474 
Bankers TT wy 664 67 
bran unto w. jjy, 
Bnisdi A Lamb y?. yr, 
Buaer I ml 40>. 41 

Bean uusnsn 724 734 
Bdl Atlantic 674 664 


Gasman Kodak 654 664 
Eaton Cixp 544 54 
Emerson Eke 774 .784 


Engeflaand Osip 214 


E nron c arp 
Entergy 
Ethyl Carp 
Exxon 
PMC Cbip 
FPL Group 


Federal F-iproi 72*. 72 


FU Ns Mlgt III'. 1104 

Flnr uuostaie 1364 135 

First Union Buy 7 7 

Fter FW Grp 39*. K 

Fluor CWp 644 654 

Ford Motor 284 284 

GTB Corp 434 434 

Cannot 594 w. 

Cap I DC DO 424 45*. 

Gen Dynamics «Pi or, 

Gen □carle 714 72*, 

(Jen Mills 584 574 

Gen Moan SOS 504 

Gen Ketauunno! 1544 1544 
Gen signal Mh 11s 

Genuine Pam «F> 4ff. 

Gemgia Pm 664 664 

GLUeOc 524 52-. 

Glam WeBc ADR 27 274 

Gaodridi on 67 664 

Goodyear Tire 444 444 

Glare (warn 58*. S74 

Cfl AU Puc Tea 23 1 . 27. 

Gnear w«n no 254 254 

HaUHMron 47*. 474 

Harenun General 414 
Hftau (HJ) 33*. 33*. 

Hercules 5o4 56’. 

Henhey Fonda u bti. 

Hevtetr Packard *P. 77s 

Hltaotl Hotels MS ttr. 

Home Depot 45 454 




FT-SE VdLUMfeS 


Bdl loduarrlei 22 214 


31 787 

ASDA Cp -4603 
Abbey Nd 5.300 
Allied Dom JJXJO 


r# If, ts 1 , 
0 4 74 

3 U'i » 


EUROPEAWWONEY DEPOSITS (%> 


APgns 523 

Argyll Cp 3X00 

AB Foods 3.800 

BAA 2,100 


5D0 

44 

40 

585 

7. 

19*1 

24 

Tarmac_ im 

ft 

135 

165 

0 

35 

6 

591 

185 

24 

35 

Jtf, 

♦5 

495 

now 

110 

1 

8 

II 

15 

7, 

II 

420 

425 

485 

S3 

3 

85 

12 

Hi (intern. 

160 

2 

V, 

115 

1 

V, 

125 

460 

15 

23 

29 

14 

255 

2* 

ri6i5i 

in 

0 

3 

5 

185 

Ift 

3,5 

300 

ZJ 

295 

34 

3 

b 

105 

Lonrtlo_ 

160 

17 

20 

24 

0 

25 

5 

33(1 

V, 

125 

175 

165 

Ift 

25 

ri77i 

in 

1 

8 

13 

35 

II 

135 

in 

ID 1 , 

12 

14 


Vi 

85 

Sean- 

ICO 

I 

65 

8 

1. 

4 

65 

191 

5 

— 

— 

(1 

— 

— 

, PK0il 

no 

0 

25 

35 

ft 

(O, 

13 

IW 

19 

225 

27 

a. 

5 

7 

! Ttara Eml IS» 

39 

M> 

1225 

ft 

35 

47 

180 

7 

II 

IA 

95 

13 

16 

(*15385) 

1603 

(1 

40 

73 

615 

W5 

99 

160 

Wi 

205 

235 

2 

5 

65 

TbmUtu- 


ft 

165 

23 

ft 

9 

115 

IW 

9, 

IL 

10 

13 

M 

145 

16 


280 

05 

75 

135 

12 

20 

"•AH 


Currency 

7day 

1 mth 

?nrih 

6 tnth 

Can 

Dollar 

5V55 

S 1 ’™-",, 

5"«r5 , ia 

S'V5'» 

Wi 

Dnibiliaurfc 

V*3Tm 

4'm-Tm 

3 H 9-"i. 


45*25 

French Franc 

5'a.-4"» 

5'^4”- 

55-5 

5*-r5'- 

55-45 

Swift Franc 

IVT. 

2-1*. 

I'W 

I'V". 

2-1 

Yob 

5-*. 

•i-*. 

5-5 

'r*. 

nia 


BAT IndS S.5C0 


GOLD/PRECIOUS METALS (Baird & tk>) 


(*2DI'4 210 

PrudemlAl jmj 
P4121 m 
8«Uand_ 360 
M77) 300 

R4tflJ«_ (to 
PI 73 ISO 
Tara— iso 
(7U) 303 

Vodafone. 200 
PUD ZB 
Williams. 300 
PJIM 330 


210 6 114 15*: IJ4 14 1* 

lAl W 3Z4 37 44': S': 15 20 
-U0 15 21 29 184 ay. M'i 

I- 360 27 36 394 6-j 15 18 

340 II 30 244 a r. 31 34 

- 160 16 104 22*: t: 6 7’.- 

I® 5 8 13 114 I6>: 18 

280 (9 234 274 9, (04 ij 

303 84 124 174 144 *4 04 

*. 330 184 244 284 5 8 10 

no tf, I* IBS 14 174 Vh 

s. 300 23 28 Wi 2 *i >4 10 

330 6 11 (44 154 234 2S4 

FT-SE INDEX (-3573) 

3450 3500 3550 3603 3650 37W 


TSB_300 

POT'J 4» 


84 17S 3 26 274 
0 54 Wi 45 48 


Bflffion: Open S388JQ-388J0 dose I387.75-388JZ5 High: f.384i>388JO 
Low: J387.40-387.Q0 AM: *388.00 PM: *388.10 


_ Series Jan Apr III Jan Apr ltd 

GUaoWeUBW 384 574 71'1 B*. 284 37 

1*8764) WO 12 31 47 31 544 63 

HSBC-950 46 74 87 II 49 50 

pwil WOO 194 474 62 33 6b4 754 

newer_ 550 25 414 S3 /*. 22 zr, 

(Wil MB 4 18 294 37 49 M4 


KWBOTMd *387.75-389.75 (USaSO-aSL 5« 

PUtiniim: S4iai33(L2t>5J5) Silver JS.17 (L3345) Patkuflaju: *132.50(185^0) 


STERLING SPOT AND FORWARDMFES 


_ Series Jaa Aar Jri J« Apr Jri 

Rtqiltru. 360 20 314 384 5 20 25 

(*3731 3W 6 18 Z5 JiT, XT, 424 


_ Seriro PwMar Jaa P«Mnr Jua 

Flwns _2MJ 44 44 104 04 V, V, 


134 

« 

5ft 

B 

17 

- 

C»4J 280 

0 

0 

D, 

16 lb 

lb 

157 

lift 

ST. 


375 

215 

Scries FcbMay 


FcbMay 


!® a 

J49 

m 

W; 

W 


Easiera Gposo 


Wi 

- 

ft ft 

- 

— 

IH 


128*1 


82 

P972 1 ,) low 

0 

25 

— 

JJ 1 , 33 

— 

13 

m 

41 

67 

100 


Saks Dec Mar Jan DccMar Jaa 

27 

39 

575 

8ft 

nip. 

147. 

Nail Po.Y_ 43) 

ft 

Iff. 

40 

ft ft 

21 

42 

565 

745 

97, 

125 


1*429) 460 

0 

Ift 

21 

31 33*. 

435 

61 

79 

97, 

1235 



Seal Pwr_. 330 

20 

TJ 

39. 

0 45 

65 

- 

HJ75 

- 

141 


203 

raw 360 

- 

125 

2i 

25 IV, 

185 


Mta Rates far Dec f) 

Amsterdam_ 

Brussels_ 

Copenhagen- 

Dublin- 

Frankfurt_ 

Lisbon...-.. 

Madrid__ 

Milan_ 

Montreal- 

New York __ 

Oslo__ 

Paris- 

Stockholm__ 

Tokyo-...... 

Vienna.. 

Zurich-- 

SaanxExud 


2.4666-2.4867 

45^7-45.65 

8J3Q04L6090 

0.96454.9646 

2J0QD-122O) 

231XW-233.J7 

187.66-188.43 

2453.9-1465.V 

2.1189-2.1 

1^384-1.5440 

9.746090(140 

7.58JQ-7A4H3 

10.166-10232 

I56J2-I57-1I 

l5.49X5.blH 

1.772b-1.7*24 


Close 1 mouth 3 month 


2.4835-2.4867 Vipr IVl'.pr 

45J5H5A5 IMpr 33-27pr 

8J87O8JO90 I W.pr 3V24pr 
0966*0.9693 9*pr 24-|npr 

i2l6i-2j]«H '.-Apr I'i-I4pr 

232JI-Z33.14 J2-59ds 111-1550* 

188.38-188.67 42-52di I27-I44ds 

24b 1.9-2465.9 8-IOdS 24-2605 

2.1217-21248 ai30JJ5pr CLZS-aMpr 

1.5420-121430 QJW)XJ7pr 021KL2Spr 

9.79609^110 M-pr 2'r2'.pr 

7.b23>7J»350 Vipr 2-l'ipr 

IO2CFH0 l 232 l » J <dS 'rVds 

I5u.t«-I57 22 l J ipr 2V2'*pr 

15.591-15*18 Vtpr t-'.pr 

1.7779-1.7807 Vjpr 2-f.pr 

Premium • pr. Discount - as 


BOC 7J3 

BP 4,400 

BSJtyQ 1.909 

BTR 10X100 

BT 7.600 

Bk a( scot 1.700 
Barclays 3.903 
Bass 1,503 

Blue aide 2400 
BOMS 858 

BAe 1000 

BA 2J00 

Bril Gas 20,000 
Brit Steel b,400 
Burma!) Cstl 1.600 
Burton 9joo 
cable wire 4 JTO 
Cadbury 5,400 
Carlton Cms 1300 
cm Union i.ioo 
Cookson 7-jnn 
Counaulds 2X00 
Enterprtill 1.100 
For A Obi IT 1JOO 
Fom* 2«o 
GKN 610 

ORE IJOO 

CUS 3.900 
Cen ACC I.0M 
Gen Elec 6.700 
Glaxo Wc« S-800 
Granada 923 
Grand Met 3.400 
Guinness 2300 
HSBC 5300 
Hsuison 21JOOO 
ICi 2800 

KlnRllsher 3.J00 
LASMO B47 

LadhroJtf 7^00 
Land Secs ijtxj 


Lc^ai b Gn 1.700 
Lhtyds Bk 4300 
Marks Spr 5.700 
NMWSI BK 7.000 
Nil Grid 51.000 
Nat Power 120X100 
NW Water 940 

pao i.wo 
Pearson lbOQ 
Pi (kin^5on 6.900 

PdwerGen 3300 
Prudential 3.200 
REXAM 4JJU0 
RMC 859 

RTZ 2200 

Rank Org 2-500 
RwWnQ>l UBO 
Red land 1,700 
Reed (ntl IXGO 
Rentokll 1,100 
Reuiers 3300 
Rolls Royce 4-200 
Royal Ins 1.400 
RylBkSrot 2-300 
Salnsbury 3^00 
Schraders 59 
Bool & New 2300 
Scot Power 2,100 
Svni Trent 36? 
Shell Trans 7,400 
Siebe 1300 
SmKl Bdi 4300 
Smith Npta 4300 
Smiths Inds 919 
Sihern Elec 47S 
Std Chand 2.700 
Sun All nee i.ooo 
Ti Gp 1300 
TSB I6JXO 

TateAlyle 1.100 
Tesco 6.000 
Thames w IJOO 
Thm EMI 2.600 
Tomldns 2J00 
Unilever 2joa 
Vodafone 9300 
Whitbread 1.700 
Wllmv Hid 1.100 
Wobrlcy 4300 
Zeneca 1.800 


BcUSnuUi *2-1 tr, 

Black 8 Decker 34-. 
nock mom 4iv 4i 
SS* 1 * , 75 7T. 

Babe Cascade 331, j[>, 
Bitsot Myn Sq Be, B5H 
Browning Rents at, 2» 
BnuuMt* 2]^ 21*, 
Buitlngton Kthn 74 1 . 75", 
□HA Flnandol 114 1141, 

CPC lAU 711, 7|% 

CSX 87 8b 1 . 

Campbdl Soup 5 », «f, 
Can Fad IK ir. 175 
cpd dues ABC la 123', 
Carolina pwr m > 
Ouaplllar Sir, 571. 
Genual ft SW 2r, zr. 
Champion mu jr, 40s 
Chase Manhn w, 
CbemfcaJ Bk 5?, 571, 
Cheraro carp sm sy, 
Chiyilrr Sh. S3'. 

Chubb Corp qPi qg<. 
□gna Corp I0t’. iob>, 
dnraip 66 65 

Oorot 755 75 

coaiui Corp w. w. 
Coca cou tt. 77-. 


Hcroqmca 451 45 

HtaKbold InU 575 56’, 
Uouston Indj »'■ 24-. 
Humana is 1 . 26, 

ITT (tep I17>w 118 1 . 

nil note Tool 5n-. 

Mblon tt. tt. 

fWOO , 355 

IntaroU Rand M-. w\ 
Inland Stta 24 1 . 25*. 
mta crop S9K si>. 

Ultl Pbv * f r stF, 505 
inn Pi per w. w. 
James Rt*er va 23 255 

Jbnsii a Jhnsn 885 895 

Mloeg 785 78>. 

Ken'McCce 59, s»5 
HiDbertyctauk 7b 76 
Kmart 6 b 

KSSS“* m 

Lilly (Ell) lay, «*?, 

D ml led Inc 175 17*. 

Llntnln Ntu 515 515 
LUtan 42 1 . 425 

Uz OaDMrae a. m 
!**he« Martin 755 775 
inoman a Fu 235 2v, 
Ha Comm 285, 265 
Marriott im J75 %5 
Man* ft McLon tr. 885 
“^Corp 295 Z95 - 


Sraoup 165 165 

Srtwrtng Pkmgn - S5 1 . 565 

sctalumbeiKer w. 675 

Seagram 345 M5 

SOUS Roebuck 365 3H5 

sbdi Tram tv, nr. 

Stietwln WQmi 395 39 

SKyllne Crop 195 145 

SDap-On-TOoll 455 445 

soulbern Co . 245 Jft 

sprint ttnp 405 345 


». 595 
7b 76 
6 b 
635 635 
IQS’, HB5 
175 17*. 

S15 515 
42". 425 

». 195 


Stmtzun 
Supere ahi 
Sysco Corp 
TRW Inc 
TCC Indi 
Tuidein Con 
T andy C rop 

Tdedyne 


Tessro 
Texas ins 
T erns i mm 
Textron 


May Dept a 


CntSJie-PilrtxiIhrr 725 7T. 

Columbia Cat 4J-, «>, 

COluoUrtmCA SI5 si 

Ounpaq GtHIip 47 1 . 455 

Comp AB IlU 575 565 

CO"**? 405 40". 

Con rail <45 66!, 

cons Edison 31 », 

Cons Nat Gas 445 445 

Cooper iruU «s 355 

Cwetate 375 37s 

Coming me fly, xt, 

Crown ort *i 40 

Dana Corp 305 TT. 

nytofi Htutano 745 745 

Deere Tr. w. 


TWhea 
Tordmura 
Toys R m 


It*. 108*. 
US5 115 
»■ 79-. 


Delia Air Lines 73 75 1 , 


Mute Corp zr, 27 

Detroit Ed bon 141. M . 

nWtal Bquh> tf*: 575 

DUIanl Dept a 275 3ip, 

Dbney (Wtlu 505 S05 

Dwnlnkm Ita 415 415 

Dnnelley (Ml 37 jt. 

nmer Carp 365 jt, 

Dow Chemical yr. yy, 

Dow Jona ». 

Dresser 2A 

Duke Fewer 475 

Dun ft Bnhtrect MS 8J5 

DU font Of, lyj,. 


MdJonndl b 875 so 

Mead Corp ta, si 

Mrdmmlc s£i 575 

Mdk* Mt srl 52 

MririUe Corp 28*. 3 a. 

Inc 6 ft 645 

MtbriUlpeta 505 505 

piiomun gj 

WnjfMMMUle 68 tip. 

M0M1 Carp I Off. 1Q8*. 

“""“nut 1JS5 us 

Mmwn UP) so. 795 

MMmJt lltt 575 56*. 

n® Semi 225 225 

NaUSeretcofod 325 S 

W KJ5 105 

NYTlIMJA 395 295 

WIIW B 64 615 

™L lndasaies 125 125 

JJmmi Ene«H 85 ft 
Nordstrem 405 401. 

SOim 77 7%, 

Nibo state pwr 485 48*. 
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Can South Africa match the 
‘tigers’ of South-East Asia? 


CITY 

DIARY 

-♦ - -- 

Mince pies . 
on the line 

THE Docklahds light 
Railway has not made its 
name by spreading good 
cheer. But yesterday, the 
railway, which serves Ca¬ 
nary Wharf and London’s 
Docklands, managed to 
bring a Christmas smile to 
commuter— by serving up 
minte pies to rush-hour 
passengers. The festive 
gesture, ai Bank station, 
was appreciated, and the 
ticket checker was later 
greeted with some warmth 
rather than the usual 
grudging response 

FL ! RTHER in our series 
about Christmas cards 
comes one from the Insti¬ 
tute of Chartered Accoun¬ 
tants in Engiand and 
Wales that bears the 
message "Beware of False 
Profit ?*. 

Out of view 

MEANWHILE, recipients 
of Rad track’s Christinas 
card may. wonder just 
what message the com- 
' pany is trying to send oat 
Rail track's card sports a' 
photograph, captioned 
Misty Blue, taken by Johii 
Bracken, a signalman. The 
scene depicts "the view., 
from Wye Signal box near 
Ashford, Kent” — and 
shows no trains, fog over¬ 
head or snow on the line. 

Guidelines 

FIRST-TIME visitors tq 
Singapore,- .where .Nick 
Leeson is currently in resi- - 
dence. should take heed,of 
advice handed out to tour¬ 
ists on arnvaL u Fines are 
imposed for, littering.' 
smoking in prohibited 
places, hot Bushing the 
toflet. road hoggings uri¬ 
nating in lifts, selling 
chewing gum." ■ - t 


Foreign investors are 
waking up to the 
possibilities, but 
remain cautious, 
says Joanna Pitman 



O ne of the last wild frontiers. 

That is how an American 
investment banker 'de¬ 
scribed the African Conti¬ 
nent as. a punt for those interested in 
the rawest kind of high-risk, high- 
reto'm investment. If you consider that 
South-East Asia. Latin America, India 
. and China have been “emerging" for 
some time now, that does indeed leave 
only Russia and Africa as die last 
frontier investments. 

However. South Africa, classified as 
part of the African emerging market 
stands out as something of an anoma¬ 
ly. Economically, it is an unusual 
hybrid of first and third worlds. It has 
a sophisticated infrastructure and 
.highly developed business and finani 
rial services sectors at one extreme and 
mass poverty at the other. 

Eighteen months on since the elec¬ 
tions that replaced the white oligarchy 
with black majority rule. South Africa 
is still in transition — politically, 
socially and economically. This is not 
unexpected, but it does militate against 
a sudden flood of confident inward 
investment South Africa can offer the 
potential of sustainable above-average 
growth and the potential for hjgh net 
returns. But there is also great uncer¬ 
tainty about that potential being real¬ 
ised. Since the lifting of sanctions, 
foreign investors have been waking-up 
to the possibilities, encouraged by the 
abolition of foreign-exchange controls, 
but in most sectors, the/ have been 
cautious, waiting for firm indicators of 
stability and growth. 

The basic economic indicators are 
. mixed. Compared with mature industri¬ 
al economies, South Africa's growth rate 
. has been respectable since its recovery 
in 1992 from its worst recession. GDP 
growth has hovered around 3 per cent 
for tiie-past three years and is on track 
for a further 3 per cent growth this year. 
However, when tiie country's rapid 
population growth is taken into account, 
per capita income grcrwtii foils short of 
that of mature, economies. Unemplcy- 
' merit runs at 45 per cent, the budget 
deficit sfonds at 5L8 per cent of GDP, and 
inflation is running at 9 per cent 
■ However, looking more dosely at the 
corporate sector, ‘where much of the 
grciwth potential lies. South Africa is 
wdl served with large companies with 
multinational ambitions, over 50 of 
which have market capitalisations of 
more than $1 billion and between them 
.account far 20 per cent of‘all large 
companies in emerging markets 
worldwide. There are also 26 foreign 
firms employing staffs of more than 
1,000. Lortrho is-the largest with 
2X000, followed by Volkswagen, which ' 
employs 8,000. 

The Johannesburg Stock Exchange 
is strong and. has been building 
liquidity since its own “trig bang" on 
November 8. .Thus, like London's, 
allowed corporate entities and foreign 
firms ■ to become members, enabled 
. brokers and market-makers to operate 




President Mandela at the now stronger Johannesburg Stock Exchange 


together, and abolished fixed commis¬ 
sions. The open cry system is scheduled 
to change over to screens next March. 
The big bang prompted a flood of 
foreign investment interest and a spate 
of tie-ups with South African brokers 
by European brokers including James 
Capd, Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, SG 
Warburg and Smith New Court, now 
owned by Merrill Lynch. At least ten of 
the foreign brokers have set up Africa 
funds such as Morgan Stanley’s $230 
million fund listed in New York. 

Johannesburg’s stock exchange is 
ranked tenth in the world in market 
capitalisation and liquidity levels since 
big bang have reached 8-10 per cent 
with a daily turnover of up to 500 
million rand. Business confidence is 
good, the country has a reasonable 
skills base, a sophisticated banking 
sector, a broad natural resource base, 
efficient transport and communica¬ 
tions. low-cast energy and labour and 
the potential emergence of a burgeon¬ 
ing blade consumer market. The 


domestic market numbers 39 million 
and is growing fast If there were ten- 
nation Southern African Common 
Market today, it would have a popula¬ 
tion of 125 million. And with the South 
African Government’s ongoing recon¬ 
struction and development pro¬ 
gramme, spending power and demand 
for goods should increase quickly. It is 
this last factor that has prompted the 
World Bank to state that South Africa 
has the potential to match the South- 
East Asian 'tigers’ in economic growth. 

“Of course, it takes time for percep¬ 
tions to change. South African com¬ 
panies are being forced to become 
more competitive, more international. 
There are a lot of potential opportuni¬ 
ties here" says John Morris, head of 
research at Smith Borkum. formerly 
Davis Borkum Hair and now owned 
by Merrill Lynch. But there are many 
socio-economic issues that could hold 
back the realisation of all this potential. 
Unemployment runs at levels far 
higher than 45 per cent in the black and 


coloured townships, there is a severe 
lack of skills among the dispossessed 
masses, and crime and violence figures 
make grim reading. While political 
violence has largely abated, street 
crime driven by drug gangs is virtually 
endemic in large cities. In the Gauteng 
region, the industrial and mining 
heartland with a population of ten 
million, for example, there were 2.493 
murders and 22.038 robberies reported 
in the first six months of this year. The 
police are overstretched, underpaid 
and possibly inadequately trained. 

Politically, the country is still riding on 
the euphoria of its peaceful democratic 
elections, but the coalition between 
President Mandela and FW de Klerk, 
Second Deputy President, is undermined 
by such a degree of uncertainty that 
flashpoints, for example the publication 
next May of a new constitution, could 
prompt realignments. Investors natural¬ 
ly question the outcome of a post- 
Mandela political transition, anxious 
that the coalition relies too heavily' on his 
personal reputation of integrity: but local 
political analysts point out that there is 
no shortage of credible candidates to 
replace him. including Thabo Mbeki, the 
First Deputy President, who has won 
respect at home and abroad. 

And the economy appears to be in 
surprisingly good hands. Given that 
not long ago the ANC was theoretically 
in favour of a command economy, the 
new Government has surprised many 
with its fiscal prudence. Schooled in the 
IMF approach to macroeconomics, the 
ANC has with its first two budgets, 
established its economic governing 
credentials displaying tight fiscal and 
monetary policies. 

Desmond BUimenfeld, professor of 
economics at Brunei University, said: 
“The Government has done little Dr 
nothing to damage its credentials. It's 
been a remarkable performance. 
They've been very pragmatic in saying 
they can only invest what they can 
afford." But if the Goverment has an 
acceptable idea economically of what to 
do, the question remains whether it can 
implement its ideas effectively while 
maintaining its fragile stablflity. 

This is what appears to be holding 
back new large-scale direct investors. 
None is rushing in, but American firms 
that disinvested in the 1980s are coming 
back, particularly since the US Govern¬ 
ment is officially encouraging investment 
in South Africa as one of its top ten 
emerging markets. One American bank¬ 
er said: “A lot of the new investment is by 
firms which sold out in the late 1980s. 
They know the business." 

PepsiCo for example, has bought 
back into the marker and now has a 50- 
50 venture with a local food company. 
Since the early 1990s. European firms 
including Alcatel, of France, and 
Vodafone, of the UK. have either 
reinvested or put in fresh investment 
BMW, which remained in the sanc¬ 
tions era, has also increased its 
investment 

Asian investors are being courted 
actively. South Korea has begun to 
invest in electronic assembly plants 
and Malaysia in property ventures. 
Taiwan, one of the few countries to 
maintain full.diplomaric and commer¬ 
cial ties during the sanctions era. is 
also seen as a major potential investor. 
A state-owned Chinese company an¬ 
nounced a $70 million investment in a 
chrome mine last week, but such direct 
investments creating new capacity and 
new jobs are still few and far between. 


“Tennis anybody?” '. j 

Heads or tails . 

JOHN RITBLAT* the art- 
loving chairman, secure? i 
- my rate for. brightening up V t 
British Land's interim re- J 
port, out yesterday,-with a , J 
front and back coyer pic- ] 
ture of works by George : 
■ Stubbs. Ritbiat chose fox- I 
hounds, - and, reflecting - i 
British Land’s half-time j 
results, bas appended the . : 
caption “Heads down tails f t 
up at the interim stage”.*' .< 
Whatever can be in, store 
for year-end results? *• ' 1 

Pat on bade? j 

ABN Apiro Hoare Govett .. * 
is really asking for it The .. 5 
firm’s smaller companies i 
team has sent clients a ‘ i 
festive quEt and answers 1 
to the dues are the names 1 
of the companies the firm t 
researches. The tie-breaker * J 
is not more than 12 words 
to the . statement: ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett is my 
favourite broker because. * ] 
... City Diary is promised 
sight of printable, client 1 

responses % Friday. S 


Lloyd’s external members entitled to expect their interests to be defended 


prom Mr M. tfeeny’ 

Chairman.. 

Litigating Navies’ Committee 
Sir, Hie recent letter from' 
Mr Hiscox (December 15) 
shows.a surprising lack of 
knowledge of the Recon- 
stniction and Renewal pro¬ 
posals, for which he' has 
some responsibility as a 
current member of ■ the 
. Council of Lloyd’s. 

* It. is not correct to state 
that, the proposed offer is 
three times the amount that 
litigants' could hope to 
achieve- in court, since a 
substantial part of it will go 

to non-litigants and the de¬ 
fendants and their insurers ' 
have already reserved over a 
Hflion pounds in their own, 
accounts -to meet the liti¬ 
gants’ damns,. 

Neither is it correct to 


suggest that the Council of 
Lloyd's should be like a board 
of directors. There are sepa¬ 
rate constituencies represent¬ 
ed on the council with working 
members electing working 
members, such-as Mr Hiscox, 
and external members elect¬ 
ing external members, such as 
myself. 

External members have suf¬ 
fered enormous losses in re¬ 
cent years and many feel that 
the council has faded to pro¬ 
tect them. 

The external members are 
entitled to expect that those 
they. elected should defend 
their interests cm the ooundL 
Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL DEENY. 
Otaiiman, . 

. litigating Names’ Committee. 
60 Bedwin Street; 

Salisbury. 


From Mrs R. E. Howard-Vyse 
Sir, Robert Hiscox com¬ 
plains that Mr Deeny is to 
represent only one section on 
the Council of Lloyd's, the 
external names. 

Obviously, Mr Deeny has 
learnt well from history, far 
research carried out shows 
that the Council of Lloyd’s 
has operated on just such a 
principle in the past to the 
detriment of external names. 
Yours faithfully, 

SALLY HOWARD-VYSE, 
Town Farm, 


Mai ton, 

North Yorkshire. 

From Mr P. A. Latham 
Sir, Mr Hiscox in his letter 
to you suggested that the 
Council of Lloyd’s should be 
like a board of directors. 


united in their endeavour to 
bring value to all share¬ 
holders. 

if previous Lloyd's councils 
had acted on this premise, 
Lloyd's might not have 
reached its current impasse, 
but as they did not. Lloyd's 
would, in pic terms, already be 
in the hands of the liquidators. 

Indeed, if the rehabilitation 
plan is to succeed, it will 
largely be due.to the major 
contribution of action group 
leaders, such as Mr Deeny. 
and not to the “old guard", 
who must accept much of the 
responsibility for the society's 
present dire straits. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. A. LATHAM. 

Church Hill House, . 

14 Thackeray Close. 
Wimbledon, 

SWI9. 


Reform vital for system of auditor liability Barings is losing its bearings 


Free market 

CITY workers and shop¬ 
pers desperately searching 
for. a taxi in the miserable 
weather most envy the 
entrepreneurial spirit dis¬ 
covered by Patrick: Davis, 
chief executive of the Fpod 
from Britain '.campaign: 
He has just returned .from 
Moscow, where beheaded 
a delegation of British, 
food manufacturers. One 
night when he stepped out 
of his hotel to hall a'taxi 
half the street stopped. 
“Not one of them was a 
licensed taxi They were all 
private cars anxious to 
make a rapid rouble 
and ready to negotiate,” 
says Patrick. 

Colin Campbell 


From Mr Brian Currie. 

Sir, The recent .judgment 
against BDO Binder' Hamlyn 
and the indication that ac- 
cuuhtancy practices may be 
considering offshore registra¬ 
tion of their, businesses to 
protect partners’ personal as¬ 
sets have both received exten¬ 
sive press coverage in the last 
week or so. 

Both these devekjpments re- 
*' inforce our view that there is A 
need to move as a matter,of 
urgency towards the introduc¬ 
tion of'a fairer system of 
liability for auditors. 

Our case is a simple one. It 
is right that auditors should be 
liabfc to the extent of their 
responsibility .for any losses 
that may have been suffered. 
The present method of deter¬ 
mining liability, under which 
auditors are field jointly and 
severally, liable with other; 
parties, is, however, ftinda-'' 
mentally unfair in that audi¬ 
tors can end up being held 


financially liable, not only for 
their own mistakes, but also 
for the mistakes of others. 

That is why we are seeking 
reform of joint and several 
liability and the right for 
auditors to be allowed under 
company law the normal com¬ 
mercial freedom to agree rea¬ 
sonable limits to their liability,' 
subject to adequate safeguards 
for the interest of the share¬ 
holders. That is also the issue 
whidt we continue to press the 
Government to tackle and 
why we look-"forward with 
keen concern to the outcome of 
the current feasibility study by 
the Law Commission into the 
scope for reform. 

Yours sincerely, 

BRIAN CURRIE, 

Deputy President, 

The Institute of Chartered 
.Accountants, 

Chartered Accountants' Hall, 
PO Box 433, 

Moorgate Place. 

EC2-. 


From Mr Richard Warden 
Sir, In response to concerns 
about the £20 million bonuses 
for Barings’ staff, a Barings 
source said: "People in corpo¬ 
rate finance are some of the 
most beautiful and expensive 
people you will ever meet." 

Ii there is a Yuleride prize 
for insensitivity and arrogance 
towards the customer, surely 
it must go to Barings. We 
know Barings staff are expen¬ 
sive. to the tune of the £860 
million debt incurred through 
improperly supervised deal¬ 
ings. We knew it has been 
expensive for Barings'custom¬ 
ers, die bondholders who face 
a potential £100 million loss. 

The reverse side of the coin 
is that ordinary people are 
neither beautiful ie, ugly, nor 
expensive, ie, cheap. What an 
arrogant view. Cannot the 
managers of Barings under¬ 
stand the public image their 
bank has? Their primary con¬ 
cern should be for their cus-. 


tomers. not promoting egocen¬ 
tric views that are highly 
distasteful. 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD WARDEN. 

2 Waterloo Way, Bredon, 
Tewkesbury. Gloucestershire. 


More fond memories 

From Mrs/. P. Harbome 
Sir, The Strand Palace obvi¬ 
ously .evokes many happy 
memories (Hidden Assets. 
November 25; Letters, Decem¬ 
ber 12). Visiting London for the 
1948 Oval Test against the 
Australians, my father’s day 
was made when he bumped 
into his hero. Sir Jack Hobbs, 
in the foyer. "Le Ravier", the 
carveiy where you could eat 
as much as you could for 3/6d, 
made more impression on me! 
Yours faithfully, 

JOAN HARBORNE, 

1 Thirl mere Avenue. 

Grimsby, South Humberside. 


Remove this 
discrimination 

From Mrs Eleanor R. G. 
Barron 

Sir. I sympathise with your 
correspondent John Mendes 
{Business Letters. December 
13) in having to suffer retro¬ 
spective adjustments to effect 
appropriate taxation of the 
annuity contract on which he 
relies for part of his retire¬ 
ment income. 

Were he a woman, he 
would find himself even fur¬ 
ther disadvantaged in that 
the proceeds of such arrange¬ 
ments are subject to an 
actuarial reduction, general¬ 
ly of the order of about 10 per 
cent, on account of the in¬ 
creased life expectancy of 
females. This form of dis¬ 
crimination is permitted 
because one is considered to 
be buying an annuity, not 
establishing the right to a 
pension. 

I submit that the time is 
well ovedue for the Govern¬ 
ment to remove this, and any 
other technical difference, 
and to ensure that these 
arrangements for providing 
for one's retirement, which 
they approve and encourage, 
are brought into line wfth 
occupational pensions, 
namely by being brought 
into trie tax code system and 
in being required to use 
common actuarial tables for 
determining entitlements. 

Yours faithfully. 

ELEANOR R. G. BARROTT. 
17 Sandy Lane. 

Sevenoaks. 

Kent. 


Letters to the Business 
and Finance section 
of The runes can 
be sent by fax on 
0171-782 51 a 



ANTHONY 

HARRIS 


Stage is set for 
panto season 
in Euroland 


T he Spirit of Christmas 
seems to have ap¬ 
peared a day or two 
early in Madrid. Special 
preview! Helmut and his 
Emu in “Mother Goose"! 
Secret numbers! Magic illu¬ 
sions! See Judo Jack Chirac 
escape by yielding! See the 
wicked Major (hiss) smoth¬ 
ered in foam! 

And do you believe it, 
children? ... oh, come now. 
It wont happen if you don't 
believe it And look at lovely 
cuddly Uncle Helmut He 
believes it So let's try again. 
First, on the left: do you 
believe it? There, that's bet¬ 
ter. And now on die right 
What? You still don't? Just 
wail while we tell you again. 
So. what’s going to happen 
in 1999? What, nothing? 
Look what you've done to 
poor Unde. He's crying. Bui 
it will be all right on the 
nighL Oh yes it will! 

For the grown-ups. there 
remains a serious question: 
just who ate they trying to 
fool? One can see that enth¬ 
usiasts for EMU may want 
to stick to the 1999 deadline 
for as long as it is at all 
plausible: it fills the role that 
the IMF used to play, as the 
scapegoat for necessary but 
unpopular policies. But if 
the Germans are to be 
believed when they protest 
that EM V without France is 
unthinkable, then plausibili¬ 
ty vanishes. 

The unhappy M Juppe 
put forward an "essential" 
programme of reforms. The 
trade unions challenged it. 
and they won (oh yes they 
did!). 

It may still be possible, 
with the aid of the 
Bundesbank and a good 
trade performance, to de¬ 
fend the franc fort (but 
watch for the effect of 
nudear test indignation on 
French exports). But the 
strikes will leave French 
revenue somewhat lower, 
and die resulting conces¬ 
sions will make spending 
sharply higher. 

Although four years is 
getting on for half a world 
trade cycle. the chances of 
France meeting the fiscal 
demand of Maastricht by 
1999 now depend on mas¬ 
sive tax increases, which 
would be economically ill- 
timed and politically near¬ 
impossible. 

So we are back where the 
curtain rose. Why the panto¬ 


mime? One popular expla¬ 
nation is that the Europeans 
are simply waiting for Tony 
Blair. A change in the Maas¬ 
tricht timetable would re¬ 
quire an amendment to the 
treaty itself, but amendment 
is an open-ended process. 
With die British in their 
present mood, it could lead 
to endless difficulties. So 
let's go on pretending. When 
the British have elected a 
more self-confident and 
Euro-friendly government, 
they might join in tackling 
the difficulties in "a spirit of 
constructive engagement". 
In short delay is inevitable, 
but not yet 

This could explain the 
pretence: but ii does not 
explain either the air of 
near-desperation in the 
Franco-German drive for 
EMU, nor the string of 
Gentian proposals for ever- 
higher hurdles to be cleared 
by new entrants: stiff less of 
the simultaneous German 
drive for enlargement, 
which can only increase the 
number of countries which 
would not qualify for years 
to come. 

Indeed, the whole Ger¬ 
man programme appears to 
be self-contradictory, so a 
second explanation is that 
(here is no coherent German 
programme at all. The 
Chancellor is more a juggler 
who hopes that at least one 
of his balls will stay up. 

C onspiracy theorists 
may prefer the secret 
agenda offered (his 
week by Stephen Lewis, of 
London Bill Broking. He 
suggests that the Germans 
may already have given up 
on the French and are 
stealthffy preparing a small¬ 
er, stronger D-mark bloc. 

The German markets 
would love this, but the 
French would undoubtedly 
see it as a threat so the aim 
of the pantomime is to fool 
President Chirac, lest he 
should change hats and 
appose the whole project. 

A nasty, persuasive thesis, 
though Lewis admits that it 
has yet to be tested political¬ 
ly. For myself, 1 would not 
dream of supporting such a 
sinister suggestion in this 
season of goodwill. But 
there is not much time 
before J996 to think of a 
better one. Meanwhile, let 
us all think about something 
quite different 


Renewing 
your home 
contents 
insurance? 


If you’re looking for quality home contents cover 
from a company you know and crust, call Legal & General. 

offer up co £33,000 new-for-old cover with 
added discounts for the over 40s or for improved home 
security. And if you arrange both your home contents 
and buildings insurance 
with us, we'll give you 
20% off your buildings 
policy. So find our 
about better home 
contents cover at a 
better price. 

Call now for your free noobligation quotation, 
we'K even give you a free coinholder keyring just to 
thank you for calling. 

Call the name you can trust. 

0800 282 404 
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Losses trimmed in nervous trading 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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28 MEDIA AND MARKETING 


The fourth dimension 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 20;.I99S. 


I f Channel 4 were really 
bold, it would hold a 
Jewish Christmas. In its 
search for alternative per¬ 
spectives. it has come up 
with "Christmas in New 
York”, “Black Christmas" 
and this year. “Beastly 
Christinas”—animal rights. 
So why ignore the obvious 
alternative? Not for lack of 
material, surely. Nor for lack 
of interested viewers. There 
are plenty of people, Jewish 
and otherwise, who do not 
mind celebrating die mid¬ 
winter solstice free from 
hymns to a virgin birth. 

But Michael Grade. Chan- 
i nel 4’s chief executive, is 
Jewish. So “Jews at Xmas” 
would look like special 
pleading, j'ust as much as 
"Beastly Xmas” would be 
impossible if the chief execu¬ 
tive were vegetarian. And 
Mr Grade happens to excel 
at special pleading. There 
have been few campaigns in 
broadcasting as high-profile 
as his for the abolition of the 
funding formula which has 
Forced Channel 4 to pay E50 
million or more a year to the 
ITV companies. 

But within the intricate 
Broadcasting Bill published 
last week, one of the few 
clear things is that the 
loathed formula will remain. 
Only considerable parlia¬ 
mentary support for Chan¬ 
nel 4 can abolish it now. 

All the new Bill does is 
allow the possibility of alter¬ 
ing the funding formula on a 
yearly basis. A share of any 
“excess" advertising revenue 
earned by Channel 4 will 
have to go to ITV companies, 
just as ITV will retain the 
theoretical duty to support 
the newer channel if adver¬ 
tising should run thin. 

Last week the ITV com¬ 
panies issued a passionate, if 


belated, public statement of 
their belief that neither their 
own channel nor Channel 4 
can be sure of continuing to 
prosper when Channel 5 and 
digital television arrive. Al¬ 
most at the same time, there 
has been a hurt and angry 
outcry from two ITV stal¬ 
warts that Channel 4 has 
gone too for to daim the high 
moral ground and disdain 
filthy commerce. Meivyn 
Bragg and Steve Morrison 
have accused Grade of cry¬ 
ing qualify while courting 
large audiences with cheap 
American imports. 

Untrue, say Grade and 



BRENDA 

MADDOX 

John Willis, Channel 4’s 
director of programmes. 
Each side throws statistics 
and programme names at 
the other to the point where, 
as Roger Bolton on Channel 
4's Right to Reply moaned 
last week: “It's a nightmare 
to chair this discussion." 
He’s right. It’s no more 
possible to answer the ques¬ 
tion “Has Channel 4 lost its 
way?" than to prove that 
comedies aren't as funny as 
they used to be. 

All I know is that Channel 
4 is my choice when I switch 
on the set — and also that I 
switch it off faster than any 
of the others. It may not be 
showing enough original 
drama, but it certainly has 


not lost its power to offend. 
With seven days to go to 
Christmas, it screened a 
stomach-chumer on battery 
turkey farming on Monday. 

But national debates about 
the remit of Channel 4 may 
soon seem as quaint as real 
coal fires and hand-mixed 
pastry. What the Broadcast¬ 
ing Bid dears the way for is 
the era of pay-TV: what most 
of those digital channels will 
be used for. If they catch on, 
the audience for ITV, let 
alone its oddball partner, 
may well shrivel. 

The Bill, however, may 
overestimate the allure of 
digital television. Remember 
Pres tel, Smell-o-vision and 
Videophone? Hyped to the 
rafters, they withered while 
technology and the consumer 
went off m another direction. 

Sensibly.. the Bill recog¬ 
nises the reality of conver¬ 
gence of broadcasting and 
print, and removes many 
barriers to cross-ownership. 
Yet it is curiously old-fash¬ 
ioned in its preoccupation 
with complaints about decen¬ 
cy and violence. 

Among the statistics re¬ 
leased last week was the real 
shocker, one-third of British 
homes have three or more 
television sets. Television, in 
other words, is increasingly a 
solitary experience. As new 
channels — foreign, pay and 
digital — enter die home, it 
will be harder and harder to 
police what any individual 
viewer of any age chooses to 
watch. 

And harder to stop terres¬ 
trial channels from pushing 
the boundaries. Why pay for 
pom when you can see, as on 
Channel 4 last Saturday 
night at 9.50pm. Paula Yates 
entwined with a guest asking 
him whether he has ever had 
sex with a pig? 



With the launch of a new perfume costing about £14 million, it is no surprise that Chanel is the only one of the top ten manufacturers raprivatebands • 

Profits that are heaven scent 


J ust look at those adverts: 
gorgeous, perfect speci¬ 
mens of the human 
body, draped in luxuri¬ 
ous garb, photographed by the 
world’s best, to produce spell¬ 
binding works of art. Then 
there are exotic names like 
Chanel. Calvin Klein, Dior’S 
Dolce Vita, Esttfe Lauder’s 
Pleasure, Lancome's Poeme, 
which conjure their own 
tantalising images. 

In the run-up to Christmas, 
fragrance marketers deploy 
this fascinating concoction to 


The demand for new perfumes has sparked a 
high street price war. Alan Mitchell reports 
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best effect, doing everything 
they can to catch the rush for 
the perfect present the box of 
smellies. It is a marketer’s 
dream — a luxury gift pur¬ 
chased with clockwork regu¬ 
larity, fanatically loyal con¬ 
sumers who often choose a 
particular smell in their youth 
and stick with it. and profit 
margins to die for. 

A fine fragrance may sell for 
£40 in the shop, but typically 
will only' cost £4 to make. 
Another £8 might go in the 
packaging and another £10 on 
advertising and promotion, 
with the rest going to general 
running costs — and profit 
Which leaves plenty of scope 
for image-making. 

But for how much longer? 
Suddenly perfume is losing its 
luxury cachet and becoming 
an everyday purchase — and 
buyers are no longer showing 
brand loyalty. “Nowadays 
people are buying perfumes 
for themselves.” says Angela 
Creasy, the perfume buyer for 
Harrods. And. in places like 
London, “all everyone wants is 
the next big thing”. 

Manufacturers are duly re¬ 
sponding with new-product 
mania. The French perfume 
houses launched 100 new fra¬ 
grances this year. Boots, Brit¬ 
ain’s biggest perfume distribu¬ 
tor, estimates that a fifth of its 
sales are now accounted for by 
products less than a year old. 

In the process, traditional 
fragrance-making is being 
turned on its head. In the old 
days, a freelance expert called 
a nez would spend months 
blending a concoction of 200 
or more different herbs and 


spices to come up with a new 
smell. It would then be taken 
up by a perfume house, given 
a name and a marketing 
concept and launched. Today, 
blockbusters like Dior’s Poi¬ 
son are bom first as a name 
and a marketing concept and 
only then is the nez asked to 
come up with a brew that fits. 

And such frenetic launch 
activity costs money. The 

risks and costs are _ 

very high.” says 
Bernard AmaulL ‘Per 

die chairman of 
Louis Vuinon Moet 
Hennessy. "A per¬ 
fume launch can Tw^n 
cost £14 million” - 
which explains ^ 

why there are so c 

feu? family busi- 
nesses left. CVci 

Arnault for in- 
stance, heads the pUTC 

world biggest luxu- ^^ 

rv conglomerate 
for whom historic names such 
as Dior. Givenchy. Guerlain 
and Christian Lacroix are just 
cogs in a huge brand portfolio. 

Two of the lop ten US and 
European perfumes. Opium 
and L’Air du Temps, come 
from ihe Yves Saint Laurent 
statale, whose ultimate owner 
is Elf Aquitaine, the French oil 
and pharmaceuticals giant. 
Another two, Trisor and 
Cacherel's Anais Anais (Brit¬ 
ain's number one), come from 
L’Oreal. which is 49 per cent 
owned by Nestle. Other LOr6- 
a1 brands include Armani. 
Ralph Lauren, Guy Laroche, 
Lanvin and Paloma Picasso. 

Yet another two top Euro¬ 
pean brands. Calvin Klein's 


‘Perfume 

is 

becoming 

an. 

everyday 

purchase’ 


Eternity and Sunflowers, art 
part of the grocery giant 
Unilever’s stable. Its-subsid¬ 
iary. Elida Gibbs, recently 
started marketing its products 
under the more upmarket 
name of Fabergfe. Indeed, of 
the top ten sellers in Europe 
and America only one, Cha¬ 
nel, with its dassic No 5, 
remains in private hands. 

Meanwhile, the retailing 
_ machines are mov¬ 
ing m. Traditional^ 

lime !y- perfume houses 

have sold their 
g wares mainly 

through depart- 

TliflP meilt stores, main- 

irnig taining control 

- over sales. In the 

last few years. 
rArxxi however.Boots has 

'Ud.y introduced central- 

ised warehousing. 
LooC which gives it con- 

tool of what it sells.. 
and where. And in¬ 
stead of using manufacturers’ 
merchandising and display 
materials, it creates its oWn. 
Ditto promotions. • 

Such activities have helped it 
to boost its market share. This 
Christmas, one in four women 
in Britain will receive a bottle of 
fragrance bought for them at a 
Boots outlet,” says David 
Kneale, its merchandising and 
marketing director. But in the 
process die perfume houses' 
image-makers are, losing then- 
grip on the market - . 

And. catching a whiff of 
huge margins and changing 
consumer attitudes, discount¬ 
ers are moving in. Three years 
ago. when Superdrug started 
selling fine fragrances at up to 


thie major v perfume, houses 
refused to’ supply its stores.' 
arguing that the eftairifailed to 
meet the high'standards of 
fixtures, fittings, ambience, 
and staff training expected of 
an outlet selling luxury.prod¬ 
ucts. A subsequent Monopo¬ 
lies and Mergers Commission 
inquiry backed the perfume 
houses’ “selective distribution” 
policies. Suppliers need to be - 
able to control their distribu¬ 
tion in order to protect their 
brand Images, it said. 

But Superdrug insisted It 
was being unfairly discrimi¬ 
nated against and continued to 
sell discounted perfumes, 
sourcing them from the so- 
called “grey”market And, . 
claims its business develop¬ 
ment director. Steven Round, 
"our pricing policy has 
changed the market". 


B oots, a supporter of 
■selective distribution, 
fears that top much 
discounting will kill 
fragrance as a hixury gift. 
Nevertheless, it is offering up 
to 30 per rent off a wide range 
of perfumes, indeed; die per¬ 
fume price wars may be only 
just beginning; Since the 
MMC report. Superdrug has 
persuaded Yves St Laurent to 
supply it direct Now it hopes 
to persuade the other big 
houses to follow suit — but 
they will have to accept the 
chain's pricing policies. 

iTthey ddnt, tbedrug store 
could well return terthe regula¬ 
tory fray. The’ European 
Union is committed to investi¬ 
gating tiie markitt in 1997. 
Says Mr Round: “We've put a 


after all this, they still turn us 
down, what more can we do?” 


Casualties of Monty’s war 
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Sixty agency 
journalists face 
losing their jobs 
in the new 
year, writes 
Roy Greenslade 

T he ruthless nature of 
modem newspaper eco¬ 
nomics struck 60 young 
journalists with uncompro¬ 
mising force this week. They 
have been told that their jobs 
are in jeopardy jusr weeks 
after being hired by UK News, 
a news agency that was expect¬ 
ed to become a major rival to 
the Press Association (PA). 

UK News, which previously 
served only regional evening 
papers from its Leicester base, 
was encouraged to take on 
staff and open new offices so 
that it could provide a national 
service for two conglomerates. 
Mirror Group and Express 
Newspapers, which together 
publish ten national titles. 
Both groups announced in 
August that they were ending 
their contracts with PA after 
approaching UK News. 

A deal was agreed and Alex 
Leys, Editor-in-Chief of UK 
News, set about the difficult 
task of finding competent staff, 
opening offices in London and 
Glasgow, and setting up tiie 
necessary technology to begin 
a news service from January I 
next year. PA. stung by tile 
threat to its monopoly, quickly 
reduced the price of its own 
daily news service to other 
newspaper groups. 

UK News was undaunted 
and emboldened by the fact 
that both the Express and 
Mirror Groups had taken 25 
per cent stakes in its company 
along with two big regional 
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collapse of the project, argiting 
that it was all a - cynical 
manoeuvre to force PA to.ciit 
its prices. That charge appears 
wide of the mark. He simply 
changed his mind.; 

Initial trials : earlier this 
month by UK News were con 1 - 
sidered by the Express man¬ 
agement to be better - than 
expected. An angry Mr Leys 
emphasises that his journal¬ 
ists performed well. They are 
a superb team who met! the 
challenge of providing a nat¬ 
ional service and what has 
happened isn’t their fault at 
all.” he says. “1 greatly regret 
the derision of the Mirror andj 
Express to; pull-out •W^are 
now doing all we can 1 to rescue 
the situation. Of cqurs& if that 
rescue proves impossible then 
there could'be job losses, We’D 
know in the next ten days." 
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O ne UK News reporter, 
who asked to remain 
anonymous, saidi“We . 
all thought the deal was 
signed, sealed and delivered* 
We. didn’t Imagine , we were 
taking jobs without a proper 
agreement being in place. 
Some .of the staff who have 
moved to Londorifrbm as far 
away as Newcastle have even 
sold their houses'" . ' ” 

Jon Slattery, whoresigned as 
deputy editor of the UK Press 
Gazette, the trade.magazine, 
to become the agency's .busi¬ 
ness and media . corres¬ 
pondent, has been advised not 
to start at UK News and has 
returned to his former job on 
.contract. He says: “My heart 
goes out to those-who have 
taken leases cm fiats In Lon¬ 
don. They could be Out of work 
before the end of the year.” 

One question yet to. be ■ 
resolved is. which company 
will fund redundancy pay¬ 
ments. Irrespective of the legal 
situation. Northdiffe believes 
tile Mirror' and "Express .are 
morally obliged to pay up.!. 

'- * • * ■ 


David Montgomery: renegotiated the deal with PA 


newspaper chains, Westmin¬ 
ster Press, owned by Pfearson. 
and Northdiffe. part of Associ¬ 
ated Newspapers, which also 
owns the Daily Mail. 

While Leys began recruiting 
his team, however, there were 
disagreements between die 
four shareholders. The board- 
room wrangle began in Sep¬ 
tember when Westminster 
Press, as part of a cost-cutting 
drive, pulled out The three 
remaining groups could not 
agree on hew to allocate the 
shares and Northdiffe eventu¬ 
ally persuaded WP to return. 

But that row. along with a 
squabble over the length of 
contracts, troubled Mirror 
Group's chief executive. David 
Montgomery. Unknown to 


Mr Leys, he renegotiated a 
five-year deal with PA, taking 
advantage of its offer of re¬ 
duced rates. The Express 
Group, which had champi¬ 
oned the UK News initiative 
from the start was forced to 
follow suit, agreeing a three- 
year contract with PA 

Northdiffe is known to be 
forious about the way in 
which Mr Leys was allowed to 
continue hiring and training 
staff while Montgomery was 
talking to PA But Montgom¬ 
ery^ principal concern had 
always been to reduce the 
expense of receiving agency 
news, and he achieved his 
ambition. 

Some executives in other 
groups blame him for the 
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Despite the slump and sick building scares, the air conditioning business is set for growth, Rodney Hobson reports 
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Keen wind 
sharpens 
fresh-air 
industry 
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A chill breeze is blow¬ 
ing in the air condi¬ 
tioning industry. 
Although only a tiny 
proportion of commercial 
buildings in this country have 
air conditioning, competition 
is intense and margins have 
been squeezed. 

Roger Williamson, market¬ 
ing manager of Liebert 
Europe, explains: “There was 
a spate of building with air 
conditioning fitted, particular¬ 
ly in the City of London where 
you couldn't open windows, 
but there was also a lot of 
speculative building in the 
1980s where proper services 
were not installed. 

“Air conditioning got a bad 
press with talk about sick 
building syndrome and many 
property developers decided to 
leave the question of air condi¬ 
tioning to the tenant They 
argued that air conditioning 
adds cost to a building and ft 
may nor meet the require¬ 
ments of the occupier." 

Consultants, in particular, 
have found the goin° rough. 
Richard Wilkins, divisional 
director at Symands. says: 
“Because of compulsary com¬ 
petitive tendering and the 
general economic climate, pro¬ 
fessional fees have been 
pushed down. Our profession 


used to quote a set scale of fees 
which were accepted by the 
client. The market has become 
so competitive that if you 
quoted those fees now you 
would be laughed out of the 
room. The client would say 
halve it and then see what you 
can shave off." 

Mr Williamson agrees: 
“Building services are fiercely 
competitive. We export to 
Eastern Europe and Russia. If 
we were entirely dependent on 
the home market we would 
have been squeezed. The mar¬ 
ket here is flat and, if any¬ 
thing. in decline." 

Mr Wilkins says that “de¬ 
sign consultants are hying to 
provide a Rolls-Royce service 
for a Ford Fiesta budget". 
Consultants, he says, some¬ 
times accept work at a lower 
price as a loss leader. This sets 
a dangerous precedent as cli¬ 
ents expect repeat work at the 
same price. 

He says: “Maintenance con¬ 
tractors are operating in a 
price-driven system that 
knows the cost of everything 
and the value of very little." So 
clients know what they are 
paying but are less concerned 
about getting what they really 
need. The outcome is that all 
too often lawyers are called in 
when the air conditioning does 



Hot work: the bell-ringers in St Paul's Cathedral were kept cool this summer thanks to the installation of a portable air-conditioning system 


not meet the client’s expected 
standards of comfort or the 
machinery becomes faulty. 

Mr Williamson is currently 
involved as an expert witness 
in a case involving a £12 
million claim and sometimes 
Teels he could make a more 
lucrative living as a full-time 
expert witness. Mr Wilkins 
sees improvements flowing 
from designers and consul¬ 
tants sitting round a table, 
even if that adds to the initial 
bill. 

H e says: “Once we 
had negotiations, 
it made more 
sense than litiga¬ 
tion later. We defined a clear 
client brief and we talked 
about what they were and 


were not getting. Now there is 
very little access to the client." 

Despite the tough condi¬ 
tions. many in the air condi¬ 
tioning industry see a more 
promising end to the century. 
Mitsubishi Elecrric. for in¬ 
stance. is doubling the produc¬ 
tion space at its factory at 
Livingston, near Edinburgh, 
it estimates its turnover at £22 
million this year and confi¬ 
dently expects the figure to rise 
to £30 million next year. 

Vic Brown, general manag¬ 
er, says about 6 per cent of UK 
office space is air conditioned, 
a figure he expects io rise to 20 
per cent over the next ten 
years. He says: ‘This means 
that air conditioning will be 
one of the most vibrant mar¬ 
kets in the building sector." 
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. Contact -Vicule Godfrey'on 0171 924 4870 or I-jxQ171 738 1889 
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Euro Pereounel Services are one of the leading sources 
of personnel to tbe Facilities Mana g eme nt Industry 
within Europe; current leq uii ements indndc 

Facfiky Manager, Health ChA, Laadoa, £25.808 - 
Responsible for the services within a prcstigous leisure 
complex. Yon ideally have previous experience of a 
<amfb>r high profile establishment indndmg the usage 
of third party service providers, ie HVAC, d e a nin g. 
laundry ehxRERME13789 

Senior Fmcflrtfes M—gw.UK>13M80- 
£4B|AMH-MpKt Package - With an entrepreneurial 
outlook, you wiD be required to conduct board level 
negotiations to introduce the Facilities Management 
concept- Then following tbe companies appointment 
provide management support in es t a blish ing 
procedures, r ecru i tment of personnel, QA/QC, 
selection of specialist sub-contractors, etc. 

REF: ME14106 


_r FaciBtfes Manager, East AngEa - Package 

c£S8jN + Benefits - Ideally balding Chartered Stains 
w i t hin a budding services discipline, you have a 
p roven trade record within MAE maintenance. On 
ap p i j n i m Bi r yrm will assume resp o nsi bi lity for a 


REF; JFD14069 

For farther infannation regarding these posts please 
send your details to our Head Office: 

Earn Pawttd Services, 19th Fl oat, 

78 Gnuea Street, Louden, EC46HH 
Teh 0171 623 0101 Fas 0171623 0202 
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26 - 28 March 96 in the Grand Hall, 
Olympia, London 
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Institute cF ^acititiGS I ■ 
Management on 

01799 508608 orm 01799 513237 


THE^i^TIMES 

Facilities Management 

The monthly Facilities Management section is 
now well established and recognised within tbe 
market (dace, ,n ^ ha< become essential reading 
for anyone wishing to keep abreast of Industry 
News, developments and initiatives. Since 1992 
Tbe Tones has been the only National Newspaper 
. to regularly devote an entire section to Facilities 
Management. 

The Times win be producing a tabloid sized 
supplement in March 1996 in association with 
Blenheim Events to coincide with RMLExpo 96. 
Daring 1996 The Times will become increasingly 
involved in FM Exhibitions and Conferences 
throughout the country , this reflects onr support 
to tbe industry. 

For farther information please call Chris O’NeBL 
Tet 0171 782 7936. Rue 0171 782 7702 
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Haden Facilities Management Limited 

Summit House, Glebe Way 
West Wickham, Kent BR4 OBJ 
Tel 0181 776 2322 Fax 0181 776 2821 

Haden Facilities Management has a demonstrable track record of 
success. Services are provided to financial groups, utility companies, 
information technology providers, the manufacturing industries 
and various governmental organisations. 

The company operates on a national basis and' provides the expertise 
to manage, plan and operate a foil range of accommodation, 
support and technical services. 

. Facilities Management • Management Services • Consultancy 


Appeal for a draught 


THE HOT summer had the 
bell-ringers at St Paul's Cathe¬ 
dral sending for portable air 
conditioners. To mark Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother's 
95th birthday on August 4 and 
the 50th anniversary of VJ- 
Day on August 15, teams of 12 
ringers attempted full peals, 
ringing continuously for four 
hours. The desired tempera¬ 
ture for ringing the bells is 70 
degrees. 

Installed in 1878 and weigh¬ 
ing more than 13 tons, the 12 
bells located in the northwest 
tower form one of the heaviest 
peals in the world. The tenor 
bell alone weighs more than 
three tons. 

Four Ecodesign units, sup¬ 
plied by the air-conditioning 
specialists Carrier, count¬ 
eracted rising temperatures 
and high levels of humidity. 
The portable air conditioners 
had to be quiet enough to 
allow the ringers to hear the 


bells dearly from the ringing 
room 20 feet up. Paid 
Mounsey. guild master, com¬ 
mented: “Bell-ringing is not 
for the faint hearted and the 
full peal is our marathon, 
requiring intense concentra¬ 
tion to maintain the correct 
tempo. In the past we have 
suffered from the oppressive 
temperature and humidity 
conditions." 

In the City, whichever com¬ 
pany moves into the NatWest 
Tower will have the benefits 
of a new air conditioning 
system. The improvement is 
pari of the major refurbish¬ 
ment programme after the 
devastation of tbe IRA bomb 
in April 1993. The NatWest 
bank itself, however, will not 
enjoy the comfort It an¬ 
nounced this month that its 
staff have been relocated and 
will not return to the tower. 

The new air conditioning 
wfll be installed by Carrier, 


which has already put sys¬ 
tems into four of London's 
tallest buildings. The five 
buildings have a combined 
height of nearly 2300 ft and 
cover 180 floors. Each chiller 
at the NatWest Tower will 
weigh nearly 30 tons and will 
come in four sections to be 
assembled on site. 

Euston Tower and the new¬ 
ly-listed Centrepoint have had 
their 1960s air conditioning 
overhauled during the past 
two years. At Euston Tower a 
lift had to be dismantled so 
that the two-ton. ten-foot long 
evaporators could be hoisted 
up the lift shaft 

Using a lift shah was not 
possible at Centrepoint so a 
hoist in a steel framework was 
built running 550 feet up the 
outside of the building. The 
244-metre tower at Canary 
Wharf produced one of the 
largest orders for chillers ever 
placed in the UK. 


IN BRIEF 


Confusion 
still reigns 

HOPES that Spain would use 
its tenure of the European 
presidency to dear up the 
vexed and complex isssue of 
Tupe — the transfer of under¬ 
takings. protection of employ¬ 
ment regulations — have come 
to naught. 

Tupe regulations were de- 
si gnad to prevent wholesale 
sackings and the worsening of 
working conditions in com¬ 
pany takeovers. The British 
rules were based on the EU’s 
Acquired Rights Directive. 
Tribunal rulings and court 
cases in Britain and other 
European countries have ex¬ 
tended the scope of the direc¬ 
tive to cover the outsourcing of 
public sector functions. 

A revised draft of the Euro¬ 
pean Union's directive is still 
being debated after 18 months. 
Critics say the directive and 
subsequent conn and tribunal 
rulings have left the providers 
of business services in a fog of 
uncertainty. 

Meanwhile, contractors en¬ 
gaged in competitive tender¬ 
ing for the provision of local 
authority services are assum¬ 
ing that the Tupe regulations 
apply to practically all con¬ 
tracts and will have to take on 
ail existing staff on their 
current terms of employment. 

• ATLAS WRIGHT, the 
Leeds-based air-conditioning 
and building services group, 
has been bought out by its 
management team. 

• BRITISH RAIL, Railtrack. 
AEATechnology and IBM are 
sponsoring the Association of 
Project Managers annual 
awards to be presented at the 
association's annual dinner at 
the Savoy Hotel on March 14. 

• PCL has been awarded a 
£1.8 million contract to man¬ 
age the mainframe computer 
of Thomson Directories. The 
operation will move from 
Thomson’s computer facility 
at Famborough. Hampshire, 
to PCL's daia centre at Croxiey 
Green. Hertfordshire. 

•THE facilities maintenance 
contract for the Marks & 
Spencer headquarters in Bak¬ 
er Street, London, has been 
awarded to How Group's 
MTM. 


FACILITIES management 



Let’s put our heads together for a moment. Your 
organisation probably has facilities management 
needs like no other, which means they'll require 
careful thought, consultation and planning, backed 
up with professional advice and hands-on expertise. 

Let our people concentrate on managing your 
non-core assets and resources, running your 
buildings and support facilities smoothly and 
efficiently, and free your people to concentrate 
on whar they do best. 

For more information on our services, call 
Peter Excel! on 0171 902 2184. 

After tha 4 you’ll find things could really take off. 



BUILDING & PROPERTY FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

BUILDING & PROPERTY HOUSE. 19-23 BLACKFRIARS ROAD. LONDON SE1 SNY 
A MEMBER OF THE BUILDING & PROPERTY GROUP 
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Experts were wide of the mark with their predictions on house prices for 1995, says Rachel Kelly. For next year lhey arej ^ re realistic 

Putting a price on houses in 1996 

_ndnmlnt rrinrpnr 


PROPERTY IN GENERAL 

■ Gary Marsh, head of corporate 
affairs at the Halifax: “We had 
predicted a gradual increase of 3 to 
S per cent in the UK average price 
for 19% but by March this year we 
revised that figure dawn to 2 per 
cent In fact house prices fell by i 
per cent in 1995. In 199b house 
prices will increase by 1 to 2 per 
cent, and the standard variable 
mortgage rate by the end of 19% 
will probably be 7 per cent” 

■ Rob Thomas, housing and in¬ 
vestment analyst at UBS: u V/e were 
at the bullish end of forecasts for 
1995 and predicted house prices 
would rise 6 per cent. We got it 
completely wrong, and it looks 
likely that house prices will have 
fallen by just under 2 per cent by 
the end of this year. This would be 
the third worst annual perfor¬ 
mance since the 1950s. 

“House sales this year will 
probably total 12 million, the 
second lowest figure since current 
records began in 1977. These condi¬ 
tions took all the main forecasters 
by surprise. A rapid recovery from 
the dire conditions of 1995 seems 
unlikely, but 1996 offers some hope. 
House prices should increase by 2 
per cent In 1997 they will increase 
by 6 per cent and in 1998 by 9 per 
cent The recovery will be driven by 
the South of England which has 
been doing slightly better. The 
truth is that this savage bear 
market in housing will come to an 
end. it is simply of question 
of when." 

■ Sue Anderson, undersecretary 
of the Council of Mortgage Lend¬ 
ers: “We anticipated a 2 per cent 
rise in house prices for 1995 and in 
fact there was around a 2 per cent 
fall. Perhaps we had a falsely rosy 
picture, but there was no way we 
could have anticipated the effect 
that income support changes 
would have on the market, to give 
just one example. We tend to make 
conservative estimates; this coming 
year we are anticipating a 3 per 
cent rise in house prices.” 

CENTRAL LONDON 

■ Yolande Barnes, head of resi¬ 
dential research at Savills "We 
have now seen the full extent of the 
'bounce back' in prime central 


W hy do we still bother? 

Predictions, it seems, 
are a mug's game. In 
a depressed market, 
the chances of getting forecasts 
right are harder than finding a 
needle in the proverbial haystack. 

Yet again, the market in 1995 
has failal to live up to the promise 
projected for it by practically all 
the experts, including yours truly. 

Such grey, sensible bodies as 
the Halifax Building Society and 
the Council of Mortgage Lenders 
all proved wildly over-optimistic 
in their views at the start of the 

year, although they __ 

rather cheated by re¬ 
vising their forecasts J pr 
as the market's sorry ^ 

progress unfolded. n hrnsi 
Brickbats, too. for 3 Dr0a 

UBS. Housing mar- marlri 

ket analyst Robert 11 K 

Thomas was way out rpat 

when he said prices 
would be up by 6 per 
cent In fact they were J1SSU 
down by 1 per oent . „ 

Some sectors Iflili 

proved perkier than __ 

others. Smart London ~ 
houses in Hampstead and Ken¬ 
sington did well, with prices up by 
about 8 per cent, but in general the 
price of the average home, judged 
by the Halifax to be worth £62332. 
fell by 1 per cent 
The Halifax's regional summa¬ 
ry of house prices for the third 
quarter of 1995 — the latest 

available figures — show prices 
down in all but one of the 12 
regions — prices in Northern 
Ireland are up 3.1 per cent on the 
year (see map, right). 

Everywhere else, prices are 
down: in the North, by 4.7 per cent 
over the year; in Yorkshire and 
Humberside by 3 percent in East 


I predict 
a broadly flat 
market, with 
real falls 
assuming 
inflation 


Anglia by 2.1 per cent; in London 
by 12 per oent; in the South West 
by 22 per cent. 

The number of sales has stead¬ 
ied around the one million mark. 
Last year, the Central Statistical 
Office reported 1,069,000 sales. By 
the end of this year — and final 
figures are not yet available — it 
looks as though the number of 
sales will be up a fraction at 
around 1.160,000. 

So wham should we believe for 
next year? 

Last January. I said that prices 
would be up by 3 per cent I was 

_ wrong, of course, but 

perhaps less wrong 
(JlCt than some of the 

others. 

My flat This year? Well. 

J pessimism is the 

. with order of the day. N6- 

wmi vembers 1993 Budget 

v,u- and last year's Budget 

cLili continued the process 

* of emasculating mort- 

Tlng gage interest relief, 

j- Population trends 

HOn mean fewer first-time 

buyers: those children 
of the late 1950s and 
early 1960s who fuelled the 1980s 
boom. Uncertainty about a gener¬ 
al election will make buyers and 
sellers cautious. So I predict a 
broadly flat market, with real falls 
assuming inflation, but a slightly 
more cheerful picture at the tap 
end of the London market, fuelled 
by overseas buyers, and for the 
best of Home Counties country 
houses. 

As for others, the most accurate 
forecasters for their sectors proved 
to be the House Builders' Federa¬ 
tion and Knight Frank & Rutiey 
on country houses. Their views 
and those of other experts are set 
out here. 


London property values that we 
predicted in 1992. Values are now 
33 per cent higher than they were in 
1992 and are broadly back to their 
long-term trend. At the end of 1994 
we were predicting that prices in 
centra] London would grow at 10 
per cent as we thought the momen¬ 
tum would keep growing. How¬ 
ever, we revised that figure to 2 per 
cent in June. This revised figure 
now looks set to be attained- 


“Our forecast for 1996 is based on 
the assumption that continued 
growth in the economy benefits 
London as a financial and commer¬ 
cial centre, but that caution among 
housebuyers prior to a general 
election suppresses activity in the 
prime market It seems likely thar 
prices will rise only a little in excess 
of inflation and so we anticipate 
real price growth of 13 per cent 
in 1996.” 
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LONDON IN GENERAL 

■ Simon Agace. chairman of 
London agent Winkworth: “We 
predicted an 8 per rent rise m house 
prices in central London and, 
thanks to house price increases 
this month, we have been proved 
correct. Some parts of London only 
went up by 3 to4 percent, whereas 
central London went up by 10 per 


rent this year. At the beginning of 
1995 we went through a sticky 
patch of confidence led by predic¬ 
tions of falling house prices. Thirty- 
year-olds. the original first-tune 
buyers, have been renting but they 
were ill-advised: buying is still 
cheaper. In 1996 the capital value of 
your house will ap predate by more 
than the cost of your mortgage, and 
house prices will increase by 8 per 
rent in London." 


COUNTRY HOUSES 

M Rupert Sweeting of Knight 
Frank & Rutiey "We said in 1994 
that country house prices would 
rise steadily by 5 per cent by the 
spring and they did. Since the 
summer the market has appeared 
to lose some of-its fizz and buyers 
are now tending to be more 
cautious. Perhaps this has some¬ 


thing to do with people’s concern 
about an impending election.. , 
“In 1996 for the right country 
houses with no blemishes pnee 
rises may exceed 5 per cent due to 
die severe shortage of such proper¬ 
ty other country hou ses w fll show 

ortlyal to 2 ptf centincrrastSome 

people will continue to be wary of 

investing before the elec tion, b ut 
the large bonuses that are expected 
from the City this Christmas will 
filter through." 

newhouses 

■ Roger Humber, director of the 
House Builders’ Federation: “We 
said that not much would happen 
this year — the usual 1 per cent 
increase, then a 1 per cent decrease 
that cancel each other out Prices 
for new homes were pretty much 
flat because of the continuing effect 
of the 1993 Budget . 

“The housing market is poised 
for recovery in 1996. House sales 
are forecast to increase by nearly 
100.000 in 1996. a rise of 10 percent 
However, it should be remembered 
that this is from a very low base of 
sales, the lowest for 35 years. In 
1996 the price of new homes is set to 
rise by 2^ per cent and nearly 5 per ¬ 
cent in 1997." 

TOP OF THE MARKET 

■ William Gething of Property 
Vision: “We predicted a rise, of' 
between 5 and 10 per cent in 1995; in • 
fact the housing market has 
underperformed, and this year- 
house prices have gone up. by 
between 3 and 5 per cent at our end 
of the market 

"This is because interest rates 
have been quite high. At the 
moment real interest rates are 
around 5 per rent and the economy 
is slowing. My view is that 1996 
will show very modest growth and 
house prices will increase by about 
3 per cent Of course there is no 
such thing as a single housing 
market any more. In London at the 
top end of tire market there is a 
shortage of English family houses 
in places like Kensington, so house 
prices there should outperform my 
estimate. Short leases will 
underperform my estimate. Hie 
bottom aid of the market is going 
to remain pretty dull." 

Additional research try 
Leyla Linton 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171 481 1986 


PROPERTY 


FAX: 

0171 782 7828 


MAYFAIR 


PROPERTY WANTED FRANCE 


RENTALS 


MAYFAIR SpecUHMs. FI M*/ 
houses for » 4 kv Con CoUcmxrro 
A Co 0171 491 4101 or surf 


THE ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT? Immaculate 2 bed¬ 
room flat in Mayfair. Long lease 
EZOBK. Rupert Q 17 I 355 1156 . 


NORTH OF 
THE THAMES 


LITTLE VENICE/MakU Vale. 
Tire specialist local aoetib. 
VtCKcra a CO 0171 289 1692 


A FARM South ml Enpbuid or 
Wales. F/H. £ 200.000 max. 
~Cjih‘ now. 0181 741 3842 . 


BALEARICS 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS (ram I 
Taylor Woodrow European. 
Green Park village. Menorca. 2 
and s bed luxury apartment*. 
goU 1 course location. From 
£ 47 . 500 . Some special offers 
TeL 0181 893 8424 or 3608 
34 hours. _ _ 


SPAIN 


WIMBLEDON 


EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
4 Bodcm town btMMi eith 3 

bedraa, 2 botfcran (I e/s), aval 

January. I told. 3 rewUns. La> 
kit inc oven bob extractor, disk 
watfc, fridge freezer etc. OSH Gtjr 
avail. NHBC guarantee. 5 th taig 


IBC guarante 
n. Ounce con 


Prices fawn £152,950 
WOOLWICH 
0181 789 6600 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS from 
Taylor Woodrow European- 
Costa Blanca. 2 and 3 bed apart¬ 
ments and lawn houses. From 
£ 7 - 3 . 500 , let. 0181 893 3424 of 

asoa ■ 24 hours. __ 

COSTA DEL SOL MvtKHla » 

Milas VIDos lo £ 500 *. AMs 
JCSTOt lo £ 26 Qk Optional Rental 
Guarantee Scheme Td SPS 
01302 298098 _ 

MARBELLA / SOTOGRANDC 
Set cell or of 600 duality props. 
Flight refunds Colour bracti- 
tntcreattV 01954 718999 


RETIREMENT HOMES 


BELLE PLAGNE 

The pr ettiest of the La Pktgnc 
vflfoges. A ftdtfio flat with 
direct access to skung. 
Bed/fitting roam, kitchenette, 
shower room/W.G, electric 
heating, ett rood poricina 
FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY 
E 19.000 

TetOT 734 814478 


OVERLOOKING 
LAKE GENEVA 

Detached draktf ideal fat tanner 
& winter bafidayt- 3 beds, forge 
kwttge/tfaer, mono, garage. 
Wonderful rim. 5 asm da Bis. 
FSJ»r hmssbed. Valued CIOOOOO. 
Mmt be sold. Brat offer or win 
consider part Ex Far UK property. 
T* 01268 727636 or 
01280821876 


Have you retired ? 

Are you really living life to the fill ? 

NORTH MILL PLACE, HALSTEAD 
A wide choice of unusually large cottages and (lacs, on the sice of an 
18ch Cenmry Grain Mill, Together with the innovative conversion of 
Frost's Mill itself. 






The quintessential East Anglian 'country town of Halstead is located on 
the border of Suffolk and Essex and has a wide range of shops and ameni ties, 
as well as being served by a network of larger towns with excellent 
communication links. 

Prices from £152,500 to £175,000 

The English Courtyard Association 
Freephone 0800 454626 
or write to 8 Holland Street. London W8 4LT 

Because the best is yet to come 


ALL PRANCE 'The Hexagon- 
New lull colour brochure tOOs 
of properties. For free copy Tel 
0171 386 7340 Fax 366 5122 


HOMES AND BUSINESSES For 
Sale. Orlando and Oull Goan. 
Guaranteed rental ychemos. 
C»n FPC Q 1202 296098 


RENTALS 



SE16 • TO LET 
l,2&3Bed 
Famished/ Unfbmished 
fromflSQpw 
Security* Parking 


SW 1 Imraac 2 bed 2 both mew. 
Ixte cho to Ibe H A eoulp study 
Pkp C 35 Qpw Q| 71 379 4816 

W 2 _ Inverness Terrace. Superb 2 
bed flat- £ 26 Spw. James 0171 
284 8111 . _ 


W 2 . OuRnwjy. luxury 3 bed 
I nai L 37 Bpw. James oni ZM 
3111 . _ 


REGALIAN 


DEVELOPING IN ASSOCIATION W ITH 










AMA INTER NATIONAL. 
Luxury flat* A houses far Kmo- 
dhan or holiday lets All Central 
London areas. 0171 724 4844 

ARE YOU VtstUnp London? 
Central Estates have Quality 
flats and Poises ui Central ; 
London for long or snort lerm 
rentals. 071 224 8773 _ 

BARBICAN LO* f/flned Irmrani . 
law 1 bed flat s/Poai CZEOpw 
BVEannoOt 71 555 1186 J 

BARBICAN 1 bed mil(4 private 
owned Ideal city exec. Inc Wo 
A pfcgElWSpw. 0171 628 4044 

BATH. Wide selection of properly 
to M EAOon.SOQucm 
Challenger Estates 01225 
445445 Mon Sal 9 5 sun 10 - 2 , 

BOND ST Pristine v-spac 3 dble 
bed sulies 2 rec f/r kU ESSOpw 
Su*anng OlTl 35 B 1 IB 6 

COVENT GDM Immac 1 bed fit 
ff A equip dw Piazza 4 lube 
E 26 gpw 0171 379 4816 

EATON PLACE. SW 1 . Un/ur- 
nmhniSbednat. SAOOpw.STc 
contort 0171 823 6923 . 

EXECUTIVE Flan avail Fum 
/unfurn. prestJpeous Mentions. 
Kunber A Kart 0171 498 2611 

GROSVENOR SQUARE. Lux 

two bed penthouse rial with par- 

age lo lei king lerm at £675 
P.W. 0181 3 S 2 7815 

MAftVLEBONE LANE WT 
studio rial, free Jan 2 - Mar 4 . 
Cl 50 pw. Tett 0171 93 B 5107 

MAYFAIR 2 bed Immaculate flat 
r/niled kticnen wooden Hoots 
C 37 BBW Paul 0171 3 SS 1156 

NOTTIMQ HILL. Lux 2 bed S 
train nt tr Idl porter rise lo tube 
J 37 SBW Drury 0171 379 4816 

PICCADILLY LOO studio fully fl! 
todsncellenl condluon CI9G pw 
Paul 0171 386 1166 

S KEN 3 rms k Dafti/power atiwr. 
WeO CdUIP New decor. C 336 
pw. lyr min 0171 JT 84994 

ST JOHNS WD f ■ IBs* let. 
Pleasant dUbdllLlti oar-den sq. 
£ 2>5 pw. T«li 0171 289 0299 . 


northwest 


C.B. HOMES 

2,3, 4 Bed P ropouBi 
PRICK FROM £59 JMO TO 
£115.000 

•WHAT HOUSE?" SILVER 
AWARD WINNER! 1995 
-oOo- 

Ringbr i P tod u a c ofocr 


'■m 


omBpridlei 

NANTWKH. 


- 0 O 0 - 

WcNoooftra bespoke Dcnpi A 
Braid service oa cUe plMI 
ftnn ^ ium the NoiSwcal ft 
North Wife* 

Can JOANNE on 
01686782900 


View of Apartment 29 





PRICES FROM 

£370,000 


L O N D f O N 


0171 793 1313 

FAX : 0 1 71 793 1 4 1 4 


Wlnrimw Hal. Nwttwfch. 


FARLEY 

&Co 


SUMNER PLACE, 
SW7 


BKfloouanpn 

IrlHTUram, 

kk.Mh.71^000 

ST GEORGE’S 
SQUARE, SW1 

Asdccnon of neufy mod fla in 
period Hdp. Leas 999 jo, hldqi 
GQLPT. ML NTTMiqglaL 

LuTffd, 1 Ml a boh, a shwc, 
map, ka/bri na. £26 0 fl00 
In fir, 2 bais. es bath, dnrr, reccp. 


- -S.' 1 (y.-.-' : ••' 


0171 J 89 13)3 


JOINT SOLE AGENTS 


PORTUGAL 


GLUTTONS 


0171 824 8822 


habt,3bc6.1Ma l limi 

£«23j000 

ELM PARK GDNS, 
SW10 

Ufa W bast Bt on 2 nd flr wih 
srontnoponi (dm. DT, porter. , 


doi MM .fapr.wb, PANGBOURNE. BERKS 

ExriusTTe a^ftnoits ooOeBaiiks of ike Hirer 
U 2 Jtx. £17WW Thames from £99^00 


MANSON PLACE, 
SW7 

* JUST REDUCED • 
4thOr BtmposxJ bfcW 
Vld DT, lift, iadep COL 
Zbak.ZtaMpa), 
reajj, ka/betf* rm. 

lldja.CLm.7yi 




0171-2377575 


^ WARMINGHAMS 

TeL* 01491874144 Fax: 01491 875146 


Yonr luxury second home between the 

green fairways and the white beacbes 

.27T jt <f™ ■*"«>o lag* VrOt do Mo 
Ek*uit and spaduu* aparoiKuLi set in manirc flpnfera around 
rhulr wi irnnw oouro, am ] sirimminA pools, totrum and 
nanny nkanto. UxurtiMt fixtures and llriinfc. Fora i 
lifaffyle blhotn a htjtb-rtsv in ri^fit. 

fttHM apprtuc. £ 70,000 -£200,000 

Mortgages and rental income if required. 
InspwtHHi visits to mi][ your cflarv* 


. . .. X* 
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LAW 31 


Court of Appeal 


Law Report December 201995 


Court of Appeal 


Power to hear second complaint 




Marley UK Ltd and Another 
v Anderson 

Before Lord Justice Russell. Lord 
Justice Waite and Lord Justice 
Schiemann 

pudgment December I3J 
An industrial tribunal which had 
rqectal an employee's Complaint 
of unfair dismissal cm the ground 
that it was made more than three 
months after the dismissal but not 
within a reasonable time alter the 
employee became aware of the 
ground of complaint, had jurisdic- 
oon to hear a second complaint 
about the same dismissal on a 
different ground which the em¬ 
ployee had subsequently discov¬ 
ered. 

The moment at which the em¬ 
ployee first developed a belief in 
the right to dahn unfair dismissal, 
on any grounds, did not fix. for all 
time and for all purposes includin'* 
any grounds of complaint then still 
unknown but subsequently discov¬ 
ered. the point of time at which it 
became reasonably practicable for 
him to present a complaint. Issues 
of reasonable practicability under 
section 67(2] depended on aware¬ 
ness of specific grounds for com¬ 
plaint. 

77ie Cburt of Appeal so held 
dismissing an appeal by the 
employers. Marley UK Ud and 
Marley Floors Ud against a de¬ 
cision of die Employment Appeal 
Tribunal (Mr Justice Mummery. 
Mrs M. L Boyle and Mr J. A 
Scoulleri [The Times December lb, 
1993; [I994J ICR 295) that the 
industrial tribunal was entitled, 
notwithstanding its finding that a 
first set of facts had caused the 
employee. Stuart Anderson, to 
believe he had grounds Tor a 
complaint, to regard a second set of 
facts as a further ground for 
presenting a complaint and to 
conclude that it was not reason¬ 
ably practicable lo present a com¬ 
plaint on that ground before the 
end of a period of three months 
after the dismissal. 

Section 67 of the Employment 
Protection (Consolidation) Act 1978 
provides; “(1) A complaint may be 
presented to an industrial tribunal 
against an employer by any person 
... that he was unfairly dismissed 


by the employer. 

“(2) ... an industrial tribunal 
shall noi consider a complaint 
under this section unless it is 
presented to the tribunal before the 
end of the period of three months 
beginning with the effective dale of 
termination or within such further 
periud as the tribunal considers 
reasonable in a case when; it is 
satisfied that it was nor reasonably 
practicable far the complaint lo be 
presented before the end of the 
period of three months.’' 

Mr David Richardson for the 
employers; Mr John Bowers for 
the employee. 

LORD JUSTICE WAITE said 
that the employee's first ground of 
complaint had been unfair selec¬ 
tion for redundancy and the sec¬ 
ond alleged that the true reason for 
his complaint was not redundancy 
at ail but capability. 

.The two grounds both relied on 
different facts but in both cases the 
facts relied on were unknown to 
the employee until after the expiry 
of the three-month time Until from 
the date of dismissal. 

The first ground had originally 
been raised as a single ground in 
the originating application which 
the employee presented more than 
three months after the date of 
dismissal. TTie second ground was 
raised by subsequent amendment 
to (he same application. 

Because both grounds had been 
raised outside the three-month 
time limit imposed by section 67(2) 
of the I97S Act. it became necessary 
far the tribunal to rule, as a 
preliminary issued, on whether it 
had jurisdiction to entertain the 
complaint. 

In the case of the first ground, 
the industrial tribunal ruled that it 
had not been practicable far the 
employee to present his complaint 
within time because the employee 
had not become a ware of the facts 
upon which it was founded within 
the three months; but nevertheless 
held that it had no jurisdiction to 
entertain the complaint so far as it 
depended on that ground, because 
the employee or his advisers had 
delayed unreasonably in issuing 
the originating application. 

In the case of the second ground 


of complaint the industrial tri¬ 
bunal made a similar finding that 
the. previously undiscovered, fads 
on which it was founded did nor 
come to his knowledge until a date 
which made it impracticable lo 
present the complaint within time, 
but in that instance held that it had 
jurisdiction to entertain (he com¬ 
plaint because the complaint had 
been raised reasonably quickly 
after acquiring the relevant 
knowledge. 

The employers had argued be¬ 
fore the Employment Appeal Tri¬ 
bunal that time began to run 
against the employee for all pur¬ 
poses once he became awn re of one 
set of facts providing grounds far 
an unfair dismissal complain!. 
That contention had been rejected 
by the appeal tribunal. 

The issue was whether indus¬ 
trial tribunals were bound, when 
applying section 67(Z) of the 1978 
AO, to regard the moment at which 
the employee first developed a 
belief in the right to claim unfair 
dismissal, on any grounds, as 
fating, for all time and for all 
purposes including any grounds of 
complaint then still unknown but 
subsequently discovered, the point 
of time at which it became reason¬ 
ably practicable [or him to present 
a complaint. 

Another way of expressing the 
same question was whether issues 
of reasonable practicability under 
section 67(2) depended cm aware¬ 
ness of a right to complain at aO. or 
upon awareness of specific 
grounds for complaint. 

Mr Anderson was information 
technology manager with Marley 
Floors Ltd. He was made redun¬ 
dant on November 15. I9Q1. On 
March 18 or 19. 1992 he had 
discovered from a former col¬ 
league that the company had 
merged with another in the 
Marley group and that another 
employee had been appointed 
information technology manager 
in the merged group. Mr Ander¬ 
son had presented a complaint on 
April 24, 1992 that his dismissal 
was not a genuine redundancy or 
that he had been unfairly selected 
for redundancy. 

In October 1992, Mr Anderson 


Restricting satellite litigation 


Oliver and Another v Mc¬ 
Kenna & Co (a Firm) 

A plaintiff could only sue his 
advisers for negligently putting, or 
omitting to put, evidence before the 
court, which had led to the court 
making an order with which he 
was dissatisfied if the inclusion, or 
exclusion, of such evidence had the 
effect of entirely changing the 
aspect of the case. 

Mr Justice Laddie so held in the 
Chancery Division, on November 
30 in dismissing an action for 


negligence brought by Laurence 
Edward Oliver arid Design 
AnciUaries (Engineering) Ltd 
against McKenna & Co. a firm of 
solicitors, for. inter alia, their 
recommendation of a particular 
incorporated insolvency prac¬ 
titioner which led to his appoint¬ 
ment by Mr Justice Harman, on 
February 1.1988, as ttae receiver of 
a partnership between the first 
pkm tiff and his son. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that the 
purpose behind cases like Hunter v 
Chief Constable of the West 


Midlands Police (|I9S2) AC 529) 
and Somasundaram v M. Julius 
Melchior & Co Q1988|1WLR 1394) 
was to restrict to a minimum 
satellite litigation, the purpose or 
mayor effect of which would be to 
undermine in one court the consid¬ 
ered decision of another court on 
the same issue. 

. In the instant case, the question 
was whether Mr Justice Harman* 
derision to appoint the receiver 
was correct, not whether sub¬ 
sequent events would have jus¬ 
tified the court in removing him. 


had obtained a copy of a 
memorandum written in June 1991 
criticising his performance. He 
had nor previously been told there 
was any criticism of his perfor¬ 
mance. On November 9, 1992 he 
had amended his originating 
application lo contend that if the 
true reason for his dismissal was 
conduct or capability it was both 
procedu rally and substantively 
unfair. 

The nature of the employment 
relationship was such that employ¬ 
ers would normally have a greater 
knowledge than employees of die 
particular circumstances giving 
rise to a dismissal. 

A disadvantage of the tribunals’ 
informal procedure for pleadings 
and discovery was that informa¬ 
tion necessary to enable an em¬ 
ployee to know and understand the 
lull circumstances of, and motives 
for his disnissal might emerge 
only slowly and gradually. 

As the picture emerged, the 
employee ought to be allowed the 
maximum opportunity of adding 
to or changing, his grounds of 
complaint. There was no principle 
of justice or fairness which would 
justify restraining the employee 
from proceeding on a second 
ground of complaint, raised within 
a period found by the tribunal to be 
reasonable. 

If employers wished lo protea 
themselves against late claims on 
the basis of newly discovered 
information, they would see to it 
that the fullest information was 
given to the employee at the time of 
dismissal and that if proceedings 
folknwd their discovery was open- 
handed. 

Mr Richardson had submitted 
on the basis of passages in Mach¬ 
ine Tool Industry Research Associ¬ 
ation v Simpson fll988| ICR 558. 
564G) and in Churchill vA. Yea res 
£S Son Ud {)19K3j ICR 380. that it 
was now settled law that industrial 
tribunals must regard the moment 
at which the employee first devel¬ 
oped a belief in a right to claim 
unfair dismissal on some ground 
as fixing far all time the moment of 
reasonable practicability. 

Those passages however should 
not be construed as if they were 
statutes. They did not restrict the 
proposition which his Lordship, in 
oommon with the Employment 
Appeal Tribunal believed to be (he 
law. that the questions posed by 
section 670. reasonable prac¬ 
ticability of presentation within 
time and the reasonableness of any 
subsequent period elapsing before 
presentation, were both matters fa 
be weighed separately, ground by 
ground and fact by fact, under 
each head of unfair dismissal upon 
which a complaint or complaints 
was or were founded. 

Lord Justice Russell and Lord 
Justice Schiemann agreed. 

Solicitors: Argles & Court. Maid¬ 
stone; Hannan & Harman. 
Canterbury. 
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Right to oral hearing 
over dispute 


Former client waived 
legal privilege 


l 




Regina v Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board. Ex 
parte Dickson 

Before Mr Justice Camwath 
pudgment December 5) 

Where there was a dispute about 
the character of an applicant for 
compensation under the Criminal 
Injuries Compensation Scheme 
1990 (pod 2434) that would 
amount fa a dispute as to conclu¬ 
sions under paragraph 24(c) of die 
scheme so that he would be 
entitled to an oral hearing. 

Mr Justice Camwath. sitting as 
additional judge of the Queen's 
Bench Division, so held when 
upholding the application of Rich¬ 
ard Dickson for certiorari id quash 
the refusal by the Criminal Inju¬ 
ries Compensation Board on Janu¬ 
ary 19, 1992 of his application for 
an oral hearing of his claim for 
compensation for assault and rob¬ 
bery after that claim was rejected 
on the ground of his own criminal- 

tty- 

Paragraph 24 or the 1990 
Scheme provides: “An applicant 
wOf be entitled to an oral hearing 
only if ... (c) no award or a 
reduced award was made and 
there is a dispute as to the material 
facts or conclusions upon which 
the initial or reconsidered decision 
was based or it appears that the 
decision may have been wrong in 
law or principle." 

Mr David A Blake for the 
applicant; Mr Michael Kent for the 
board. 

MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that the issue was wh ether, 
having regard to the correct inter¬ 
pretation of paragraph 24(c) the 
board could reasonably have re¬ 
fused an oral hearing. 

The applicant contended that 
“conclusion'* in paragraph 24(c) 
meant any conclusion drawn from 
the facts including the conclusion 


as to the extent to which the award 
should be affected by a previous 
conviction. 

His Lordship accepted that there 
was oo reason to adopt an artificial 
restriction on the ordinary mean¬ 
ing of the word, particularly in a 
contact where character was being 
used as a reason to deprive 
someone of compensation which 
was otherwise doe. 

The language in paragraph 24(c) 
was not therefore confined to just 
raw facts, but also to the conclu¬ 
sions which were id be drawn from 
them, inferences, and also value 
judgments as to significance and 
weight, in reaching a final 
evaluation. 

It was rax necessary to attempt 
an all-embracing definition but the 
points that might be covered 
included the gemriness of attempts 
made by the defendant to reform 
himself and the seriousness of the 
crimes and the weight to be given 
to a series of less serious crimes. 

Afl those were matters on which 
an oral hearing could be important 
to put the hare record in context 
All the applicant could do was put 
his side of the story and his 
assessment of the convictions. 

In doing so he was implidtty 
putting in issue the evaluation at 
first instance of those convictions; 
in other words he was disputing 
the conclusions on which the 
decision was based. 

The board's derision was under¬ 
standable if it thought that it was 
con cerned solely with disputes of 
fact or inferences of fact, but not if 
the paragraph had the wider 
meaning which his Lordship 
considered ft bora. It was not a 
decision which it could reasonably 
have arrived at. The application 
succeeded and the derision would 
be quashed. 

Solicitors: Miss Angela Har¬ 
ding. Wythmshavws Treasury 
Solicitor. 


Kershaw v Whelan 

Before Mrs Justice Ebsworth 
(Judgment October L2| 

A solicitor who was sued by a 
former client was entitled to 
discovery and inspection of privi¬ 
leged documents in the files of 
solid tors previously acting for the 
plaintiff which related to separate 
proceedings and which included 
notes of advice given by solicitors 
and opinions and advices of 
counsel. 

By bringing civil proceedings 
against his solicitor the plaintiff 
impliedly waived legal pro¬ 
fessional privilege in respect of all 
relevant matters, including files of 
his other earlier solicitors held by 
his present solicitors. 

Mrs Justice Ebsworth so held 
giving judgment in open court 
after a hearing in chambers in 
Liverpool of an interlocutory 
application for discovery by the 
defendant, Alan Whelan, in 
proceedings for breach of trust, 
breach of contract or negligence 
brought by Ian Kershaw. 

Mr Nicholas Davidson. QC. for 
the defendant; Mr lan Deeming. 
QC, for the plaintiff. 

MRS JUSTICE EBSWORTH 
said the plaintiff was severely 
disabled, bong spastic and almost 
blind. His father had died in April 
1979 and in accordance with the 
wishes of his father's widow he 
moved from die family home to 
institutional accommodation 
' which he disliked. His father had 
left £44.377 in a trust fund to be 
applied between his beneficiaries 
at the trustees* absolute discretion. 

The trustees had consulted the 
defendant, whose reply by letter of 
June 20.1979 was a factor mfluenc- 
,ing the trustees to award the 
widow £39,041 and the plaintiff 
and his sister £5336 apiece. The 
plaintiff contended that that dis¬ 


tribution was inequitable given his 
specific needs and severe 
disabilities. 

The present action was made on 
a daim that the letter of July 20, 
1979 was written in breach of a 
duty awed to him by Mr Whelan. 
Mr Whelan had denied breach of 
duty and pleaded limitation. The 
defence relied on documents and 
letters passing between the plain¬ 
tiff and his former solicitors, 
Mannheim & Otto, in 1983. The 
plaintiff daimed in reply that he 
did not and could not with due 
diligence have discovered the rele¬ 
vant facts until April 1985. 

The plaintiff had engaged in 
other litigation using various firms 
of solicitors and it was in connec¬ 
tion with those proceedings that 
the documents sought by the 
defence had come into existence. 

Those were undoubtedly privi¬ 
leged documents. The faa that the 
action for which they had been 
brought into existence was con¬ 
cluded was immaterial: Calcrqft v 
Guest fll898| 1 QB 759). The issue 
was whether the privilege had 
been waived in respect of docu¬ 
ments going to the issues in die 
present case. 

The principal issue in the 
present case was deliberate 
concealment and the plaintiff's 
date of knowledge of the letter of 
July 20,1979 and/or its purport. 

In her Ladyship* judgment, the 
files of the plaintiffs former solic¬ 
itors in the hands of his present 
solicitor were subject to the same 
rules of discovery as die file of his 
present solicitors. There was no 
logical basis for distinguishing 
between those files and those or the 
plaint i ff's present solicitors where 
the various solid tors were dealing 
with essentially the same subject 
matter. 

So lid tors: Wansbroughs Willey 
Hargrave. Leeds; H. F. T. Gough 
& Co, Whitehaven. 







Cooperative Wholesale So¬ 
ciety Ud v British Railways 
Board 

Before Lord Justice Beldam. Lord 
Justice Hobhouse and Lord Justice 
Aidous 

(Judgment December 18) 

The right of abatement should be 
confined to cases where the sec¬ 
urity of lives or property required 
immediate and speedy actual or 
where such action could be at- 
enrised simply without recourse to 
the expense and inconvenience of 
legal proceedings in rircumstances 
unlikely to give rise to argument or 

dispute. Where a simple and 
speedy application to a court could 
be made, the remedy of self-help 
was neither appropriate nor 
desirable. 

The Court of Appeal so stated in 

a reserved judgment allowing in 
part an appeal by the British 
Railways Board from a judgment 
on March 21.1995 by Judge Briggs 
in Darlington County Com 
awarding the Co-Operative 
Wholesale Society the sum of 
£6,056, the cost of demolishing ana 


limit to right of legal self-help 

. .... , • n __ J -» M. -TV,. J.I., u nhab n lolran tn nrt 


* . 

_ _ 


rebuilding part of a wall on the 
property of the defendants. 

Mr Piers Hill for the BR board: 
Mr Martin Lindsay for CWS. 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM said 
that the wall on BR"s land had 
started to bulge over part of its 
section and to lean over the land 
belonging to CWS. 

A BR representative did not 
agree that it was dangerous but 
stated that if CWS wanted to carry 
out repairs he was willing for them 
to ifo so but at their expense. CWS 
demolished the wall and rebuili it 
and daimed the cost from BR who 
refused to pay. 

Mr Hill had accepted the judge's 
finding that the wall was a 
nuisance but had argued that he 
was wrong to hold that BR were 
responsible either for the cost of 
demolition or for rebuilding. He 
said that the law had always set its 
fare against sdf-bdp unless re¬ 
course to such remedies was 
unavoidable. 

He referred to Clerk and 
Undseii- on Tort (I7th edition. 
pl549) where under the rubric of 
"Abatement of nuisancer the au- 


U 


thors said: “The right to abate a 
nuisance has fallen into a certain 
amount of judicial disfavour and 
various limitations have been put 
up it in judgments which suggests 
the creation of further limitations 
in future." 

After referring to various 
authorities his Lordship said that 
the judge having found that £1.400 
was reasonably spent in demo¬ 
lition he could see no bar to CWS 
recovering that sum as damages. 

He confessed that he would have 
reached the opposite conclusion 
with considerable refoctanoe for he 
would not like to think that a rule 
of procedure propounded over 350 
years ago to discourage a party 
from taking the law into his own 
hands precluded die oommon law 
from developing in a way which 
allowed recovery in the circum¬ 
stances of the case: 

To deny an occupier the right to 
the cost of removal of a potential 
source of danger to his property, 
which the court had hdd was 
expenditure justifiably and reason¬ 
ably incurred in the circum¬ 
stances. could deter action being 


taken to prevent danger to visitors 
or workmen using the premises. 

In the present case CWS feared 
not only tor the safety of customers 
but also for the safety of those who 
would be working on the rite. 

On the second ground of appeal 
he could see no basis on which 
CWS could recover the cost of 
rebuilding the wall. It was BR's 
wall. 

While CWS might have re¬ 
garded it as reasonable and in its 
own interests have desired to 
rebuild the waft, it had no right to 
do so and any permission it had 
was to rebuild it at its own expense 
if it wished to do so. 

BR owed no duty to CWS to 
fence its land and if CWS wished to 
provide for the safety of its inshore 
it could reasonably have done so 
on its own property. 

His Lordship would allow the 
appeal and vary the judge's order 
to substitute the figure of £1.400, 
the cost of demolishing the walL 

Lord Justice Hobhouse and Lord 
Justice Aidous agreed. 

Solicitors: Jacksons, Middles¬ 
brough; Kennedys. 


Sanction for false statement 


Regina v Page 

Before Lord Justice Kennedy. Mr 

Justice Judge and Mr Justice 

Clarice 

(Judgment December 14) 

A false statement made to a 
trading standards officer during 
an interview under caution was a 
statement to which criminal sanc¬ 
tions applied. 

The Court of Appeal, Criminal 
Division, so held in dismissing an 
appeal by Philip Charles Page 
against his conviction in February 
1995 at Isleworth Crown Court 
(Judge Meier), on a plea of guilty 
after a ruling by the trial judge, to 
three counts of making a false 
statement to a trading standards 
officer contrary to section 29(2) of 
the Trade Descriptions Act 1968 for 
which he was fined £200. with 
seven days imprisonment in de¬ 
fault, on each count and ordered to 
pay E400 prosecution costs. 

Section 29 of the 1968 Act 
provides: 

“0) Any person who — ... (c) 
without reasonable cause fails to 
give [a trading standards officer] 
... any other assistance or 
information which he may reason¬ 
ably reqiri re of him for the purpose 
of the performance of his functions 
under this Act. shall be guilty of an 
offence... 

“(2) If any person, in giving such 


information as is mentioned in the 
preceding subsection, makes any 
statement which he knows to be 
false, he shali be guilty of an 
offence." 

Mr Julian Christopher, assigned 
by the Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals, for the appellant: Mr 
Simon Blackford for the 
prosecutor. 

LORD JUSTICE KENNEDY, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said that the appellant was a self- 
employed dealer in vehicles. He 
was involved in buying second¬ 
hand care for a friend, the co¬ 
defendant. who altered the 
odometer readings before re-sell¬ 
ing the cars. 

When the appellant was inter¬ 
viewed, under caution, by a trad¬ 
ing standards officer he made 
statements which he knew to be 
false, and he was charged with 
three offences under section 29(2) 
of the 1968 Act. 

Before die trial judge Mr Chris¬ 
topher submitted that section 29(2) 
did not cover information provided 
in an interview under caution 
because the word "require" in 
section 29{I)(c) had a mandatory 
dement and the offence in section 
29(2) could only be committed in a 
situation where the interviewee 
was bound to answer the question. 

Ex hypothesi. if tfw interviewee 


had been told, in the words of the 
caution, that he did not need to 
answer the question, then the 
situation was not one which fell 
within the scope of section 29)l)(c). 
The Trial judge ruled against that 
submission and the appellant 
changed his plea to one of guilty. 

Mr Christopher repeated his 
submission before their Lordships 
who frit unable in read the section 
in that way. 

If one looked first at section 
29(2), a person giving information 
was at risk if Ik gave information 
which he knew to be false, and thar 
situation was one which, on the 
fact of it. arose in the present case. 

ft arose because information 
was being sought which the officer 
reasonably required of the inter¬ 
viewee for the purpose of the 
performance of the officer's func¬ 
tions under the Art. 

The interviewee did not have to 
answer the officer's questions 
because he had been cautioned, 
and if he declined to answer then 
Ik would ncn have been guilty of 
any offence under section 29(j)jc) 
since thar section opened with the 
words "without reasonable cause". 
He would have had a reasonable 
cause for failing to give informa¬ 
tion because he had been cau¬ 
tioned and told that he need not 
give it. 

However. if he had chosen to 


give information which was false 
he put himself plainly within the 
scope of section 29(2). 

Any other construction would 
lead to an absurdity because, if Mr 
Christopher's construction was 
correct, up to the moment of 
caution, if the interviewee gave 
information which was false, he 
was liable to be prosecuted under 
section 29(2). 

However, once the formality of 
caution had been gone through he 
could then give not merely no 
information but false information 
with impunity and that, it seemed 
to their Lordships, could not have 
been what the Act intended. 

In other Siam lory provisions in 
the Act the verb “require" un¬ 
doubtedly envisaged the person in 
respect of whom the requirement 
was made doing something which 
he had nooption but to do. but that 
was plainly not the situation which 
arose in section 29(1) and (2) for the 
reasons outlined above. 

"Require" was an ordinary Eng¬ 
lish word and could be used in 
different contexts and plainly it 
was used in different ways in 
different sections of the 1968 
particular Act The judge was right 
in the ruling he gave and accord¬ 
ingly there was no substance in 
this appeal. 

Solicitors: Mr David Over. 
Reading. 


Hospital blood sample request 


Webber v Director of Public 
Prosecutions 

Before Lord Justice Schiemann 
and Mr Justice Holland 
Pudgment December 4] 

A requirement lawfully made of a 
patient at a hospital for the 
provision of a blood sample under 
section 9{l){a) of the Road Traffic 
Act 1988 was not varied or dis¬ 
charged by the fact that the patient 
left the hospital before she could 
comply. 

It remained valid when the 
discharged patient was sub¬ 
sequently arrested under section 6 
of the Art and taken to a police 
station where a breath analysis 
machine was available. 

There was nothing in die statute 
to say that the locus was so vital 
that the specimen had to be 
provided in (he hospital. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so stated when dismissing 
an appeal by Penelope Webber by 
way of case stated against die 
dismissal of her appeal at Kings¬ 
ton Crown Court (Judge MacRae 
and justices) on April 4. 1995 
against her conviction by Wimble¬ 
don Justices on December 8. 1994 
of driving with excess alcohol 
contrary to section 5(1)(a) of the 
Road Traffic Art I9S8. 

Section 9 of the 1988 Act 
provides: 


"(I) While a person is at hospital 
as a patient he shall not be 
require! to provide a specimen of 
breath for a breath test or to 
provide a specimen lor a lab¬ 
oratory test unless the medical 
practitioner in immediate charge 
of his case has been notified of the 
proposal to make the requirement; 
and — la) if the requirement is then 
made, it shall be for the provision 
of a specimen ar the hospital..." 

Mr Keith Hadrill for Ms 
Webber: Mr John McGuinness for 
the prosecution. 

MR JUSTICE HOLLAND said 
that following a car aoddent Ms 
Webber was taken to hospital. 
While still a patient she refused to 
give a breath specimen. 

She was therefore required to 
give a blood sample subject to the 
provisions of sections 7(l)(b) and 
9(1) of the 1988 Art but before she 
was able to comply she was 
discharged. 

As she was no longer a patient, 
she was subsequently arrested for 
her earlier failure to provide a 
specimen. At the police station she 
provided a blood specimen and 
was charged. 

Mr Hadrill submitted that upon 
discharge from hospital Ms 
Webber was similarly discharged 
from the obligation to comply with 


the lawful requirement to provide 
blood. 

The obligation started afresh 
under section 7{!)(a) of the 1988 Art, 
necessitating provision of breath 
specimens through the use of a 
breath analysis machine which 
was available ai the police station. 

Since the police did not adopt 
ihar course, the blood specimen 
actually provided was not supplied 
in response to any lawful require¬ 
ment and therefore could not 
found the conviction. Mr Hadrill 
drew the court’s attention to the 
words of section 9(l)(a) saying that 
the requirement "shall be for the 
provision of a specimen at the 
hospital". 

Given that the (awful require¬ 
ment had to be on those terms, he 
submitted, it could only be sat¬ 
isfied by provision at the hospital. 
Reliance was also placed on Pascoe 
v Nicholson fll981| RTR 421.429H) 
and Whelan v DPP (unreported. 
June 28. J994. DC). 

Mr McGuinness submitted that 
the fact found by the justices, that 
the requirement by the police 
officer for the provision of a blood 
specimen was lawful, set in train a 
procedure backed up by the sanc¬ 
tion of section 7(6) of the 19SS Acl 

Once set in train that course 
could not be discharged by an 
irrelevant change of locus. As long 
as the section 9(l)(a) procedure was 


started in hospital and not ab¬ 
rogated it continued after the 
patient left hospital. 

Only if an officer, following 
discharge from hospital, set in 
train the section 7{l)(a) procedure, 
making it abundantly plain that 
the procedure previously in course 
was no longer in course, could 
there be an abrogation. In the 
present case there was no such 
indication. 

in his Lordship's judgment, 
those submissions were to be 
preferred. In particular, the officer 
had set in train the procedure by 
virtue of a lawful requirement 

Thai procedure had a sanction 
provided and it was not varied or 
discharged by the mere fact that 
Ms Webber left hospital before she 
could comply. There was nothing 
in the Art which said that locus 
was so vital that the specimen had 
to be provided in hospital. 

The court respectfully could not 
agree with the Divisional Court in 
Whelan, where the point was not 
folly argued and the observations 
of Mr Justice Buxton were obiter 
dicta. The appeal would be 
dismissed. 

Lord Justice Schiemann agreed. 

Solicitors: Kidd MacLaverty & 
Co. Kingston upon Thames; 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
Headquarters. 


LA CREME DE LA CREME 


CREME DE LA CREME 


PA/OFFICE MANAGER 

Required to woik for Director of 
Nue drip company. If you have 
strong secretarial experience, 
thrive under pressure and want to 
develop your office management 
potential in return for an excellent 
salary, please call Judith EDison for 
an immediate interview on 

01718391361 

MANPOWER PLC (Emp Agy) 

O MANPOWER 


S PERSONAL SECRETARY/P.A. 

required for American lady. Must be 
polished and efficient with good 
shorthand/WP5.1 or similar and 
some bookeeping skills. Good 
telephone manner. 

salary 18k neg. age 28+ 
mid-Jan start 

please fax CV and cover letter to 
0171-615-8209 
or telephone 0171-615-8207 
for details. 


Directors’ Secretaries 

wish all our clients and candidates 
a very happy Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year 

We look forward to seeing 
you in 1996. 

0171 629 9323 
DIRECTORS’ SECRETARIES 


EXEC. SEC 

CE22.000+++ 

LUXURY MEDICAL 

As PA in the MO Ditto US 

HaaHi is Ob. eAtejfair, yout 

S&S 

u 45) A energy ptaarare 120 

UmeMBarfyUM Year. 

Cal Homs Stomp Ret 
0171 222 5091. 


PROMOTION CO. 

WORLD FAMOUS 
CUBITS, 

NEED YOffl SHBE Of HUMOUR. 
FAST THINKING AW GOOD 
TYPING fQR Y0UM6 TtAM- 
SSflOUS PROSPECTS FOR GOOD 
TEAM PLAYER W4W AND 
URTH URBON OFFICES- 
EAfiLVars.EYRSW. 
£14,000. 

NORMA SKEMPHEC. 

0171 222 5091. 


SENIOR PA/FLUENT 
FRENCH 

Retired mffloitiw needs a senior 
secretary with fluent French md 
metal PA dob to mate 
office in outsundma Kensngtao 
location. Safety to be between 10 
and20K. Find out more by 
contacting 

MERR0W EMPLOYMENT 
AGENCY 

Tet 0171 499 3939 
Fate Of 71 409 2959. 


NEW YEAR NEW JOB. 
WITH 

FRENCH 19K + BENEFITS 
Enori 0» nnU n W f tttta |date/t 
•M MM rife B0m*m 
WAV Lotus 123 A Sait, flu 

lodutmi, oqpBstffanl ns & faneb 

••ibeputflaMpxtice fot 35+. 
EtJRECWHT 

Tat 0171 222 1515/BSBB 
Free 0171 222 1018 


Secretary/Administrator 
Smart, stfideot saoany 
mpred ft* small BtssatioBal 
fransd company in Mayfair. 
Duties wB indude aduan.. book 
keeping, computer skits [W4Wj 
End) and E-vaL 
Safcvy £17.000 (ana). 
Please fav CV to 
0171 355 1633 or 
send to Box (fa 2510 


PRODUCTION 
COMPANY 20K+Bans 

One «o**oo best recks P.A. 
■to* 


Ik 90/55 WPS. I. 
Knowledge of Hie •dustry □ 


EURECRUTT 

Tel: 0171 222 1515/ 8866 
Fw 0171 222 IBIS 


MULTI-LINGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


RESEARCH 
ASSISTANT 
FLUENT FRENCH 

fExcthat + Boning toss 

Exceptional opportunity for a 
graduate with fluent spoken 
& written French. Assisting a 
team of analysts, translating 
Onto English), co-ordinating 


angextauwefr with 
Franca. France background 
VERY useful, computer 


tongue essentiaL 

APPOINTMENTS 

BUAN6UAGE 

Tet0171 355 1975 

Fax: 0171 499 9568 


MULTI-UNGUAL 

OPPORTUNITIES 


FRENCH • wraktnd PA for small, 
hi* profile investment MrWng 
operation. Enginh shorthand. 
C20-E25K + generous bonus 
Multilingual Services rec cons 
0171 B36 .VT9q_ 


GERMAN ■ speak B10 PA to new 
tomt oenernl manner. Strong 

onnitfrer. very computer Hfer 
Me. Banking/ wcurlHea to 
preferred. £2QK + bonk ptgr. 
Multilingual Sen tee? rec nn 
0171 BS6 3734._ 


SUPER SECRETARIES 


AN exception*! PA/Secremry 
opportunity In SW10 Varied 
lasts, aortal. SoimUc. Invert- 
men! & charttabte lor Uilema- 
iwnal couple. Mud be mature, 
manly experienced, able lo 
drive A travel, non-smoker, dog 
lover and rowdenl In Central 
London. Fluent In French 
optional- Hlnhcu red 
Fax CV OI7t 


DTP wflfzz i PowerPointi/Exec 
Sec with shorthand. £20K- 
£2IK. Munuinouai Service* rec 
con* 0171 B36 5794._ 


OFFICE MANAGERS 


LEADING west End GaUerr deal¬ 
ing In anttoue Chinese and Jap¬ 
anese art seeks a compelenL 
omandni and «*dnuida*IK 
odlce manager. The nnendJ 
appUcani will have some secre¬ 
tarial. computer and uroc 
bookwork skills, nn as trepor 
tanl are ■ positive aultode. a 
coruscating telephone manner 
and Uw amity lo deal sympa¬ 
thetically and impnrtslvoly wttn 
people. Both scrtnlly as n 'front 
person* and wuh your handful 
or follow-workers. Some famil¬ 
iarity Wtui Aslan art and lan¬ 
guages a consIdoraMe ptuv but 
by no means rrautred. On the 
other hand, impeccable EmMah 
spelling and os i i in a r crucial 
OccasMool sirossful benods. 

. unsocial hours and rrsathndv 
glamorous Ionian travel: Ins 
1 IreoumUy. long boring 
stretches. Starting salary 
CIS.500 - Cl5.000. dependent 
upon age, experience and quail- 
Oration Tel: 0171 629 4670. 


onn Manager lor young rtv- 
reside design rtixuo in SWi. 
Typing, telephone A stgwiHe 
Hanoi skills, starting £I2K. Fax 
CVlo Maureen 0171 Ba4 9JT0 


BANKING & LEGAL 
LA CREME 


PA/Book-Keeper 
(salary £20,000) 
wantetf for prunrij 


properly oo. Bright sdf 
surter with ability lo get 
things done, needed to 
work in sucessfiil team. 

Apply. Jupiter 
Investments, 22 
I Dorset Si WIH3FT. 


NO LEGAL 
CAREER CHANGE 
£ 20,000 + 

Top high-tech taw firm 
wants to train and invest 
hi your career. Good 
work record + sac skills 
essentiaL Sal/peckaga In 
88 of E20k 


Mainstream 
0171 495 1 


PART TIME 
VACANCIES 


PART-TIME See wiui mator 
estate agency by Sloane S<t. 
Mon-FTi. G hrs/ day £ Ne*. 
Stack. Horse Amende*. 0171 
730 8763. _ _ 


BANKING & LEGAL 
LA CREME 


LEGAL 

SECRETARY 

Req. for small busy 
matrimonial law liim. 
Mid 20's upwards wilh 
min 5 years cup. Skills 
must include a good 
telephone manner and 
I WordPerfect 6.1 ess. Must j 
be able to work in a team. 
SALARY NEG. 

NO AGENCIES 
Send CV 10 : 

Miles Preston & Co. 
Eldon Chambers, 30 
Fleet Street, London. 
EC4Y 1AA. 


Publishing Opportunity 

EXPERIENCED 
personal Assistant 

Darling Kindaxiey, tbe sncaessftii publisher afhigWy 
illustrated non-fiction books, requires an enthusiastic md 
dedicated PA to week for fbr Deputy Chairman 
and Legal Directo: 

The position will invoke liaising with naff and customers at 
all levels, as wed as with authors and their agents. 111131016 
will include organisation of diaries, minute eking, making 
an travel arrangements and typing of cmespaudcace, 
reports and coiuraets. 

The successful candidate will be computer literate, have good 
shorthand and typing skiffs together with an excetignt 
command of the English language. If you have a good sense 
of humour with a friendly and easy going manner please apply 
in writing (quoting ref. No. 526) stating cwnaU salary to 
Dot Barsby, Personnel Director, 9 Henrietta Street, 
Govern Garden, London, WC2E 8PS enclosing fnD CV. 

AppBeatoas date Stk Jauary 1996. 
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■ TELEVISION 

Is it 17th-centuiy 
England or our 
modem era that 
is portrayed in 
John Osborne’s 
last screenplay? 



■ VISUAL ART 

Fine photography 
on show; 1930$ 
Germany in 
focus; and 
Weegee’s view of 
1940s New York 


ARTS 



■ JAZZ 

George Melly 
has to work 
hard to win 
over boisterous 
punters at 
Ronnie Scott?s 



TOMORROW 


Reviews ofWest 
End films and 
shows, including 
Harvey’s Rupert 
Street Lonely 
Hearts Club 



TELEVISION PREVIEW: John Osborne’s final screenplay mixes characteristic bile with (below, right) a life of Purcell 

A caviller’s dream of Restoration 


Audience 
las the 


■ 




J ohn Osborne felt he had 
been bom m the right 
place at the wrong time. 
Starting with Look Back 
in Anger, continuing as he 
grew older and his patriotism 
grouchier. he was forever com¬ 
paring our leaden era with tire 
stiver of Edwardian Britain 
and the gold of earlier epochs. 
The key text is the slightly 
barmy Sense of Detachment, 
in which one character reads 
extracts from antique love 
poems and another bits of 
contemporary pom, giving the 
impression that England has 
shrunk from a green and 
pleasant land into a sex-aid 
supermarket on the Ml. 

His last _ 

screenplay, Eng¬ 
land, My Eng¬ 
land, to be 
shown by Chan¬ 
nel 4 on Christ¬ 
mas Day, is 
better and most¬ 
ly less batty than 
Detachment, but 
it is in the same 
tradition. The 
period is the late 
1960s, and a dis¬ 
enchanted actor 
is simultaneous- 
ly playing the 
lead in Shaw’s Good King 
Charles’s Golden Days and 
trying to write a TV play about 
die Restoration and, in partic¬ 
ular, the career of Henry 
Purcell. But Simon Callow, 
who takes the role, spends 
relatively tittle time in his own 
era. Mostly die action occurs 
three centuries earlier, with 
Charles the snarky thesp 
transformed into Charles the 
affable, humorous king. 

The dangers, which are 
muddle, paranoia and senti¬ 
mentality. are not always 
avoided. Even Tony Palmer’s 
resourceful production seems 
foxed by the passage at the end 
when Michael Ball’s Purcell 
swaps his period clothes for 
modem ones and starts wail¬ 
ing inscrutably about “the 
unknown”. And you do some¬ 
times get the feeling that die 
Restoration consisted of Dry- 
den drinking merrily with 
Piepys in a building by Wren to 
the accompaniment of Pur¬ 
cell's music and the gentle 
plash of Lely painting Nell 
Gwyn. while Life today means 
festering in a seedy flat outside 
a chemical works as dim do- 
gooders compete with a 
shrieking Ian Paisley for your 
attention from the TV set 
But the flip side of that is an 
enjoyably lavish if overlong 
history lesson interspersed 


C Muddle 
and 

paranoia 
are not 
always 
avoided 5 


with die odd bucketful of bile. 
Here is the great, late Robert 
Stephens bringing his mellow 
charisma to Dryden and his 
couplets, and here is the late, 
great Osborne denouncing 
"prigs, knighthood seekers, 
grubbing timeservers, malig¬ 
nant opinion-makers, dass- 
nessness, correctness”, not to 
mention a monarchy dial 
“isn’t even the tarnished gold 
fillings in a mouthful of de¬ 
cay” As for the Common 
Market, it is “as drab a name 
for such a monumental swin¬ 
dle since some bright little 
German adman thought of 
putting mass murder in the 
market as National Sodal- 

_ism” Osborne's 

not-so-subtle 
case is that, 
thanks to 
Charles’s good 
sense, good na¬ 
ture and eye for 
talent 17th-cen¬ 
tury England re¬ 
covered from the 
Commonwealth 
while we seem to 
be stuck in a 
drab Cromwel¬ 
lian winter. But 
_______ he does make 

some effort not to 
idealise the Restoration. We 
get Great Hague. Great Fire, a 
hanging and a fairly grisly 
disembowelling. We also 
watch Ball’s genial Purcell 
battling petty bureaucracy, 
poverty and the loss of child 
after child before succumbing 
to die kind of bug a couple erf 
pills would cure today. 

Incidental pleasures indude 
the appearance of the impresa¬ 
rio Bill Kenwright as a doomy 
impresario called Bill f*No 
one is going to put up with this 
much violence, not on the 
telly*} and some superb pho¬ 
tography. How. for instance, 
to evoke the devastation of 
1666? Night red light rushing 
men. flames from a building 
reflected in the river, and the 
whole of London seems ablaze. 

Of course, this does raise a 
final question, which is wheth¬ 
er fire, smallpox, infant mor¬ 
tality ex a/ are quite the 
subjects for Christmas Day. 
What next Oh Calcutta! on 
Good Friday? But l suppose 
one of the reasons we love and 
hate Channel 4 is that it is the 
maverick’s opiate. And, as 
England, My England reaf¬ 
firms, nobody was a mare 
robust and thoroughgoing 
maverick than Osborne. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


COLLECT 30 TOKENS FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN £20,000 
FOR AN 80-DAY HOLIDAY 



Win a holiday to 
the Blue Mountains 

The Times and The Sunday Times, are offering readers the 
chance to win one of 80 holidays for two, phis 10 per cent 
discounts, to a range of destinations throughout the world. 

Todays prize is a nine-day coach tour of Australia for two. 
including return flights from the UK. worth £3,760. The 
holiday takes in some of Australia’s most famous cities, 
Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne. You will visit die 
Australian Wildlife Park in the Blue Mountains where there 
are koalas and kangaroos, visit well-known vineyards, and go 
to Albury where a chair lift takes you to “Eagles Nesr for a 
panoramic views of foe Alpine scenery. 

DEPARTURES: April 6.13 and 27. May 4 and 11.1996. The 
price for the land tour with our 10% discount is E79Z per 
person, down from ESSO, and does not indude return flights. 
TODAY’S PRIZE: To win today’s holiday answer the ques¬ 
tion below and {Atone our competition hotline: 089140 50 34 
which is open until midnight tonight. The winner will be cho¬ 
sen at random from all correct entries received. Normal Times 
Newspapers competition rules apply. 

I, Name two animals often seen in the Blue Mountains. 

Cafe are charged m 3Bp par irinute cheep rate and 49p « t* othtr times, 
i--——n 

jTHE^WtoTKMESi 

i Around \ 
j the World i 
i in 80 Days i 

I £20,000 i 

j TOK EN 73j 


Austraflan Pacific Torn offers readers 
110%<£3count on today's hofiday and all j 
the coach tours featured this week. 

Tha price corore t w fer sft are 
accommodation wfth breakfast,four 
(Unmi* and sightseeing. 

For a brochura call; 

01369 707711 




Simon Callow as Charles the modern actor—or is it King Charles II?—in England. My England, Channel 4’s tune-travelling Christmas Day beat 


T here is one very prac¬ 
tical reason why Os¬ 
borne turned a com¬ 
mission for a' 
screenplay about Purcell into 
the eccentric web of metaphor, 
whimsy and time-travel that is 
England, My England, like 
die legions of musicologists 
who have churned out articles 
and books about the great 
Baroque composer to mark 
the 300th anniversary of his 
death, Osborne was aware of 
how few facts we possess 
about Purcell’s birth, or the 
details of his life, or even foe 
manner of his demise. To us. 
he seems as elusive a figure as 
Shakespeare. 

Except for one thing: much 
of Purcell's greatest music was 
written to celebrate the tri¬ 


umphs or mourn foe tragedies 
of the Restoration court The 
great strength of England, My 
England is that it takes dozens 
of those familiar, noble tunes 
— Sound the trumpet: I at¬ 
tempt from love's sickness to 
fly. Thou knowest, Lord, the 
secrets of our hearts — and 
evokes, in the most sumptuous 
fashion, a possible historical 
context for each one. 

Doubtless foe scholars will 
point to improbabilities, as 
they delighted in tearing apart 
that other celluloid epic of 
musical “faction” Amadeus. 
But there have been enough 
scrupulously researched “au¬ 
thentic” performances of Pur¬ 
cell in 1995. This elegy for a 
lost England, and (as it turned 
out) more than one lost Eng¬ 


lish muse, aspires only to be a 
gloriously imaginative fantasy 
on historical themes. 

Tony Palmer's film is occa¬ 
sionally facile in its glib paral¬ 
lels between “then” and 
“now”. Lilliburiero inevitably 
brings up news footage of 
Northern Ireland’s troubles; 
and. at the end. Fairest Isle is 
sung while a bulldozer gouges 
some green meadows. 

But even its glibness is 
compelling, and sometimes 
inspired. The Great Fire of 
London, for instance, is ac¬ 
companied by Walton’s blis¬ 
tering score for the film The 
Battle of Britain: a ludicrous 
anachronism, yet a brilliantly 
effective way of setting up 
ironic echoes across the 
centuries. 


Most important of all, Eng¬ 
land, My England celebrates 
Purcell’s work with real in¬ 
sight The musical perfor¬ 
mances, supplied by foe 
Monteverdi Choir and foe 
English Baroque Soloists 
under John Eliot Gardiner's 
direction, are as vivid as 
anything recorded in this ter¬ 
centenary year. And foe frag¬ 
ile perfection of Purcell’s 
music — a marvel conjured 
out of thin air. one always feels 
— underlines Osborne'S 
message. 

And what is that message? 
Surely this: if Restoration Eng¬ 
land — beset by continual 
catastrophes, economic and 
natural — managed to main¬ 
tain the civilised values that 
allowed genius to flourish. 


why cant we? It is, of course, a 
classic, nostalgic -English 
question; even in Purcell's day 
they were looking back With = 
misty-eyed longing to foe era 
of Byrd, Shakespeare and 
Good Queen Bess. 

But in this screenplay it 
acquires a uniquely personal 
slant Osborne’s reverence for 
an earlier Englishman whose 
genius was of a higher order 
than his own is curiously 
touching. In the playwright’s 
own swansong, such generos¬ 
ity and perception seem dou¬ 
bly poignant 

Richard 

Morrison 

• England, My England w ill be 
shown on Channel 4 at 9.05pm on 
Christmas Day 


i * * 

THE sound Of George Melly’s 

theme ! tune, -Good - Timer 

George ;; , reverberating 
through Ronnie-Scott’S is as 
reliable a harbinger of Christ¬ 
mas as a drink-driving cam¬ 
paign. The .full - scenario 
demands that foe dub be filled 
with revellers keen to listen to 
foe Feetwarmers’ music -and ■■ 
be pleasantly shocked by 
MeHy’S risqife patter. On this 
opening night, however; it was 
dear tis soon as the lines “Ill 
betitefruiyonycwChristTnas- 
tree/Ifyoupromisenot to foot 
up my pedigree” had failed to 
silence foe chaffer that this 
audience would have to be 
won over rather than milked 
of its. seasonal goodwill _ 

. Played to sympathetic audi¬ 
ences, the act is a surefire 
winner while John Chilton 
ensures that the mask: is 


George Melly 

Ronnie Scott’s 


impeccably arranged and pre¬ 
sented, Melly acts as a genial 
host, guiding listeners 
through foe riches of classic 
jazz and blues, liberally spic¬ 
ing his informative introduc¬ 
tions with off-colour jokes. 

The ingredients were all 
there as usual: a pleasantly 
slurred version of Fats Wal¬ 
ler's Ain't Misbehavin' was 
followed by one of Bessie 
Smith's most poignant compo¬ 
sitions, Wasted Life Blues: 
both Sweet Georgia Brawn 
and Frankie and Johnny re¬ 
ceived theiT customary 
airings: I'm Beginning to See - j- 
the Light and All of Me 
featured neat, intelligent ar¬ 
rangements. Still foe revellers 
remained Committed to their 
own private parties: -. 

The most promising reac¬ 
tion came when Melly an¬ 
nounced that he was going to 
sing Underneath the Arches. 

When if became dear that foe 
brooding Chilton arrange¬ 
ment was going to emphasise 
foe song's message about 
homelessness rather foan 
push nostalgia buttons, how- 
ever, this interest fen away. 

The band performed with 
eat professionalism—it was 
just tnaCon this occasion, the 
Christmas spirit was dearly 
flowing intothe audience rath¬ 
er than out of rri 

Chris Parker 


PHOTOGRAPHY SHOWS: Life through the lens, from 19th-century anthropology to modem City law firms 


Candid camera 
on the Nazi hens 


T hose who have a penchant for 
photo-stories will b e delighted 
by German Photographs of 
the 1930s. At the time, German 
publications were fond of using foe 
form to tell wiy, cautionaiy tales. A 
few are exhibited here, one of foe 
funniest concerning a portly, midfoe- 
aged man who receives a police 
summons because of his noisy dog. 
The expressions on the man’s face are 
impeccably absurd, captured by a 
(sadly) unknown photographer. 

These photo-stories form part of 
the archive of foe Klinsky Press 
Agency; 25,000 photographs of pre¬ 
war Germany that were discovered 
last year in a Dutch shed by the 
Archive of Modem Conflict The 
images are a valuable historical tool, 
showing foe growing influence of foe 
Nazi party. In one of the most 
striking shots, a dutch of hens is 
mustered in swastika formation, the 
result of a loyal farmer's arrange¬ 
ment of seed. 

Some of the propaganda comes in 
a more obvious form, especially die 
three portraits of a chain smoker, an 
alcoholic and a cocaine addict The 
subjects are lit in an Expressionist 
manner, their features as stark and 
horrible as the lunatics in Nazi films 
promoting eugenics. 

Many of foe images show techno¬ 
logical progress and order. Zeppelins 
float over the Brandenburg Gate, 
half-naked young men of the Ger¬ 
man Labour Service march in rank to 
perform gymnastics with tree trunks, 
and nuns are shown an the tele¬ 
phone. However, one 1932 shot, 
showing a man with his toy soldiers, 
is ironic. The caption reads: This 
vast army is beyond foe control of the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles ” 
Exhibition foyer. Festival Hall, 
London SEI (until January 14). It 
transfers to Bath's Royal Photo¬ 
graphic Society (01225 462841) from 
January 27 to March 31 


□ Wecgee’s work is familiar to 
many, but even cognoscenti of one of 
the world’s most successful news 
photographers should visit this exhi¬ 
bition. which consists of more than 
50 images from foe 1940s. Weegee’s 
ability to capture the full drama, 
gore, intimacy, emotion and specta¬ 
cle of New York City made him into a 
celebrity, earning the Austrian immi¬ 
grant assignments from Life and 
Vogue. Weegee was even the subject 
of a recent film. Public Eye. starring 
Joe Pfcsd. 

Much of his early work is particu¬ 
larly grisly, especially the images of 
the recently maimed, killed or mur¬ 
dered. Weegee, whose real name was 
Arthur Feiug, kept a police radio in 
his car, which enabled him to beat 
his rivals to crime scenes. 

Although he is best known for 
images of brutality, much of 
Weegee’s work is considerably more 
upbeat. His pictures of foe crowds on 
foe beach at Coney Island are joyous, 
and particularly so is the famous 
Summer Comfort, in which a group 
of children stand next to a spurting 
fire hydrant — a scene memorably 
aped by Francis Ford Coppola in The 
Godfather. When Weegee tired of 
crime photography, he turned his 
lens towards New York socialites, 
capturing the absurdity of their 
finery in relation to the streets. 
London Projects. 1-2 Ellis Street. 
London $WI (OI7I-734 1723) until 
December 22 

□ Much business sponsorship 
conies in foe form of cash rather than 
commission. Donations are of course 
hard to fault, but it is pleasing to see 
companies setting some form of 
aitistic agenda. Recently a firm of 
City solicitors. Rowe & Maw. com¬ 
missioned Nod Myles to depict foe 
effects of foe last 100 years on foe City 
lawyer. 

Although Myles trained as a 



Waterproof waders for Che Berlin sewers, one of the curious 
and arresting images from German Photographs of the 1930s 


painter, since 1984 his work has 
largely been in foe medium of 
photocollage, foe results of which are 
impressive and fun to look at Myles 
produced three large collages for the 
firm. The Centenary depicts foe 
changing nature of communication 
and its impact on the profession with 
banisters talking to each other in foe 
shadow of Lincoln's Inn. plus 
satellite dishes and foe Internet. The 
City shows London in its capacity as 
one of the planet's centres of com¬ 
merce — a busy amalgam of dpling 


rooms, post-modem architecture, 
railway trains and construction. The 
Client, the most striking of all the 
collages, displays the worlds of 
music, pr in ting, publishing, manu¬ 
facture and entertainment. Above all. 
what is most heartening about these 
images is their revelation that the 
law isn’t always an ass. 

Royal Photographic Society. The 
Octagon. Milsom Street, Bath 
(01225 462841), until mid-January 

Guy Walters 

if 


T he Photographers’ Gallery is 
playing host to a range of 
anthropological artefacts, 
culled from a variety of collections, in 
an exhibition curated by theRoyal 
Anthropological Institute (RAI). An 
array of 19th and early 20foHcentuiy 
photographs and documents is dis¬ 
played alongside the work of three 
contemporary artists, Zarina Bhimji, 
Faisal Abdu’Allah and Dave Lewis, 
who were commissioned to respond 
both to the 19th-century image of non- 
Westem man, and to current anthro¬ 
pological debates. 

Dave Lewis's photographs juxta¬ 
pose a naked male black model With 
photographs and paintings of the 
clothed, white RAI workforce. Na¬ 
kedness suggested a “natural” exis¬ 
tence to the 19th-century white 
anthropologist Lewis uses a sense of 
spectacle to naghten.foe inherent gap 
between the-people in anthrcipologi- 
cal photographs, arid foe men behind 
tile cameras. - 
Faisal Abdu’Allah agrees that the 
hierarchies seen in photographs are 
important But Abdu’AUah demands 
that viewers adopt a standpoint He 
creates works on polished copper 
plates and mirrors, and thereby 
involves the viewer directly. 
Abdu’Allah suggests foal non-West- 
ern people were once viewed as 
objects of desire, .'representing a 
[mysterious “Other”, arm foal this is 
still true today. 

One of foe works he has chosen to 
exhibit forms three sides of an open- 
topped cuboid, seven feet tall, mir¬ 
rored within, and with a ramp 
inviting foe viewer to enter. Once 
inside, your image is reflected over a 
grid system that Abdu’Allah has laid 
over the mirror. Opposite this work, 
old RAI lantern-slides show foe same 
grid system being used to measure 
“foreign” skulls and features. — 

The work of all three artists is. 
presented surrounded by the images 
that have prompted it However, foe 
exhibition itself is not. didactic; foe 
artefacts and images sure allowed to 
speak for themselves.- 
Photographers’ Gallery, S.& 8 Great . 
Newport St. London WC2(0I71-83I 
1772). until Jan 13 • • 

Charlotte Moitawsf 
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■ YOUNG ARTS 


And for my 
next trick: 
circus skills 
are passed 
on to the 
next generation 



POP 


The effortless 
appeal of Mr 
Hucknall is 
shown once more 
in Simply Red’s 
Wembley gig 


THE! 


TIMES 


ARTS 



■ MUSIC 1 


The vivacity of 
medieval carols 
is missing from 
a lacklustre 
concert by the 
Dufay Collective 


Roll up, roll up, to watch children learn the skills of the circus. A wary Hilary Finch enters the ring 

It’s all a question of balance 

T"1 here are times when I pl i ' i . . . h l g— steye fobrest/quzeuan 

I seriously consider 



■ MUSIC 2 


The charity War 
Child benefits 
when John 
Williams and 
Carlos Bonell 
strum together 


T here are times when I 
seriously consider 
taking out a Young at 
Art insurance policy. 
A cassette-recorder and 
notepad.are small protection 
against a posse of unicydes 
approaching at full pelt, or a 
rainstorm of flying knives. 
“Well, yeah, it could chop a 
carrot, yeah- And if you drop it 
on a wooden floor, it’ll stick 
in... “This was a week ago in 
Leeds, at Circus Zanni. The 
A youngest participant is four 
and juggles with a cloud of 
chiffon scarves. The oldest is 
IS, a national champion in 
uni cycle hockey. 

They meet every Monday 
evening for an hour and a half 
of gently monitored hair-rais¬ 
ing activity. Jade Cracknel!. 11, 
danced for seven years, tried 
judo and drama, got bored 
with the lot, and is now on the 
trapeze. She nearly ran me 
over juggling on stilts. Thom¬ 
as Stephens, six, had a grand¬ 
father under the big top and. 
in his first attempt at “tight¬ 
rope” walking, on an inverted 
bench, makes it to the end 
without a wobble, and within 
minutes is juggling as he goes. 

Mesmerised by ten-year-old 
Michael Delucchi’s progress 
across the room on a huge 
black globe. 1 was nearly 
mown down by Ian and Gavin 
Radforth. unicyde devils of 
OtJey. They are in the national 
unicyde hockey league. “It’s 
nice and fast, racing about wi’ 
fbaiL Yes. you fail off, and a 
few spectators get hit. And you 
get muddled up with yer 
hands when you’re gooin’ for 
fbaii. ’cos you’re riding so fast. 
But it makes a much better 
unicydist out of you." 

Their father. Brian, a motor 
mechanic by profession, is 
$ now turning his hand to 
unitycle manufacture. “You 
can get ’em six feet tali, 
yknow: three-tier unicydes. 
I’m only just beginning. This 
‘ere is the Rolls-Royce, of 
unicycles. It were E200. We 
bought it in Holland.” 

Circus Zanni, which has 20 
members aged between six 
and IS. was formed by Ste¬ 
phen Ward in 1992 as a 
founder member of the Nat¬ 
ional Association of Youth 
Circus (NAYQ, of which 
Ward is secretary. Skills devd- 
oped in groups such as Zanni 
feed into professional training 
centres such as Circus Space 
in London, Circomedia in 
Bristol and Zippo’s Academy. 
While Germany and the Uni¬ 
ted States still have no umbrel¬ 
la organisation, the NAYC has 
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Original thinking 
in need of practice 
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Children practise at Circus Zanni The youngest member, aged four, can juggle expertly; the oldest 18. is national champion in unicyde hockey 




SINCE its formation in 1987, 
the Dufay Collective has built 
an enviable reputation as a 
versatile, invigorating inter¬ 
preter of medieval and Renais¬ 
sance music. Its contribution 
to the Magenta Christmas 
Festival at St John's, entitled 
Thys Yooi Music for a Tudor 
Christmas, was a typically 
inventive programme, compe¬ 
tently rather than brilliantly 
performed, and somewhat 
lacking the high-voltage 
charge with which die ensem¬ 
ble is usually identified. 

Three instrumentalists 
covered most of the bases: 
everything from recorders and 
shawms (sounding more than 
ever untamed here) to slide 
trumpets and sadebuts. Two 
more provided virginals, harp 
and lute. But this versatility 
has a flaw: too many instru¬ 
ments are simply nor played 
well enough. And when the 
members of the Collective 
broke into song. I thought I 
was listening to carols round 
the Christmas tree at Brent 
Cross shopping centre. 

In their defence, it could be 
argued that musicians of the 
period were not specialists in 
the modem sense, and that 
their adaptability gave their 
music-malting a spontaneity 
that many present-day inter¬ 
pretations have lost. That 
argument would be easier to 
accept if these performances 
had had real fire in their belly. 
Dufay's Ce jour de Van and 
various anonymous 15th-cen¬ 
tury dances offered some raw 
timbres and lively rhythms. 
But the razor-sharp edges 


Dufay Collective 
St John’s 


yielded only tty the highest 
virtuosity eluded them. 

The problem was com¬ 
pounded by their two guest 
vocalists. John Porter comes 
bearing the credentials of the 
Hilliard Ensemble, and his 
singing exemplifies their re¬ 
finement: his account of Hen¬ 
ry VIEs Grene growth the 
Holy was exquisite. Vivien 
Ellis, with her colourless, one- 
dimensional (one and dialect- 
inflected pronunciation, tends 
more towards the ethos of the 
Collective. The songs in which 
the singers combined demon¬ 
strated two quhe different 
approaches to the repertoire. 

The doleful strains of the 
anonymous Ibih-century 
Wher be ye my Love?, how¬ 
ever, suited Ellis’s plangent 
delivery ideally, and this song 
formed part of a group of 
items in which the performers 
were heard at their best. It also 
included a prelude and three 
anonymous dances played 
stylishly on the lute by Jacob 
Heringman, and an 
intabulation of a Sermisy 
chanson given by Peter Skuce 
on die virginals. 

This is an ensemble of 
genuine musical talents, but 
other groups have shown that 
there is no necessary contra¬ 
diction between an animated, 
earthy delivery and supreme 
professionalism. 

Barry Millington 


Charitable guitars 


got itself a sturdy constitution 
and an admirable Code of 
Practice. 

It offers training, guidance 
and support to 43 groups in 
the UK representing youth 
circus, youth theatre and pro¬ 
fessional circus. It takes a 
neutral stance in political de¬ 
bate. and organises insurance, 
training and first-aid schemes. 
And it is recognised by the 
European Federation for the 
Education of Occupational 
Travellers. 

So how do groups tike Zanni 
relate to the traditional travel¬ 
ling families? Ward unravels 
one or two of the knots in the 
safety net “A sea-change is 
coming. Ten years ago there 
was a movement called New 


Circus, which grew from com¬ 
munity roots as a reaction to 
traditional circus and particu¬ 
larly to the animal problem. 
As far as I’m concerned. New 
Circus has died the death — 
and we’re moving towards a 
synthesis between traditional 
skills and circus which incor¬ 
porates dance, music, drama. 
The Association of Circus Pro¬ 
prietors recognises that this is 
the way forward if circus is to 
survive. The NAYC has been 
sponsored by Gerry Cottle this 
year. And at festivals abroad 
we often use equipment pro¬ 
vided by circus families." 

Ward is a full-time teacher 
in theatre studies and has a 
master’s degree in educational 
circus. He came to circus 



through commedia dell'arte 
and acrobatics. “It all has to be 
put into a dramatic context for 
me, otherwise it’s just a parad¬ 
ing of physical skills. A tight¬ 
rope walker for me is an 
emblem of the tension between 
negative and positive, good 
and evil, success and failure." 


Ward’s obsession with the 
transforming power of circus 
skills, particularly in children 
with physical, social and 
behavioural difficulties, led 
him to produce a resource 
pack for teachers to access ail 
areas of the National Curricu¬ 
lum through circus skills. 

He has a theory of what he 
calls super-learning. “Kids ac¬ 
tually leant quieter through 
circus activities. I once met a 
physics teacher who was 
teaching gravity. So I offered 
to teach it my way. We threw 
the books into a comer, got rid 
of the desks, and spent the 
morning juggling. All balance 
skills are science-based: fulcra, 
inertia, forces. You can learn 
primary maths brilliantiy 


through juggling. Geography 
through the ethnographic dis¬ 
tribution of circus. History 
too.” 

And of course, all of the arts. 
“If drama is the carpet, circus 
is the underlay. The trouble is. 
it’s still a minority activity. 
We’re still a totally voluntary 
organisation. But people are 
beginning to sit up and listen. 
I had a fax yesterday from 
Kazakhstan, asking for infor¬ 
mation. Someone said the 
boom time is over, but I think 
it’s still to come." 

•Information about the NAYC 
and lists of local youth circus 
groups from.- Stephen Ward, I 
Maorgate Rise. Kippax, Leeds 
LS25 7RC. Telephone and fax: 
01I3-2S76080 


IT WAS the night of the long 
thumbnails. John Williams. 
Carlos Bonell. friends and 
relations had filled the 
Wigmore Hall to overflowing 
for an evening of guitar music 
from Telemann to Takemitsu. 
It was all in aid of War Child, 
a charity which has been 
trucking food, clothing and 
medical supplies to Bosnia 
and setting up an important 
children^ music centre in 
Mostar. 

In the light of all this it 
would be more than churlish 
to comment on the light 
weight and heavy length of the 
programme, so J shall speed 
ahead to the evening’s high 
points. Originally written for 
two lutes. Telemann Is Polish 
Suite was played by Williams 
and Boneli with coppery tone. 


W3I Leap into crime 


Still holding back the years 
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c 1 S? Ja dJ as i l British theatre. In 1995. it is 
still running, into its 44th 
year as the classic stage 
whodunit Now Theatre 
Cfub members have the 
chance to become members 
of an even more exclusive 
dub—those who have seen 
the play on its least-frequent date of performance, Chi 
February 29, we have booked St Martin’s Theatre,; tit the 
West End, to host a leap year Mousetrap with a diffidence. 
Members will be given a copy of The Mousetrap Story 
(normally E4) per couple, and there will be a talk^by David 
Turner, artistic director of Mousetrap Productions. •- 
Tickets are £14 (stall and dress circle), £10 (upper circle] 
and £5 (bakony seals) — a saving of up to £8. To apply for 
tickets, send details of your full name, address and the 
price and number of tickets required to: Mousetrap 
Private P erfor m an ce, Centre Stage, 140 Bath Road, 
Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 SAW. Please make cheques 
payable to Centre Stage. A number of packages deals are 
also available. Choose from dinner before or after the 
show; after-show dinner/cabaret and hotel deals. 

LONDON 
Wyndham’s Theatre 

Dec 27-30 

• IN A climate of sexual • ^ . . _ . 

hypocrisy, a wilful young Hansel and Gtv tel. Tel 91&1- 
widow discovers love for the 741 2311 •' r . 

second time. But when news 
of her marriage reaches her STIRLING 
obsessive and sadistic broth- MacRoberts Arts Centre 

ers, they vow to destroy her. Jan 2-6 _ k ' 

The Duchess of MaiJL John • STUART PATERSONS 
Webster’S explosive study of version of the classic fan y 
evil, is as sensational today tale. The Snow Queen, is a. 
in Cheek by Jowl's produc- ravishing mixture of musK 
tum as when it first shook sumptuous costumes and 
Jacobean audiences. Mem- stunning sets. Two tickets 
bers can buy two top-price for the price of one (normally 
tickets for the price of one £9) for evening perfor- 
(narmallv £17 to £19) for mances and the matinees on 
730pm performances on Jan 2 and 3. Tel 01786 461081 

Dec 27-30 and the 230pm _ 

matiiiee on Dec 30. Tel 0171- CHESTERFIELD 
36917*16 pomegranate Theatre 



Lyric Theatre 
Dec 27.29; Jan 2-3 
• TICKETS £6-25 (normally 
£1230) for Ham perfor¬ 
mances of the pantomime. 


Hansel and Crelel. Tel OjSl- 
7412311 

STIRLING 

MacRoberts Arts Centre 
Jan 2-6 

• STUART PATERSON’S 
version of the classic fairy 
tale. The Snow Queen, is a. 
ravishing mixture of music, 
sumptuous costumes _ and 
stunning sets. Two tickets 
for the price of one (normally 
£9) for evening perfor¬ 
mances and the matinees on 
Jan 2 and 3. Tel 01786 461081 

chesterfield 

Pomegranate Theatre 

Jan 2-5 

• SAVE 20 per cent an 
tickets (normally £630) for 
7pm performances of The 
Little Mermaid. Tel 01246 
232901 


TO JOIN the Theatre Club 
either send a cheque for 
£1250, made payable to 
The Theatre dub. together 
with your name, address 
and telephone number to 
The Theatre Club. P.O. 
Box 2164, Colchester CQ2 
8JL. or telephone 01206 
791737 using your credit 
card, please allow 28 days 
for delivery of your 
membership pack. For 
general inquiries call 0171- 
3879673... 

TO BOOK, please phone 
the listed number daring 
norma) office hours. The 
price printed on the ticket 
you receive is the special 
price negotiated by' the 
Theatre Club. There may 
be a transaction charge* to 
cover postage. Every week, - 
members caniave money, 
meet the cast and directors 
of productions, or visit 
' different theatres on exclu¬ 
sive weekend breaks 


PRESTON. 

Charter Theatre 

Dec 26-30. Jan 1 
•TWO tickets for the price 
of : one (normally £8.95 and 
£7.95) for the 7pm perfor¬ 
mances of the pantomime 
AladdinC Tel 01772 25S8S8 

LEICESTER 
Haymarket Theatre 
Until Jan 13 

• CLASSIC fairy tales are 
retold in Grimm Tales. 
Members can buy family 
tickets (two adults and up to 
three children) for only £26 
(normally up to £38). Tel 
0116-253 9797 

WEYMOUTH 

Pavilion Theatre 

Jan 2-5 

•TWO tickets for the price 
of one (normally £8.95 and 
£7.95} for the 7pm perfor¬ 
mances and the Jan 3 mati¬ 
nee of the pantomime 
Aladdin. Tel 01305 783225 




ROSM MAYES 


Simply Red 
Wembley Arena 


OASIS have Britain’s top¬ 
selling album of 1995. Celine 
Dion its second, and some¬ 
where not too far behind in the 
final listings can be found Life 
by Simply Red. Had Mick 
Hucknall released his fifth LP 
sooner rather than later in the 
year, thexankings might have 
turned out rather differently. 

: But no matter, such an 
achievement is impressive 
enough, ten years on from his 
first chart enfry. At a time 
when many of his original 
peers have either faded away 
completely or are attempting 
their umpteenth comeback, 
the 35-yearoId singer-song- 
l writers star is still in the 
ascendancy. Fairground, his 
recent Nol single, was his 
first in this counfry- 

Coming from similar north¬ 
western roots to new boys 
Oasis, but appealing inevita¬ 
bly to some of those middle-of- 
the-roaders now captivated by 
Dion, Hucknall is Britain’s 
me true multi-denomination¬ 
al, multi-demographic pop 
star. 

This commercial omnipo¬ 
tence is all the more impres¬ 
sive in that he is not a man 
given to trying too hard. There 
is something almost effortless 
about each Simply Red al¬ 
bum, particularly the most 
recent Despite its subtle up¬ 
dating of a trademark sound. 
Life is happily free of the 
ingratiating mannerisms and 
daying sentimentality which 
are the stock-in-trade of many 
of the band's mainstream 
peers. 

And so. too. with this open¬ 
ing performance in an itiner¬ 
ary that sees Hucknall filling 




Mick Hucknall starts his tour de force at Wembley Arena 


arena-sized venues around 
Britain throughout January 
and February. The innovative 
staging — two small circular 
platforms on the Wembley 
floor, linked by a snaking 
walkway — may help to 
facilitate an intimacy unusual 
for so large a venue, but it is 
Hucknall’s relaxed persona 


and unflashy artistry which 
seal the evening's mood 
And, with the first half of a 
21-song set-list dominated by 
the less obviously attention- 
grabbing songs that so often 
emerge as the enduring plea¬ 
sures within the band's cata¬ 
logue - So Many People. 
Enough and Never. Never 


Love — the sense is confirmed 
that musicianship, not show¬ 
manship. remains his priority. 

Aided by two elegantly 
stalking backing singers and 
one of the best bands to 
enliven a British stage this 
year (the contributions of gui¬ 
tarist Heitor Pereira and saxo¬ 
phonist Ian Kirkham in 
particular arc a joy), Hucknall 
then moves on to embrace the 


6 Hucknall’s voice 
remains an 
instrument rather 
than a weapon 9 


pretty [Holding Back the 
Years and Stars), the political 
( Money's too Tight to Men¬ 
tion) and the cheerfully pro¬ 
miscuous infidelity and The 
Right Thing) sides* of Simply 
Red. 

Each is executed immacu¬ 
lately. with genuine emotional 
force and yet without self¬ 
aggrandisement — a balance 
beyond the reach of most other 
domestic big-sellers of this ilk. 

This is Hucknali’s particu¬ 
lar achievement The sense 
remains of a man driven by 
his love of music, rather than a 
desire to be an icon or a 
popular hero. 

the voice — glorious 
enough to cause a less well- 
balanced owner to become a 
raging ego-maniac — remains 
an instrument with a col lecrive 
sound, rather than a weapon 
to be deployed in pursuit of 
applause. 

Which mates this current 
run of concerts a must-see for 
fens. Simply Red — the band 
and the man — are on devas¬ 
tating form. 

Alan Jackson 


Williams/Bonell 

Wigmore Hall 


ornaments nicely agreed, 
phrase endings trilled and 
teased with glee and great 
style. Falla’s Ritual Fire 
Dance was a twin peak: 
Bonell, his son Dario Rossefti- 
Bonell and bass-player Tom 
Herbert re-created a polypho¬ 
ny of thrummings and motifs 
whose constantly shifting so¬ 
norities leapt high in the hall’s 
vivid acoustics. 

Flautist Nicholas Cartledge 
joined Rossetti-Bonell and 
Herbert for a jazz triptych. 
Duke Ellington's Don’t Get 
Around Much Anymore re¬ 
vealed Herbert as a mean 
bassist and Cartledge as an 
Ariel of the flute. Jobim’s How 
Insensitive opened up chorus¬ 
es for a sultry alto flute and for 
guitar, while Chick Corea’s 
Spain, starting with a marvel¬ 
lous meditative rhapsody by 
Rossetti-Bonell. succeeded in 
wittily dislocating Hispanic 
cliche and image while retain¬ 
ing a vivid sense of place. 

Albeniz’s skill in celebrating 
and universalising the local is 
legendary, and Williams gave 
an exquisitely turned perfor¬ 
mance of Cordoba, a ghostly 
monastic choir of a piece 
resonating in jewelled archi¬ 
tecture. Brouwer’s Cuban 
Landscape with Bells, a highly 
original evocation in minimal¬ 
ist ostinati and notes and 
figures repeated in a spectrum 
of timbres, was re-created 
artfully by Bonell. 

The first half ended with 
Williams and Bonell trawling 
their way through Giuliani’s 
arrangement of the overture to 
The Barber of Seville fii really 
mates you appreciate Rossi¬ 
ni’s orchestration), and the 
second haif with Zapateado 
Caribe by Barrios. At ten 
o'clock the party had only just 
begun. 

Hilary Finch 
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CHOICE I 


What the Dickens: 
Anthony Newley 
plays Scrooge in 
Bricusse’s musical 

VENUE: Fran tonight at 
the Bristol Hippodrome 



... while Una 
Stubbs gets 
ready to fly in 
for Peter Pan 

VENUE: Now at the West 
Yorkshire Playhouse, Leeds 


ARTS 


Peter Nichols’s 
Privates on : 
Parade is 
revivedwifh 
Tony Slattery as 
flie gay officer 



Norwiduthenevr 
Playtou^O|sttts 
hi a cmivearted? k 
malthouse, 
with Jumpers . 


LONDON 

MWTO M TRAFALGAR SQUARE 

The National GaBay maybe one olfra 
more unopoGtad parto venues, but 
gaiety does take «w tor the next few 
days tor a tamfy play staged by the 
Young Natnna) Trust Theora. Jain in far 
V£syBig Tfong. where three Vtjoridn 
founders at the Mariana!Trust are In hot 
pursuit of a vtenoua factory owner. A' 
VBndempnpctvttittuGafieiy's - 
exhibition In Trust fa the Nation. 
National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, 
WC2 (01 7 1-839 3321} Entrance to the 

play (suable for any age) is by tree 
Octet, amiable one hour before each 
performance: n 30am and 2.30pm 
today-Fn and Dee 27-30 © 

JARVI CONDUCTS: Mutieal fireworks 
cocM well be on the cards tonight, as 
conductor Pdara Jarvi aid lha 
Orchestra otlhe^e of Bnfightenment, 
both hgMy aedavnad n the* own 
rights, take to me stage together far Ihe 
firaf time Vtafinis: Thomas Zetetmar 
joins them for a programme at Barwo*d. 
Mendelsshon and Sc h u m a nn. 

Quaan Cfaa toa th Hafl. South Bank. 

SEJ (0171-9604242). 7.45pm.© 

ELSEWHERE 

BfUSTOL The Hppocfrome's festive 
fare opens with Anthony Newley in 
Scrooge, just tnrpSened tram the 


□ CAIN. Marcus O'Anaco plays the 
tormented hero, vwfh Jctai Cariste as 
Lucifer, h Lord Byron's seldom staged 
yet tasematmg verse drama. 

PH. Barbican. S3k Street EC2 (0171- 
638 8891) Toright-Thure, 715pm. © 

■ COMPANY- Sheta Gffih and Adrirai 

Lester fe the cast oM4 for Sondheim's 
bittersweet musical on love, 
refatotships and staying smgte. Sam 
Mendesdreeo. 

Dow ne r W ar tai B uae. Eariham Street 
WQ2 (0171-3691732) Mon-Set. 

7 30prrr. mats Wed aid Set 3pm © 

□ CYRANO- The bittersweet love-story 
rethougH es a battle wflhin the Indian 
flm industry. Bollywood star 
NasaenxUn Shah b a line hem. and 
Ranyf Bolt’s jokes are neat but the new 
con&cls can't match those n the 
original. 

National (Gottestoe). South Bank, SE1 
fOI 71-928 22sq. Torttfit-Oec 28. 

7 30pm: mats today. Dec 26 aid 28, 
230pm © 

U THE GLASS MENAGERIE Sam 
Mendes's radiant production- Zoe 
Wananuter and OaireSUna play 
mother and daughter: Ben WeMen 
comes Is Tom. 

Comedy, Panton Street. SW1 (0171- 
3891731). Mon-SaL 730pm: mats Sat. 
plus Dec 28 aid Jan 4.3pm. 


NEW RF1 FABBB 

♦ BABE (U) Qckjus, vfeaoous famfy 
fUm about a sheephendng p^. with a 
cast ottafang enfenafe. Dractor, Chns 
Noonan 

Barbican ©(0171-638 8891j 
Ctapham Picture (0171-496 3323) 
Empire (Q171-4371234) MGMk 
B aker St (0171-935 §772) Rj&mri Rd 
(Q171-37Q 2636) Troeadaro ©(0171- 
434 0031) Odeon Swlw Cttg (01426 
314 098) Plaza (0171-1371234) Me 
(P171-254 6677) RHzv (0171-737 2121) 
UClW hlWeys © [0171-792 3332) 

LA BELLE ET LA BEIE (PG) Revival 
at Cocteau’s aidianting version of 
Beauty and Ihe Beast, wttfi Jean Marais 
and Josette Day. 

Evarymm G (0171-4351525) NT 
(0171-3ZB3232) RRzy (0171-7372121) 

THE SHOOTER (181: US marehal 
(Ddph Lundgren) ottos to Prague to 
prewnt an aseassinauon Video fodder, 
drecled by Ted Kofcheft 
MOM Trocadero© (0171-434 0031) 

♦THE SWAN PRINCESS (UJ- Wfeard 
Ihrealens wedding of Pmce Derek and 
Princess Odette Bland anmated fwy 
tafe. Director. Richard Rich. 

MGM Trocadaro© (0171-434 0031) 
UC1 WUtatayn B (0171-792 3332) 

♦ THETE THAT HMDS (IB): Nasty 
thri tor about chid adaption, MAh Keith 
Canadtw end Daryl Hamah Director, 
Wesley Stock. 

MGM Trecadero G (0171-434 0031} 
Phna (0171-437 1234) Warner© 
(0171-437 4343) 

♦ THREE WISHES (PG): Hobo 
spreads vrisdora in ihe American 
suburbs. Dawdrig ramanUc fantasy 


TODAY S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and enteftabiment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 


Alexandre in Birmingham. A desenady 
popular shoe, written by Oscar-wfnnr 
LssteSftwsse. 

HI pfwAaiw, Si Augustine's Parade 
{0117 929 9444) Tcrvghr, 7.-30pm Then 
Mon-Set, 7.30pm Contact box office 
for mat schedule. Unti Feb 24. © 

LEEDS: David Bomber and Una 
Stubbs lead the cast h Die Raytauae's 
Christmas show tot younga auefignoes. 
Peter Pan. MatthawWarehus directs, 
complete wKh protases of lavish seta 
end gravity-defying feats at Dying. 
Quarry, Wes! Yorkshire Rayhouse, The 
Quarry, H8 Mount (0113 244 2111) 

Tortgft 7pm; until Fab 3-G’ 

MANCHESTER: Take a magic crapet 
ride with the Palace’s panto. Aladdin. 
The uniquely ominous and bejewelled 
Mr T is the Gertie oflhe Lamp, wKhBHy 
ffeerce In the titfe rote end Busfenlst 
actreoRtnase Rfehad be \taro es the 
Ertperor of Chfria. 

Pataca. Oxford Street (0161 -242 2503). 
Tonight 730pm; urtif Feb 17© 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kjngakm** wmm r nl 
of theatre aherartog In London 

■ House fuiL returns «dy 
B Soots seats available 
□ Seats at aB prices 


' □ DEAD HINNY- Belinda Lang, Kevin 
McNaly and Sen Keky fe Tany 
Jotreon’s sharply fumy play about 
comics end some ol their fans. 

Savoy, The Strand. WC2(D171-836 
8888) Man-Fa 8pm: Sat, 8 15pm: mats 
Wed. 230pm and Sat. 5pm. © 

□ HYSTERIA: Henry Goodman plays 
Freud, with T«n Potter as Salvador Dal, 
in Terry Johnson's surreti, double 
award winner The lunniestGreKius play 
n London. 

Duke of Yorks. St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(0171-836 5122). Mon-SaL 730pm: 
mats Thus end Sat 3pm. © 

B THE JUNGLE BOOK: Tm Septa’s 
vigorous, utterly en)oyabte adaptation ol 
three Mcmgl stones. A refreshing rtifet 
tan Disney cuteness. 

Young Vie. The Cut. SE1 (0171-928 
6363). Today, 10 30em and 230pm. © 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brawn's asaearenent of 
(Bma In London and (where 
Indicated wfth Ore symbol ♦ ) 
an release across the comtry 


directed by Martha Coobdge. with 
Patrick Srrayze and Mary-Htrabeth 
Mastramonio. 

MGM Tracadere © (0171-434 0031) 
Warner© (0171-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT (15): 
Whaf happens whan the widowed 
President gets a friend? Not much, 
even wvh Mchaei Douglas and Annette 
Bentng Directw, Rob Reinet 
Empire© (0171-4371234) MGM 
Rtiham Road © (Q171-370 2636) 
Tracadaro© (0171-434 0031) 
Coronet© (0171-727 6705) Odeon 
Karabrgton (01426914666) Screw/ 
Baker Street (0171-935 Z772) UO 
Whltetay e © (0171-792 3332) 

ANGB3 AND BISECTS (18): 
ftocraatwe games in Victorian En^and. 
Handsome but slff drama with Marti 
Rylance. Patsy KensJ end Kristn Scon 
Thomas. Oftector. Philip Haas. 

Curenn Mayfair (0171-3881720) 

MGM Fulham Rood (0171-370 2636) 
Odeon Swtae Cottage (01426 
914Q98], Richmond (0181-3320030) 

♦ DR. JBCYLL AND MS. HYDE (12): 
Brash end unfunny corrVc update of 
Srevensons story. wBh Tim CWy and 
Sean Young Director. Davkf Wee. 


SCARBOROUGH: Tim Suppie's 
supertjstagmg of the ratify WoocfihkSy 
Grimm Tates makes for an amazing, 
endanting evsnfeg. Hret seen at 
London’s Young Vk: last year and. tn*. 
not to be mfaaeil Kafe Valentine drecta. 
Stephen Joseph. V^eyBrtjgo 
Parade ( 01 723370541) Today. 10am; 
tomorrow, 7pm: contact bac of&» for 
schedule. Unti Dec 30 (230pm, not 
7pm as fk« pitfshed) © 

LONDON GALLERIES 

BriHah Museum: Westminster Kings 
and the Medfevai Ptiata of Wbatanstar 
(0171-6381555) ... Kaywardt Ait and 

PcmerEuopeundBrlhedciatoralsaG- 

1945 (071-8283144)... NaOonal 

PortnftGtfwy: RStitad and Mane 

Cosway (01/1-3060055).. Patar 
Natiun at Uicseter Gatate 
Victorian Faces and Fdaty Fantasias 
(0171-9306059) ■ ■ ■ Royal Academy 
David Hockney Drawing Retrospective 
(0171-439 7430)... SipaffBm: 
WIBem Tuntouft acufetire and 
partings 07171-723 9072)... Tate. 
Dynasties' Pantregs Vi Tudor and 
Jacobean Qr^fend; Sketching the Sky: 
Turner wataicatours (0171-887 
8000)... V ft A: Join Art tan tnefla; 
Bark of the ErMtopa- famous art end 
detail Ecrtibiea (Ol 71 -938 8500)... 
Whitechapel: Ema Nolde (0171-52? 


B THE SHAKESPEARE REVUE: A 
wtiy evening of song, dance and 
atelebestndowiti W*amS 
Assembled by Ctafetopher Luscombe 
and Malcakn MdCee. 

VtaidsvMe. Strand. WC2 (0171-836 
9987). Mon-Fri. 8pm: Sec, 830pm; 
mats Wed. ZSQ&n and SaL 5 3tpm 

D TALES FROM HOME. The Best# 
Teflere reluit along wdh the Jewish tales 
they tel so wed, their new repertoire 
inciudes legends tan Ireland. Africa 
and Ihe Cartobeen. 

THeycta. 268 totoum rtgh Road. NW6 
(0171-3281000). Mon-Sat 8prn mal 
Wed. 2pm and SaL 4pm.© 

B TRAINSPOnVtG: Wmg Walsh's 
Waefcest of black comerkes. set on lha 
widsldB of Edrtwrgh: dmgs, danger 
andvomti A teeotd-brea kn g low. 
Ambassadors, West Street WC2 
(0171-836 Bill). MorvFri. 8pm; SaL 
8 30pm; mats Wed and SaL Spm. 

B THE WMD IN THE WILLOWS: 

Jeremy Staden plays the ebutent Toad 
tn the now annual refean of the NalfenaJ 
Theatre production. Leas amadng stage 
effects twre but at* defightful 
OM Vic. Waterioo Road. SET (0171- 
928 66^. Mon-SaL 730pm: mats Wed, 
SaL daly tn waekrt Dec 26.233pm fi 
Ticker informeDon suppfnd by Society 
of London Thetfre. AwMtaktty at Ikna 
of going ta p raa a; check bcKutllcaL 


Uq WhBeleya © (0171 -792 3332) 
Warner® (0171-437 4343) 

♦ GOLDENEYE: (12)’ Pierce frosnan 
twriJas as the new Jamas Bond. A rip- 
roaring ihrffer wfeh a swse ol humour. 
Barbican © (0171-636 8891) 

Ctapham Picture House (0171-496 
3323) MGMk Baker Street 10171-935 
9772) Chatam {0171-3525096} 

Futam Roed (0171-370 2636) 
Odeom: Kenstagtco (01426 914686) 
Lataaater Sqnre (0142B 915683) 
Metbta Arch (01426 914501) Swtae 
Cottage (01426 914096) UCI 
W M t ti eys © (0171-792 3332) 

♦ MURDER IN THE RUST (15): 

Flashy but absorbing Alcatraz drama, 
with Kevin Bacon, Christian Sister and 
Gary Oldman Director. Marc Rocoo 
Ctapham Picture House (0171-488 * 

3323) MGMa: FUham Road (0171-370 
2636) Hsymmkat (0171-839 15271 
Odeon Swiss Cottage (01426 914098) 
UaWh l tata ya © (0171 7823332) 
Warner© {0171-437 4343) 

♦ HE SANTA CLAUSE (U): Divorced 
dad becomes the new Santa. Broad 
fanriy comedy wnh a hi man face, 
feetulng Ton Aflen. 

MGM Ctretoea (0171-352 5096) 
Odaom: Kwwtngton (01425 914666) 
Swiss Cottage (01426 914098) Vtast 
Bel (01426915574) UCI WMtateys© 
(0171-7923332) 

UNSTRUNG HEROES (PG) Diane 
Keatraicflrecta this eccentric haen- 
warmer about a boy’s charmed Me with 
crazy relatives. Wtii Nathan Wto, Ardie 
MacOowfl. John Turtumn 
MGM Tottenham Courl Road (0171- 
636 6148) Ritzy (017V737 2121) 
Sereen/HBJ © (0171-435 336^ 


Privates on Parade 
Greenwich 


I suspect that not aQ the funny 
things that occur in Privates on 
Parade were experienced by peter 
Nichols when he was singing and 
dancing for the Combined Services 
Entertainment, aka Chaos Succeeds 
Ensa. in Malaya in 1948. Probably he 
did not hear a gay captain squawk 
“You dare speak to an officer like that 
and Ill scream the place down", or see 
a conjuror forced by a blackout to 
explain to rows of uncomprehending 
Gurkhas that "at this moment I’m 
producing coloured handkerchiefs 
from an empty cylinder". 

Nevertheless, the piece has a chum¬ 
my. anecdotal feel, as if Nichols were 
browsing through a scrapbook and 
chortling ova- half-remembered faces. 
Dear old Bonny (Paul Slack) who 
swears like sin while issuing soldiers 
"shoes, blade, patent dancing, lap, 
type Astaire. Fred"; wet Eric (Richard 
Wellings-Th om as) who threatens any¬ 
body who makes snide remarks about 
his girl back in New Malden with "a 
bunch of fives"; and. above all, Captain 
Terri Dermis, proud queen of the 
Queen’s Own. 

Terri is Nichols’s prime illustration 
of the incongruity of turning troopers 
info troupers. Certainly Tony Slattery, 
who plays him. is amusing enough 
when he is bringing his bruiser's bulk 
to the task of doing Dietrich or Carmen 
Miranda parodies. What he misses is 
the warmth, dignity and subtle self- 
mockery that Denis Quilley brought to 
a role that, back in gay-lashing 1977. 
could easily have been a mere stereo¬ 
type. For someone who believes him¬ 
self "pretty as paint and witty too”, he is 
chunity, stolid, and as credibly camp as 
an elephant with rouge on its trunk 
StilL there is plenty of merriment 
and music. Moreover, Nichols has 



Tony Slattery as Captain Terri Dennis and Paul Slack as Bonny in Peler Nkahdls’S Privates on Parade 


fiddled with die play to its benefit since 
1977, finding a nice, sensible alterna¬ 
tive to the fake-happy ending in which 
his soldier-hero (Damien Matthews) 
suddenly changed his mind about 
chucking the Welsh-Indian girl (Claire 
Marchioune) he had got pregnant 
There is also a new coda in which the 
Chinese-Malayan servants the troupe 
has gravely underrated throughout are 
seen elegantly strolling through Singa¬ 
pore with mobile phones, all to a news 
item about Nick Leeson. 


That clinches one of Nichols's points, 
which is the myopia of the imperialist' 
mindset It does not. hoftever, solve the 
evening’s main problem, which is that 
despite the changes, it remains stron¬ 
ger on incident than plot Act fs prime- 
source of tension, a gun-running 
sergeant bent on murder, dwindles 
into nothing. Act II. involving a major’s 
attempts to plunge these khaki thesps 
into jungle battle, skims the edges of 
the preposterous. 

Yet this weakness is also a strength. 


for Nicholas le Prevost turns the major 
into a hilariously ra-ra, out-of-touch 
' Englirii Quixote created by Betjeman- 
from a Kipling original. Here is a man - 
who can bark "No perfume on guard 
duty!” at a squaddie whose homosex¬ 
uality he has not noticed, then com¬ 
mend him for his enthusiasm in 
practising female, i m per s o n ation off¬ 
stage: "That* the kind of keenness we 
like to see". I laughed often and freely. 

Benedict Nightingale 


“NORWICH - A Fine City" is 
how the sign at the side of the 
road welcomes the traveller, 
listing the city’s fine twins (or 
quads) beneath: Rouen. Ko¬ 
blenz, Novi Sad. I do not know 
what theatrical joys are of¬ 
fered in Rouen or Novi Sad, 
and though equally ignorant 
about Koblenz I am willing to 
risk a guess that it contains 
one item of value hitherto 
absent from Norwich: a reper¬ 
tory theatre. 

Norwich has its recently 
refurbished Theatre Royal, 
but that is a receiving house. 
The Maddermarket Theatre, 
built in the 1920s, was the first 
since Cromwell’s time to be 
constructed with an apron 
stage and gallery, but it is an 
amateur theatre. 

The Theatre Royal can only 
take what is touring, and 
amateurs are not given the 
performing rights to new 
plays until the immediate 
professional interest is ex¬ 
hausted. As a result Norwich 
has been obliged to trail some 


New space for major Tom 


years behind drama's leading 
edge. 

All this looks set to change 
with the opening of the new 
Playhouse on Gun Wharf, 72 
per cent of its costs provided 
by 1JOO people, many of them 
local. In this converted 
malthouse the repertory will 
.include new plays, recent 
plays and classics, perhaps 
even the occasional musical — 
although before they try one of 
those fiie theatre needs to be 
put through the acoustical 
equivalent of wheel-balanc¬ 
ing, so that the miked songs do 
not batter eardrums in the 
back rows. 

From the frontage on St 
George’s Street the two-storey 
building has the look of a 
decently designed bank con¬ 
verted from something Geor¬ 
gian. Inside, the space is 
unexpectedly large. An L- 
shaped structure of bar, foyer 


Jumpers 

Norwich Playhouse 


and bookshop leads to tbe 
long, rectangular auditorium 
where a single tier slopes 
down to the wide stage. Brick¬ 
work along one wall has been 
left rough, and this, with the 
gentle slope and the colours 
elsewhere (pink and green) 
creates a welcoming, unpre¬ 
tentious air. It is a theatre 
space one could quickly come 
to love. 

The stage's generous width 
allows all three acting areas in 
Stoppard’s dazzling play — 
Dotty's bedroom, the hall and 
George's study — to be given 
ample space. The television 
screen is also large enough for 
all of us to see file surface of 
the Moon where Captain Scott 
and Astronaut Oates, first 


Englishmen in space, struggle 
for the tme place on thefr 
crippled capsule. 

This change in behaviour 
over 60 years (the play was 
first produced in 1972), from 
gentlemen in Antarctica, to 
yobs on the Moon, is 
Stoppard’s central worry in 
this play. Is a certain school of 
20th-century philosophy re¬ 
sponsible for disaediting no¬ 
tions of honour, good and 
beauty? 

In die plot that tightly 
connects murder with adul¬ 
tery, a rationalist coup .d'itat 
and the painstaking prepare-. 
tion of a philosophical ad¬ 
dress, Stoppard wrote one of 
the funniest, most intelligent 
plays of that time. It is as 
stimulating today as then. 
Captain Scott wfll have fin¬ 
ished his jail sentence by now 
and has discovered, as 
Stoppard foretold, that the 


world's standards of behav¬ 
iour have caught up with his. 

Timothy West (president of 
the Playhouse) is a gentle, 
tetchy, profoundly, troubled 
George. He has die hunched, 
alert and. sometimes playful 
attitude of an academic, and 
the bruised heart of a man 
whose wife’s wits are wander¬ 
ing as her love withdraws. Bur 
while his quick thinking is 
entirely convincing. I was far 
less persuaded by the Dotty of 
Angharad Rees. From her 
delivery I doubted the sup¬ 
posed philosophical expertise, 
and also. 1 am afraid, her past 
as a cabaret star. 

The qualityofGity Slater's 
production is therewith dimin¬ 
ished. But having West in fine 
form, along with Michael 
Eiwyn as a suave yk»Chan- 
celtor and Peter Whitbread a 
humbly thoughtful caretaker, 
tire play's etfucal thrust and 
eminently quotable wit is 
strongly, enjoyably served. 

Jeremy Kingston 


entertainments 



LEFEVRE GALLERY 30 BufenSl, 
W1.0171-483 2W7. An aMtin d 
MODERN BRITISH ARTOIS 

1900-1945. 27 NavZD Dec. 
taffifri 105 


bouta StoWa Cm* ol Fam ml 
Pramoe Partta OMtary. 11 
kMconb 8! London SWn 
Tal 0171 236 8144 


UMJan6 

MonSti 731 lint Z7.2930 


ALDWYCHcc0171416003 
01714200000 (no tea) 
Bgi 73UMi «W 1SM U 


cnmsaoN sob 1747/co any 

3444444 


RUPHBT SHEET 


FORTUNE B0 iCC 0171836 HBI MAJESTY’S 241* 494 5400 

2236/0171312 8033 (ttg fee) CC 344 4444^420 00000*9 

OM® ANDREW to) &j» 494 5464/413 3311/930 6123 

■UWE HAVEL ANDREW LLOYD W OmraO 


”: 1 1 • : • r 


rSLWI. 0171-63 5161. 


UW 26 Jvuffy. ttnfif 10530. 
Sal 10-1235 




SUNK. Trie B u tafcti Gtaten. 
Wetaootoun by GOen Brio*. 29 
No*22 Dae. Moofll. 9m53feav 
TOM tatfAkn. 5 a SW1 



BH 


Tatar. Dnctad by PETS WOOD 


AFOLU} VICTORIA <80171416 
6055cc 26n0171344444^0171420 
0000 Gps 01714168375/4)33321 


OTARUGffT EXPRESS 

REBORN THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT" Data Uti 
Wt*tokaaGttn*n1E46dMy 
fi* 6 Sta 1500 Tlcfata bora ETZSO 



THE WOMAN IN BUCK 

Adapted by Stephen Uafctat 
■A nta MR of bonw- STraa 
NOW MTT87TH YEAR 
' Mon-Sal tfcm MNs Tubs Spot Sot 4pm 
ExtitMa Dec 28ti3om 



Stentig SHAKE MCME 


OPERA&BALLET 


ROYAL (VERA HOUSE 0171304 
4000 lr Bor 06 & 8tendby Ml 
T fcteti Mtette on B* Off 
Royal Opta 
fit 733 ABA 
TbaflojMBtiW 
Toni 730 TWYLA 
THARP ROSSN BALLET 
TtamerTOQ 


24HR CREDIT CARO BOOKMBS 
CALL0171344 0055 (bhn 1*0} 
GRP B00KMQ 413 3302 Pa) fcti 
Notating tea fc*Ad*M. 
BnataCtai 
Runted Msmtan 01713788BB4 
lilaiTai7^SihbH*rAanam 


ALBERT BO OTTOn 1760 
ocOTTI 344 4444 (no tag tea) 
GTp 01714133811 

TOE STAR SHOW 

JMEMiwnep 

FIVE GUYS 



ROYAL FESTIVAL HAU.07T BOD 
4342 

ENGUSHNADOWlLBUiEr 

THE NUTCRACKER 

XMRBJftwy 

SWAN LAKE 


■lonninroiii 

8366111/CO 0KXV3444444 
Fnr6n«taa4y 

TRAINSPOTIING 

A m d a i rt i g Fteytam 
Into Watt's mri 
Tawtafiyfimy-Guanta 
lfal>ftlM8SB5&aa0WMMff^5 


mtcnAm&m 


FortuneTheatre 0171836 2238 


"FtaiMoiMAftaitaLfca 1 

MyMmx 

EWB731. Itate Mted ASM 3pm 


GAHTOCK 0171 494 5085/ 
01713121960 (no t*g tea/ 



JBFUatihYh 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 


SSec(Bhg tea) 2tr7<teya 0171494 
SXXV344 4444/42DQOOO Ops 484 
5454/4133311/3128000 

.BOSS SAIGON 

*THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 



OFTHETSWES 


B4THRAUMQ, VISUALLY 



CALLERS 


CA MB nBO EBOScc 0171464 
S3S4cc (n Hg tea) 312199^344 

4444 Qpa 413 3321/312 IBty 
464 5*5* 

FAME 

THENU8KAL 
'VAMEBAr&LOOOD 
TRMVtT Mal di Scntew 
‘ WE ATHTAW«r htinodta 
B« 7.30, Mate Wed i Sti MO 
‘ Extra htelTta 29 Doc at Stan 
fto r n taiu a uca ltaiZSDae 


COmY BO See 01713691731 
Cc 0171420 OOOO Mg fee) 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 

ibe glass immm 

tyTEMCSSEEVfRUUB 
Ofraeted by San Itiiidn 
Ena 7J0 tan Seam 
IMIS} SEASON 
&ta ttite & Dae & 4 Jan «3pn 
“* Doc 51 Jan 


DUCHESI cc 0171464 aOO oc344 
4444 0»biafelW36afiB0v tee) 
017F4133321 Evwflpm, Wad mat 3, 
30155630 No fferf 25 Dac 
"ASAUCrCOMSTEStd 
HOW IN ire Sto YEAR 

W 0 TF DRESS 

mmm 


TtavyGoodnn «MngOSi*an 
RodfteaBon TfenMter 

HYSmiA 

Tarry Jtiraw a TUS7ARO PE OF 

COHO BBUMMCr Tam Out 
BactamdyOMerAMd 
F0R7WSCSGM.Y 
fret 730, (tit 3M 3pm 
NpPerion Mon 25 Dec 


OSjQUD ShaBBsbuy Am inc cc 
0171464 5539 (no bfcg lao) 
ac01713444444(no tag fan) 
daupi 01714845454 

JUUAMcSMSE 

COMMUNICATING 


by ALAN AYCKBOURN 
"A AGOORAMARCCOheY 
1HRUBI VOCenjLLY FUMY 
AM3G0Ue.Y3CAflrD.Tti 
"wta ta ntinca in tom R0ARN6 
WTTH LAUGHTER AND 1£AFNQ 
FORWARD M FHGHT hdmanfenl 
Ewa 7301*03 Wed A 8ti 300 
NoPartonn a noaMnn25DBC 


HAYMARKET 630 5600 
cc 344 4444/420 0000 Obhg tea) 
lt£ PETER HALL COMWIY 
ALAN BATES GSMM JONES 
■aQffbTnw ‘nandouaTSOi 

THEMAfflERBUIIDER 

■Paa MTa fine now stagtogUTai 
TiH n be iriaaad on any accoutt 1 
STtea. 

0NLY4M0REWESKS! 


TUB PHANTOM O? 
THE OPERA 

Otocted by HAROLD PRNCE 
NOW BKG TODTO 96 
Evn 7.45 Mate Wad A Sal 300, 
Apply to to OOca daly ter rekvna 

Extra UatTIv 28 Dacal3m 
Na pari Mon 25 Dae 


LONDON PALLADIUM B0/0C 
0171494 802^344 4444^1 Maw 
ehg) 420 0000 Gqra 01714200200 
JNOALE 

RETURNS TO THE WEST BC 

"A MAJOR THEATTUCAL 
EVBfTDWytM 

OLIVER! 

2ND SPECTACULAR YEAR 
‘LKtee. BARTS MASTERPBCE 
YOU CANT ASK FDR MORE 1 
S-Urnea 

Eras 730 Mate Wad & Sat 230 
Extra fcWThur 28 Dec « 230 
toffertoraranwMon25Dac 
SOME O Ot» SE ATS AVAB. 
HOW FOR WUJtDAY PERM 


lyrk: StaRn Aw Bp/ta 0171464 
5580 cc am 3*4 4444 too N« tee) 


Mid Frank Tborafen 

HOBSON'S CHOICE 

byHaoB Briitoouta 
“*A0»snCDIT-an cwrang ftti 
boms util taughtar* DTd 
Tnk Haunria ttelcioutiy piquBS 
iw*aH»AOOJGHT-Sta 
Eva 7S0 Mata Sat 300 
ftoftrfcnmnca Mon 25 Dae 
EXT END ED TO 3 FB 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 SB 
2252 Gpa 0171620 0741^«r 
cc tag tea01714200000 
OLMER Today 200 » 7.15 
VOLRONE Ban Jonaoo. Toner 7.15 
AUTTUiMQHriUaCMutic& ■ 
lync&by Sleftan Sondwlra, book by 
HughWIatier 

LYTTLETON Today 2.15 & 730 THE 
WAY OF THE WORLD «»am 
Congreva Tcraor 730YHLD OATS 
jtaiOTCaaffa 

COT TbSL OE Today 230 S 730, 
Tomor 730 CYRANO Edamd 
(taaavLathtitedbyJtinderVBnta ' 
rpidgod Into vtw by Ranjt Boh 


NEW LONDON Dnay Lana WC2 BO 
0171406 0072 CC 0171404 4079 24hr 
0171344 4444/42D 0000 
Grpa 01714133311/9306123 
TIE MOBY IIXWD WOBEfV 
T5. BJOT HTHWATONAL 
AWARHWMNGIUSCW. 

CATS 

Eves 745 Mate Tub 4 Sal 100 
Extra Mate 27.28 Oec at 3pm 
Ns Mat SB Dec 
No Mamma Mon 25 Oac 
LATECOMERS NOT ADMTTB) ' 
WHE AUDfTORMMSM 
MOTION. PLEASE BE PROMPT. 
QncnnMRAS 

LBffTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


OU3 VC 0171828 8653312 8034 
The Royal NaScnal Ttantrvte 

THE WIND IN 
THE WILLOWS 

*AM ABSOLUTE WS m "lire 

ora 

MATCHLESS 


IflTERLY ENCWU(T1IB_A 
SMALL MASTBIFIBCE-Db^ MM 
“A VOWBm EVENMQT.T 


PICCAMLLY 0171360 1734 
cc 2«n3444444. 

Gipa 3121970/4133321 



QUEENS BCVX p tfcfl tea) 
01714846040|GH4444 
Mon-Thu Bprn. Fd R«pm 
Sal 23 Dan 6pn offy no pari Dao 25 

ULY SAVAGE 




CELLBL0CKH 

THE 


WOWERFULBURSTOF 
MUSICAL mEWORKV DMM 

MACK&MABEL 

THE HOU.YWOOO ROMANCE 
MorhSatat 7.45. Mate Wad S 
SalMSOO 

Exta ItetThura Dae 28 at 300 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL FOR 


PLAYHOUSE 0171838 4401 
/0J7142DOOOQ0T713444444 
AN ALL STAR CAST M RAY 


) K 1 ,: a £►» 


FUNNY MONEY 




Palace theatre 0171-4340009 
cc 30*8 tofcg tea) 0171-344 
4444 Grpa 01714133311 
THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 




NOWBilTSITm 


Eves 730 Mats Thu 6 SaJ 230 
Extra Mal Wed 27 Decat E30 
No RarbraancB Mon 25 Dae 
LBHCVTwanoi aonviu 
udthahtenol 
LMTED NQ OF SEATS AVAL. 
DALY FROM BOX OTOE 


PHOBtiX BQ/CC01713GB1733 
/3<4 <444/03 6000 (fee) 

DAVID CASSIDY 

STARS FOR 3 WEEKS 0M.Y 
»f WILY RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

ST9HAIELAYYRBICE 

CARL WAYNE 

-titaga «w AudenoB to KB «ML 

td rearing raJ pn mar D mi 
&ras 7.45 Mats Ihn 3 Sti 4 
"EXTRA MAT Z7 DEC AT a- 


PRSCE EDWARD 0171734 8651 
ce(24hr no tag tea) FMCMMO 
/017T 344 4444 Orapa 83D6121 


UataBad ti Aa a ihB 
*VOVD BE CRAZT TO W88 IT 
DMM 

CRAZY FOR YOU 

TUTS TNE BRIGHT UQHTS 
BACK BITHE WEST END K 
DAZZLHQ STYLP Mal On Swi 
Bw 745, Mate Thu ft tat 300 

Extra tat Wed 27 Dec 
Ne EMnmnca Mon 25 Dae 
OOQO SEATS AVALABLE 


PRMCE OF WALES 0171639 
5972/CQ 0233(344 4444/416 0052 
fipa 017142D0anpl3 3321 

TOMMY STOLE 
WHATASH0W 

ToMmys Show padn IW, 
Bang, WaBop 1 Eva Staodwti 
&B* MonSal ^n, Mata Wad %*n 
Sal 5pra 

. ForaLktitodSaam 


PW4CE EDWARD 0171447 5400 
Rfti Cal 420 OKU (241* Bta fad 
344 4444 Qeupa 420 0600 
Ctenrasn Madtanah (raraeta 

MARUNGUEiRE 

ANaataatetibr 
a0U0li(3CHCMER6 
FROM 22 MAY 1 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY LONDON 

(0171S3B 8891) 

A CMBSTMAS CAROL Tttrt 7.15 - 
TT € PIT: CA W Tort 7-15 
STRATFORD (01789286823) 
RSRBKHRDMTorn 730 
SWAN: FAUST I Tocfey 303 
FAUSTS Tart 730 
V *IRE PHODBCUN WOMBI 
30 


SAVOY THEATRE 01716388888 
GC420 0000ms 3121970 No Ita tea 

belmda kevm 

LANS McNally 

in Tany Johraanta aHBBl 
■rttig wH ti fr 

DEAD FUNNY 

"naaUfr ***«**!*•*• 

&ra Stand 

Monfri%ta,SMaiS)gai 


STRAND THEATRE Box Off See 
(no fee) 017183Q3000 
ce (l*g h») 0171844 4444/420 0003 
0171413 332MM71S30 6123 


ThataddY Holy Story 

"BRUlMCTtai 


“•ONDERFULSrUFF-aiiTti 



•HAFTEBMIY 01713795396 
3444444 pitatelg fee) 

ITS BACK-4 W»B ONLY 
FROM TOUT-t» JAN MC 

MATS 

RETURN TO THE 

ro; 

THE COSMC XMAS PARTY ’ 
“dMriouta addcW D.Td 

tan-TtaaSOO, Fri,Sat5S830 
No pari m Man 25 Dae . 
rate Dae 27 at 230 


VAUDEVKJLE 0171836 9067CC 


THE SHAKESPEARE 


THE SHAKESPEARE 


Monftl SOOlpm SW 83Qan 


tvga htavSel 730, 


WWTBttU.380 T73W44 444^ 
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Dunwoody given ride on 
One Man at Kempton 

tv Brniion E... — HUBHrtOUTLEnG 


By Richard Evans, racing 

JOURNALIST OP THE YEAR 

JOHN HALES, the owner of 
One Man, yesterday ex¬ 
plained his decision 10 replace 
Tony Dobbin with Richard 
Dunwoody on the favourite 
for the King George VT 
Tnpleprint Chase at Kempton 
on Boxing Day. 

After speaking to Gordon 
Richards, the trainer of the 
exciting grey, Hales issued a 
statement to end die "uncer¬ 
tainty" over riding arrange¬ 
ments. “There were concerns 
on my part that Tony Dobbin 
will only have returned to 
race-riding a little over one 
week prior to the big race on 
Boxing Day after ms recent 
injury. I also took into consid¬ 
eration that it would be the 
first time in the King George 
for both horse and rider," the 
Shropshire-based business¬ 
man said. 

“We now find that One 
Man. probably the youngest 
horse in the race, has now 


Nap: ALICE SMITH 
(1.15 Ludlow) 

Next best: S fiver Shred 
(3.15 Ludlow) 


become favourite. We consid¬ 
ered that with such a talented 
young horse, it may be wiser 
on this occasion to call on the 
experience and ability of Rich¬ 
ard Dunwoody, who is avail¬ 
able and who has had the 
experience of riding in this 
race on many previous occa¬ 
sions. 

"In normal circumstances, 
we are very happy to have 
Tony Dobbin as our jockey 
and both Gordon and I look 
forward to seeing Tony ride 
our horse in the next race after 

' the King George, which is 
likely to be in February." 

The owner’s final remarks 
inevitably leave open the pos¬ 
sibility that if One Man fulfils 
expectations in the forthcom¬ 
ing weeks Dunwoody could be 
booked to take over for the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup in 
March. 

15 Not surprisingly, Dobbin 
was disconsolate when he was 
told of the news by Richards 
after first lot at the trainer's 
Greystoke yard. “What have I 
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Dunwoody's greater experience helped him to win the mount on One Man 


done wrong?" the fresh-faced 
23-year-old asked. 

The answer, of course, is 
nothing. While that will hard¬ 
ly assuage his disappoint¬ 
ment, Dobbin’s time will 
come. Most owners, placed in 
Hales’s shoes, would have 
taken the same decision, given 
the slight concern about Dob¬ 
bin’s fitness. Dunwoody is the 
best steeplechase, jockey 
around and his supreme skill 
and experience can make the 
difference between victory and 
defeat especially in big races, 
as Ascot racegoers and mil¬ 
lions of viewers witnessed on 
Saturday when he partnered 
Un guided Missile to an un¬ 
likely success for Richards. 

While Dobbin -will bounce 


back from this setback, racing 
will find it tougher to cope 
with the swingeing £5 million 
reduction in planned expendi¬ 
ture agreed yesterday by the 
Horserace Betting Levy 
Board. 

Despite the benefits arising 
from the J per cent cut in 
betting duty announced in the 
Budget the substantial prun¬ 
ing is necessary because of the 
decline in betting turnover, 
mainly brought about the 
impact of the Lottery. The 
betting turnover slump means 
die levy paid by punters will 
be £23 million short of expec¬ 
tations for last year, and the 
shortfall this year will be 
around £6 million. 

As expected, the brunt of the 






Southwell 

Gong: good (good to firm ri ptecest 

12.45 i2m hdtel 1, Arctic Ufa (J Osoome, 
13-fl taw): 2. Broad Onto* (B-i). 3. Uncle 
Ben (6-1) 8 ran 41, ill. J Jenkins, Tale. 
0.50 El 30. £1 80.61.50. DF. £7 60. C5F 
£14%. 

1.15 (an 41 1 fOyd ch) f. Coatee (A P 
McCoy. 9-4)'. 2, Willie Make* (10-11; 3. 
Loaieen Wren (20-1) Otic SHver 6-5 fav.5 
ran 41 201 P Nutate. Tow. E2.70, El .30, 
£3 80 DF £780 CSF: E18JJ9. 

1.45 (2m hdte) 1. Vtoogio (Guy Laws. 
12-1): 2, Ton/* Met (2-1 law); 3. Lend 
Gienvara (11-4)-13 m 3*1,3. WCtey. Tote; 
£11 70. £2.70. £130. £130 DF' £18.70 
.TW £15.10 CSF; 06.50 

415 (3m nOyd ch) 1, PMurameretenr (A 
Madura, 4-5 lav: Thunderer's nap); 2. 
Araakpl-2) DrrtyIwofinished.6ran. *1 D 


Nicholson. TOW: £2.10: £130. £200 DF' 
£3 80. CSF- C5.4a 

2.45 (2m ch) I. Dear Do (M a Ftsga aW. 
7-4 taw), 2. HerOen Buchanan (2-1); 3. 
DrMnfl Force (7-2). 6 ran. 13. 61 N 
Henderson Tola £260. £i.80. £220. DF 
52.10 CSF- ES35 

3.15 Om 110yd hdte) 1. Father CBrian 1A 
P Mcfccre. 11-4 2, Yes Man |4-j>. 3. 

Dawn Flight (12-1) 12 ran. Sh hd, 2M. J 
Edwanto. Tote: 5350, £1.20, El 80. £320. 
OF £4.40. Trto: £25 70. CSF E14 79 
Tricaa: £111.00. 

Ptacepot £8.10. Quadpuc £8.10. 

Lingfield Park 

Going: standard 

1230 (7Q 1. Samar (R Hucta*. Evero 
fav): 2. Errant (13-0): 3. Raffles Rooster 
(25-1).9 ran. NR: LaSorreia S.2W.M«sG 


Keteway Tote E2 40. El 30. £110. £2.10. 
DF. £1 10. Tno 53 30. CSF. E2.B8. U 
SornHa (i4-i) withdrawn, not under orders 
—rule 4 apples lo ad bets, deduction 5p m 
pound 

1230 (50 V **3S Ptakpockm (M Wigham, 
6-» tav): 2. Bouton D'Qr (33-1). 3. Imptioian 
(7-4|. 5 ran. itel. nfc. P Kefleway. Tote 
£180: £130, ££50 DF: £2380 CSF 
£2383 


Baswnarc Tote £4 ?0. £130.5330, £120. 
DF £32.40. Tno £22.10. CSF. E49.37. 

Tdcast naa.sa. 

130(71) 1, Bubble Wings (W Woods, 4-1). 
Z Fresh Fort Daily (6-a it-lavi. 3. Awasha 
16-4 v-taW 10 ran. 31. V6L S Woods Taa. 
E4.-ufcn.2aCl 40. £120 DF £13 80 Tno 
£230 CSF: £11 34. 


2.00 (1m 2fj 1. Renown (S Sanders, 11-41; 
Z Kaaffli Honvn (13-8 lav], 3, No Speeches 
15-1). 7 ran hi 1HI Lord Hurtagdon 
Toie £4 70. E2 50. Cl 80 DF £5.00 CSF 
£723 

2210 (60 1. Krystal Max (Wmbertey Hart 
9-21. 2. Tree Clash (3-1 lav) 3. Oarong 
Jack (6-1) 8 ran t*l, hd. T Barron. Tote’ 
£5.40: £1 50. £120. £2 10 DF. £9.40. CSF 
£17 30. Tncast 572 56. 

3-00 (1m 9f| 1. Broughtons Formula (J 
W Jenson. 138 lav. Our Newmarket 
Corraap op denl'a nap) 2, Iron N Gold 
113-1): 3. Jus-Mana-Mou (11-1) 11 ran. 
NR- Can Me Aft* Nk. 71 w Moreen. Tote 
£2-30: £1.10. £320. £240 DF £1P TO Tito 
£75.10 CSF. £18 85. Tncast £13& B2. 
Jackpot £986920 (02 winning tickets. 
Pool of £11.154,05 earned (onward to 
Uuflow today). 

Ptacopot £780. Quad pot: £4.70. 


LUDLOW 


12.43 Commanchero 
1.15 Alice Smith 
l.45Gotdenswifl 


THUNDERER 

2.15 The Caumrue 

2-45 Mine’s An Ace 

3.15 Silver Shred 


FORM FOCUS 


BAHRYB0I beat Titvwrton 2 til in 7-funnei con- 
fflional peter; a-«mj tentoo utte a Motmig- 
bam (2m 51 110 yd. good) rah ITS GHAND r2a» 
bfllti off) 31 M CaSwNCTERO beal Qualitif 
Memory 101 in tl-nma selfina tenton nurffeat 
ban 071 ll nM San) August 1994. RADAR 
KMQhTzSI 3rd b 4 to Grea btaqaea k> nonce 
lunDe d UtKWBtfer 12m 41 HDyd. flood a torn 
penuwnau! m 

KREEF 5WI 5th ol 9 lo Ia3 Spm m juwiHe hurdle 


ai Fatoham (2m. good) FOHCWS TWO 23V fib 
01 9 to Komar s CorMnced m total rudte a 
Tanon (3m nOyd. good). QUICK DECISION 241 
4» ot a » UUe Hadtort it seBiatg handicap 
tunUei a Marta Rases (2m II HIM. good la soft 
oe mSmxe tot raft FDFJCWS TWO Ob me 
oH) 3 4th. ORAGOMAST bed eflort rOtil "3rd cri 6 
to Eudislon in amdtiona! jockeys seflmo hanaxau 
twttu here (2m. (km) 

Sdecdon: BARRYffil 


1 .15 TANNERS CHAMPAGNE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,436: 3m) (8 runners) 

201 P063-55 PETTY BRIDGE 39 (DJ.G.S) (C & H Boustti) A James 11-12-0 . A Magnae 92 

202 11333 MUTUAL TRUST 12 IOF.G8) (M BoMitm) P Hc«b 11-11-12. G Tommy Q) @ 

203 FQ223-1 MCKLliP 32 (F8) (Ukd Cadoflan) T Fasta 8-11-5 _ A Thornton 96 

204 2/12314- COASTING 420 (6,5) {The 3ip9tram Ptnrertetii 6 BakRog 9-10-tD A P McCoy 90 

205 P3WP-5 OPAL’S TEHSPOT 7 (Df.651 IVe J htaHrj J Brafley B-10-2 R Johnson (3) » 

2K P41U-53 AUCE SMITH 13 ICOj&SI (Mir J Eddnl B EcJ*y 8-108. . W UdFatam 56 

207 344423 VICTORY ANTHEM 13 (F.G) (P Gay Lid) P Cterte 9-10-0_8 fatal [5) 93 

2DB 6441425 FOXGROVE 21 (F.G) (Mis C MMflrwn H Pace 9-10-0 Mbs E J Jones (7) - 

Long handkape Vicmy Aniitem 9-rO. Fcqira 9-0. 

BETTING: 2-1 UeUup. 5-2 Uiud Tno. 6-1 victory Unman. 6-1 Aic* Smkh. fl-t Coasutfl- Paffl Bndfle. tO-r 
otter 

1994. NO CORRESPCNQMG RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


PETTY BRIDGE best eftft last season ned 


cutbacks will fall upon contri¬ 
butions to prize-money, which 
will be reduced from 
£32.985.000 to £29329.000 in 
1996-97. Originally, a 2.6 per 
cent increase in prize-money 
had been planned. 

The cuts also apply to 
budgets covering Jockey Club 
raceday officials (£410.000 re¬ 
duction in grant); breeders’ 
prizes (£105.000); veterinary 
science and education 
(£184,000): appearance money 
scheme (£32.000): point-to- 
point (£18,000); breed societies 
(£39.000). A further £586.000 
in savings have been found by 
deferring or cancelling 
schemes. But for the Chancel¬ 
lor’s largesse, the cuts would 
have been far worse. 


hand cap ciasc a frenrmam ( 2 m a. 


(LUP ted Urban Cmbra 4i r 4-tuner namS- 
ctea a Touusa I2n K. and » brm) 


can rtarB 

ctenm 


bea In Caked Tuna 9 in 7-rura 


nonca ctese a Newton AMU (3m Z( 110yd. good 
lo -ioft) pemiUmaa Stan OPAL'S TENSPOT 6MI 
5th Ot 9 ID DtsdncMe in teulcai don a Bangor 
(2m 41110yd. flood »50tn ALJOE SMITH 1H 3rd 
a 11 toCBtenAngtenteiiiQOCftasaaTaBitin 
(3m. good) VBTflRY ANTHEM 13M!3rdU6tO 
Ifentte ki hantcap chase d FAenhan (3m 
110 yd. good) 

SetecBuE MCKLUP (rep) 


1.45 HOECHST PANACUR EUHOPEAN BREH1ERS FUND MARES 
NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE (Oue/ifier: £2,668: 2m ST ItOytf) (13 runners) 

3th 242F-14 CABJN GLAS 22 (DJBF.F) (M Worraste) N Chance 8-11-5_D Hmgn (7) 90 

302 0/8151 GOLDBBWT 26 (D.G) IMS S Wans) G Babtefl 5-11-5-A P McCoy Eft 

303 040- CBDDWEN 296 (Mo S GrralhaO T Gnotetd 6-10-12- W tevnplnys - 

304 5 CHOICE BAR SO (Un A Fra*] P Kobte 5-10-12-Peter Hobbs - 

305 DO HOT 00G 23 (H PNppi) R BmtherUi 5-10-12- L Harvey - 

306 0 JAUNTY JUNE T6 (Ms J FcUeyl B Coder 4-T0-T7- W Mcfartand - 

30? ff’P-S KELLYS FIDDLE 82 (R Boukkn) Mrs H ParaB 6-10-12-PMp Hughes 0 - 

308 000-220 ADO’S PROUSE 19 (G Want* Ud) C Pnpfran 4-10-12_T Dracambe p) 93 

309 332 MENELAVE 82 (R HM> 0 Stewed 5-10-12_J Osborne - 

310 im- MNTTURE MELODY 262P (P Htcluns) P RechBB MO-12_A Tory - 

311 82600 MUSICAL VOCATION 18 (D Ptrtrrai) B ftwra 4-10-12- 8 Horen ffl - 

312 06 ffil HAG 35 <1 Buchtej K tekey 4-10-12. R Dunwoody - 

313 MV0001- STORMY PETRH. 264 (F) (Mn A MacErenl P IMwyn 6-10-12 -— PMde- 

BETT1N& 5-4 GoUeosuffi. 3-1 CjM Gbs, 9-Z Ue*fcra. <0-1 Stawy PetieL Hod's Promoe, 16-1 Choice Bn. 
20-1 anq. 25-1 whac. 

1994: NO COWESPOftHG RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


CAflJN GLAS beat Ryan Giggs 41 m 14-nmer 
ms (ten bud le a Towcaste (2m 5L good tt Nm) 
penufflrala start. 60UJENSWBT bea Clasti 01 
Cjnfflas Ml in Uhunoer conhtinal jockeys nuv- 
kx handicap buttle a Nentuy (2m Si, good). 
CHOICE BAH 13 5tb M15 to Supreme Keliytana 
Hi RteHonai ten) Flat race a Exm (2m ti 110 yd, 
good to Him) mOi GUI NAG il 7th 
KOO'S PROWSE II 3w ol 9 to UwkatMtUy m 


rtanfiem hurtle a Ewtei (2m 3L good to film} 

K brnate sat MENELAVE 4141 2nd ot 19 to 
n In Itenrei Hunt Ftal race a Tipperary l2m. 
pood lo tneUng) OUMAfi 251 6ft ol 17 to 
KeflUoid Tra in Naknai ten FM ace a Heretod 
(Bn «. good). STORMY PETREL Pea Mtaoo 71 
tn 6-rurer nraice chase a Huntngdcn (2m 41 
1KM. good to finffl. 
samkat GOLDENSW1FT 


RACING 35 


GUlD&fCrP^ 

113143 GOODTBHES 13 (9F/.Gj) Ms DRobnson) BHell 12-0 . ..8WW(7) 88 


The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 
3.15 SILVER SHRED. 


GOING: GOOD TO FIRM _SIS 

12.45 TANNERS CAVA CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£1,958:2m 51110yd) (16 mrnerc) 

101 PF-03ER PRECIOUS JUN016 (CQ.F.S1 (Miss B Morpnyl G Chartes-Jores 6-12-0 . Bfatai 96 

102 BARRYfflJ 13 (D.G) (VksM BriAounei VK Brcbmcne 6-11-13 .... fi Massey (3) 92 

103 P/521-30 COMNANCHERO 52 (D/.G) LI Itonert) R Hodges 6-11-11_TDascombeCf @ 

10< 00-PPQP BOCXX BOPPEfl 36JB.SI (M Rite RaDfifl ChAlM PtK 6-10-13 . 0 llocrf (7) - 

106 5P0 HONG MM DESCMaT 7 (Grew 11toraig 11994] LEfl AJmr. 3-ID-13 SJoynes® 81 

1<E (V430-P RADAR UfGHT 21 (R toceyl J Peacoc* 7-10-12 _ .. PMp Hnuhes (5) 83 

107 1145 KREEF 13 (H 5 RaOmj) R Cunc i-iMD— „ . _ ... G Cmn* (5) 92 

108 40UF46 RJRONGTO013 IB)(NT«wvDawes) N Imam-Daw54-!W... DWelsh(31 52 

109 PPP-U HAPPY KAL21 W) (F PtetaH BPreerc9-10-4. GHogan - 

uO 34S>40 PEMARTH 20 lF1 ffl Daves) fl face 9-10-2_ -. _Guy Lew 91 

111 00F-53F QUCX DERRON 20 (V) (Mrs E Crenwau J Ciessvell 4-tO-O_6 Tonrey 69 

H2 0MHJ1-P DAHCADA 28 (DA (E4 foono) 4 CanoU 7- ID-0_ ... D Lefty 97 

M3 000 HORSETRADSt 12 (J MereiWI B Batfi 3-10-0 . PMcLaitpAi - 

U4 065-303 ITS GRAND 13 [Aw 8 West Racing CM) Ltd) J Bradey C-10-0 .. .. R Johnson 89 

U5 0O-33PO DRAfiOHAST21 IDRodencM F Jordan5-tO-O_ SCuiak 88 

116 P-OO STWJSH BLAKE 15 U Dmn) R HoPmcneafl 6-10-0-MWMaranB) - 

Longlonttov tkiic*Deosm9-73 Gsoaias-ra. tesenadErfrn. teGantf 9-ra Datwrca 9-a Srrtaft 

Bbte 96. 

BETTING: 7-2 Bjoyttfi. 5-1 Camnuacrein. 7-i te Grand, facing loo. 8-1 bed. 12-1 Piersons Jon. 14-1 
(tea wnghi i6-i athas 

1994: STAH M0VB1 5-12-0 T Muptiy !lt-2i WG M Tunei 14 ran 


Raceard number Sb-Tpse tom [f — INI. P — 
pulled ud. U — ireajttd rttto B — trough! 
dwn S—sfipped up. R—Mused. 0— 
dsquaUton Hone s name Days smer last 
nencr F n SaL (B — utoes. V — mat. H — 
huaT E — Eye5tteld. C — coune wns D — 
defence ■!». CD —cane and tfSance 


wmet BF —beaten bmurhe in urea ntt) 
Gong n when horse has won (F — tea good to 
firm, had G—goxl S—son good u Ml 
new). Crane In DracteB Tom*. Age aid 
wtghi. Rider phis any akraance. The Tines 
Pirate Harabcappa's raUng 


2.15 TANNERS WINES NOVICES CHASE 

(£4.566:2m) (14 turners) 

411 Si-1813 R£VE EN ROSE Z7 (D-F.&S) (U Mdtetanj M UcWUan 9-11.7_J R lUvanagh 98 

402 00-11405 AL SHEET43 (FJ/BfacnBFWf 9-H-3_ plfcLoughBD - 

403 034-PP BCHtQ HU 7 IB AlhWl fl ABM16-1I-3-MrMRfcrafl - 

434 1F3334 HAVE A MGHTCAP13 (BJ GiT) (R M tbcecnme LUP N LUbnoden 5-11-3 J F Tttey BO 

405 mwi HUSH DAMELS 46 (G) (U Etfwam) B Pibbcs 7-11-3-G Hogan “ 

406 2363-U2 MANABtXITTHBtOUSE a (F Javeyl G Tbomgi B-M-3.- RJotwsoi g) 

407 P606/PO OLLJVffl DIKKETT 7 (lbs J SMebonm) tt: J 5*3etrttin) 6-11 -3_ MrJJUoa - 

408 0S/«O PUSEY SIRETBOY 13 (F) (C Nfetts (Bdrtnjy)} J Bosley8-11-3. . UBosky 75 

409 p-340 ROYAL PHMT1E(FA5) Mss J Hated) W (As 6-11-3-M RtOmros - 


410 FUB3-50 SIGMA RUN 12 (B) IB 5 Ractno PxtnenHp) J Edranb 6-11-3 .TJento - 

411 30104-1 THE CAUMRUE 13 (RS) (Ihe On The Am Partner**]) G Baktog 7-11-3 A PSfcCoy - 

412 IVD34t£- WHERESIMLLIE 299 (D lanreoi) N TwQUi-CMes 6-11-3_ . C Ltewdyn - 

413 04/42* DAKTFS DELIGHT8 (PJbnasjPJones 7.10-12- MAFBzgerald 88 

414 /D0203/ WBT HfTERSDNS 5ffl (F.S] (R Bovyer) G Jgne 10-10-12. SMeNcte - 

BETTMG: 7-2 tee Eo Rosa. 9 2 The Caumnd. 5-i tbiabtuttehouz. 7-1 Hugh Daniels. 8-1 Royal Pm. 10-7 
Uteres wase. 12»H*e A Hi/da p. i4-i attes 

1994: MONDAY CLUB 10-11-9 S McNeffl (2-i W) J lucV 9 rai 

FORM FOCUS 

REVE EN ROSE 7M13rd cl 12 lb Fahnnuth Bay in pulled up 2 oul PUSEY STREET BOY 13 3rd d 4 

nmea chase at Tauten (2m 3L good) HUGH to DtMog Face In tenkap chase a Frfotam 

DAMELS 301 58) ot G eo Duddon Saids *i begn- (2ra flOytf. 9 »d). THE CAMRUE Deal Sports Vrw 

ran chase a Hawn On. owd) shm-tead ki 6-runw handcao lutSa a Tartan 

UANABOUTTOEHOUSE *t I 2nd d 7 to La Chat (2m It. good) rah HAVE A NIGHTCAP (8U) none 

Nok n cankunal jucievs hanhcai chase a oft 291 49i 
FoBisaone (2m, gooft m(i DAN1FS DBJGHT Setecdon: REVE EN ROSE 


2.45 TANNBtS BURGUNDY HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,074: 2m 4f) (9 runners) 

501 30-11 IP EEZ-AWAY 20 (F.G) (MHtei to Mnl Ftnrs) I Foster 6-11-10. A P McCoy - 

502 31/PUT- MASTER ERVL 289 (CiLF£) |UsRGuiUing)MShte|BnnMl-S UrJMPrtchad S3 

583 1222-4P POWER BOY 13 (F.G) |fl ttotod) R UMps IP-11-0-R DUMONty 90 

504 21-1212 GOLDEN MADJAUBO 29 ICD.F) (T RMete-Mndb) F Jordan 9-10-9 J Ladder 93 

60S 235613 RUPPLES 33 (Cf.G) (Ear. nlMC Hareel U Ctranw 8-10-9 W Wonnhann 96 

506 5F-2814 LUCKY AGAM 23 (F.G) (ft WttfciJ C Popran 8-10-9- T DBsenmbe (51 H 

SOT P23243 Wes AN ACE 18 ffS) (M WngMI Uis j HatateSamns 6-1M . R GreeRS SB 

508 454-PPP BALLAD ROBt 42 (G) (VroorttnK LBf) P Pttehard 9-KWL. . R Johnson (3) - 

509 D4P-04F MOWS JAY 34 (J Con) G Thonw 6-1M- B PcraeH - 

Long hanacip: Bafiad Rider 6-9. Monks Jay B-7. 

BETmffi: 9-4 Gobftn Madambo. 3-1 Eer-Arav. 7-2 Mine hi Act. 7-1 Lucky Agan 8-1 Porta Boy. 1 O -1 
I tsaa frfl. IM tepples. 20-t aOheia. 

1994. PERCY SMOLLETT E-10-0 A Mafliae (4-1) D Naholson 9 rai 

FORM FOCUS 


BEZ AWAY deal La Mode Lady 3Yrt m 7-nmer 
hamkeap chase at Galway fin 11 . gm tn fern) 
oenunurate dan. MASTER BtVL Peat WM flbslon 
51 n lS-runma tuner dase here (2m. gond lo 
so8| pemdtimate sort. HJLDBJ AUDJAwO 1 *ii 
2nd pi 6 » Soto Gen m nonce chase at Hutafl- 
don (2m 41 HDyd, enod). flliPPlfS teat Cm 1 


Henry 3W m 4-nnrer harticte chase hen i&n. 
ten) LUCKY AGAM bsa VWov AMhem 201 in 4- 
nnn 0 hambeap chase ai PAmuten ( 2 m 51. good lo 
farm penuftmate start. MINE'S AN ACE 11*1 3rd 
ot 6 to Denver Bay in handicap chase ar Towestef 
fin 11 Oyd, mod to soft 
Selector MME^ AN ACE 


3.15 TANNERS CLARET NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.374: 2m) (14 runners) 

€0T 64 ALPHA LEATHER 28 iHIph Ron Rung) L GrcskA 4-10-12 . R Dunwody - 

£02 0-0 COLIN ALL 23 (Mrs Y Altav) R Albop 4-10-12... . Ml M Rkral - 

603 3-PO DARNS? 19 (P OMWd) I Brtfcng 6-10-12_ G Bradtoy - 

604 5162-0 FaDSPAR 21 (S) Mrs J BKUH) J Funds 6-lM2._. R Johnson pi - 

605 MMB Jl&MY-JAQE 35 (G Chamtertato) A Cbambertoln 6-10-12_B Rowel 78 

EOfi OOU MU) BOY 33 (A Hurts) M Chapman 4-10-12- W WorBWnni - 

607 M ROYAL SLVBt 23 (BmugNOT Homas Ltd) T Faster 4-10-72_A P McCoy - 

608 3-10 SUCCOTASH 19 (G) (Pkmeo Hert-Tmamrt) H Henkfscn 4-10-12 U A FtogaraM 79 

609 01-0 WYMERG 34 (F) (tos D Priddml T Fonto 4-10-12. A MagUra 78 

610 1-25 YOUR RJSK 19 (F) (Tte Staling Bears) S OrnsHan 5-10-12 J Ounma 79 

611 004/Q BQOLAVOGUE 14 (N Muphy) 0 '71WI 5-10-7 ...V Stately - 

612 COOL MANDY (J Plica) R Price 4-10-7..-.. P McLougWn - 

613 06034-fl HYDEHLLA 12 [Ms T PHtoptnn) Mu T PiUnrem 5-10-7.. . G Hogan (3) 70 

514 14-2 SAVER SHIED 14 (BF.F) (D Baetaft M Pipe 4-10-7.. . . D Bridgwater © 

BETTMG; Eras Star Shred. 8-1 Succotash. Your Risk. Feldspar. 10-1 Jtmmy-Jade. 12-1 Wytteg. Alpha 
Leatna. 14-1 Royal Stiver. 16-1 nhm 

1994: TO NA NOG 5-11-5 J Ryot (33-11 Mss L Shaky 13 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


ALPHA LEATHER 201 4th ol 11 lo Chagrassr n 
NaUora) Hurt Ftal race at Chepstow (2m 110yd. 
art). WWffiH bed ethxi bead 2nd rt 13 to Edertor 
PtoUs in National Hurt FM race at Warwick (2m. 
good to firm) with SUCCOTASH 3 3id and ROYAL 
SAVER T7I 7UL 

FELDSPAR 512nd (V 20 to Anabranch n Nabunol 
Hurt Flat iaca at Martvi Fbsoi dm 51 110yd. 
good) penultimate start SUCCOTASH beat Tosia 41 
Ei 13-nitnv Naboral Hrt FU race a Uartet 


Rasm (im 51110yd good). WYNBERG trail lb 
Only Young Once Mi in 14-tuma rtatoial Hum 
Hat race al Tpncesla (2m. good hi firm) penuhi- 
nsue start. YOUR RISK 26361 5ft ol 10 lo Call 
Eouname in novice rutile at Sandora (2m nOyd. 
ooodl ran SUCCOTASH W TUI SILVER SHRED 
41 2nd ol 16 to Supreme ladv m novice hurte a 
leuester [2m. grod to coh) vnfli BOOLAVOGUt 
tailed efl 13th. 

Setoctmr. SUCCOTASH 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

fare 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Winner; 

Rides 

% 

Mm J R-fiarons 

J 

fl 

37.5 

R Dunwoody 

IS 

55 

32.7 

N HendBOon 

8 

23 

348 

R Massey 

A P McCoy 

4 

13 

308 

K Salley 

14 

51 

27 5 

7 

25 

280 

M Pk» 

15 

71 

21.1 

B Powell 

8 

34 

as 

P Hodijs 

10 

49 

20.4 

J Osbaiw 

9 

45 

am 

J Eduards 

9 

49 

184 

M A FftneraU 

9 

bi> 

1fa4 


Express Gift heads Ladbroke betting 


EXPRESS GIFT, trained by Mary Reveley. is 
the KM favourite with the sponsor for The 
Ladbroke. a handicap hurdle, at Leopards- 
town next month. Two other British-trained 
runners. Cheryl's Lad and Chiefs Song, are 
also prominent in the betting at 14-1. However. 
Nicky Henderson, the trainer of Cheryl’s Lad. 
warned those thinking of supporting his 
charge to “hold your bets". 

The impressive winner of his two starts this 


season, most recently at Cheltenham, is 
weighted at 9st 101b, but Henderson fears that 
the testing going often encountered in Ireland 
during January could deny him the chance of 
running. 

"He must have good ground and 1 would not 
recommend anyone badking him at this stage,” 
he said. “He is going to run in a two-mile 
handicap hurdle at Kempton on Boxing Day 
and from there we will see." 


RACEL?NE 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

089T-I 68- 1 68 






Four Sony travel 
camcorders to be won 

Tndav The Tunes, continuing our Twelve is still powerful!. Headed by a I2X optical 
— ^ - _ -- —- kvNnnc unit Tflrtm lens, it will function in light levels as 


law: iu "in •* —- - 

ding those family highlights and 
tps you want to treasure. In the 
ional carol, on die fourth day of 
tmas, your true love would haw sent 
jur railin g birds, but your favourite 
-- irnmuc Yntfav's readers would 


the hours of fun a camcorder can bring 
nil y, and we have four to give away as 
They are worth £699.99 each. 

Classic Compact Performer, Sony 
[ Camcorder CCD-TR420 to give it its 
rhnical name, is the result of a 
(iment of a fxjrtable system for 
rders after an agreement between l JO 
facturers whidi must say something 
the abilities of the resulting format, 
obvious advantage of the pioneering 
8 formal is its compact size, although 
ality of recording and playback are also 

ough lightweight, die Sony camcorder 


is still powerful!. Headed by a 12X optica! 
zoom lens, it will function in light levels as 
low as 0.8 lux. With programme AE to 
change the stale of the shutter speed and 
aperture for different shooting conditions, the 
ten preset titles allow your home movie to be 
completed with a Q 
professional finish. ** 

HOWTO ENTER 

Simply identify the following lines from a 
popular Christmas carol: 

When the snow lay round about 

Deep and crisp and even 

Call our competition hotline below with your 

answer. The line is open until midnight 

tonight The first correct ernries chosen at 

random will win. Normal Times Newspapers 

competition rules apply. 


„<SSh"o5 0891 66 55 34 


C*i w arare" a ® "«■ ftto * ■« »** *** b=w 


THUNDERER 

12.30 Sunderland Echo. 1.00 ChopweH Curtains. 

1.30 Beauchamp Grace. 2.00 The Laughing Lord. 

2.30 IRISH GENT (nap). 3.00 RachaeTsOwen. 3.30 
Tultymuny Toff. 

GOING: GOOD (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) _SIS 

12.30 NORTHERN ELECTRIC CHARITY CHALLENGE 
SERIES NOVICES HURDLE (£2,285:2m) (14 rumens) 

1 0 CHEAPWOGHT28Mr,JGoodMw4-11-0-LWyt* - 

2 232 DUKE OF PERTH 16 HJdmsai 4-11-0-PCntwiy ~ 

3 0D- GENERAL MUCK220(F)HjnhnamHt-0 MrCBomor(3) - 

A 50 LORD RULLAH 26 J Wade 4-17-0-AS Smith - 

5 LOTHANCOMMODOREGRtetrads5-11-0—..ADobbin - 
G S SAYRAF DANCER 14 Mre A Mjughloo 6-11-0-M Foster fil 

7 65- SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 57F R Mrtais 5-11-0 .. D PaKer P) 62 

8 0-06 SHREWD THOUGHT 23 CPartn 4-11-0-B Storey 69 

9 26 SUMXRlAHD ECHO 22 (BF) 1*3 M fkvtiey 6-11-0 PNbtn ffi 

10 B TOP TATT 77 S Be 8 5-n-O-M Dwyer 7Q 

11 0 TWS DREAM 22 Mis S SmBb 4-1 1-0 -HSsea 7B 

12 WO ANASTASIA WMD5DR 11 D Moflffl 4-10-9- DJMdIMI - 

13 0-05 APOLLO'S DAU 6 HTER 21 J Gotang 7-1M _ D Batty - 

14 241 PRWCESS MAXINE 71F J J OTtal 6-10-9 ...ARccheP) - 
9-4 Smtotrad Echo. 4-1 Lokrar ComraokK. 5-1 Dute <A Penh. Pmcess 
Mam. 6-1 General MucL. 16-1 Strewi Dnatfrt. 2tM Tray's Onacn. 25-1 othen. 


1.00 


HOLLY NOVICES HURDLE (E2.59B: 3m) (22) 


1 0-1 BOLD ACCOUNT 25 (D.G16 Moore 5-11-5-N Betty 92 

7 1SY1 CH0PYYB1CURTABB18 (F.G) MHEsstaliy 5-11-5 LWyer 9 

3 44-1 SEIRA MADRONA 40 (V.Da) Mis A Smart 5-11-0 

J teflon 88 

4 » AWOWHAT44JJOXrfl5-10-12- ftUc&m(7) 85 

5 51-0 BHa<LEYR)UNTAM 25 H Johnson 7-10-12.. . fflirti Taylor B4 

6 OOP- CARLEYLAD32B 6 Ricrtstts 7-10-12--—A Dobbin - 


0 CWWTf STONE 181 Ui 
6 DU0WBWDSE44JJ 


6-10-12_T Rud - 

Ml 6-10-12-A Rode (31 - 

D Lan* 5-10-12 A Maracra (7) B4 


9 0-33 GERMAN LEfiBft 91 (CDf) D Uffb 5-10-1? A Manrare (7| IM 

10 05- GRAM) BITRY 228 Mra M Rewtey 5-10-12-RHixtoa - 

17 0 W> JUST FWA* 184 J Mow 5-10-1?-BtoflwP) - 

12 P KBMAI1ERIVER242PRColira5-10-12- Plfcwi- 

13 4P-P KBIAK27UteMWaren5-10-12-MFosta - 

14 0 MAMCA28MDads5-10-12--NSmtt - 

15 DP-0 POIAR BALE 22 WRrad 6-10-12-M Moloney - 

15 PamCAL IKS1E F lAMare 4-10-12-B Starry - 

17 55 RANOOM KWS 88 J HMe 5-1D-12-DBywtn - 

{8 4M RDBARA27SLka*W»H0-I2-NLB* - 

19 N> AIBTHWaRL21 JHafflm6-16-7.—.Flaahyp) -- 

20 IMS CORMOTTY 23 (B) A Thomra 8-10-7-D Potto (3) 69 

21 38-3 PSP D DAY 32 J ryre 4-10-7-O Pbhs 84 

22 -4U0 RASCALLY 12 Mes L Stoto 5-10-7-RSanfty 72 

7-4 DtoMea Oram. 7-2 Bold Acaun. 10-1 Stan ttkkma. 12-1 Grand far*. 
Peep DO*. 14-1 DlltoB tofte. 16-1 ntbert. __ 

1.30 ROAST TURKEY NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,210; 2m4M 10yd) (15) 

\ 233P GORTNAMOMA 60 (C,G)J Barter 9-11-fi- GlorO) 6B 

2 3-34 MRfUDGETT (D/^JMSJftoraB-tM. ECktagtoi(S) 8B 

3 S-3F CHHRAIDER2SPSJYYaflO7-11-0-ASSnfti 84 

4 52-4 CULL HMD 11 (F.G) N Svanfl 6-11-0-R fiBrtrty - 

5 5 CHOSTY 59 Me A Srartart 5-11-0- J Raton - 

6 31-6 COMMAM)ffi( 23 (S) Mbs M Milfigen 5-11-0 _— R (bast - 

7 5-15 DEVlflY 22 (65) GMowe 5-11-0-JCeSafln - 

8 -722 EAflLVUOflMNS LIGHT 28 (fil G ffldards 6-11-0. A Dobbin Bg 

g EXCISE MM ZBJ6) f RStai 7-u-fl-- Mr A fate* K 

in -504 MASTER OF 1P0Y18 [F.8.S)CF»tar 7-11-0. DPrtkrtp) - 
it P31- M0fl£0FAGUMIffl305(Sl J JeReisni5-11-0—R Dam - 

12 0-62 SOLBA 27 (B.S)C Prater 5-11-0-BSkmy 76 

n 33 P- BEAUCHAW’H«E277(SjMreSBanal&-1M 

MrRIMmnpl - 

H 3P-f 5ASAR0 BELLE 22 A Ore; 9-10-9-- PWaggoa 85 

15 -112 SCU.Y GAY 32 (3Ffl C Rfcftarfls 6-10-9—8 Having (3) - 

IM Eraiynurtng Wte. 5-t Srttr C>». W A &me. 7-1 Dwky. 8-1 

Ctart Rader. SdteltlcftBS_ 

BUNKERB3 FIRST TUYB Hteham: 1 OO Sferra Madrona. Ludlow: 
(245 Parana Two. Happy DeaL 


2.00 MISTLETOE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,725: 3m) (15) 

1 60-3 TW LAUGHBS LORO 15 <CJ\S) Mfei L Busje* 9-12-0 6 Lee 90 

2 IBP- ABBEY LAMP 260 K JateEoa 6-11-12_SHarartlti) 80 

3 -006 HAUGHTON LAD IB J Prates Hl-ll_R McCarthy (5) W 

4 HA DASVtUft 22 J Mcoff 8-11-8.— B Harden ffi 

5 0-23 NEW CHARGES 23 (GjPBawrartH 1-6-B Grata (3) 98 

6 1344 TDWTSIfflJNGS 40 (Ofl TIha 7-11-6_AUtawfi) 86 

7 W AURORA LAD 22 M Haramonl 8-n-4_RBtons (5) 90 

8 3223 60LDMRE26 (CJF3) WTtoitng 5-11-2-DPater 95 

9 P05- SAND KHG 247 (F) hfes L Rossfll 9-10-12-F Leahy - 

10 0-00 THARS6 2 ODJF.te) W Sratk 10-10-11_S Taylor p) BB 

11 6M MGHPEWOW32JOum7-10-16_ECafagbai 96 

12 IK CIRCLE BOY 16 V Storey 8-10-7-RMcGifflip) 90 

13 0-40 KITTtKHSDELAD 14MisS Austin 5-KHI_EHretand 95 

14 HIP- RARE PADDY 243P B ftoOmeS 6-lM_..GCa»(3) - 

15 004* ULTRARAY 44 J Hayses 5-1M-* MMotayOl - 

9-2 Tony^ faiegs. 5-1 Nm Charges. 6-i Abbey Lamp. Dastra. 7-1 Hie 
laughtog Lad. GoUrrert. 6-1 Auras tad. 10-1 ahets. 

2.30 SANTA CLAUS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,002:3m 10 (13) 

1 tHffl MARGHW0004 (G.S) HChsntotei8-12-0. BHanlng(3) B9 

2 123P MNFA 7 (B.CD/.G.S) 6 hcftanls 7-11-13-A Dohbki 94 

3 ill- MAJK RAM 207 ICOJP^LS) D Eddy ID-11-6._ JCaBaghan SO 

4 -11F EASBYJOKBt 6^.ftSJSKatltewI 7-11-7.... P NMn 92 

5 422- BOLL® flDDLE 235 (SjJQBwr 7-11-5- B Stany AS 

6 P7B- HC0NCU1SIVE 214 165) Mrs S Branrtl B-11-0 - J Bote 80 

7 3-05 GALA WATS) 28 (OLS) T Dun 9-10-8..T Reed S3 

8 4-F3 TUDOR FBJXW 18 J Wade 6-10-8_ ASSmffli 91 

9 MO LUPY imSTRa 25 ff,RS)C Palter IB-10-7.. D Pater (3) - 

10 26-5 GUNMETAL BOY 23 (b.F.fi^) Miss L Hussefl 11-10-3 

6 Lee(31 - 

11 Pf-5 iCYDS 30 (SI J Hefats 7-10-J-ROnaW 

12 /31 HSHGBri2B(CD.FJRPBeauittrt9-10-2— RSinteS 

13 /OO POTATO MAH 14 (C£) D Larrt) 9-104—IfcKWhefan^) - 

9-4 fatty Joto. 4-1 tosh Gen. n-2 tana. 5-1 Ua/tt Rain. 8-1 Tudor Ft tow. 
ID-1 GoMen FUdk. 12-1 bUMtasM. 20-1 rrtws. 

3.00 ST NICHOLAS HANDICAP HUffflLE 

(£2.301:2m) (7) 

1 2226 HMDCEHT GEORGE 54 (F£) Mbo L Sddafl 6-11-10 P Ntran 95 

2 840- AKJT>raRMfTAM305JDtan9-11-10-BSuny 86 

3 PP-6 MBS JMMJYFORD 20 (CD^S) C 5m*) 7-11-9 . M Ranger 83 

4 -103 EFWT14 PS JOuton 6-11-6--M Dreys 91 

5 463- SCARBA 235 ftD.8) J Jedasoi 7-11-6-R Davis M 

6 1201 RACHAH.'S OYVBI28 (CDJ£) TDyra 5-11-3-L VYyer © 

7 02/ SASHA'S HBW 5B9 p,G5) J Botemley 8-11-0 —D Byrne - 
9-4 Rachael's Own. 3-1 Eitay. 7-2 Scaha. 5-1 toiocM Gflarge, IM SasHa's 
Hera. 14-1 lire JakeyfwL IB-1 /tana Fauntan. 

3.30 LEVY BOARD BfTERHEDlATE OPEN NATIONAL 
HUNT HAT RACE (£1^8:2m) (14) 

1 03 BDWLANDS COUNTRY 44 G Mnore 4-11-4.-NM - 

2 0-06 CHAM LINE 16 JAynstoy 5-11-4-HUoronoy - 

3 4 COaLEU28 3Bft5-1l-4-Ntott - 

4 05 UEESOWEJBfflESS 160EddyS.11-4- . ... - Btorey - 

5 NAUTLUS Tl€ TWRD U Hamranfl 4-11-4 Mr C Bnnr CT - 

6 RNERNfTH LL*flo5-11-4..- - - J™? gj “ 

7 TARTAN IK J Mows 4-11-4- Blte«h*P) - 

8 022 THESTITCHEH7LLungo5-11-4-Tftrwl - 

9 S TULLYI4URRYTWF22J JeflHsm 4-II-*--■ - 

10 0 UKHYE99E22MHanrninl5-11-4 . —--RButns pi - 

11 0 DIDOYRYIK21 litaSSm»5-10-13 --RWranawpl - 

12 5 MY MISSILE 68 RCodttum 5-10-13.- PtS USS! “ 

13 6 ROSE 12 Mrs S fargnan 5-10-13. - - - “ 

14 0-5 SLVER PENNY 4 H Ctareberiw 5-10-13 Wss C MrtcakB (7) - 

7-2 Tu«iram Tafl. 4-1 Hwr Mft 9-2 tocher. 5-i Bowfands Cairtry, 6-1 
Coraleu 8-1 tortius The DOT. IM U» Hygiene. 16-1 oiheii 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS: SKenleweQ.3rehnersL Lmm. 

16 from 55.291* fits M Rewto.15 ft*i M-» »-SRi^®; 

19 tail BO, 23 8%. H Jnbnam. ID from 60. 16 7%; W ReeL 9 tan 
SB. 15.5V 

JOCKEYS: N BrtlW. 15 w««s tS?™ 

tan 10.30R. T fed. 25 Him 94. 266 %, P tom. 19 tan TO, 

24 4%, A Dobbin. 17 Iran Bl, ft OV B Haranp. 6 bad 3D. 4P-1R 


. . ' T'fT'IWTll 
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We are actively recraiting 


For ym fan bank. The QuBangs: Royal Haitus. sand K The Boyal 
Sa«y anl Bafal Borinas Careers Santea. Beparinant (SBOOSSt). 
F8EEP0ST €335, Briital BS 3)0. So stamp motel The eanptm msi 
nA mhf SSfa tannry SS8. Ufa^/rtreretqicaeKirii/tay/intetan 


am or sarra 


MrtBM entarj"* mtatai Ran fttalBMifcl WKp 
trtn art! aprttaataB tan al rttafc ^BteiL 
IbanteraaBraiMeMtaarepMBnyrat. ncrau .hmunes 


































Times writers give their Christmas selections of the best in sporting literature in 


Platt transfers his versatile talents 



IT HAS been an awful year for 
football books. Footballers by the 
score, it seems, are swapping their 
boots for the'quOI and .penning 
their thoughts with the facility of 
seasoned journalists. This cannot 
goon. . . . 

There was a time, before wretch¬ 
ed Nick Hornby proved that 
football literature was not an 
oxymoron, when the' standard 
footballers* oeuvre consisted of a- 
variation on Ihe theme of “I done 
good, Brian", - but Eamon 
Dunphy'S diary of a.season at 
Millwail hinted at better, things 
and Garry Nelson has taken foe 
cause of the dog-eared pro a step 
further with his LeftFoot Forward: 
A Year in the life of a Journeyman 


Footballer, which was shortlisted 
for the William Hill prize. 

Not even that treasured work of 
art, foe ghosted autobiography, is 
sale from this prowling football 
intelligentsia. David Platt wrote 
Achieving, the Goal himself, 
though it is difficult to know where 
he found the time, with so much of 
his exemplary and lucrative career 
spent on the telephone, negotiating 
his next move. Platt loves foe cut 
and thrust of transfers, not for the 
money so much as the challenge, 
‘the chance of improvement and, if 
the jury is still out on the success of 
his latest move to Arsenal, the 
. world’s most expensive footballer 
has given good value for his £22.15 
million tees. And his telephone 


bills. The book is equally worthy, 
the style not far removed from his 
game. Simple, honest thoughtful, 
seldom inspirational, occasionally 
abrasive. 

Platt had the i m agi n ation to 
succeed in Italian football, but one 
rfo«ir_ stony from his time as 
Sampdoria shows why so many' 
fall headlong into foe cultural 
divide. Towards the end of an 
unfulfilled season, foe head of the 
dorian, the passionate supporters 
of Sampdoria, wrote to Roberto 
Manrini, foe dub captain, asking 
him if the team could do their pre¬ 
match callisthenics on the pitch, 
not in foe tunnel before foe next 
home game. The dorian, you see, 
felt they had earned the right to 


jeer the team, but did not want to 
be so disloyal during foe game. 

So, at 330pm foe next Sunday, 
foe team went out onto the pitch, 
the crowd whistled for exactly two 
minutes before broking into foe 
traditional chants of “Doria, 
Dona" in time for kick-off. "We 
were united in what we failed to 
achieve,” Platt wrote, "and gladly 
accepted the whistles.” Shades of 
ED and Road, perhaps? 

The diary is a more intimate 
literary form than the autobio¬ 
graphy. The reader has to be 
shown inner thoughts, hidden 
emotions, personal doubts. Both 


Nelson's Charlton chronicle and . 
the equally absorbing, A Year in 
the Life, by Alex Fergnson, edited 
by Peter Ball, of The Times, 
sustain that essential- sense of. 
whispered confidence. Ferguson, 
on the verge of greatness as a 
manager, admits to being tactical¬ 
ly outwitted in United's defeat by 
Barcelona and tontines himself 
over the ninmaip responsibility to 
the dub, personal admiration for 
tte pfeyer and foe need to win pots 
during L'affaire Cantona. Ice 
Cold Alex revealed, in fact- 
objective judgment of Cantona 
has not been easy in any quarter, 
bin Ian Ridley, master of the pun, 
provides an admirable balance in 
The Red and the Blade, a tide 


borrowed.'as^antoaa will doubt*V ‘ B Uft .<&?:■ 

less know, from Stendhal The .Nelson (Headline. £0.98). 
bioarasEy' is all the- beitoiar i-OA Ymr tn thejLife.ivMex 

Screaming, the book'of the BEC^ g23}9); - 
series, happily sfoow that emotions ^-O " ” 

in foofoaS can ieexpressed witfr 

out resort to: Rung fu. Botii. > 

ideal forfoeqttrck dip ratherthan : ;yEves 
tc^Irameraac^^ foe 

boilers FactfUe isfoe official grate ;. \31Gcfcing :am ^Screaming, by 
to every playeron the books of the: ' Ragan Taylor and Andrew Vfrri . 
ftrrfessfonal RjofoaUers*. Assod- s : (RobsoaBoob, m&r-.;?'?*/-*? 
atfon: Yoif can tell it is offirifi V O 

because it calls \fame. \Jaftes Rtfrry RauL - 

“tough tecklmg^, ; Essentwl foe. ,.'.JS99£ - 7 ^. ;7.-j; 

every journalist, at least Now : : j~ ■- 
where did Iput my foctbaUboots? . ANDREW LONGMDi^E 


Spurred to 
fame by 
childhood 


sorrow 


THERE was a familiar theme 
running through many of the? 
cricket biographies ami auto¬ 
biographies published in 
1995. and perhaps it ran 
through those of other sports 
as wdL It stated that, simple.- 
uncomplicated types though 
they/we may appear.* under¬ 
neath they/we are. really 
highly complex, misunder¬ 
stood heroes. , -t 

Take the late Brian John¬ 
ston veteran broadcaster and 
jester at the court of* Test 
Match Special for so many 
years. No sunnier or. more 
straightforward man m the 
world, surely? 

Not so, said Tim Heald, his 
biographer. The. driving 
forces behind Johnston’s life 
were the drowning of his 
father and his mother's re¬ 
marriage by foe time that he' 
was ten; any joke, any distrac¬ 
tion helped to shut out the 
harshness of thereal world. It 
is a persuasive thesis in a 
rounded and revealing por¬ 
trait of a man who, for many, 
embodied cricket 

A similar argument forms 
part of David Gower: A Man 
Oat of Time, by Rob Steen. 
Gower.also-had.to cope With 
the early death of his father, 
as well as a lonely diildhood 
in Africa, which may explain 
why he has guarded his 
emotions .with as much skfll 
and dexterity as he usually r— 
but not -always •— did his 
stumps. 

As foe narrative makes 
dear, though, Gower has not 
escaped being hurt, either on 
or off fop field. Mark Nicho¬ 
las said that he has never 
known a mart who had more 
people caring abouthim and 
a factor in Gower’s decision to 



retire as a player after the 1993 
season was that he felt slight¬ 
ed by his treatment at tile 
hands of the England selec¬ 
tors. This is a timely review of 
an often glorious, sometimes 
turbulent career. 

Ted Dexter, the subject of a 
biography by Alan Lee. The 
Times cricket correspondent 
shared Gower’s abundance of 
talent and apparent insouri-. 
ance. Gower even described 
Dexter as a “kindred spirit"; 
perhaps more so than be 
realised. Dexter, as Lee’s book 
amply charts, was adept at 
concealing from the public, 
spotlight a private persona 
which was that of a painfully 
shy man. plagued by frustrat¬ 
ed ambitions. 

There is a thin line between 

a personal history that de¬ 
mands sympathy and plain, 
whingeing, and it is a line that 
Martin Crowe’s autobiogra¬ 
phy, Out on a Limb: My Own 
Story, crosses regularly. 
Crowe has had his trials to 
contend with, but it is sad 
that one so talented should 
linger so often over petty 
squabbles. 

It required another book 
about Crowe, an' unauthor- . 
ised biography by Joseph 
Romanos, published in New 
Zealand, to point out that he 
was. when captain, not fired 
by many of his teammates.. 
Crowe’s ruthless pursuit of 
batting perfection probably 
go t in the way'of his relation¬ 
ships and has almost certain¬ 
ly made it impossible for him 
to reflect with gratitude on a 
career that touched greatness. 


□ Brian Johnston:' TKe . 
Authorised Biography, 'by 
Tim Heald (Methuen, £14.99).. 

□ David Gower. A Man Out. 
of Time, by Rob Steen 
(GoDancz. £16.99). 

ULord Ted: The Dexter 
Enigma, by /Alan' Lee 
(Gollancz. £16.99). 

□ Out On a Limb : My Own 
Story, by Martin Crowe 
(Reed. £14.99).. 


Simon Wilde 



Arthur Thrill's stunning photograph of the fire that engulfed Jos Verstappen’s Benetton 
Formula One car in the pit lane at foe German Grand Prix at Hockenheim in 1994won the 
colour gold lens award in foe International Olympic Committee's best of sport 


photographic contest this year. Thrill's photograph features in Best 7, a celebration of die 
year’s best sports photography. 

□ Be 


Best 7 (Kensington West Productions. £19.99) ISBN 1871349087. 


Inside story captures drama of life in fast lane 


SOMETIMES, there might be 
something on a team owner or 
engineer thrown in for the sake of 
appearances, but the vast majority 
of modem motor raring books are 
devoted to either an individual 
driver or his team. This year has 
been no different, although there 
was a twist in its tail: the author 
and photographer who produced 
one of foe best efforts of last year 
with their study of Damon Hill's 
season turned their attention to 
his Williaras-Renault team this 
year. 

Time and again, this genre 
degenerates into a worthy but 
tedious dissection of the anatomy 
of a team and esoteric discussions 
of foe workings of the smallest 
parts. Pole Position: the Inside 
Story of Williams-Renault, man¬ 
ages to avoid this fate. 

It does dig beneath the surface, 
examining the arduous role of the 


team manager, taking us through 
dramas such as foe day when foe 
catering manager had the tips of 
his fingers sliced off while he was 
trying to fix the motor-home en 
route to a race, but Maurice 
Hamilton^ swift narrative and 
the superb pictures of Jon 
Nicolson, that turn simple factory 
shots of team personnel into 
fascinating portraits, never stray 
too far away from the racetrack 
where the drama is at its height 

If there are criticisms, the 
pictures could have been used 
bigger and the breadth of the 
subject necessitates a slightly 
broader, more syrupy canvas than 
the intimate study of Hill's turbu¬ 
lent year in 1994: but this effort 
almost makes up for that with its 
wider insight into the business of 
grand prix racing. 

For individual studies, the pick 
of Formula One books this year is 


the autobiography of Nigel 
Mansell, meticulously researched 
and cleverly written by James 
Allen. It provoked some mirth 
among the sizeable anti-Mansell 
faction in grand prix raring 
because of its flat tide — Mge/ 
Mansell: My Autobiography — 
but once they had got over that 
even his detractors admitted ft 
was an interesting read. A pithy 
final chapter, added at short 
notice, examines Mansell’s ill- 
fated stay at McLaren at foe 
beginning of the 1995 season. 

McLaren, predictably, are also 
featured heavily in the updated, 
spruoed-up version of Eoin 
Young's affectionate portrayal of 
the team’s founder. Bruce 
McLaren, the Man and his Rac¬ 
ing Team. explores the foundation 


of the team that made world 
champions out of Emerson 
Fittipaldi, James Hunt, Nfld 
Lauda. Alain Prost and Ayrton 
Senna. 

McLaren S assertion that "to do 
something well is so worthwhile 
that to die trying to do it better 
cannot be foolhardy” is one of a 
myriad of statements featured in 
Eugene Weber’s Grand Prix Book 
of Motor Radng Quotations. 
Murray Walker is here in force, of 
course. 

Finally, The Death of Ayrton 
Senna, by Richard Williams, is 
still a fascinating read 19 months 
after the death of the Br azili an 
three-times world champion. aU 
foe more so in foe light of foe 
recent burst of publicity about 
what may or may not be the 
causes of foe accident that killed 
him in May 1994. 

This study, combining an inti¬ 


mate lode at his career with in-, 
depth description of Senna's 
funeral and discussion of the 
events leading to his death, is 
small but perfectly formed. It is 
the pick of foe year. 


□ Pole Position. The Inside Story 
of Williams-Renault. by Maurice 
Hamilton and Jon Nicolson (Mac¬ 
millan, £20). 

□ Nigel Mansell: My Autobiog¬ 
raphy (Collins Willow, £16.99). 

□ Bruce McLaren, the Man and 
his Radng Team, by Eoin Young 
(Patrick Stephens lid, £15.99). 

□ The Grand Prix Book af Motor 
Radng Quotations, by Eugene 
Weber (Hodder and Stoughton, 
£14.99). 

□ The Death of Ayrton Senna, by 
Richard Williams (Vfldng, £1Z50). - 


Oliver Holt 


Christie’s tale of the track runs 


out of steam before the tape 


AFTER"reading the two books on Linford 
Christie published this year, one tiring is 
dean neither on its own is sufficient. 
Between them, though, Christie'S autobi¬ 
ography and an unauthorised biography 
ten as much as you would want to know— 
almost — of Great Britain’s Olympic 100 
metres champion. 

To Be Honest With You is Christie’s 
autobiography and, after saying in his 
.introduction that he “can’t complain”, he 
does on several fronts. Nothing permeates 
the book so much as his unrelenting jibes 
at Frank Dick, Britain’s former director of 
coaching. The intrusive media and the 
“shambles” of the drug-testing system also 
feature. 

It seems curious for a man so dependent 
on close relationships—those with Mandy 
Miller, his long-time girlfriend. Colin 
Jackson, and his grandmother are covered 
in detail—that he appears content that his 
three children, by former partners, have 
played such a small part in his life. They 
are covered in fewer than five pages and 
only then in the context of Christie 
defending against scandal 

It does Christie credit however, that he 
should* not forget Les Jones; indeed, 
describe him as “a great man". Jones was 
foe popular national team manager when 
he died three years ago and. were he alive 
today, one suspects some of foe sport’s 
controversies would have been avoided. 

Christie’s opinions and his readable 
recollections of childhood in Jamaica, 


arrival in Britain, and achievements as an 
athlete, are enlivened by same diverting 
stories, such as the time that he was giving 
a sample for a drugs test squeezed die 
beaker, broke it and covered the doctor in 
urine. Unfortunately, though, the insight 
into Christie’s training is woefully inade¬ 
quate and his account of the greatest 100 
metres that ever was, the 1991 world 
championship in Tokyo — which rewrote 
the all-time fist for the distance — is most 
disappointing. 

Duncan Mackay will not be on Chris¬ 
tie's Christmas card list for getting to foe 
bookshel ves first. When word was out that 
Christie’s autobiography was imminent a 
separate publisher asked Mackay for a 
biography, and fast 

Mackay showed impressive speed, gun 
to tape in less than a week, a writer's sub- 
lOsec run. Linford Christie is held together 
by what the press has said and why it said 
it Christie is not entirely the misrepresent¬ 
ed figure he claims to be, as Mackay's 
version confirms. 


□ To Be Honest With You: Linford 
Christie's Autobiography (Michael Jo¬ 
seph. £16.99). 

□ Linford Christie, by Duncan Mackay 
(Wddenfeld and Nicolson, £12.99). 


David Powell 


Fairley offers definitive history 
of art and the thoroughbred 


EVEN if it were not a lean year for 
equestrian books, John Fairley’s The Art of 
the Horse would stand head and shoul¬ 
ders above its rivals. Almost as glossy as 
the horses it depicts, this sumptuously 
illustrated book charts the history of the 
horse in art from the earliest cave 
paintings through foe Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans to Stubbs, Mimnings and contempo¬ 
rary artists. 

Fairley’s text is witty, informative and 
minutely researched. The ancient Greeks 
had individual starting stalls for raring 
and devices for opening them; foe Ro¬ 
mans. whose love of raring is captured 
here in Alexander von Wagnerls magnifi¬ 
cent The Chariot Race, were the first to 
record raring form, results and breeding. 

Two fine — un attributed — early 
examples of racehorses in art — Miss 
Neasham (1727), painted in front erf Aid by 
Park in Yorkshire, and Aleppo (1727)—are 
used to place the English thoroughbred in 
its historical context It was to AJdby in 
1706 that the horse was dispatched that 
was to become known as the Dariey 
Arabian, prepotent among the three 
stallions to whom all thoroughbreds now 
trace back. George Stubbs’s Whistlejacket 
epitomises foe almost reverential way that 
the thoroughbred was viewed in the 18th 
century. Fairley is unequivocal in his 
praise "All Stubbs’S years of study and 
dissection come to fruition in this inspiring 
portrayal of a thoroughbred in the 
grandeur of his prime." 


Linda Tellington-Jones, the author of 
Getting in Touch with Horses, would 
assesswhistlejackeft character merely by 
looking at his painting. Tellington-Jones, 
whose grandfather was the leading trainer 
for Tsar Nicholas U, identifies a horsed 
personality from the shape of its head and 
from its “swirls”—die distinctive patterns 
in foe lay of foe hair in an animal’s coat 
Tellington-Jones also claims to change or 
modify character by a variety of tech¬ 
niques — there is plenty of evidence here to 
suggest that ft works. 

Tne importance of assessing character is 
recognised by tire three German trainers 
who have joined forces to write Dressage 
Tips and Training Solutions. Among the’ 
sound, practical advice given, the authors 
state that “many problems in the tr ainin g 
of horses would not occur at all if their 
physical and psychological requirements 
were recognised". 


□ The Art of The Horse, by John Fairley 
(Abbeville Press, £29.95). 

□ Getting in Touch with Horses , by Linda 
Tellington-Jones with Sybil Taylor (Kenil¬ 
worth Press. £14.95). 

□ Dressage Tips and Training Solutions, 
by Petra Holzei, Wolfgang Hofael and 
Martin Plewa (Kenffworth Press, £16.95). 


Jenny MacArthur 
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THE story of Theodore C«3e 
Thompson— die name “CecT 
brings an instant recogodfoo 
in rugby league- — is; an 
inspirationalone, of a; Hack, 

northern Englishman and 
traOblazer, whose defiance of 
often painful odds antl'prqtt-/ 
. dice;.oh and off the fidd^lS 
testimony to the enthusiasm 
that &fa m^forou gh a compel 

. . Enthusiasm, Thompson 
writes, has. been his greatest ■ 
ally. It is to enthosiasni — 
“almost .inexhaustible, con-, 
stantiy moving me. forward, - 
sweeping me into almost ev-,- 
ery de partm ent of toy life" — 

that he dedicates his success,. . 
The vutues of modesty, dignL. 
ty ami courage arewrit large 
inTboiiiiMion'sxiwh words— 
not bad forsomeone 'ghdse. 
writing skflfa in his playing T 
days did not extend 
his autograph. . 

Rugby league was; ihe. es¬ 
cape from an. early-life of 
orphanages and deadend 
jefts in Leeds. Forhis first 
match, in a workVteam. he 
was simptymstructednotto 
kick orpass the bag forward. 
His -nmhmg and tackling 
were good .enough after just 
two games for Hunslet to sign 
him in 1948 for fJSQ^Becom- 
ing a professional player m 
die Hunsfet Ateatowaslike 
entering a dream worid." ^ ■ 

“Hunstefs living bronze," 
as foe Yorkshire Posf memo¬ 
rably referred to hfin, was foe 
sport’s pr ominen t Marie 
player. Four.yeare,after his 
first appearance; Tlddie War¬ 
ing wrote ‘TfCec Thompson 


is not dnisen : for the Great 




Britain : squad, fife selectors 
mustheratists” . - 


er as juorwara would 
have translated into foe mod 1 
ern gante FEsjplayfng career 
rimledaLWdf&igtbaui 1962. 
bat that Is merefytbe half of 
itH& _ wntdow-deamng 
rourid became 'a successful 
indukrial deanibg business, 
a . few stabs at jburoafism 
turned into an honours de- 
gree in economics, a diploma 
in etimatiua' eventually to 
head of axmomks and rugby 
masterafChesterfieki Gram¬ 
ma* School. " ~; 

\ lit a singular way, Thteop- 
sem’s SdTadvaocement min' 
ibrs foaf of mgby league’s 
first 100 years, ifie obligatory 
coffee table glossy for tfe 
centenary , is lovingly, and 
p a fi rug a k ingty ;; penned: by 


Geoffrey Moorhotee, whose 
eye. for historic detail never 
gets.in the way of another 
remarkable stray;-'. , * 1 . • ’■ 
Dean Ijfefl’s biography Is 
excellent .ah<L. of the paper- 
backs,, Trevor DeJaneyVJav- 
ish histoiy of international 
venues and the ; combined 
efforts of Dave Farrar .and 
Peter Lush m ehroruefing 0 
game’s" history in. London 
expertly fill two large boles,.' 


□jCec Thompson: Bom -on 
the Wrong Side (penOaiiA 
Pre». EU.99).. 

UA People’s Game: The Of - 
fidal History: .bf. Rugby.' 
league IS95-1995 r by Gef¬ 
frey Moorbouse(Hddder and 
Stoughton, £20). • .*■ 

□ Ultimate YYarriori The 
Dean Bdl Story (Victor.Go^; 
ianez; £15.99). 

□ The International 
Grounds af Rugby League 
(Trews: Delaney, £15.95). *S-. 
EJTouch and Go: A History 
of Professibiftbi . Rugby: 
League in London § London 
League Pubficatiom, £9.00!r ; ; 


Christopher Irvine^ 


□ Steffi. A.Biography—Pt&’-i-\ 
tic Power. Private Poiru T&,-. 
viewed yesterday, was written .*• 
by Sue Heady 
reported. : 
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Cruel juggernaut of sport daims two more victims 


T he world looks at sport 
m two ways, rapidly 
alternating from one to 
tne other. The first is as a 
sugar candy world of glory 
and victory and passion; a 
pleasing escape from real life. 
The second is hurt and bewil¬ 
dered shock when people real¬ 
ise - that sport also involves 
rows, cheats, liars and passion 
run out of control. 

The faa is that both views 
are right Sport is not pure fun. 
nor is it pure ghastliness. 
Sport is a strange and terrible 
drama, that is all; and often, 
fame and despair walk hand 
m hand. 

The point of farce was 
reached hilariously with 
Graeme Le Saux and David 
Batty, of Blackburn Rovers. A 
couple of weeks back, the pair 
got involved in a bout of 
fisticuffs in a match against 

Tomba 

forgets 

problems 

WITH an obvious sense of 
relief yesterday, of return¬ 
ing to the environment 
that he knows best and in 
which he is best Alberto 
Tomba won a World Cup 
slalom skiing race. Prob¬ 
lems off-piste were forgot¬ 
ten as Tomba, Italy's 
favourite sportsman, ac¬ 
cepted the garlands and 
plaudits on home territory 
at Madonna di Campiglio. 

With Jure Kosir falling 
when leading on his sec¬ 
ond run. Tomba, the over¬ 
all World Cup champion, 
who had been third after 
the first series, raced down 
the piste on file second to 
dock a combined time of 
lmm 34.62sec for ids first 
victory of the season and 
the thirtieth in slalom of 
his career. 

Away from skiing, 
Tomba is facing possible 
expulsion from the Italian 


rapher, who had sold nude 
photographs of him to a 
magazine, alleged that the 
Italian had thrown a 
heavy glass trophy at him 
after a World Chip race on 
Sunday. The carabinieri 
said in a statement yester¬ 
day that it was holding an 
inquiry into the incident 
that would “examine the 
disciplinary position'’ of 
Tomba,- who- holds the - 
rank of sergeant - 
Tomba. however,' was 
happy to put such troubles 
to one side. Yesterday was. 
after all. also his 29th 
birthday. 


Spartak Moscow. A lot of 
people were dreadfully 
shocked by this; as if every 
football team comprised 11 
hpt friends, between whom 
the merest suggestion of a 
cross word was impossible. 
Yet all teams are the most 
tremendously volatile things; 
a team without rows must be 
as impossible — and as unsta¬ 
ble — as a marriage without 
rows. The thing is to try to 
avoid having them in public 

Alas, poor Le Saux has 
moved, in a step; from farce to 
despair. On Saturday, he re¬ 
ceived a terrible injury; one 
that, we learn, may end his 
career. Nor can anyone be 
blamed. It was just footbalL A 
terrible accident in what is. 
after all, supposed to be a 
rough game. 

le Saux is. or was, an 
England pLayer, one of those 


chaps of solid footballing 
worth, a man without extrava¬ 
gant gifts but with the happy 
knack of maximising the tal¬ 
ents he has. Or had. Rotten 
luck. 

So often, a sports injury 
seems to be a the most devilish 
kind of caprice. There is no 
comparing in seriousness the 
injuries of Le Saux with John 
Crawley, but Crawley’s tom 
hamstring is also pretty rotten 
luck all the same. 

Crawley has been a coining 
young man for rather too long. 
Desperate for success, but 
with the glittering prizes per¬ 
petually a shade beyond his 
grasp. At one time, he was 
seen as rather too tubby and 
unathletic a poor fielder. 

So he managed to lose two 
stone, started tearing about 
the outfield and even got 
himself a special “I’m-a-super- 
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keenie” haircut It worked. 
Finally, he keened himself 
bade into the Test team. Then 
tore his hamstring. Fielding. 

This is unlikely to be a 
career-ending injury, but it 
came at a devilishly tad time. 
Jason Gallian has now been 


flown in, and has already been 
promised Crawley’s place in 
the next Test Gallian’s aim is 
obviously to make this perma¬ 
nent AH Crawley can do is 
stick ice on to his backside and 
pray for a chance to come 
round again: knowing that it 
might not. 

Sport is a capricious busi¬ 
ness. Even Michael Atherton, 
Bushed with a success of 
history-making proportions in 
the second Test failed in the 
third. Yet in a way. failure is 
something you cater for. Mark 
Ramp rakish may have suf¬ 
fered the most traumatic pos¬ 
sible failure, but he has at least 
the grim solace that it was his 
own fault; that toe redress lies 
only in himself. 

For Crawley, and still worse 
for Le Saux. there is only the 
terrible atavistic cry of the 
playground; h is not fair. 


Because it is not: and it is the 
quality of total unfairness that 
lifts sport out of any compari¬ 
son with normal professional 
fife. In sport, doing your best 
can be a career-ending matter. 
Nobody will say that Barnes 
gave his all in that last 
paragraph but. as a result of 
his exertions, he will never 
write again. 

There are many physically 
precarious professions, but 
perhaps only dance involves 
the risk that, by doing it you 
could, in a trice, destroy your 
career. Nodes on the vocal 
chords of singers; arthritis in 
the hands of pianists: these 
can be desperate matters, but 
they do not happen in an 
insiani of time, as a result of 
doing your best 

Sport is a cruel matter. We 
would not watch if it were not. 
for. without adversity, there is 


no triumph. We should spare 
a thought, at a time of year 
when everything gets buried 
beneath a candy-coating, for 
those who pay the price for our 
pleasures, for our triumphs. 
Here is Anthony Powell on 
literary aspiration: the words 
hold good for aspirations of 
the sporting kind: “So far as I 
was concerned, the juggernaut 
of critical opinion must be 
allowed to take its irrefraga¬ 
ble course. If too fervent 
worshippers .. - were crushed 
to powder beneath the pitiless 
wheels of its car. nothing 
could be done. Only their 
adoration of the idol made 
them so vulnerable.” 

All toe same, it is a poor 
person whose heart does not 
go out to toe victims of the 
rolling wheels of toe jugger¬ 
naut of sport. Alas, poor 
Graeme, poor John. 


Bible for athletes still 
running after 50 years 


D avid Coleman wrote; 
“Thanks for years of plea¬ 
sure, education and essential 
information-” Chris Brasher insisted: 
“The historian of our sport” “An 
outstanding service,” Andy Norman 
added. “So authoritative that ft is 
obligatory reading” — Sir Arthur 
Gold. 

The letters congratulatingAthletics 
Weekly on its fortieth anniversary 
were as sincere as toe publication 
itself. The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation expressed its 
“gratitude for sterling work" and 
Sebastian Coe spoke for athletes 
everywhere: “I remember (at 
Loughborough Colleges] the biggest 
queue in the library was always for 
‘AW 1 . It was the bible.” 

Today. Athletics Weekly is 50 years 
old. Though Mistered in recent years, 
it is still on its feet, one of only two 
weekly athletics publications world¬ 
wide. It may never again be the rever¬ 
ential. organ, but it is more worthy 
now thgn at any time; since it under- 
wentriithbj^fejti^^onnation. 

ReSd^wre Casf but of their safe 
world 6f. statisti(^; interviews and 
concise reporting into a jungle of 
trivia, sensationalism and screaming 
headlines^'JVhen Nigel Walsh, the 
present editor, wttte m for a job. he 
did so because ho was “appalled at 
the number pf rajsiakEs’*. 

Mind you?Athletics Weekly s very 
first act waS a.deliberate statistical 
mistake;'. “Jnnmy 

Green, the magaands founder, pro- 


David Powell salutes another milestone in the 
history of a sport's most authoritative magazine 





magazine. Now 86, Green recalled 
“Several leading officials said, ‘Don’t 
waste your mono', don’t be so 
damned silly, it will never succeed’, 
but 1 was pigheaded." 

Green set up office at home in 
Rainham. Kent sold ZOOO copies at 
sixpence each with his first attempt, 
and gained respect immediately with 
the quality of his contributors. Jack 
Crump, the national team manager, 
compiled subjective event ranking 
lists, a controversial element that 
drew much attention. 

Monthly to begin with, but weekly 
from 1950, Athletics Weekfy’s circula¬ 
tion grew to a peak of 30.000 in the 
mid-Eighties. To 1987. it had only 
three editors: Green (1945-68). Mel 
Watman (1968-84) and Barry Trow¬ 
bridge (1984-87). Trowbridge depart¬ 
ed when Emap took over in 1987 and 
sent it downmarket, Watman finally 
left the staff soon after, along with 
much of the loyal readership. Since 
then, several editors have come and 
gone and circulation has fallen, 
though it saw off the four-year 
challenge of Athletics Today, a rival 
weekly *at closed in 1993. 

Watman was adamant that all 
areas of the sport should be covered. 
Race walking was a case in point 
“Probably 95 per cent of readers did 
not want walking cluttering up the 


duced titofimrotieffe&betiefifrtfe} ^-»pages,» lmr f?w a yqetengi a aff fhat the 
n No 1. What happened 1o Vol 1 he minority iniErest should' &' repre- 

nnll n/'lf Ml/ Mi/A ftn /Vln fl i w it rantnrl n Ka 


will not say, save to confirm that it 
never existed. 

On leaving toe RAF, after the 
Second World War, Green used his 
E150 resettlement grant to start toe 


sen ted.” he said. 

“In the earlier years there was also 
an anti-women’s bias among our 
readers. For many years, we had only 
a page for them, called ‘With The 


Ladies’." Under Watman. Athletics 
Weekly spoke out vehemently against 
drugs’and shamateurism. 

“We were campaigning for open 
athletics, meaning athletes could be 
paid and there would be professional 
administration. We were always 
calling for one governing body, 
which eventually came about. We 
were a quiet magazine but people had 
an affection for us. I think people 
appreciated that we had the best 
interests of athletics at heart." 

T he top athletes would use it to 
vent their views. Gordon Pirie 
had a letter published in 1967 
complaining about British athletics 
wasting money on high-altitude 
training. 

Headlines such as “Watch Out For 
Takeyuki Nakayama" characterised 
Athletics Weeklys confidence in its 
own strkfo-length. There was wit too. 
Two Legs In Search Of Eight Feet," 
was its headline on the ambitions of 
Geoff Parsons in the high jump. 

Athletics Weekly has never missed 
an issue and today it is claiming a 
personal best. 116 pages. The London 
Marathon preview issue of 1983 was 
120 pages, but A5 in size, not today’s 
A4. Still, though, we miss the old 
Athletics Weekly. its neat format and 
epic features: fen pages on an East 
German sprinter (part PneJ; a week 
later part two. another nine pages. 

That was when Athletics Weekly 
was 40. toe age when men in the 
sport become veterans. Let us hope 
that, as file magazine joins the over- 
505. it can be wise again. 


•*. v.2»j 
w.rasa 




PHI 


-±- - 








SPORT 37 


Tarango 

makes 

belated 

apology 

JEFF TARANGO yesterday 
apologised for the outburst at 
toe Wimbledon tennis cham¬ 
pionships that led to a fine of 
almost £30.000 and a ban 
from toe tournament next 
year. The American stormed 
off court during a singles 
match against Alexander 
Mronz. Later, in an emotional 
news conference, he ques¬ 
tioned the impartiality of Bru¬ 
no Rebeufa. the umpire. 

In August. Tarango was 
suspended from the 1996 
championship and one other 
grand slam tournament. On 
appeal Tarango’s fine was 
reduced to £18,000, and the 
additional one-tournament 
ban was suspended for three 
years. 

He said: T unequivocally 
apologise to Mr Bruno 
Rebeuh for any embarrass¬ 
ment or harm that this inci¬ 
dent may have caused him 
and his family. 1 do nor intend 
to make such a mistake ever 


Hilton banned 

Rugby league: Tony Hilton, 
toe Rochdale Hornets for¬ 
ward, was yesterday suspend¬ 
ed for three months by toe 
Rugby Football League board 
of directors after he tested 
positive for the banned sub¬ 
stance. ephedrine. Hilton, 24. 
was tested after Rochdale’s 
match at Ffeafiierstone on 
November 1. 

Parker power 

Rackets: James Parker, toe 
15-year-old son of Paul Parker, 
toe former Sussex, Durham 
and England cricketer, won 
toe junior colts event of the 
public schools championship 
at the Queen’s Chib by crush¬ 
ing Edward Cazalet, of Eton. 
15-5,150. 


No pay 


Green, the founding editor, displays a copy of toe first edition of “AW” 


Snooker. A proposal to pay 
board members of toe World 
Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association did not 
receive the two-thirds majority 
it required at the association's 
annual meeting in Bristol 
yesterday. 

Wild rice 

American foetbaB: Jerry Rice 
received 14 passes for a team- 
record 289 yards and three 
touchdowns as the San Fran¬ 
cisco 49ers beat toe Minnesota 
Vikings 37-30 on Monday. 




I Sheehan on bridge 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Trump promotions come in various guises. This one was 
reported to me by Ronnie Rubin at theVandefbilt (one of the four 
leading events in the United Stales). 


Dealer East 


Love all 


♦ A B 7 
V10B5 

♦ A84 
*KJ96 


*Q96 

V2 

♦ QJ 10 9 75 

♦ 875 



*54 

VAK 0763 

♦ 63 

♦ 7032 


♦ K J 10 32 
VJ94 

♦ K2 

♦ AQ4 


Contract: Four Spades by South . Leatfr Two of Hearts 


East opened a weak Two 
Hearts and North-South fin¬ 
ished in Four Spades. West led 
a heart that East won with the 
queen. East continued with 
the king of hearts. How 
should West plan his defence? 

West knows . that three 
rounds of hearts are going to 
stand up (East would not open 
Two Hearts with a seven-card 
suit). Do you now see wbal he 
wants his partner to do? 

Consider what will happen 
if West cashes a third, heart 
and continues with a fourth 
round. If the declarer ruffs 
low. West can ruff with the 
nine of spades, to force dum¬ 
my’s ace and so promote 
West's queen; and, if South 
ruffs high. West discards and 
now makes a trump trick. 

Now look at the problem 
from East's point of view. 
How can he tell That it is 
correct to play a fourth round 
■of hearts? What if. South’s 


spades are solid — if South has 
five spades to the K Q J10 and 
Qx of diamonds, playing a 
fourth heart would enable 
South to throw his diamond 
loser while ruffing in dummy. 

The way that West can get 
the message over is to discard 
the queen of diamonds on the 
second heart, and another 
diamond an the third heart 
Now, East can see that if the 
declarer has five solid spades, 
he must be home — he is 
marked with five tricks in 
spades, two in .diamonds and 
three in dubs (taking the dub 
finesse if necessary). 

So. East will realise that the 
only chance is the Grump 
promotion and so will contin¬ 
ue with a fourth round of 
hearts. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes an 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in file Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Philip Howard 


Names 

ebenezer 

a. Strong fortress 

b. Black nose 

c. Stone of help 

JEMIMA 

a. A dove 

b. A duck 

c Good at weaving 


CORNELIUS 

a. Strong as an elephant 

b. Of horn 

c. With wide acres 

WENDY 

a. Stock or stem 

b. Friendly 

c. Fleet as the wind 

Answers on page 38 


Keene on chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Speed chess 

A new world championship 
event for junior players has 
been set up in Disneyland. 
Paris. This is a speed chess 
event for players of 14 years or 
younger. The winners of file 
inaugural competitions were: 
Girls under-li Viktorija 
Cmflyte (Lithuania). 

Boys tmAer-U: Etienne Bacrot 
(France). 

Girls onder-14: Chau Thi Ngo 
Giao (Vietnam). 

Boys under-14: Levon 
Aronian (Armenia). 

Blindfold chess 

Bacrot went on to further 
distinguish himself by defeat¬ 
ing Anatoly Karpov, the Fide 
world champion, where the 
latter was playing blindfold. 
White: Anatoly Karpov 
Black: Etienne Bacrot 
Blindfold simultaneous 
Disneyland. Paris 
December 1995 

English Opening 

1 of e5 

2 Nc3 Nf6 

3 M3 NcB 

4 g3 dS 

5 cxd5 Nxd5 

6 Bg2 Nb6 

7 M Be7 

8 33 no 

9 W ReS 

10 d3 BfS 

11 Be3 a5 

12 bxa5 Rxa5 

13 Bxb6 cxfa6 

14 84 864 


By Raymond Keene 

This position is from the game 
Psakhis — Schussier. Lugano 
1988. Hie black king is ex¬ 
posed, but it is not easy to see a 
way for White to get at it. Can 
you see how he solved this 
problem? 


15 Nb5 

16 Qb3 

17 Nxa7 

18 e3 

19 h3 

20 Bxtt 

21 KQ2 

22 Bd5 

23 Rfcl 

24 a5 

25 RxaS 

26 Qc3 

27 d4 
20 ©4 

29 Qxcl 

30 Qc5 

31 Oc3 

32 Qxd3 

33 Qf3 

34 M 

35 h5 

36 Qb3 

37 062 

38 Bxb4 

39 Obi 

40 14 

41 Ehh7 
White resigns 


Diagram of final position 



□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


Solution on page 38 



AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NR): San Francisco 
37 Minnesota 30. 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA). Chica¬ 
go 123 Boston 114, Utah 110 NOW Jassy 
103: Sacramento 92 Vancouver 85. 

BOXING 

LONDON: British tatfheme&it champ- 
tanehip-. Jonjo Irwin (Doncaster) bt Ems 
P aratey (Btarech) rec 8* md 
TOKYO: World Boxing Association rrid- 
dtevraight championship (12 mtfc), Shmj 
Tatohara (Japan) bt Jorge Castro (Ar& 
holder) pra. 

CRICKET ~~ 

One-day international 
■ Australia v West Indies 

MBAOmE (Austro m exss): Austm- 
6a best West todies by 24 runs 
AUSTRALIA 

M J Slater c Rchanjscn b Ambrose 2 

•M A Tayfor c Hooper b Snvnons-S3 

M E Waugh an oU- 15 

RTPonthgc&wmebWSbh .. 6 

S G 1st* sf Brauns b Hooper-74 

MG Bean not ou. 44 

S Lee c Chanderpeid b Ambrose-3 

tl A Hoaty not out .....34 

Baras (to4.w2.nb2)- 6 

Total (6 vricts, 50 ovens)-248 

S K Werro, C J McDermott and M S 

Kaeprowicz dd not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-6, 2^9. 3-45. 4-1B4. 

5-172.6-181. 

BOWLING: Ambrose 10-1-36-2 Walsh 60- 
32-1; Cummins 6-0-40-0. Harper 10-1 -46-0: 
Hoopes 9-0-50-1; Salmons 6-0-31-1. 

WEST INDIES 

SCMWametowbLee -- 44 

S L Campbell c Porting b Kasprowtu 2 

S Chenderped c aid b Bwan-73 

P V Sknrnons c McOwmoH bWaugfi.. 2* 

C L Hooper c Heaty b Sevan_10 

*R B R cha ds c n c Lav b McDermott .. 15 

BAHarpersJ HeaybWame-15 

ACCunmws not out -- -28 

1C 0 Browne run out - 2 

C E L Ambrose b McOermott.. 1 

C A Walsh c Heaty b Warns ...1 

Enas (to 9, w 1. nb 2) - 12 

Total (48.1 wars)_225 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-5.2-64,3-125.4-147. 
5-166. 6-177.7-209. 6213, 6224. 
BOWUNG: McDermott 106462: Ksspra- 
mcz 6632-1; Lea 161-461. Wane 9.1-1- 
41-2: Waugh 6632-1: Bevan 6631-2 
Man of the match: M 6 Bawan. 

CASTLE CUP (final day of hut: Cape 
Town: Free State 347 and 252: Western 
Prwmce 257 and 162-4 Match drawn. 
Part Boland 200 Bid 185. Borier 177 and 
221-8 (P Botha 93. P Strydcm 66. R 
TeSemachus 672). Bolder won by 2 vritta. 

PW L D a BPS 

Hatal - 5 4 1 0 14 13 67 

WProrince.-. 5 3 1 1 15 18 63 

Transvaal...-. 5 3 2 0 16 16 62 

FieaStete _ 5 2 0 3 17 20 57 


Border-. 5 2 3 0 5 13 38 

NTia-tiwarf_ 5 1 3 l 10 12 32 

E Province_ 5 0 2 3 11 13 24 


— 5 0 3 2 


EQUESTRIANISM 

OLYMPIA: In te r r ationa l championships: 
Snowman Six Bar Stakes 1. Gondoso (H 
Simon, Austria); eotral 2. Sue Bayu (P 
Charles, Ire). Everest Rand (J Wtiakar, 
GB), Bpasja {W-J van der Sdrarw. Hoq 
ChnatmaaEve Fault and OutStakac 1. 
Everest My Meateu (M Whekar. GB) 
20pts. 45&l8eo; 2, Sprehe It’s Me [L 
awbeun. flol ffl 47.74see; 3, Mfchly 
Biua (R Smith GS) 20.4851. Grand Pita 1. 
Leroy Brawn (WJ van der Behans. Hoi) 
Ofta. 35J9secr. 2. Tees Hanaftr (R Smart. 
SB) 0. SMI: 3. Evmsi Waihsm (J 
\Wtakar, GB) 4. 3351: 4, Everest 
Showtime (N Steton, GB) 4,33 62 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

FA CARUNG PJS4IERSHIP: Manchester 
Ctfy 1 Nottingham Foma 1. 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP: Ftral round 
raptoy; Arbroath 0 Stenhrx£emrar 1. 

ICS LEAGUE First dMcion: Bojjwr tops 
3CheshamO. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
cMstort: Chelsea 2 Souhampton f; Oxford 
united t Bnsiot Rovers 3: Wimbledon l 
Crystal Palace i. Postponed: Bristol City v 
Queens Part Rangers League Cup: 
Ceidfl Cty 10 Cheltenham 2. 

POWT1NS LEAGUE Fkst dMaorr 
Liverpool 4 Brmiigham City 2. Wolva- 
hampton wanderers 0 Sheffield U rated 1. 
Second revision: Blackpool 0 Preston 0. 
iMM i Hrt 4 Mansflatf Town T. Post¬ 
poned: Barnsley v Port Vale. Third dhrtsion: 
Rochdale 5 Doncaster Rovers 0. 

SPRINGHEATH PRINT CAPITAL 
LEAGUE Reading 8 Wottng 0. Wehng 
United I Wtotanqtam T«m 0. Wycwnbe 
Wanderers 5 Suoon United 0 Postponed 
Suiior United v Layton Orient 

JEWSOM WESSEX LEAGUE : first tf- 
visian; Portsmouth RN t Baimemouh 0. 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: FA Premier 
Lesaje Undor-tg Trophy: inner London 4 
Mk&esex 2. St Clement Danes Unoer-is 
Trophy: inner London B 2 Mrddbses B 3. 

PA YOUTH CUP: Second round replay. 
Walsall 0 Ipswich Town 1. Third round: 
MlhvaB S Bamhgh a m City 2. 

BRAZUAN LEAGUE: Championship fired, 
second leg: Santos 1 Botatogo 1 (Bwaiogo 
won 3-2 on Beg) 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NIC): Montreal 3 
Hantora 2: New York Rangers 3 Wash¬ 
ington 0. Vancouver 4 Colorado 2. Edmon¬ 
ton 3 Ottawa i. 

MOSCOW: tzvestia Cup: Sweden 3 Can- 


FOOTBALL 
KJck-ott 7.90 unless stated 
Coca-Cola Cup 
Fourth round replays 
Birmingham v MJddtesbrougb 17.45) ... 

Bofion v Norwich (7-45) ... 

Endskaij^i Insurance League 
First division 

Southend v Port Vale (7.4S) . 

SpakfingCup 
Second round 

Gateshead vHaDtax (7 45)....... 

BEA2ER HOMES LEAGUE- Southern 
tfivtoon: Poole v Trowbridge. 

KXS LEAGUE: Second dMsfore Edgware w 
Doridrw Carton Cup: Second round: 
Epsom and Ewell v Lewes. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
dhiteton: toghton v Portsmouth (2.0); 
toswlch v Swhdon (at Bury St Edmunds FC); 
noon v Meal (2.0). Norwich v Chelae* 
Tottenrem v Charfion fat Si Abano FC) 
Second ctvision: Birmnghem v Bourn?- 
mouth f7.0l; Car rift v Tonjjay (ZXQ; 
Newport AFC v Swansea (7 4S). 

PONTMS CS4TRAL LEAGUE {7.0) Rrst 
dhMotE Btechtxsn v Mots County (at 
Preston North End); Bolton v Trarmera. 
Manchester Utd v Derby fa Day FC). 
Nottroham Fotert v West Bromwich: 
OKfram v Newcastle ft* SteMridoe FQ 
Second dvMorc Aston Vila w &*n&by. HrJ 
v Coventry: LeraeGtor v Bumtey; Surderiend 
V York. Postponed: HudkterefleM v 
Manchester Cty 

LEAGUE OF WALES CUP: Grrx*) one: 
Rrst rowxfc Porthrodoo » Cera® B»y 
(7.-15). Group fin: Ebbw rate v Ton Pertia. 
GREAT MILLS LEAGUE: Premier (fvHore 
TnrartanvCredDn 

CALDR COUNTY WTRW SHELD: SemW 
kiak GteMwn y Portadcmrt (at Moumeview 
Party. 


■ Ct -y iTiV* 


_ NETBALL _ 

NATIONAL LEAOJE Wyram 5l 
HrondBles 62. Haroome 44 Ketmscon 34. 
Lindan 51 Aqula 29. Hertford Hornets 61 
New Catitoeil 52 _ 

RACKETS 

QUEBTS CLUB: PitoSc schools chatnp- 
lonetvp: Seniors: Foster Cup: First round: 
N Bailey (Eton) bl R MacAndraw (Harrow) 
165.164.16P. F Rounani tMartwioogh) 
bl M Hardlnges (Malvern) 166 164.165. 
R Ptemer (LfafiByburyl bt B Dean (Rarfleyt 
615.168.1612.15-8. P Wigan (Eton) bt A 
Clowes (Wetaiflicn) 163. 1615 1610. 
1610: G SmttvBrntfiam (Bon) bl D Wl 
(Meivcm) 167. 167. 163: D Paimer- 
Tomtotscn (Eton) bt A Falconer (Malvern) 
11-15. 1611. 169. 1612 Ouanar-finat 
Beley bt Roumart 167.17-14.163. Colts: 
fricfedon-W&bbar Cup: SamMnals: A 
TKchermr-Barren (Kanow) bt M Famrioe 
(Haleybury) 162. 1611. 1616. 163. D 
Cherry (Tonbndge) bl O Broom (Radley) 6 
15. 15-4. 165. 13-16, 1612. Jurlcx Colts: 
Jim Dear Cup: Fnak J Parker (Tonbndge) 
bl E Cazalet (Bon) 165.160 

TABLE TENNIS 

TARNOBRZEG. Poland: European Wom¬ 
en's Club Cup at Champions: Qirariar- 
flnai: Cterch-Steria (Pol) OBR Grwe (Eng) 




Gierapa 2f-i4. ?i-i5 DquMme Lomas 
and Hoh to u and A Januszyfc 21-17.6-21. 


SKIING 



JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Fhst efi- 
viston: East Cortes v Aerostrucares. 
SCHOOLS MATCH: FA Premier League 
under-19 Trophy: Eseex v ilert t wde rtre (at 
Oebden. ijoT 

RUGBY UNION 
Kick-ctf 730 untuss stated 
CtS county champkrashp 
South 

Mlckflesex v Kars 

(al htoer Court. 7 45) . 

SwatocCup 
Fourth round 

Fthymney v Nelson (70) . 

Sftounder-21 
inter-cfistrict championship 
Ettoburgh DteMa v South ol Scotland 

(attturaytWd.eC). 

Nth and Mid Scotland v Scttosh Etfes 

(at MurrayfirtQ.. 

HART GILMORE FOUR COUNTIES 
CHAMPIONSHIP: Wtoraasterehro and 
HeretoRfehira v Graoer Bimnoham 
Woroasta). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Stones Championship 

CasUaford v St Helens. 

Sheffield v HaMax. 

Warrington v Bradtota.-. 

Second division 
Carlsle v Doncaster 

(at Catfete RU).-. 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: 7-Up Trophy: Sart-SnMs, 
8BC0nd legs P30|- Brt m tng h ajn v London. 
Sheffield v Worthing. 


Cup posSiara: Slalom: 1. Arreez 180pts, 2. 
Tomba 150:3.FdsCrtrevs (It) lit:equal4, 
M Tntscher (Austria). A fi*ktevc (Stovema) 
and F C Jaggs (Nor) 100 Ovatatk 1. L Kjus 
(NoO 640: zTMVon Gruaregen (Svrtz) 400. 
3, H Knaua (Austria! 359. 4, L AJphand (Ft) 
296; 5. F Nybarg <S*e) 281.6. Tontoa 256. 

SQUASH 

SUPER LEAGUE: Jtoi Hal Sports North¬ 
ern 1 Cannons CJUb 2 (Northern names 
hst: P Johnson tea to S Pari* 1613. 
10-15,2-15.7-15; A Gough tod to P Nichol 
14-15, 7-15. 615, N Taylor bl J Renrae 
1611.1615^168.1613) Oomora Valley 
Dragons 3 Bis Stockbrokers LingBaid 0 
(Dragons names first, M Calms bl S Meads 
1612. 163 13-15. 16-1. P Gregory bt A 
KirtdenO 1611.167.1611. C von der Alh 
bt T Gamer 1612.167. 14-15. 15-8) 


_ TENNIS _ 

CORBY: LTA Raabofc tour finals: Man: C 
WMnson (Hampshire) bt P Hard (Beak- 
shire) 62. 6-2 Women: N Egorova (Russ) 
bt J Lutruva (Russ) 4-6,62.64. 
MIDDLESEX UNJVBtSfTY: LTA wtnter 
aeries championship: RnafcE Mem D 
Gateroj (Hants) bt A Sharp (Surrey) SC, 
8-3.6-3. Women: N Bemeywcnh (Sussex) 
bt A Napier (Surrey) B-t, 6-0 
QUEEN'S CLU& Brttfeh Women's Tanrfis 
Association Christmas tournament: First 
round: J Lutrove (Russ) bt M Barren 
(WBsftte) 63, 61. S Turner (Sussex) U J 
White (Northarls) 63.63: K Scot (Doreet) 
bl A Barren {Wftsfirm 62. 61: J Dawson 
(Suseart bl H RWardson (Northares) 64, 
60; E Bond (Gtoucesjerahae) bt L Ogan 
(WarMctehue) 63. 61. F Haam (KMdle- 
sex) bt N Adame (Surrey) 61.62: l Wyan 
(Oxen) bt C Reel (Surrey) 62. 7-6. R 
Spencer (Dorset) bt Z Tuncfle (Ken) 6-4, 
61. A Sknptan (Leicestershire) bt C Wallace 
(Devon) 63,62. M Maa (Scot) bl S Durham 
(SussaJ 60, 61: H Crooh (Essex) bl L 
Com/orm (SUB3W 60. 64: S Lydon 
(Sonwvsat)« A Pumd (Wan*ictehref62 
61. L FleKhar (Durham and Cleveland) bt F 
Barrett (Witshre) 62.62; C Taylor lOxon) 
bt C Tee (Surrey/ 62. 61; T Catow 


bt C fee ISunevi 62. 61; T Catow 
flvWdtMex) bl K Weedcn (WrfWwe) 60. 
61: C Aldridge (Hants) bl L Moten (Kert) 
6a 64. 


THBffiS^TlMES 


RACING 

Commeotaiy 

Call 0891 500123 

Resales 

Call 0891100123 
FOOTBALL 

Repons and scores from 
(be Coca-Cola Cup 

Call 0839 555 562 

Reports and scores from the 
Endsfeigh Insurance League 

Call 0839 555 512 

CaOs cost 39p per min cheap rate, 
49p per mm at all otiier times 
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Simon Wilde on Test venues that suffer most from inclement weather 


English cricket 
commandinga 
place in the sun 


T he p3St few wet weeks in ■ 
South Africa may have 
been infuriating to 
cricketers and cricket-waich- 
ers alike, but they have at least 
succeeded in making the habit 
of staging the “summer game” 
in hopelessly inclement wea¬ 
ther look less peculiarly Eng¬ 
lish. That said, the historical 
evidence suggests that. 
pIuviaDy speaking, the worst 
may now be over on England’s 
tour. 

Jokes about cricket and the 
English weather are as old as 
the Fulls, but they are fast 
becoming inappropriate. 
While recent experience sug¬ 
gests that it never rains but it 
pours in countries such as 
South Africa, India and Sri 
Lanka. England has become 
one of the most reliable places 
in the world to watch Test 
cricket 

It has been three years and 
21 matches since an entire 
day's play was lost to rain in a 
Test match in England: in July 
1992. the second day of the 
third Test match with Paki¬ 
stan was lost at Old Traflbrd. 
On the other hand, in just the 
past three months overseas. 
Test matches between India 
and New Zealand in Madras 
and Cuttack have been ruined 
by heavy rain, as were En¬ 
gland's visits to Verwoerdburg 
and Durban, where the third. 
Test match went to a watery 
grave on Monday. 

Historically, southern Afri¬ 
ca remains the most reliable 
area in the world for uninter¬ 
rupted Test Cricket Even with 
the loss of six days’ play in the 
present Test series. 112 Test 
matches in South Africa have 
produced a total of only 11 
blank days, or just 0.098 days 
lost per Test, a smaller ratio 
than any other Test-playing 
country. 

Encouragingly, the venues 


for the two remaining Test 
matches on England's tour, in 
Port Elizabeth and Cape 
Towa are among the driest in 
the world. Port Elizabeth, 
where the fourth Test match 
starts on Boxing Day, has 
never lost a day’s play in 13 
Test matches, and Cape Town 
has had just one washout in 27 
Tests. The fifth Test begins 
there on January Z 
Zimbabwe has maintained 
the region's good record, hav¬ 
ing lost only one day to rain in 


The wettest Test venues 


cty 

Days Tests Days loer 

lost 


per Test 

1 Georgetown 

2 Manchester 

12 

28 

23 

62 

0521 

0.451 

3 CWstchuch 

11 

34 

0323 

4 Dkiban 

8 

27 

0296 

5 WeCndon 

7 

30 

0233 

6 Madras 

7 

31 

0225 

7 Sydney 

18 

82 

0219 

8 Delhi 

S 

23 

0217 

0 Leeds 

12 

57 

0210 

10 Nctonghan 

9 

43 

0209 


The driest 
cay 


3 PtBeatwh 

4 Porto!Spain 

5 Bombay 
8 Karachi 

7 Cape Tow 

8 AdaUcto 

9 Johannesburg 

10 Colombo 
Ffeisaiabed 


Days Tests Days tost 
lost par Teat 
0 31 — 

0 23 — 

0 13 — 

1 47 0.021 

1 33 QffiW 

1 32 0.031 

f 27 0.037 

2 S3 0 037 

2 44 0.045 

1 IT 0.058 

1 17 0058 


tea matches since it was 
elevated to Test status in 1991 

Pakis tan and Australia are 
the next best places to watch 
Test cricket Sydney's record is 
poor and Australia’s overall 
position owes much to Perth 
never having lost a day’s play 
in 23 Tests and Adelaide 
having experienced only two 
in 53. 

England's reputation for 
wetness was once well de¬ 
served. For generations. 
Manchester could almost 
guarantee to produce rain on 


tile occasion of the Old 
Trafford Test, but, since 1980, 
first Leeds and then Lord’!; 
took over as the main water 
supplier at Tests hi this coun¬ 
try. Birmingham has by some 
margin the best record: only 
three washed-out days in 31 
matches. 

One of the reasons for 
England's improved record is 
tiie advances made in ground¬ 
covering equipment, such as 
the innovative “Brumbreila’’ 
at Edgbaston. With a large 
and busy professional circuit 
to support, many. English 
county grounds have sophisti¬ 
cated machinery to cope with 
heavy rainfalls. 

Other countries are not so 
well placed. Two years ago, Sri 
Lanka, who have fewer re¬ 
sources and are often expected 
to stage matches to fit around 
die domestic seasons of more 
senior nations, put cm a Test 
match in Kandy during die 
rainy season, with die predict¬ 
able result that only 12 overs 
were possible in five days. 
Such a fiasco has helped make 
Sri Lanka, with nine days lost 
in 27 Tests, the wettest country 
for Test cricket, followed by 
New Zealand and England. 

West Indian Test grounds 
are curiously divided- George¬ 
town and Kingston are among 
the worst-hit venues. Bridge¬ 
town and Port of Spain among 
die best Indeed, in weather 
toms, Barbados is the best 
place in the world to watch 
Test cricket, having not lost a 
day to rain in 31 matches. 

Perhaps the least wise place 
to watch Test cricket is Dun¬ 
edin. New Zealand, the most 
southerly of all die grounds to 
have staged Test cricket It has 
lost eight days in nine match¬ 
es, including all five when 
Pakistan paid a visit in 1989. 

Leading article, page 17 


Montgomerie wins award 

By John Hopkins, golf correspondent 


COLIN MONTGOMERIE 
has been named the Johnnie 
Walker golfer of the year For 
1995. Montgomerie. 32, had 
such a remarkable year, that 
was capped when he made 
sure of winning the order of 
merit for the third time in a 
row, that only one golfer 
mounted a serious challenge 
to the big Soot for this etid-of- 
year honour. 

That golfer was Sam Tor¬ 
rance, who played die golf of 
his life in 1995, giving new 
hope to the over-40s. Tor¬ 
rance, 42, was married at the 
beginning of the year and then 


won three of the 26 events in 
which he competed on the 
European Tour. Wherever 
you looked in Europe last 
season, either Montgomerie 
or Torrance was at the head of 
the field. 

Montgomerie, who was 
runner-up in the US PGA 
championship, had a stroke 
average of 69.70 for the 20 
events in Europe in which he 
played, fractionally better 
than Torrance’s 70.28 from 26 
events. Montgomerie had 302 
birdies in his 73 rounds and 
was 146 under par. while 
Torrance was J32 under par. 


A significant tribute paid to 
Montgomerie is all the more 
meaningful because it was 
made by Johnny Miller, the 
American golfer. “He is as 
good a ball-striker as Greg 
Norman, which is saying a 
lot,” Miller said. “It is almost 
uncanny how well Colin hits 
the ball with a big, loose Payne 
Stewart-type swing and that 
wrist action. I don’t think 
Odin has a due how he does it 
— but that doesn’t matter. He 
does it” 

Montgomerie needs to win 
a major championship to con¬ 
firm his place among the very 
best: and he still has to work 
on his behaviour. An outburst 
in tiie recent world champion¬ 
ship in Jamaica was inexcus¬ 
able. It was. though, about his 
only mistake in 1995. 


mws* 




Dear Mary, 

Woks up'sleep skate¬ 
boarding'. Ludtify I hod my 
portable TV. with me so 
I didn't trass Moriah Cany 
and her g or ge o us corfy 
hear. Anyway, her lovely 
hit pop record 'Without Ybu' 
steamed out of the mini 
speakers and I almost went 
straight into the bade of a 
lamp-post. Almost. 

It remmded roe of school 
But I can't think why. 


Montgomerie: top honour 




Despite die heavy rain that plagued Durban during England’s stay. Test cricket in 
South Africa has been less disrupted by the elements than in most other countries 


West Indies 
slide to 
third defeat 

AUSTRALIA dealt a further 
blow to West Indies' morale 
yesterday by inflicting their 
third successive defeat in the 
World Series limited-overs 
competition at the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 

Australia won by 24 runs 
despite a vastly improved 
performance by West Indies. 
In reply to Australia’s 249 for 
six from their 50 overs, West 
Indies subsided to 225 all out 
in 49.1 overs. 

John Emburey. 43, will 
undertake twdftiwnan duties 
when England A play Paki¬ 
stan A in tiie third and final 
one-day international at the 
new Shekhupura Stadium 
today. 

With the tour party down to 
1] fit players, Emburey. the 
manager, is forced to don his 
whites once again as England 
A look to complete a 34) 
whitewash in the one-day 
matches. 

England A are without the 
services of four players from 
their original party of 15. 
Jason G alii an has been draft¬ 
ed into the full England squad 
in South Africa, Jason Pootey 
has a damaged elbow and lan 
Salisbury and Shaun Udal 
have returned home for per¬ 
sonal reasons. 

Scoreboard, page 37 


Van der S chans adds 
fine finishing touch 


By Jenny MacArthur 


THE Olympia show jumping 
champio nships - that ended on 
Monday night with Wout-Jan 
van der Schans’s surprise win 
on Leroy Brown in the Grand 
Prix, were the most successful 
in the 23-year history of the 
show. A record audience of 
65.000 attended and the quali¬ 
ty of jumping was higher than 
in any previous year. 

Simon Brooks-Ward, the 
equestrian director and son of 
Raymond Brooks-Ward. the 
show's founder, was delighted 
at the outcome. “It's difficult to 
know where to go from here," 
he said. “It'S just a great 
shame for the sport that the 
BBC decided not to televise the 
show in such a spectacular 
year." 

The presence of the world's 
14 top-ranked riders, led by 
Ludger Beerbaum, of Ger¬ 
many, the Olympic champion, 
had promised a high stan¬ 
dard. but few could have 
predicted the consistency of 
the jumping that unfolded 
nightly. Beerbaum *s 0.01 sec¬ 
ond victory over Nidi Skelton, 
of Great Britain, on Dollar 
Girl in the Volvo World Cup 
qualifier was one of the week’s 
highlights. 

Ironically, in die P&O 
European Ferries Grand Prix 
on Monday, the richest event 
of the week, the leading riders 


had to concede victory to van 
der Schans. the former Dutch 
three-day-eventer who is 
ranked No 76 in the world. 
Van der Schans. whose previ¬ 
ous best wins were in the 
Helsinki World Cup qualifiers 
of 1986 and 1989. was drawn 
first in the nine-horse jump- 
off. Leroy Brown, his powerful 
Oldenburg gelding, jumped 
faultlessly round, but his 
time of 35.89sec looked 
vulnerable. 

Nick Skelton, on Everest 
Showtime, was up on the 
Dutchman’s time. but. risking 
all. incurred four faults at die 
penultimate fence. John 
Whitaker, on Everest 
Weiham. and Franke Sloot- 
haak. the world champion, on 
San Patrignano Wefhahvq, 
were both comfortably inside 
van der Schans’s time, but 
dipped the last fence. 

It was to prove an expensive 
fence for Skelton and 
Sloothaak. Apart from the 
£16.000 first prize at stake, the 
riders were the only contend¬ 
ers left in the Champagne 
Challenge, in which Taittinger 
offered to give the weight of 
the rider : and his horse in 
champagne if they won the 
Grand Prix and had also 
finished in the top five of the 
World Cup qualifier. Thirty 
cases had; been set aside. 


Answers from page 37 
EBENEZER 

(c) H ebrew for "stone of help", the name of a stone raised by Samuel to 
oomroeraoraie the defeat of the Philistiires, I Samuel viL It was adopted as 
a Christian name by I7ib-century Puritans. s 

JEMIMA i 

(a) The Hebrew for a dove. Jemima was one of the three daughters of Job, 
the others bring Kedah and Kercnhappuch. AH three were used, but not 
often, in the 17ih century fay Puritans. 

CORNELIUS 

(b) The name of a famous Roman gens, possibly derived from cornu, a 
bom. It was the name of the devout centurion converted by Peter iiActsx. 
and later of a third-century martyred pope whose relics were taken to 
Gompttgne and later to Rosnay in Flanders, whewe the name became 
common in the Low Countries. 

WENDY 

(b) First used by J. M. Barrie in his play Peter Pan (1904). and frequently 
used since then as a Christian name. The origin of (he name was 
hypocoristic (a pet-name) for Barrie himself, evolved by W. E. Henley's 
little daughter Margaret “Friendly" became “Friendly-wendy". and 
eventually "Wendy". 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

1. QeS Rxd6 (or 17 caves inwiih disastrous consequences); 2, QgS+ Kh5; 3, 
Qxf7* Kg5; 4. h4+ Kg4; 5,0 checkmate. 


AKOM LTD IS NOW OFFERING READERS OF THE TIMES FREE DELIVERY 
OF THE HEMS LISTED BELOW AT STANDARD RETAIL PRICE - OFFER 
APPLIES TO THE UNITED KINGDOM ONLY. 







Depth 

L l °"J 


Conditions Runs to 
Piste Oftfp resort 


Weather 
(5pm) Last 
°C enow 


ANDORRA 

Sokleu 30 100 good varied fair line 1 16/12 

(Wonderful skBng on empty pistes: 13 o! 21 Sits open) 

AUSTRIA 

Mayrtiofen 5 30 good varied dosed tog -4 IB/12 

(Good skiing generally; snow machines lopping op) 

St Anton 15 120 good powder fair Fine -4 18/12 

{(Sorkxjs December sting with fresh powder) 

Schtedming 40 60 good varied good doud 2 18/12 

(Good skting on empty pistes; 50 per cent of Mis open) 

SOI 20 50 good varied dosed doud 0 18/12 

(Condtttans good overall with some powder avataWq? 

FRANCE 

AlpetfHuez 40 100 good varied fair fine -6 17/12 

(Good uncfOwded sting; odd rocky/grassy patch) 

Avoriaz 35 65 good varied tar' sin -2 16/12 

(Mostly good but sane runs wearing; ii ol 49 Bfts open) 
CChwaSer 30 100 good varied art sun -2 17/12 

fSkSng good on empty pistes; more ms now opening) 

Ttgnes 15 TOO good varied ait fine -1 18/12 

(5teng t restricted to Grande Molte; good though) 

Val d'ls&e 15 100 fair varied art sun -2 18/12 

{Open ptefes OK but wearing sffgWfy) 

ITALY 

Cervinia 30 250 good varied lair sun -7 18/12 

(More tilts and runs Open because ot recent new sno*) 

SWITZERLAND 

C Montana 5 ’ 50 lair poor closed sin -3 18/12 

{Dusting of new snow buf sting stifi BmitecQ 
Munen 20 80 good powder dosed fra -3 18/12 

(Improved conditions w#> recent new snow; more forecast) 

Verbier 20 100 good varied dosed fine 4 18/12 

(Good sting glacier, Attalas, Rutnefles endLacdes Vaux) 

Wengen 20 30 good powder far fine 0 18/12 

(Snap condftfone generally good; nine of 23 &ts open/ 


Where made 


lame Hiing. 


THE TIMES GUIDESrTo The Middle East To The Single European Market E8.99 
each; To The Peoples d Europe thb) £15.99. To The New Brijisti Stale (hbl 06.99. Tb 
The European Partiament—June 1994 (hb) OS. THE TIMES GOOD UNIVERSITY 
GUIDE 1995-10% tab) £8.99. 

THE TIMES MAPS ifoMed): The World 48W7 £4.99. Ireland ttx3T £4.99. British 
Isles J3Bff £4.99. Abo: The Hmea Illustrated Worid History (hb) £25, (pb] £12.99. 
NEW! The Times nhstra&d History erf Europe £25. The Times 1000 1996 £35. The 
Times Night Sky 1996 £350. Hie Tunes Map of Canada £4.99. 

Send cheques with order payable to Akm Lid. 5t Manor Lane, London. SEI3 SQW. 
Ddtvtry up to right days. Tefc Otai-852 4575 p-lhrs). No credit cards. 


Source: SH Ctub of Great Britan. L - tower slopes; U - upper at - artificial. 


Night Waves in Las \egu.'Rodio 3, J0.4Spm- - .. ^ 

fir* a railroad junction, then a masters’' pfeTOndp.-ttai^- 
gambler s' Mecca. Therearestffl ^ 

and regurgiia&ng .doflara-m.Las Veg«jbjtiMw 
pnrerfain ment. OtB&pkx, -tOO, -vtittrejrckfe- Tyjj? 

titttife rfwbichtbe worid—or aikaS refffte-jgfri 


ships wage a battle in alales a smteBan-ooratf 

stomaA: a tr opical rainforest is .the way. into a -hofe j ^ 
siotn^u a u nrywfncer AntfiOnv Densekw . 3 


Points of Departure- Rodfo.4,7^pm. 

1 can recommend tills without-having brand it 


UK DDL. WILLI uminmiii.m.-w --. • - ' / ' 

induded Europe. India and - best of all, m 
!nl99J. he was awarded the James CamerOT.Prtte.TtHii^ 
focuses on the time he covered foe Hungar iM u pr^ng 
Panorama. Michael Peacock, then mjelttmindingjeierafltfS 
“window <mi tiie world", says that .Wheeler is a crusade - ior foe 
betterment of the human condition". Pder EfaTafle 
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12415am After Hows 2J0S Up Afl 


TALK RADIO 


OJOnra Sandy War 7.00 Srntn Bates 
IOjOO Jonathan Kng 12.00 Tommy 
Boyd 240pm Anna Raeburn 4.00 Scott 
Chtehobn and. Lomt Tuner 7j00 Sean 
Boigor (LOO Moz Dee 1000 James 
WhatalOMOOaralenOofirtt - 


GOOamOn Air. Borodto (String 
Quartet No 2 in D}; Strauss 
(Oboe Concerto): 7J0SPwxff. 
Portfolio: a sstection of 
songs; 7.21 Pachelbel (Rartie 
a 4 In Gh BdJakrev (Isfamey);., 
LAum (Diversions for string * 
orche st ra ) ; Beethoven •' 
(Variations on Bel MSanem, 
welche Uebe tQhbny. DvoHk - 
(Czech Suite) 

9JM Marring Co lection with 
Paid GambaccM. Rave), arr 
Sacflo (Suite, Mother Goose); 
Anon (Blessed Be Thou. 

Queen of Heaven); Darain 
(Adam was a Poor Man); 
Beethoven (Cetio Sonata In A, 

1CLOO SUL Encounters ' 

Hummel (Trumpet Concerto 
in B fiat); 1020A selection of 
carols: VL3D Artist of the ' 
Week: Martin Roscoe, piano. 


(Mazurkas. Op 50. erooarptsj; 
10-40 Jarfafiek (Suits for 
strings); Hummel (Mess in E 
flat) 

1240 Composer at lha Week: 

Zetenka (Trio Sonata No 6 fai 
C minor); Antonio Lotti (La 
Vita Coduca): Zetenka 
(Stoforva a 8 in A minor) 

. itoOpoi Viola and Plano. Philip 
Dukes, viola, and Sophia 
Rahman, piano, perform 
Schumann (Adagio end 
ABegro in A fiat); Henze 
(Sonata); Brahms (Sonata In 
Etia Win 

2.00 Fairest Isle: Britten's Radio 
Mute. In the final 
programme, PaulHindmarah 
introduces Occasional 
Overture, the music that 
opened the BBC’s Third 
Programme on September 
29,1946. followed by the tram 


SS§iSi 


VIRGIN RADIO 


fl.00arii ■ Ftoas 'V- ■ Jono's Breakfast 
Experience 9JM Richard StOmer.lZBO 
Graham Dene 400pm Nicky Home 
7 Jo Paul Coyte 10:00 Mark Fewest 
2JMMJMMI Robin Berts' 


. of Britten's radio anfootogies. 
- ^ -Tte Worid of JbeSpiA- 
■ SOD ttdmek Choice: .Ihductig 
Rubfristein {Staxato Etude): 

AW Cftoriti Y-J w tmo rig. live from 
V* .'A. sGaWotdCathedral '• 
£00 The Music Machine. Guests 
Include Ihe-soprano Susan 
Buticdt and.PautGamtnodni 
,5.15lnTune. presented by- -. - 
Jeremy NSdioJas 
6 j 00 BBC Rush Hour Concert, 
live from the Mgmore HaU. 
London. The Sixteen under 
Heny Christophers, wth-- ’ 
ftobln Jeffrey, fota, performs 
Anon (The Saiutation Carol; 

. Sweet was the Song; Quern 
pastures faudaveret; The Old 
Year Now P&ssedAway, - 
. Greensieeres); Poulenc (Un 
aofr de neige); Britten (Hymn 
- to the Virgin; A Shepherd's 
Caret The HoSy and the Ivy); 
Poulenc (Quefre motets pour 
im temps de NoflQ; Bennett 
(Nowell, nowefl tftfings true, 
SaWationCarol); Brtten 
. (Sweet was thesong); Ridout 
rWhat ChOri ■nlhict? 


(What Chfldis This? . 
Greensleevea) 

7joo Fairest We: A Hotel 

Evening. Pieira.Burtpn-Page 
- explores (he Be and muse of 
. Gustav Holst Among the 
contributors are composer ' 
Cofti Matihews. conductors 
Ktay DavanWettdri and 
Vernon Handley. Hoist 


biographer Mknaal Short and 
Hoist scholars Richard 
Greene, Raymond Head and. 
LowhgarMaddison.. 

10.45 WghtWawss tn Las Vegas. 
SeeChoice 

11.30-12L30am Voices. Iasi 
Bcmsicfo takes aefifferent 
look at Christmas 


ii. t-i'.’. VJf •' 
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1130 Paris, 


Pii p 


Wengen 


1. FM 97A89A RADIO 2. FM fflJ), 

TQ 5 UVE. MAMS3. 909. WORLD WlO. MW 

CLASSIC FM. FM 100-102. 

225* *52L 1 '!E 12la TALK RA«0 UK. MW 1053, lOOSTeMftiwr^ 
and ra dio IfaMngs compiled fry Paler Dw, (HBSm Mnanri." 
Rosemary Smith and Susan Thorneon 















































































































































Arturo, Pete, Dud and the bare-faced lyres 


T ragedy is reaching operatic 
proportions in EastEnders 
(BBC!). In feet the whole 
thing could transfer to Covent 
Garden and bridge the dass gap 
between cultures at a single stroke. 
At the market stall, young Marco 
caresses bis apples and sings a 
lament for his persecuted father; 
indoors Polina delivers an aria of 
unbearable poignancy with her 
hands in her cardigan pockets. 
And in his friendless cell an 
innocent old man with a look of 
confusion and defeat reads a 
Christmas card, with big tears 
rolling down. He howls in anguish 
and. as his voice rises, it is 
matched by a crescendo in the 
brass. The audience gasps, the 
curtain falls, applause. As every¬ 
one queues up. murmuring, for a 
smoked salmon sandwich, they 
agree that this Tribulatori di 
Arturo (trans: Arthur Loses his 
Marble s) is the finest thing on the 
stage in years. 


While everyone in the real world 
is praying for Christmas not 10 
happen (something will awn it, 
sure(y?J. in Albert Square they are 
laying foundations for a real 
humdinger. The most difficult 
thing for a soap opera to handle is 
mental illness, yet two (or possibly 
three) stories in EastEnders now 
turn on nutcases. Frank Butcher 
(Mike Reid) is scheduled to reap¬ 
pear on Christmas Day, and has 
had the biggest insanity build-up 
since Ophelia described the condi¬ 
tion of Hamlet with his wotsits all 
ungyved. "Frank is still very 
fragile," his psychiatric social 
worker told Pat last night, and 
then went on to talk about impul¬ 
sive behaviour and false ideas. Oh 
lumme. Frank used to be the single 
reliable source of jokes, too. 

Meanwhile the new mystery 
man on the Square (Felix, played 
by Harry Landis) was last night 
left weeping on the cellar Door of 
his barber shop, after a mix-up 


and scuffle brought his throat into 
contact with Grant Mitchell's fist. 
Whenever people say “You don't 
watch EastEnders. do you? It's ail 
gloom and doom!" I hotly deny it. 
No. the EastEnders people are 
going for full-blown tragedy here. 
They have noticed that at the 
heart-breaking climax to Arthur 
Miller's Death of a Salesman. 
Willy Loman plants carrots and 
beet in his garden. So at writing 
time Arthur (Arturo) suddenly 
bursts out "I've got to get the broad 
beans started!" And at the end of 
the episode, for the first rime in 
EastEnders history. Polinas 
words of concern are heard above 
a silent image of Arturo, weeping 
for all he’s worth. 


W hether soap opera can 
deliver catharsis is an 
interesting point Since it 
never actually stops, the catharsis 
of leaving the theatre and getting a 
couple of big drinks is not avail- 



mm t 

Lynne 

Truss 


able to its audience. On the other 
hand, you can always stay tuned 
and watch something else. Last 
night's light relief was a compe¬ 
tently made Omnibus (BBC!) on 
the life of Peter Cook. If people 
come up to you today saying in a 
funny voioe "I’ve got a viper in this 
box" you will understand why. 

The story that emerged was 
pretty familiar to anyone who read 
Peter Cook’s informed obituaries 


— the wasted talent, the indul¬ 
gence, the boredom, the need to get 
laughs constantly. But along the 
way, this Omnibus brought inci¬ 
dental surprises. In 1975. Cook 
appeared with Dudley Moore on 
Mavis Nicholson’s afternoon chat- 
show. and they bickered publicly 
on a sofa about Peters drink 
problem. Such a revealing conver¬ 
sation would never occur on a 
public sofa these days. Meanwhile 
his old buddies and cronies offered 
their considered, articulate views 
of his character. What a dreadful 
posthumous fate awaits ail ac¬ 
quaintances of Jonathan Miller. 

Peter Cook’s only stated regret 
was that he once saved David 
Frost from drowning. Aside from 
this strange and awful lapse, he 
had much to be proud of. “What 
could be worse than achieving 
one’s potential?" he yelled, gesticu¬ 
lating wildly at a Pebble Mill 
presenter in his last ever interview. 
He looked puffy and uncontrolled. 


and it was not the best way to 
remember him. Cook was an 
incredibly funny man. whose sur¬ 
real ideas have influenced most 
comedians in this country. Even 
when calling late-night phone-ins. 
his timing was masterly. Dudley 
Moore was privileged to corpse 
into a sandwich at ms side. 

P ete and Dud once did a 
sketch about Heaven. 
Dressed in white raincoats, 
white flat caps and white mufflers, 
they looked at the lyres in their 
hands and appeared initially con¬ 
fused. “Is this heaven. Pete?" Pete 
looked around with increasing 
alarm. “Bloody EU,“ he replied. 
Soon, however, they were saying 
how boring it was, faring eternity 
with just a small harp for com¬ 
pany. “Here today, here tomor¬ 
row." averted Pete, flatly. “That's 
the saying in angelic circles." 

The great achievement of last 
night's Network First (ITV) was 


that by spending a foil hour on 
first-hand experience of angels, it 
brought all that transcendent bore¬ 
dom right into one's own life. 
Entertaining Angels Unawares 
could have asked why, suddenly, 
people are talking about angels. In 
America, apparently. 69 per cent of 
people believe in angels, and 32 per 
cent reckon they've met one. By 
extrapolation, this means that 81 
million Americans vacuum swan 
feathers and twinkly dust off the 
carpet and think nothing of iL 
But instead of treating this 
nonsense with the contempr it 
deserved. Entertaining Angels 
Unawares produced an endless 
succession of testimonies, condu¬ 
cive to the wrong son of intima¬ 
tions of immortality. But I did have 
a thought- Perhaps an angel could 
appear to Arturo on Christmas 
Day? Taking his hand, he could 
lead Arturo towards a heavenly 
light! Good grief, you don’t think 
I’ve guessed it, do you? Bloody Ell. 


CHOICE 


CARLTON 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00am Business Breakfast (50310) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (47690223) 

9.10 KDroy (s) (4522653) 

10.00 News (Ceefax) regional news and waaiher 

(9710579) 

10.05 Can’t Cook, Won’t Cook (s) (5736710) 

1030 Good Morning with Anne and Nick (s) (36662) 
12.00 Nears (Ceefax) regional nevus and weather 

(8310001) 

12.05pm Pebbte Mitt David Attenborough Special (r) 

(s) (5566933) 

12.50 Regional News and weather (64412778) 

1-00 One O’clock News (Ceefax) (39778) 

1.30 Neighbours (Ceefax) (s) (96955827) 1.50 

Hawkeys (8361925) 2-35 Hobday (r) (Ceefax) (s) 
(5319136) 3.05 Timekeepers (s) (6542556) 

3.30 Ants In Your Pants (s) (9968136) 330 
Chuckle Vision fs) (9948372) 4.10 Get Your Own 
Bock (Ceefax) (s) (1673662) 4J3S The Queen's 
Nose (Ceefax) (s) (1944391) 

5-OONewsround (Ceelax) (3385198) 

5.10 Blue Peter (Ceefax) (s) (8743827) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) (Ceefax) (a) (419846) NORTHERN 
IRELAND: 5.35 inside Ulster 
6JJ0 She O’Cloek News (Ceefax) and weather (575) 

630 Regional News magazines (827) NORTHERN 
IRELAND: 630 Neighbours 6 JSS On the Way to 
BetWehem 6.58 Inside Ulster News 
7.00 This Is Your Life (Ceefax) (s) (9020) 

7.30 Here and Now. Presented by Sue Lawfey (339) 
8.00 Paul Daniels' Secrets. (Ceefax) (s) (740646) 

IL50 Points of View (895223) 

9.00 Nine O'clock News (Ceefax) regional news and 
weather (7643) 



7.00am Breakfast News (Signing) (9831136) 

7.15 Lassie (r) (2533952) 7.40 Afoert the 51h 
Musketeer (r). (Ceefax) (7455594) 8.05 Take Two 
(r). (Ceefax) (s) (2823469) 

AL35 The Record. Yesterday In Parliament (s) (7256575) 
9.00 Harder than Everest An Austra¬ 
lian/American expedition to climb Gasherboim IV (r) 
(3033556) 9.50 Prue Leith’s Tricks of the Trade 
(r) (3814488) 10.00 Pfaydays (s) (1183551) 

10.25 FILM: Meet John Doe (1941, b/w) starring Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck (52003020) 
12.30pm Making Candles (r) (65556) 1.00 Melvin and 
Maureen's Musfoo-Grams (r) (s) (48671662) 
1.15 Movie Magic (r) (44248759) 1.40 Turning 
Points (73909407) 1-45 Even More of Glynn 
Christian’s Entertaining Microwave (15227662) 
ZOO Understanding Cats {60136310] 2.15 
Expedition Kingfisher. Wfldtite documentary 
(1587402) 

3.00 News (Ceefax). regional news and weather 
(, 8373643 ) 3.05 Westminster ( 2508136) 335 
News (Ceefax) and weather (9322759) 

440 Today’s the Day (s) (440) 440 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (952) 540 The Oprah Winfrey Show. 
(Ceefax) (s) (5026488) S. 40 Miss-Takes (r) 
(400223) 

640 Star Trek: The Next Generation. (Ceefax) (s) 
(304372) 

GAS Buck Rogers In the 25th Century (r) (999759) 
740 Top Gear M o t o report's Review of the Year from 
the Grosvenor House Hotel in London. (Ceefax) (s) 
(681) 

840 Slice of Life. British food over the past 50 years. 
(Ceefax) (6310). 

840University Challenge chaired by Jeremy Paxman 
An afl-wnmen team representing the Open 
University meet an all-male learn from Newcastle 
University. (Ceefax) (s) (2117) 

9.00 HrefcWrtpl Modem Times: Man Seeks Woman. 

Esffigga (Ceefax) (s) (494681) 

930 Court In the Act (r]. (Ceefax) (s) (267353) I 


Modern Tiroes: Man Seeks Woman 

BBC2 , 9.00pm 

Taking its cue from the fact that [here are a million 
more single men than women in Britain today. 
Susanna White's film mines the rich emotional vein of 
the lonely hearts mlumn and profiles three unattached 
males wno would prefer not to stay that way. The dm 
is a lad whom Harry Enfield would be hard put to 
caricature. He is a dou bie-giazer who drives flash cars, 
calls himself the Italian Stallion, and owns a crocodile 
G-string. The second is “no oil painting", drives a 
Reliant Robin and lives with his parents in a caravan. 
The third is a reasonable chap who just wants a 
mother for his two children. The men are articulate, 
the dates doomed and the programme full of pathos. 



6.00am GMTV (8378372) 945 The New Adventures of 
He-Man (r) (8465020) 940 Batman — The 
Animated Series (S) (1053198) 1040 UN News 
headlines (Teletext) (7815943) 

1040 FILM: Christmas on Division Street (1991) A 
youth befriends a homeless man. Directed by 
George Kaczender (96939372) 

1240pm London Today (Teletext) (8316285) 

1240 fTN Lunchtime News (Teletext) and weather 
(2174223) 1245 Home and Away (Teletext) 
(2159914) 145 Coronation Street (r) (Teletext) 
(44255049) 1.55 Shortland Street (96976310') 
240 Behind the Palace Walls. Royal Marriages 
(r) (s) (18824391) 2.50 Material World (5302846) 
340 fTN News headlines (Teletext) (8680933) 345 
London Today (Teletext) (8889204) 

340 FILM: The Death of the Incredible Hulk (1990) 
starring and directed by Biff Bixby (400371) 

5.10 After 5 with Caron Keating. And Lenny Kravitz 
(2261204) 

5.40 TTN Earty Evening News (750730) 

545 Your Shout Viewers' opinions (680488) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (Teletext) (643) 

640 London Tonight (Teletext) (223) 

7.00 Wheel of Fortune. Gams show introduced by 
Nicky Campbell (s) (1488) 

7.30 Coronation Street Des has some explaining to do 
when Jim finds out Liz has been sacked (Teletext) 
(407) 


Ray Davies, maverick pop Icon (BBC2,1140pm) 


I'm Not like Everybody Else: The World of Ray 
Davies and the Kinks 
BBC2,1120pm 

Ray Davies is responsible for some of the most 
enduring and quintessentially English pop songs ever 
written. He is the creative spirit behind Waterloo 
Sunset, Autumn Almanac. Lola and a host of other 
hits that encapsulate suburban life. Vanessa Engle's 
film is a brave attempt to pin that spirit down ana she 
nearly gets away with iL Obsessively introspective and 
by nature a private man, Davies opens up about his 
music and his personality. He is not as forthcoming 
about other subjects. The sibling tension with Dave, 
the doldrums of the 1980s. the sexuality and the solo 
career are either ignored or sidestepped^ Archive dips, 
excerpts from a recent solo acoustic gig and comments 
from the band give the tale added perspective. 

Do Vampire Bats Have Friends* 

Channel 4,9.00pm 

Yes. they do. They share food with other nan-related 
individuals and therefore display altruism. But is this 
evidence of consciousness? Christopher Sykes’s film 
addresses the emotive issue of whether animals 
possess consciousness as we know it or if they are 
merely soft automata — robots programmed to act by 
stored memory. There is fascinating footage of tests 
science has devised to show the extent of the animals' 
cognitive behaviour. But conclusive proof eludes the 
boffins. What is consciousness anyway? Is it self- 
awareness, the knowledge of one’s own mortality or 
theprocess of logical thought? As one expert saysjt is 
difficult enough to know what goes on in a human 
mind let alone that of animals. 

Britannia 
BBCl, 930pm 

After 42 years of service the Royal Yacht Britannia is 
reaching die end of her seagoing life. It has been the 
Queen's floating palace and symbol of British 
grandeur since 1953 but is now regarded more as a 
museum piece. Filming during the Queen’s state visit 
to South Africa in Marat this year, the makers were 
allowed access to every comer of the yacht from the 
steam-driven engine rooms to the state apartments. As 
the crew pad about in plimsolls to keep down the noise 
and preserve the wood flooring, the accent is on the 
endless preparations that go to making the stately ship 
fit for a Queen. The tone of the film is reverential, as if 
wishing to preserve the mystique of the vessel for 
future generations. Frances lass 


Else: Hie World of Ray 


BaHnd the scenes on the Royal Yacht (940pm) 

3-30 BM E BCi Britannia, a look at the Royal Yacht (s) 
—TO— I (17049) 

1040FILM: Cany On Matron (1972) Another in ttiB 
Cany On Christmas season, starring Sid James, 
Kenneth WWams. Flattie Jacques. Charles HaMiey. 
Barbara Windsor, and Terry Scott. Sid James stars 
os a small-time crook planning to steal 
contraceptive pflte from a maternity hospital. He 
enfcts the help of his son Cyril (Kenneth Cope) to 
ioNtrata the hospital disguised as a muse to get a 
plan of the place. Directed by Gerald Thomas 
(3579662) WALES: 1040 The Dragon Writes Back 
(258407) 1040 Film: Cany On Matron (7496594) 
1245am Film: The Ctxse of Frankenstein 
(2011402) 145-140 News headlines and weather 
(2678792) 

1145 FILM: The Curse of Frankenstein (1957) with 
Peter Cushing and Christopher Lee. Baron Victor 
Frankenstein Is condemned to death for a series ol 
murders and tries to convince his friers that the 
crimes were committed by Hie creature he keeps in 
his laboratory. Directed by Terence Fisher (745223) 

1. 15am Weather (2689808) NORTHERN IRELAND: 
1.15am On the Way to Bethlehem 1.18-140 Inside 
Ulster News 


VARIATIONS 



The comic art of Queen Victoria (10.00pm) 

10.00 Victoria Wood As Seen On TV. (r) (Ceefax) 
(40759) 

1040 Ne w sn l g h t with Jeremy Paxman. (Ceefax) 
(588020) 1 1.15 Weather (297556) 

n.2053jg55r5 Fm Not Like Everybody Else — The 
flgftga a S l World of Ray Davies and the Kinks. 

• (s) (842865) 

1240 FILM: Tracks (1977) starring Dennis Hopper. A 
Vietnam War veteran escorts his dead comrade 
across the courtly. Dkacted by Henry Jagtom. 
(Ceefax) (628792). Ends at 240am 


VMeoPlus + and the Video PtusCodas 

The fumbere nwo to each TV programme Bsmg are Video PU*todo“ 
lurCera, «Hch eiov you ID proffimme yow vkmo roemte ndartly ««h 
aVtdeoftj*4“hordBW VfcteePUs+caibeumdwdrmnsitidBos tap in 
me Video PtoOoda V* program™ pxi to record. For mow 
deals cal VdecPta on oks ©12W (cals cos creep rate, 

48ptoto m Other times) s write b WdaoPhs*. Aeomw Lid. 5 hwy Hwr». 
PtertatonWhart. London SWtl 3TK Vkfecpus* O.Pucoda (“) and 
VBmftu u i M vn g «etraderrartac4GemsarOa» o lcpnwnrtJd 



645am Ulysses 31. Cartoon series (r) (1892469) 

740 The Big Breakfast (12001) 

9.00 Saved by the Bell: The New Class (r) (Teletext) 
(8451827) 945 Babylon 5 (r) (Tetetax!) (s) 
(3061339) 1040 California Dreams (r) (2662285) 
10.45 Biker Mice From Mars (5831339) 11.10 Mork 
and Mindy with Robin Wifllams (r) (7241865) 11.40 
Dog City (r) (s) (4436827) 12.00 Creepy Crawlers 
(r) (s) (3930317) 1240pm Heckle and Jeckle 
(8314827) 

1240 Sesame Street with Andrea Martin (27049) 140 
Super Dave (r) (96971865) 140 Dr Seuss 
(36017643) 

240 FILM: The Ladyki tiers (1955) starring Alec 
Guinness as (he sinister head of a gang of crooks 
whose perfect crime meets its nemesis at the 
unwitting hands of landlady Katie Johnson. Directed 
by Alexander Mackendrick (414285) 

4.00 Think Tank with Mickey Hutton (Teletext) (s) (136) 
440 Fifteen To One (Teletext) (s) (420) 

5.00 Ricid Lake: How Do You Know He’s Using Me? 

(Teletext) (7852952) 

5.45 Tervytoons (757643) 

6.00 The Crystal Maze (r) (Teletext} (s) (68643) 

740 Channel 4 News including at 7.30 headlines and 
weather (241759) 

745 Beastly Christmas: The X Mas Hies. Building 
workers dissect Picasso's The Crane (Teletext} 
(570117) 

8.00 Brookslde. Merseyside drama series. (Teletext) (s) 
(8778) 

840The Real Holiday Show. Sharon and Ken 
Bowman lake their three children to the Canaries, 
teenager Maria Duncan from the Shetland island of 
Burra takes off with eight friends for a fortnight in 
Tenerife; and two single parents take their seven 
children camping in France (Teletext) (7285) 




.W&r 


.Cher joins Des O’Connor (8.00pm) 

8.00 Des O’Connor Tonight The amiable comedian 
and singer's guests include Cher. Eternal. Lily 
Savage and Joe Pasquale (s) (1339) 

9.00 FILM: Look Who's Talking (1989) starring John 
Travolta. A single pregnant woman searches lor the 
perfect husband aid father lor her unborn child. 
Directed by Amy Heckerfing. Continues alter the 
news (Teletext) (s) (1575) 

10.00 News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (37285) 

1040 London Tonight (Teletext) (243575) 

1040 Look Who’s Talking (conclusion) (501846) 

1140 Magnum: Adelaide starring Tom Selteck as the 
lard back detective (72643) 

1240am The Little Picture Show. Wendy Lloyd reviews 
video and cinema releases, including Sylvester 
Stallone's Judge Dredd. and Ace Ventura — When 
Nature CaHstft 79334) 

145 It’s Xmas, It’s Number One. A film about the 
annual contest to be top of the charts at Christmas 
(the Beatles and Michael Jackson are the favourites 
this year), and the money now gambled on 
predeting who ft w?[ be (s) (9442150) 

245 FILM: Afraid to Dance (1988). Australian comedy 
adventure. A teenager decides to leave the city tor 
good after losing his job. Directed by Denny 
Lawrence (749686) 

4.10 Coast to Coast Documentary about a three-day 
triathlon across Scotland. (2756421) 

5.00 Dead Men’s Tales. Hanging by a Thread. Drama 
about two British climbers' attempt to conquer the 
BonattJ pillar in the French Alps (30063) 

540ITN Morning News (99179) Ends at 600 





Inside the mind of a hound dog (9.00pm) 

940 Beastly Christmas; Do Vampire Bats 

L gy^Hm Have Friends? (Teletext) (9117) 

1040 Northern Exposure: Una VoWa In L’lnvemo. Off¬ 
beat American comedy set in Alaska. (Teletext) (s) 
(502440) 

1045 The Dame Edna Christmas Experience. The 

housewife and superstar meets Roger Moore and 
Lulu. (Teletext) (6301914) 

12.00 HUH: Monty Python Live at the Hollywood Bowl 

(1982). John Cleese. Michael Palin. Eric kHe, Terry 
Gilliam, Terry Jones and Graham Chapman took 
Los Angeles by storm back in 1982. Indudes all the 
tried and trusted sketches, especially the story of 
the ailing parrot (40082) 

1.30am Movtewatch (r) (s) (2609957) 

245 FILM: My Learned Friend (1943) starring Wffl Hay, 
in his final film, as an incompetent lawyer who is 
pursued by a deranged forger (Mervyn Johns). 
Directed by Will Hay and BasS Dear den (6190044) 
345 Rawhide: Incident of the Misplaced Indians 
(b/w) (r) (7325995) 

440The World of Hammer: The Lands Before Time. 

A look at the world and cities of the past and future 
created on the silver screen (93081150). Ends 440 


ANGLIA 

As London wrapt KUOm Warner 
. Cartoon (16574881 1050 Finn Journey 
Beck 10 Oz (632602851 12-58 Coronation 
Steal (2153914) 1.25 Homo and Away 
(44255049) 148 A Country Praetor 

(96976310) £20 Highway to Haaven 
(16884391) 220320 Gardening Time 
(5300848) 3.30 Rfcrt Qxtetmes, on Dhriabn 
Street (400371) 5,10650 Shortland Soto 
(2261204) SJSTjM Angfia News (223) 
IT-30 Mkfttoc Mctaffi (827381) 122Sam 
The W* o» the Worlds (0486288) 1-30 
Entertainment Now @2131) 2-30 Hm The 
NgN Wa ttoRjad a Ctonger (8Sl 1841) 3;SS 
Muse Box Prato (57491800) 450 The Utile 
Picture Show (27*421) 

CENTRAL 

Aa London mrapfc 1 35*30 A Country 
Practice (96978310) -230220 Male 'em 
Laugh (5302846) 5.10450 Shortland Street 
(2361304) 626-750 Central News, and 
weather (661204) 1130 Centra* Spats 
Special (72643) 4.1 0am J obtinder 
(2756421) 5JOO Asferi Eye (30063) 

GRANADA 

Aa London wrapt 1255-145 Shortand 
Street 0153914) 126.Home end Away 
(89111001) 1-SO Highway .to Hea*n 
(87647591 .280-320 .C a ton attori Street 
(5302846) 5-10-550 A Country Practice 
(2261204) OS-750 Granada . Tariff* 
061204) H20-I230am Granada Soccer 
Night (72643T . j . 

HTV WEST fvi] : 

Aa London am ape 1268-1.20 Shortland 
Street (5483265) 1JD Coronation Street 
(44258778) 220 Simply. DaHdotiS 
(18824391) 2JMV-3.20 Road runner 
(5302846) 5.10*40 A Ctxrtrv Pracnas 
(2261204) 620750 mvitaw P28> «■*> 
A Licence lo LAe (72643) - • 

HTV WALES 

Aa HIV. WEST tOB&pc 2-50-3.20 Trio 
Hasty HetoU Programme (5902846) 62D-_ 
7J» nttes Torigtt &23) 1120 Street Legal 
(73343) - 

MERIDIAN 

As London ■ac cept. 1 030 Warner Cartoon. 
(1657*88)1050-1220 Btin; JourwyBflc* 
to Qe (63260285) 12-55 Coronation Sto 
(215flBl4p OS Home and Andy (44255049) 
ISS A Country Practice {88978310)220 
Ugh Ftoad (18824391)'2SMJW Shorttand 
Strew £302648} r » Firrr Christinas an 
OMsfan Street (400371) 5.10 U«W, and 
Awny (2261204}£37-540three MfeaABS- 
raasc to i (B83952) SflO Uaridai TonlgN ' 
(643) 6L3O7A0 Pa t fc B» Test p23) . 


1030-1040 Mertdbm News and Waa- 
tfxv (2435/5) 11J0 The Meridian Match 
(BZ7301) l 2 JJSam The War oitha Worlds 
[849628811.30 Entenakvnert Now (62131) 
2 ^ Rrir The Night We Dropped a Clanger 
(2611841) 3.55 Music Box Profile 
(57491806) 4-10 Trie lotto Picture Show 
(2756*21) 5.00 Freescreon (30063) 

WESTCOUNTTRY 

Aa London aa cap fc 1030 Cartoon Tima 
(6366881) mas -1 220 FBm: Protocol 

I2826B8SG) 12MB CorontMon StrooI 
(2159914) 1.25 Home and A way (442S 5049) 
1.55 Murder. She Wrote (8772778) 2-50- 
320 A Country PracDoa (5302848) aao 
Fire: Christmas on Division street (40Q37T) 
5.10*40 Home and Away (2261204) &00- 
7-00 Wefflcountry Lhre (60001) 1140 The 
Westeountry Match (72643) 

YORKSHIRE 

Aa London except ia2Sem Calendar 
fewsand (Matter (5314681) lOJOComon 
Ttine (1657488) 1040 Rim: Journey Back lo 
OZ (83260285) 12-55 Coro na ti on Street 
(2159014) 1.25 Home and Away (442S5049) 
155 A Corny Practice (9697831(5 220 
Ytet Can Cook (18824391) 250220 Short- 
laid Street (5302846) 325 YotksNre: Caten- 
dar New / Blsdate- Network North 
(8889204) *«» FBrrt Christmas on DMaon 
Street (400371) 5.10540 Home amt Arty 
(2261204) 555 Cfltender / Network North 
(649489} 550-750 BtocMwStere (223? 

. .1030-1040 Calendar News and Weather 
(243575) 1150 Fire: Rotabafl (67886339) 

.-tAOm Gary Human Live from London 
(8877421) 246 Fter No Hoad Back 
(738570145DJoWnder(6B24112) • 

S4C ■ 

Starts: 750 Trie Bfl BreakJast (12007? 950 
Saved SyTta Befr. The New Class (8451827) 
925 Babylon S (3061338) 1020 Caltomia 
(Moris (2682235? MU5 Bkar Mce From 
MBS 0831339) 11.10 Mork And Mindy 
(7241865) 1120 Deg City r (4436827) 
1250can 21st Certoy Jet Speoa! Cto&rery 
(79759) 1-00StotMeflhrin (22488) 150 F*rt 
The Man InThe VBMa Sub (86525488) 305 
Tenytoons (900801D) 3.15 Trie Motto 
Wttwns Show (2882952) *50 Think Tank 
{136)4200001 (420) 550 S PUrp Roared 
A-floured . (8271001) 5.15 5 Ptimp: Ftefl 
• (3380643) 550 Fifteen To Ow (372) 6.00 

te««*£xT (32070) 6.15 Hano (5970S8 
750 PoboJ y cwn (2*5759) 725 Oofig 
Dudoy (B4ti4ffl) 850 5 Comic Ar Drywydd 
Gwrfa Gwyfld (B77B) &30 Nawydtfan 
fr205) MO LtoffiCf PUT) KLOO finxtadB 
{35827} 1030 Northern Eapttare (240223) 
1T25 Secret PokHTBn’5 aggasl Brt 
(483848) 1220am Secret LNes: Otizan 
■Hughes (253S3> 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement, published Saturday 
SKY ONE _ 

750>m DJ Kat (71952) 850 Power Rangers 
(91407) 820 Press Your Luck (90778) 950 
Court IV (74730) 920 Trie Oprah Winfrey 
Show (67730) 1020 Concen ter aon (70914) 
11-00 S«y Jessy Raphael (71778) 1250 
Jeopardy (94594) 1220pm Murphy Brown 
(10020) 150 The Waltons (15575) 250 
Gctodo (48952) 350 Cout TV (5*69) 320 
Oprah Winfrey (8373117) 420 Power Rang¬ 
ers (349977B) 440 ShOOt) (55B7662) 550 
Star Trek: Iris Next Generation (9049) BJX> 
The Simpsons (7933) 620 Jeoprady (8285) 
750 LAPO &038) 720 M*A*S*H (44fi^ 
850 Eoth 2 (52020) 950 Pete Fences 
(49556) 1050 Star Trek The Nad Genera¬ 
tion (42643) 1150 law end Order (52643) 
1250 David Lettermeri (8975315) 1245am 
The Un to ucri atate s (6320286) 120 Rachel 
Gum (21976) 250450 M titec (7825957) 

SKY NEWS _ 

News an the hour 

S50om Sunrise (9825681) 1030 ABC 
Mghdlne (800001) 120pm CSS News 
(443S1) 220 CSS News (82730) 320 
DestoaOOfts (42952) 550 bi* a Hve 
(56643) 620 ToregM vtrth Adam Barton 
(3546B) 820 Newsmete (568488) 1120 
CSS News (12846) 1220am ABC News 
(46773) 120 TonigM with Adam Btoton 
Replay (18711) 230 Target (BS51S) 030 
Destinaacne (BCOB3) 420 CSS Naim 
(36605) 520-650 ABC News (15131) 

SKY MOVIES _ 

050am Showcase (71575) H50 Barry 
Lyndon (1975) (1772®) 1150 Surf tente 
(1893) ^613Q 1220pm No Nitos (1980) 
(44816198) 2.15 Tba Itor l rltuiJrt (1388) 
(923932) 450 A W ad to fl on Walton’s 
Moudafei (1902) (7681) B50 Sort tfin)am 
(1093) (16846) 720 El Nm Weak to 
(toto (2965} BSC The Chase (1994? 
(58204) 1050 Lost to Yonkers (1933) 
(25488) 1250 Prelude to Lave (1995) 
(68402) 120em Mensonge (1992) (1ES3) 
350 A Waflr wflh Lowe and DaaA (1069) 
(81618) 420450 The MacSonW 
(1986) (24060) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

450pm The Roaring Twenties (1938) 
(94®) 650 Bundto of Joy P9SG) (51339) 
850 This Property Is Condemned pKB) 
(23556) 10.00 RbW on Entebbe (197^ 
(70493311220sm The Lords oJDtsdpine 


(1983) (661792) 2.15220 The Narrow 
Margin (195Q (7948537) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

ELOOmi Tokyo After Os* (1959) (79117) 
850 Yabbe-Dabba Doo C ete br eOo n 
(37846) 1050 SpkterMan: M^it of (he 
Ctonea/Eacart at Danger (1979) (29778) 
1250 The Sestet Bade (1063) C27469) 
250pm Capwy and Lacey. The Return 
(1904) (64865) 450 Yabbetofabe Doo 
Celebration (5223) 650 Whose Child to 
This? The titter lor Baby J err l r e (1983) 
(44001) 850 U n de rco ver Bluas (1993) 
(56846) 1050 B8nk (1903) (16730) 1250 
Avalanche (1994) (227112) 12Sam Mae 
(1992) (561808) 325-350 Empty Cradte 
(1993) (94350228) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky Motrtes Bald from 10pm to 4am. 
850am Umtteta Tree (45211001) 620 
Uuppet Bates (332Z3440) 750 Wmre the 
Pooh (360031B8) 720 DucWates (36005933) 
850 Ctep -rf Date (29468730) 820 Wbnder- 
land (29467001) 950 Fraggte Rock 
(29481661) 920 Pooh Comar (63206226) 
1050 Dumbo's Grata (33247020) 1020 
Ouadc Aotec (2S487885) 1150 Wat Otaney 
Presents (36014681) 1250 FRJA to the Nick 
o( Tkne (82903466) 125pm Admiral and lha 
Princess (83409048) 250 Wonderland 
(70034391) 220 Umbretia Tree (62D3SO40) 
3.00 Fraggle Hock (70020198) 320 VMnrte 
the Pooh (62034594) 450 Quack Atiack 
(62013001) 420 DucMMes (62019265) 850 
Cfnp W Dale (70025643) 820 Danger Bay 
(62D3386S? (LOO Tatsan (62030778) 820 
Dinosaurs (62D147301 750 Pipper 

(6619686$) 850 Trie Stobad Show 

(70021827) 820 The Tcttesons (70033662) 
950-1050Voyager (68192049) 

EUROSPOHT _ 

7J0an« Apte Shting (55372) 820AMettos 
(89681) 920 Motors (12204) 1020 Lbe 
Aiptoe SSetng (10662) 1250 BxusJd (14933) 
1220pm Etejestnartam (90594) 120 Bas- 
tetbati (22440) 250 Motorspctl (5486) 220 
Snooker (19933) 420 Footed (80310) 520 
Aiptoe Stetog (79778) 620 Euiospori News 
(7339) 750 Pnme 1to» Brmng Special 
(55074) 850 Aerabes (8773C? 1000 Chess 
(98765) 1150 Equasawnsm (90027) 1250- 
1220am Eirospon News (5640^ 

SKY SPORTS _ 

750am Sports Cam (29339) 720 Racing 
News (60466) 650 Wresting Mara (18407) 
950 Aerctxcs Oz Style (38371) 9 20 StaH 
Sabna (342SS 1050 Bools 'n‘ Al (97730) 
1150 Sports Urtmned (17594) 1250 
Asratecs (29665) 1220pm Scottish Fo«- 




Ueroedes Ruehl In Loot In 
Yonkers {Sky Movies, 10pm) 

bad: MOhenrreti w Rangen (29468) 230 ftti> 
Outa (8402) 350 Boots (80575) 450 Sports 
Untmfted (72310) 550 Wresting Superuars 
(3407) 650 Sports Centre (1391) 620 
Rugby £643) 750 Bedcettte (13967353) 
925 Sports Centre (58557S) 920 Soccer 
Magazine (SBe$5) 1050 Sports Centre 
(20594) 1020 Rugby (88894; 1150 Drag 
Racing (10689) 1250 BaaketbeB (476957) 
220258am Centre (58063) 

SKY SPORTS GOLD _ 

1050pm ftogby HaS d Fame (2887575) 
1020 Wbrid Cup Classes: Wes! Germany v 
Yugoslavia I960 (4577330) 1250 BUM 
9weal and Soy (3288315) 1229450am 
Second timings: Ian Botham (8773334) 

SKY TRAVEL _ 

1150am Gtooetrooer (1180759) 1120 Vid¬ 
eo Trips (1161488] 1250 Italy (2886646) 
1220pm Pure Franey PI59933) 150 
Around mo World (6971092) 120 Grade 
(2156204) 250 Sta (4132223) 220 DGcavet 
YOU Wbrid (2858594) 350 Getewuy 
(4161730) 320-450 Boomerang (2860339) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

450pm Ou Centuy 0104339) 650 uemo- 
1973 (4185310) 650-750 Bogaphy — 
Th? Fetgto Story (21679S2) 


THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 


750pm Inside Space (4193339) 720 Sd-R 
Buz: (2846759) 850 FIM: War ol toe 
Worlds (8293198) 920-1050 AlhteJ ktoch- 
cock Presents (21464®) 150am tnekte 
Space (1296421) 120 ScriR Buzz (8S2S516I 
200 FILM: War ot Bv Watts (3736179) 
320-450 Allred Hitchcock (79368891 


950am Martha Stewart (9923339) 920 
Detictous (183202(9 1050 Heart ot the 
Country (61S3020) 1020 He's My Brother 
(9912223) 1150 Orly Human (1438391) 
1250 No Place LAe Home (9903575) 
1220pm Jlmm/b (18W13^ 150 Detenus 
(1449407) 120 Martha Stewart (1842407) 
250 Forty Something (5101049? 350 
Country 320450 Faring (8475339) 

UK GOLD _ 

750am Angete (144S94) 720 Neighbours 
(1421001) 850 Sons and Doughiers 
(9902848) 820 EaEtEruere (9901117) 950 
The BX (9992469) 920 The SuCvans 
(1841778) 1050 Ati Creatures Great end 
Gnal (1427285) 1150 Date (1447049) 
1250Sons and Daughters 1220pm Neigh- 
boras (1845594) 150 EastEndere (1441865) 
120 The Bf (1844865) 250 The StAivaro 
(32004907) 228 Are You Being Served? 
0932049) 350 Angete (7838407) 320 
Bdorado450 Miss Marpte (95779198) 356 
Generation Game (4109648$ 6-15 Kern/s 
Gome Cute (622B204) 6 25 E astEndere 
(2671952) 750 Eldorado (7820488) 720 
Taxi (8453117) 850 FILM’ Please Sir 
(5281204) 1050 The BO (602 8 865 ) 1025 
Top ot the Pops (23829)4) 11.15 Special 
Brancdl (B00B407) 12.15am O Who 
(8938805) 12.45 PubtC Eye (1074889) IAS 
Triangle (8926860) 2-15 Shcppmg 

TCC _ 

wen-" Antinarad Classic Showcase 
(5841925) 6.45 Tiny (107857^ 750 Barney 
1458523 720 Happty Ever Altar (31769) 850 
Eathinm Jrn (53846) 820 Eak (52117) 
950 Garftotd (434®| 930 Where s, Waty? 
(94681) 1050 Sketeton Warriors (57402) 
1020 Batttetecri (65681) 1150 AJ'a Ttine 
Travelers (32198) 1120 The BatysftMts' 
Club (60627) 1250 All Attack (9823533) 
12.15pm Dish ol trie Day (4106 662) 1230 
No Naked Flames (72488) 1.00 Hwttreak 
ffqft (32852) 2 BO The 7k* (5020) 220 
Ready or Not (2662) 350 SweeDfaft^Hflh 
(1827) 320 Hang Ttine (4407) 450 Cetitor- 
nta (3914) 420650 MatSson (9198) 

NICKELODEON _ 

650am Blue (59117) 820 Ccirt DuAJa 
(57001) 7.00 Batik*. (14358461 758 Hero 


Turtles (3466285) 7.45 Rugrals (6863101 
8.15 Doug (755914) 8.45 Rocko’3 Modem 
Ue 15271 aS) 050 AMn (383S3) 920 Pee- 
Wee (32827) 1050 Banana Sandwich 
(95372) 1150 Children's BBC (15136) 1250 
RociiO (27407) 1220pm Reel Monsters 
(36643) 150 Shtp to Shore (19952) 120 
MigMy Msr (35614) 2M Speed Racer 
(1662) 220 Galaxy H)£fi School (8204] 3.00 
Count DuckUa (7468) 320 Littiest Pet Shop 
(3579) 450 Hero Tuttes (955Q420Rugras 
16440) 6.00 Ctorasa (2914) 520 Wishbone 
[20201 650 Doug (9633) 620 Are You 
Alrakf? (3335) 750 Ftenb Bueta C77B) 
720-850 Steter Stsier (6469) 

DISCOVERY _ 

450pm Driving Passions (8454846) 420 
National Geographic (B443730) 550 Lonely 
Planet (7810001) 650 Invention (8464223) 
620Bey ond 20 00 (1362001) 720 Savannah 
Cats (3376369) 820 Top Marques 
(7816285) 950 Seawinge (5278594) 1050 
Revelation (5271681) 1150 Voyager 

(1894372) 1120-1250 Nature Watch 

BRAVO _ 

1250 FILM: The Captatii's Paradise 
(6100310) 200pm The Sart (6198575) 350 
Scotland Yard (7623575) 320 Man tram 
Interpol (8462965) 450 FILM: Dr Crippen 
(7627361) 650 Death Valay (toys (B48B049) 
820 The Croc (8442001) 750 The Critic 
(7815556) 720 The Protectors (8448285) 
850 The Saint (5252556)950 Sappritie and 
Steel (1819681) 920 Deed at 21 (1627198) 
1050-12.00 FILM Bteck Joy (1800933) 

UK LIVING _ 

650am Agony (7281407) 750 Magazre 
(6079049) 950 Bazaar (2664204) 920 Kara 
and AOe (5067558) 1050 Hearts ol Gold 
(5689662) 1150 Trie Young and the 
Restless [3835372] 1155 Dete Smith 
(6988204) 1220pm firaohstda (54105941 
155 KAoy 11966001) 250-Agony Hour 
(4041865} 350 Magazre (469B469) 450 
Infatuation UK (8337198) 420 Qosswtls 
(7474662) 555 Trie Joker's Wild (59288730) 
520 Bewitched (8340662) 050 Esther 
(8347575) 020 Brooksrde (6732407) 755 
titiatuxion UK (7856961) 725 The Joker's 
WW (6978376) 000 The Young and the 
Hestiass (424746919.00 Cagney and Lacey 
(4250533) 1050 Chartie'S Angete (4253020) 
1150-125D Loire Ufr (6059285? 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

550pm The Wander Yeare (6372) 520 
Tlrtin (3778) 650 Batinan (3391) 520 
CafcfiphrasB (4643) 7.00A Word « YotrEar 
[6136) 720 The Fall Guy (77020) 020 Duty 
Free (4391) 950 Trie Ruto RencfeU Mysrenes 


(45778) 1050 Al Clued Up (57662) 1020 
Neon Rider [26136? 1120 Batmen (574 66) 
1250 The Fal Guy (43589) 150am Zwid 
( 82537) 120 Ffioda (85112) 2.00 Neon 
Rider (19841) 350 Rrioda (62773) 320 
Zorro (30709) 450 The Wonder Years 
(82044) 420-550 The Black Sulnr (634021 


620am The Grind (87440) 750 3 (ram 1 
18247048) 7.15 Awalte (487031Q) 850 Music 
Videos (304117) 1020 Rochramenrary 

774339) 1150 5ouf (42865) 1250 Hits 
(B666Z) 120pm Non-Stop (168101691 2.45 
3 trom 1 (3540223) 350 Onemetic 3.15 
Hanging Out (7006049) 450 News 4.15 
Harang Out (2356440) 420 Dial MTV 
(1556) 550 Zig (8730) 520 Hanging On 
(80264) 7J» 7a)-« Thai (41952) 850 Inside 
Unplugged (4914) 820 Unplugged with 
(tote (54204) 920 Bents (873911 1050 
News (338914110.15 Cinematic 1020 Trie 
State (35441? 1150 The End? (18117) 
1220am Videos (9610976) 


750m Power Breatoasl (7321533) 950 
Cate (10388651 1250 Heart and Soul 
<2147198) 150pm Vnyi (2)56846) 250 
Youssou N'Dout (9011440) 350 Into tire 
Music 14263466) 650 VH-1-2 3: Manah 
Carey (2169310) 750 VH-1 tor You 
(6367285) 850 Review (4171117) 020 Rod 
Srewart (41B395Z) 950 Youssou N'Dour 
(6363469) 1050 Vinyl (6388556) 1150 
Tommy Vance (8530440) 150m John 
Maya# (1326131) 2.00 Dawn Patrol 

ZEE TV _ 

7.00am Assn Mommg (87879285) 920 
Hfridi Serial (06C96778) 1020 Namasle India 
(12347074) 1150 Tera (84S7S223) 1250 
Dekh Brei Detti (28642468) 1220pm F£t Th 
Hit Hai (62179662) 150 Urdu FILM 
(25165778) 450 Zee Preseras 144206646) 
550 Zee Zone (59393556) 520 Bengal 
Semi (2130802(1) 6-00 Cerrpus (21305933) 
520 Zee and U (21396285) 7.00 Aap Ki 
Adetal 156306020] 720 F8m Deewane 
(21392469) 850 News (58382440) 820 
Banegi A(tor Bate (593015751 950-1250 
Hindi FILM Nam (57089943) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Cartoons from 5am to 8pm; TUT Rms. 
750pm The Teahouse of (fm August 
Moon (1966) (36004204) 950 Pal and 
Mika (1852) (68173914) 1150 Mtf* of flw 
Lapus (1972) (16620020) 1225am ttm 
Cm ol the HsMng Dog (1904) 
(263507? 7? 250 The Caw of the Curious 
Bride (1935) (857956781 320-550 The 
Cam of the Lucky l*gs (1935) {30416Q44) 
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Malcolm stays on sidelines 


Fraser surplus 


to England’s 


requirements 


From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, in Durban 


JASON GALLIAN, England’s 
emergency batting recruit, 
completed a tortuous, 30-hour 
journey here from Pakistan 
yesterday and was given rath¬ 
er less time to recover before 
starting a three-day match 
against a South African Ter¬ 
tiary XI in Pietermaritzburg 
this morning. The more signif¬ 
icant aspect of the team selec¬ 
tion. however, was the 
continued exclusion of Angus 
Fraser, which must now raise 
serious doubts about his 
future at Test level. 

By once again naming Peter 
Martin and Mark Ilott, ahead 
of Fraser and Devon Mal¬ 
colm. the England selectors 
have effectively ruled out 
changing the seam attack for 
the fourth Test that starts in 
Port Elizabeth on Tuesday. 
Indeed, as the final Test 
follows immediately, neither 
of the experienced pair is likely 
to feature again in the series. 

The omission of Malcolm is 
no surprise, as the pitches for 
the two remaining Tests are 
forecast to be slow, but Fraser 
will be stung by the pointed 
way that he has been shelved, 
for h had widely been as¬ 
sumed that he would complete 
the series as the solid pivot of 
the England attack. 

It is no secret that Raymond 
Illingworth, the England 
manager, has never applied 
for membership of Fraser's 
fan dub and views much of his 
recent bowling as bland: but 
Illingworth’s indifference has 
often been successfully coun¬ 
tered by the desire of Michael 
Atherton, the captain, to have 
Fraser's dependability at his 
disposaL Now, it seems, even 
that support has been with¬ 
drawn. 

Although Illingworth is 
technically the sole tour selec¬ 
tor, in practice, he habitually 
consults his captain. On the 
first morning of the Durban 


Test, last Thursday. Atherton 
himself proposed the adven¬ 
turous shift to a novice attack 
featuring the swing of Martin 
and IlotL Illingworth, who 
had mentally formulated the 
same combination, cheerfully 


An hour into the match, the 
selection was looking less than 
inspired, but Martin finished 
with four wickets and Holt 
three, both ultimately bowling 



Gallian: into the fray 


well enough to convince Ather¬ 
ton and Illingworth that they 
should be retained. 

As one who needs, more 
than most, to bowl himself 
into form, there can be no way 
back for Fraser on this tour. 
He bowled limply in the first 
innings of the Johannesburg 
Test, three weeks ago. and, 
despite improving substantial¬ 
ly as the game progressed, he 
has played no first-dass crick¬ 
et since. A splendid servant to 
England, either side of Ids 
career-threatening pelvic inju¬ 
ry. his stabilising role in the 
side seems increasingly likely 
to pass to Martin, three years 
his junior and still improving. 

The one member of the 
third-Test attack left out today 
is Dominic Cork, but al¬ 
though he finished wicketless 


DDBH1S 




No 657 


ACROSS 

I Horse’s ankle: a wine {4) 

3 Storage recess: its love self¬ 
ish (8) 

8 Dark gloom (4) 

9 Repugnantly disgusting (8) 
11 Band together against out¬ 
sider (5.5) 

14 Storage container, cheque 
writer (6) 

15 The weaver (MND) (6) 

17 Profound contemplation 

(5.5) 

20 Annoying thing (SI 

21 Monstrous giant (4) 

22 Space between arch curve 
and mouldings (81 


23 Gas, used for light (4) 


DOWN 

1 A killing (8) 

2 NCO; of the body (8) 

4 Pandemonium (6) 

5 Jarndyce navel (Dickens) 

(5,5) 

6 County: riven Eden its earl 

w 

7 Act; legal document (4] 

10 Had fun; famous (10) 

12 Hard contest (8) 

13 (Highest) heaven (poet.) (8) 
16 Sudden slight pain (6) 

18 Prejudice^) 

W Operatic sola number (4) 


• SOLUTION TO No 656 

ACROSS: I Vanity Fair 7 Algebra 8 Amiss 10 Bandeau 
II Clove 12 Prompt 15 Persia 17 Mafia IS Ashamed 
- 21 Yacht 22 Revises 23 Brass tacks 


DOWN: I Vegan 2 Noble 3 Teacup 4 fianofe 5 In irons 
6 Namby-pamby 9 Stewardess 13 Officer 14 Plautus 
t6 Garret 19 Havoc 20 Moses 


SOLUTION TO TIMES TWO CROSSWORD NO 652 
Id association with BRITISH MIDLAND 
ACROSS; 1 Child's play SAndent 9 Scene 10 Poll 11 Con crick 
13House 14Alive 16Clavide 17Maim 20Baku 21 Queries 
22 Unrequited 


DOWN: 1 Clamp 2 Incalculable 3 Dyed 4 Pathos 5 Alsatian 
6 Semifinalist 7 Heckle 12 Demijohn 13 Hecuba 15 Clique 
18 Mused 19 Peru 


THE NAMES OF THE FIRST AND SECOND PRIZE- 
WINNERS IN THE TIMES TWO CROSSWORD 
COMPETITION NO 652 WILL BE PUBLISHED 
TOMORROW. 


in the South Africa innings, 
nothing should be read into 
this apart from the sensible 
wish to conserve the energies 
of the best, and thus most 
overworked, of England’s 
bowlers. Mike Watkinson 
deputises, with Illingworth ex¬ 
plaining that there may yet be 
cause to play two spin bowlers 
in Port Elizabeth or Cape 
Town. 

This policy, dear to the 
manager's heart is improba¬ 
ble because of the unreliable 
nature of the England batting. 
Only Atherton and Graeme 
Hide have reached 60 in this 
series and, although both 
went on to make big centuries, 
the persistence wfth which 
Alec Stewart Robin Smith 
and Graham Thorpe are miss¬ 
ing out is causing concern. 

GaHian has been sum¬ 
moned to provide the“stodge", 
as Atherton calls it and this 
personable young man was 
smiling broadly on arrival, 
despite his arduous journey. 
He will bat in the top three 
today, though England did not 
confirm that he will open. 

After a chastening start to 
his Test career, when he had 
his finger broken on his debut 
at Edgbaston and returned a 
month later only to be out 
without scoring at the Oral. 
Gailian was not surprised to 
be omitted from the senior 
tour. “The chairman said they 
had picked the seven best 
batsmen and I think he was 
correct,*’ he said disarmingly. 

However, after an outstand¬ 
ing A-team tour, including 156 
in the second five-day interna¬ 
tional in Rawalpindi, he has 
earned another chance. “It is a 
great Christmas present," he 
said, “but I must just be 
patient and, wherever I bat, 
set my own agenda and play 
ray own way." 

Remarkably, he may start 
today, for. after three days, 
four nights and an alert for 
troops to deal with flood 
chaos, it stopped raining here 
yesterday, allowing the re¬ 
sumption of Durban's beach 
culture and, just maybe, the 
resumption of cricket 



Alberto Tomba. of Italy, powers to his first victory in a World Cup race this season in Madonna di Campiglio yesterday. Report, page 37 


Uefa in conflict over limit on foreigners 


By David Maddock 
and Russell Kempson 



Place in the son, page 38 


THE Premier League and 
Uefa. football's European gov¬ 
erning body, are on a collision 
course with the European 
Union over the legality of the 
three-foreign-player restric¬ 
tion. The Premiership’s legal 
advisers meet on Friday to 
determine whether the exist¬ 
ing rule — restricting dubs in 
Uefa competitions to naming 
three players from outside the 
British Isles in their 14-rnan 
squads — has any legal 
foundation. 

However, in the wake of the 
Jean-Marc Bosnian ruling in 
the European Court of Justice 
last week, Uefa and tire EU*S 
15 national football associa¬ 
tions have been warned that 
they will be flouting European 
law if they attempt to uphold 
the quota system. 


Padraig Flynn, the EU so¬ 
da! amirs commissioner, 
said: “From now on, national¬ 
ity restrictions are illegal in 
European-level dub competi¬ 
tions. I expect those affected to 
take die necessary steps to 
change their rules." Last 
night though, the Premier 
League insisted that it would 
be taking no such step until 
legal advice has been sought 

Uefa has adopted an even 
more determined stance. It 
has said that it will ignore the 
court ruling and insists that it 
will not change the rules of its 
49-member federation 
because of a court derision in 
the 15-member EU. 

Another 24 hours of rumour 
and counter-rumour, with few 
facts but plenty of fiction, 
ended yesterday with the man¬ 
agerial soap opera of the 
Endsleigh Insurance League 
first division no nearer its 


concluding episode. For fol¬ 
lowers of Luton Town, the 
issue appears straight¬ 
forward. Terry Westiey was 
pushed before he could jump 
and left Kenilworth Road “by 
mutual consent” on Monday. 
David Kohler, the Luton 
chairman, has since spoken 
with Mike Walker, the former 


Sports books 


Everton and Norwich City 
manager, and Lennie Law¬ 
rence, formerly of Bradford 
City. Charlton Athletic and 
Middlesbrough. 

"Thqy are both good men 
and we were impressed with 
them," Kohler said, “but we 
have two or three other names 
in the ring and we will not be 
rushing into any decision.” 

Walker had been hoping to 


take over at Leicester City at 
the weekend as he was 
interviewed by Martin 
George, the Leicester chair¬ 
man. cm Friday. However, the 
availability of Martin O’Neill, 
who resigned as manager of 
Norwich on Sunday, has 
thrown a spanner in the 
works. 

It appears, though, that 
Walker may have to bankron 
Luton providing him with a 
return to management after 13 
months out of the game. Talks 
between O’Neill and Norwich 
broke down, without any 
change of heart by the Irish¬ 
man, and it is now believed 
that Leicester and Norwich 
are discussing terms of com¬ 
pensation for O’NeflL 

Leicester negotiated a re¬ 
ported £750,000 in compensa¬ 
tion from Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, after Mark 
McGhee resigned two weeks 


ago and resurfaced at 
Molineux. Part of it could be 
used to smooth O’Neill's do-, 
parture from Carraw Road: . 

That would still leave the£ 
question of who takes War 
place. Md- -Madiin, the 
Bournemouth -manager and 
former assistant manager at 
. Norwich, has been men boned,: 
as has Osvaldo Ardiles. 

Howard KendaU yesterday 
made his first signing as 
Sheffield United manager 
when he agreed to pay 
Manchester CSty £350,000 for 
Michel Vonk. the Holland 
defender. 

Arthur Jorge, formerly the 
coach of Portugal, has been 
appointed to replace Roy 
Hodgson as manager of Switz¬ 
erland. Hodgson, who led 
Switzerland to the finals of the 
1994 World Cup and the 1996 
European championship, now 
coaches Intemazionale. 
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Saracens optimistic of securing Sella 


By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


SARACENS, the recently-in¬ 
corporated north London rug¬ 
by union club, are cautiously 
optimistic that Philippe Sella 
will make himself available 
for them next season. Were 
those hopes to be borne out, H 
would be a tremendous boost 
to a dub that has always lived 
in the shadow of Harlequins 
and Wasps. 


Sella. 33, announced last 
night his intention of playing 
no more international rugby, 
the last of his 110 caps fpr 
France having come against 
England in June in the play¬ 
off for third place in the World 
Cup. A season in London 
would, however, increase the 
business contacts that Sella 
seeks, and although Leicester 
seek to take him to Welfond 
Road, they believe that he will 
stay in the capital. 


“We are interested in any 
quality player, especially of 
Sella’s type," Bruce Millar, a 
Saracens spokesman, said. In 
other business trips to Eng¬ 
land. Sella has given time to 
coaching at a couple of junior 
dubs and, were he to commit 
himself to a first division dub. 
they could reasonably be as¬ 
sured of his best efforts. 

“If we are really going to the 
marketplace to find exciting 
people in the backs, then the 


place to look is France and 
Australia,’’ Millar said. 

The advantage for a French¬ 
man is that, moving from an 
EC country requires only a 
seven-day qualification per¬ 
iod. There has been specula¬ 
tion in Italy that Michael 
Lynagh, the former Australia 
stand-off half, now with Trevi¬ 
so, has been offered a contract 
by an English club, but 
Lynagh would have to serve a 
190-day qualification. 


Scots take their hats off to tradition 


A MILWAUKEE Brewers baseball cap 
has proved to be a hat too far for the 
women bowlers of Scotland. The cap was 
just one of many outlandish forms of 
headgear that created a furore on (he 
greens last summer, prompting women 
bowlers north of the border to perform 
an unexpected volte-face in Edinburgh 
last week. 

Scotland's women bowlers, who, two 
years ago, voted to end more than 70 
years of tradition and go hatless, have 
now voted to put their hats back cm. at 
least for their national championships. 
As one convert put it ‘The variety of 
horrendous headgear at Ayr daring the 
summer had to be seen to be believed.” 

The historic decision, made at the 
annual meeting of the Scottish Women's 
Bowling Association (SWBA) two years 
ago, preceded a dispensation for the 
British Isles championships and home 
international series at Llandrindod Wefls 
in 1993, when all competitors — except 
most of the conservative English team — 
gratefully went bareheaded. Hie English 
Women’s Bowling Association, in spite of 
the relaxations elsewhere, still prefen; 
that hats are worn at all competitions. 

Since women formed their national 
associations in the 1920s. hats have been 
part of the uniform, not only on the 
green, but also on die way to the match, 
and in the clubhouse, too. Gloves, and 
tights, of the correct denier, of course, are 
also expected, nay required. 

A stubborn refusal to bring the 
uniform (designed area 1926) upto-date 
has. critics say, stunted the growth of the 


David Rhys Jones on the 
change of heart affecting 
women bowlers’ heads 


women’s game. The average age of 
competitors in the men’s championships 
has plummeted in recent years, but 
comparatively few young women are 
prepared to submit themselves to the 
hats-tights-gloves routine. 

Grass-roots bowlers, forced to wear 
tights on a hot summer’s day, or a hat in a 
high wind, often grumble among them¬ 
selves, but the derisions are made at a 



The conventional cloche, vulnerable 
to high winds, but back in favour 


higher JeveL where “standards" and 
“traditional values" bold sway. 

By the time that players have reached 
international status, they must have 
grown used to dressing in What amounts 
to period costume, including the cloche- 
style hats, with hatbands always worn 
with the bow on the left-hand side. Even 
if they would like to throw caution — and 
the hats — to the winds, they must think 
twice, because dissent would threaten, 
their international careers. 

When Eleanor Allan, the SWBA secre¬ 
tary. announced in Edinburgh two years 
ago that hats would no longer have lobe 
worn during the Scottish championships, 

spontaneous cheers raised the root 

“Everyone was thrilled," Allan said, 
“but this summer, things went wrong at 
Ayr becausert was so hot People started 
covering their heads with anything they 
could lay their hands on and the result 
was unbelievable. You name it, they wore 
ft. Our flagship event looked a mess." 

At the annual meeting in Freemasons' 
Hall, chaired by the aptly-named June 
Bowler, tiie SWBA treasurer, the council 
intended to Boat the idea of keeping hats 
an optional item, hot adding a “hals-if- 
wom-must-be-regulation" ruling. The 
floor disagreed. 

The motion making hats compulsory 
again in the Scottish championships was 
passed overwhelmingly, but Allan has 
confirmed that the ruling will not affect 
the British championships at Leaming¬ 
ton Spa in June, when players of all four 
home countries will be allowed to let 
their hair down — if so inclined. 


* a ■ 






























